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n AH E Author of theſe Travels, Mr. 
*. 
4 $ | likewiſe ſome Relation between 
=o | 
70 10 
| growing weary of the Concourſe 
Land, with a convenient Houſe, near Newark in- 
Neighbours. 
him ſay, his Family came from Oxfordſhire; to con- 
Monuments of the Gu/livers. 
liberty to diſpoſe of them as I ſhould think fit. I 


TO THE | 

EAD E R. 
N IA Lemuel Gulliver, is my antient 
| bo A and intimate Friend; there is 
bes 2. us by the Mother's Side. About 
ny / wor ö three Years ago Mr. Gulliver 
of curious People coming to him 
at his Houſe in Redriff, made a ſmall Parchaſe of 
Nottinghamſhire, his Native Country; where he 
now lives retired, yet in good Eſteem among his 
Although Mr. Gulliver was born in Nottingham- 
ſhire, where his Father dwelt, yet I have heard 
firm which, I have obſerved in the Church-Yard 
at Banbury, in that County, ſeveral Tombs and 
Before he quitted Redriff, he left the -Cuſtody 
of the following Papers in my Hands, with the 
have carefully peruſed them three Times : The 
Az Style 
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The PunLisnts ro the READER. 


Style is very plain and fimple; and the only Fault 
- I find is, that the Author, after the Manner of 
Travellers, is a little too Circumſtantial. There 
is an Air of Truth apparent through the Whole; 
and indeed, the Author was ſo diſtinguiſhed for 
his Veracity, that it became a ſort of Proverb a- 
mong his Neighbours at Redriff, when any one 
affrm'd a Thing, to ſay, it was as true ay if Mr. 
Gulliver had ſpoke it, « 


By the Advice of ſeveral worthy Perſons, to 
whom, with the Author's Permiſſion, I communi- 
cated theſe Papers, I now venture to fend them 
into the World, hoping they may be at leaſt, for 
ſome Time, a better Entertainment to our you 
Noblemen, than the common Scribbles of Poli- 
tick and Party. 


This Volume would have been at leaft twice as 
large, if I had not made bold to ſtrike out innu- 
merable Paſſages relating to the Winds and Tides, 
as well as to the Variations and Bearings in the 
ſeveral Voyages; together with the minute De- 
ſcriptions of the Management of the Ship in 
Storms, in the Style of Sailors: Likewiſe the Ac- 
count of the Longitudes and " wherein 
I have Reaſon to apprehend that Mr. Gulliver may 
be a little diſſatisſied: But I was reſolved to fit 
the Work as much as poſſible to the general Capa- 
city of Readers. However, if my own Ignorance 
in Sea-Affairs ſhall have led me to commit ſome 
Miſtakes, I alone am anſwerable for them : And 
if any Traveller hath a Curioſity to ſee the whole 
Work at large. as it came from the Hand of the 
Author, I ſhall be ready to gratify him. 


As for any further Particulars relating to the 
Author, the Reader will receive Satisfaction from 
the firſt Pages of the Book. lol 207 29 


Ric RnARD SyMPSON. 
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The Author gives ſome Account of himſelf and Family, hit 
firſt Inducements to travel. He is ſhipwrecked, and{wims 
for his Liſe, gets ſafe on ſhore in the Country of Lilliput, is 

made a Priſoner, and carryed up the Country. 


Y Father had a ſmall Eſtate in Notting- 
Lamſbire; I was the Third of Five Sons. 
He ſent me to Emanuel Colledge in Cam- 
WA bridge, at Fourteen Years old, where 1 
#01 relided three Vears, and applyed my {elf 
SSD ff cloſe to my Studies: But the Charge of 
maintaining me (although I had a ver 
| llowance) being too great for a narrow Fortune, 
was bound Apprentice to Mr. James Bates, an eminent 
Surgeon in London, with whom I continued tour Years; 


and my Father now and then ſending me ſmall Sums of 
Money, L laid them out in learning Navigation, andother 
Parts of the Mathematicks, uſetul to thoſe who intend to 
. 


— FR 


* Ahe Lil. 
travel, as I always believed it would be ſome time or other 6 
my fortune to do. When Ileft Mr. Bates, I went down to Buſin 
my Father; where, by the aſſiſtance of him and my Uncle ¶ coun 
John, and ſome other Relations, I got Forty Pounds, and mene 
a Promiſe of Thirty Pounds a Year to maintain me at Ley- liam 
den: There I ſtudied Phyſick two Years and ſeven Months, Voy: 
knowing it would be uſeful in long Voyages. 11699 


Soon after my Return from Leyden, I was recommend- Ir 
ed by my good Maſter Mr. Bates, to be Surgeon to the the 
Swallow, Captain Abraham Pannell Commander; with Seas 
whom I continued three Yearsand a half, makinga Voyage then 
or two into the Levant, and ſome other Parts. When! to th 
came back, I reſolved to ſettle in London, to which Mr. tion, 
Bates, my Maſter, encouraged me, and by him I was re- 
commended to ſeveral Patients. I tookPart of a ſmall Houſe ® 


in the Oli Fury; and being adviſed to alter my Condition, Con 
I married Mrs. Maty Burton, ſecond Daughter to Mr. Ed. Þcgi! 
mund Burton Hoſier in Newgate-ſtreet, with whom Ire- Very 
ceived four Hundred Pounds for a Portion, leng 
. | were 

Bur, my good Maſter Bates dying in two Years after, of tl 
and I having tewFriends, my Buſineſ to fail; for _ 

the 


my Conſcience would not ſuffer me to imitate the baQd 
Practice ot too many among my Brethren, Having there- Pa 
fore conſulted with my Wife, and ſome of my Acquain- ©) ff 


tance, I determined to go again to Sea, I was Surgeon | there 
ſucceſſively in two Ships, and made ſeveral Voyages, for in ab 
fix Years, to the Eaſt and Meſt- Indies, by which I got ſome 10 tr 
Addition to my Fortune. My Hours ot Leiſure 1 ſpent in the! 
teading the beſt Authors ancient and modern, being always: Were 
provided with a good number of Books; and when Iwas Were 
aſhore, in _— the Manners and Diſpoſitions of the recte 
, as well as learning their Language, wherein I had Oftet 

a great Facility by the ſtrength of my Memory, 1 on 
| , | 1 oun 
Tux laſt of theſe Voyages not provi fortunate, ! 25 
grew weary of the Sea, and intended — — bome witk Wal 
my Wife and Family. I removed from the Oli. un to on 
V3 


Ferter-Lane, and from thence to Wapping, hoping to get | 


c Buſitcſs 


my 
other 
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Buſineſs among the Sailors; but it would not turn to ac- 
count. After three Years Expectation that things would 
mend, l accepted an advantageous Offer from Captain il. 
liam Prichard, Maſter of the Antelope, who was making a 
Voyage to the Sourh-Sea. We ſet ſail from Briſtol May 4th, 
1699, and our Voyage at firſt was very proſperous, 


Ir would not be proper, for ſome Reaſons, to trouble 
the Reader with the Particulars of our Adventures in thoſe 
Seas: Letit ſuffice to inform him, that in our Paſſage from 
thence to the Eaſt-Indies,we were driven by a violent Storm 
to the Northweſt of Van Diemen's Land. By an Obſerva- 
tion, we found ourſelyes in the Latitude of 30 Degrees 2 
Minutes South. Twelye of our Crew were dead by im- 
moderate Labour, and ill Food, the reſt were in a very weak 
Condition. On the fifth of November, which was the 
beginning of Summer in thoſe Parts, the Weather being 
very hazy, the Seamen ſpyed a Rock, within half a Cable's 
length of the Ship; but the Wind was ſo ſtrong, that we 
were driven directly upon it, and immediately ſplit. Six 
of the Crew, of whom I was one, having let down tho 
Boat into the Sea, made a ſhift to get clear at the Ship, and 
the Rock. We rowed by my Computation about three 
Leagues, till we were able to work no longer, being alrea - 
dy ſpent with Labour while we were in the Ship. We 
therefore truſted ourſelves to the Mercyof the Waves, and 
in about half an Hour the Boat was overſet by a ſudden Flur- 
c trom the North. What became of my Companions in 

e Boat, as well as of thoſe who eſcaped on the Rock, or 
were left in the Veſſel; I cannot tell; but conclude they 
were all loſt. For my own part, Iſwam as Fortune di- 
reed me, and was puſh'd forward by Wind and Tide. I 
often let my Legs drop, and could feel no bottom: But 
when I was almoſt gone, and able to ſtruggle no longer, I 
found myſelf within my depth; and by this time the Storm 
was much abated. The Declivity was ſo ſmall, that I 

walked near a Mile before got to the ſhore, which I con- 
jectur d was about eight a-clock in the Evening. I then 


advanced forward near half a Mile, but could not diſcover 


any ſigu of Houſes or „ atleaſt Twas info weak 
"5 * 2 A 
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tired, and with that, and the Heat ot the Weather, and a- 
bout halt a Pint of Brandy that I drank as lett the Ship, 1 


tound myſelf much inclined to ſi 


downwards as much as I could, I perceived it to be a hu- 
man Creature not ſix Inches high, with a Bow and Arrow 


in his Hands, and a Quiver at his Back. In the mean time, | 
I telt at leaſt forty more of the ſame kind (as I conjectured) | 


following the firſt. I was in the utmoſt Aſtoniſhment, and 


roared ſo loud, that they all ran back in a fright; and ſome | 


of them, as I woes afterwards told, were hurt with = 


Falls they got by leaping from my ſides upon the Ground. 


However, they ſoon returned, and one of them, who ven- 
mo ſo far as to getafull fight of my Face, lifted up his 


Hands and Eyes by way of Admiration, cryed out in a ſhrill, | 
but diſtin& Voice, Hekinah Degul: The others repeated 


the ſame Words ſeveral times, but I then knew not what 


they meant. 'Tlay all this while, as the Reader may believe, | 
in great Uneaſineſs: At length, ſtruggling to getlooſe, I 1 
had the fortune to break the Strings, and wrench out the | 
Pegs that faſtened my left Arm to the Ground; for, by | 
ifting it up to my Face, Idiſcover d the Methods they had 
taken to bind me; and, at the ſame time, with a violent 
| bern which gave me exceſſive Pain, Ia little looſened the | 


trings that tied down my Hair on the left Side, ſo that 1 
TIE IN F Was 


a Condition, that I did not obſerye them: I was extremely 


mucl eep. I lay doyyn on the 
Graſs, which was very ſhort and ſoft, where i ſlept ſounder |} 
than ever I remember to have done in my life, and as Irec- 
koned, above nine Hours; for when I awaked, it was juſt 
Day-light, Iattempted to riſe, but was not able to ſtir : | 
For as I happen'd to lie on my Back, I found my Arms and 
Legs were ſtrongly faſtened on each ſide to the Ground; 
and my Hair, which was long and thick, tied down in the | 
lame manner. I likewiſe felt ſeveral {lender Ligatures a- 
croſs my Body, from my Arm- pits to my Thighs, I could 
only look upwards, the Sun began to grow hot, and the 
Light offended mine Eyes. I heard a confuſed Noiſe about 
me, but in the poſture I lay, could fee nothing except the 
Sky. Ina little time l felt ſomething alive moving on my 
left Leg, which adyancing gently forward over my Breaſt, | 
came almoſt up to my Chin ; when bending mine Eyes 
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vas juſt able to turn my Head about two Inches. But the 
Creatures ran off a ſecond time, before I could ſeize them; 
whereupon there was a great Shout in a very ſhrill Accent, 
and after it ceaſed, I heard one ot them cry aloud, Tolgo 
Phonac; when in an inſtant 1 felt above an hundred Arrows 
diſcharged on my left Hand, which pricked me like ſo ma- 
ny Needles; and beſides they ſhot another Flight into the 
Air, as we do Bombs in Europe, whereof many, I ſuppoſe 
fell on my Body, (though 1 felt them not) and ſome on m 
Face, which I immediately covered with my left 
When this Shower of Arrows was over, I fell a groanin 
with Grief and Pain, and then ftriving again to getlooſe, 
they diſcharged another Volly larger than = firſt, and ſome 
of them attempted with Spears to ſtick me in the Sides 
but, by good luck, I had on mea Buff Jerkin, which they 
could nat pierce. I thought it the moſt prudent Method 
to lie ſtill, and my Deſign was to continue ſo till Night, 
when my lett Hand being already looſe, I could eaſily tree 
myſelf: and as for the Inhabitants, I had reaſon to believe I 
might be a Match for the greateſt Armies they could bring 
againſt me, if they were allof the ſame ſize with him that 
I ſaw. But Fortune diſpoſed otherwiſe of me. When 
the People obſerved I was quiet, they diſcharged no more 
Arrows: But by the Noiſe I heard, I knew their Numbers 
encreaſed; and about four Yards from me, over-againſt m 
right Ear, I hearda knocking for above an Hour, like that 
ot People at work ; when turning my Head that way, as well 
as the Pegs and V would per mit me, I ſawya Stage erect 
ed about a foot and a half from the Ground, capable ot hold- 
ing tour of the Inhabitants, with two or three Ladders to 
mount it: From whenceoneof them, who ſeemed. to be 
a Perſon of Quality, made me a long Speech, whereof I 
undexſtogd not one Syllable. But I ſhould have mentioned, 
that before the principal Perſon began his Oration, he cry- 
ed out three times Langro Dehul ſan: (theſe Words and 
theformer were afterwardsrepeated and explained to me.) 
Whereupon immediately about fifty of the Inbabitants 
came, and cut the Strings that faſtened the left fide, of my 
Head, which gaye me the liberty of turning it to the right, 
and of obſerving the Perſon and Geſture ot him that was 


ay 
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to ſpeak. He appeared to be of a middle Age, and aller 
than any of the other three ho tttended lt , whereof 
one was a Page that held up his Train, and ſeemed to be 


ſome what longer than my middle Finger; the other two 4 
ſtood one on each ſide to upport him, He acted every part : 


of an Orator, and I could obſerve many Periods of Threat- 


nings, and others of Promiſes, Pity and Kindnefs, I an- 


ſwered inafew Words, but in the moſt ſubmiſſtye manner, 


lifting up my left Hand and both mine Eyes to the Sun, as | 
calling him tor a Witneſs; and being almoſt tamiſhed with | 
er, having not eaten a Morſel for fome Hours before | 


left the Ship, I found the Demands of Nature fo ſtrong up- 


on me, N 7 forbear 22 my by ence |} 

s againſt the ſtrict Rules of Decency) utting | 
1571 Puget tly on my Mouth, to ſignify . Wan- 
ted Food, The Hurgo (for ſo they call a great Lord, as 1 


afterwards learnt) underſtood me very well. He deſcen- 
ded from the Stage, and commanded thar ſeveral Ladders 
ſhould be applyed to my Sides, on which above an hundred 
of the Inhabitants mounted, -and walked towards my 


Mouth, laden with Baskets full of Meat, which had been 


. 


rſt Intelligence he received of me. I obſerved there was 
theFleſtrot ſeveral Animals, but could not diſtinguiſh them 
by the Tafte. There were Shoulders, Legsand Loins ſha- 
like thoſe of Mutton, and very well drefſed, but ſmal- 


ler than the Wings of a Lark. I eat them by two or three 


at a mouthful, and took three Loaves at a time, about the 
bigneſs of Musket Bullets. They fupplyed me as they 
could, ſnewing a thoufand Marks of Wonder and Aſtoniſh- 
ment at tny Bulk and Appetite, I then made another Sign 
that I wanted Drink. They found by my eating that a 
ſmall quantity would not ſuffice me, and being a moſt in- 
genious People, they flung up with great Dexterity one of 
their latgeſt Hogſheads, then rolled it towards my Hand, 
and beat out the Top; 1 drank it off at a Draught, which 
I mightwelldo, for it did not hold half a Pint, and taſted 
like a ſmall Wine of Burgundy, but much more 
delicious. They brought me a ſecond Hogſhead, which 1 
drank in the ſame manner, and made Sigas for re, — 
| | WF 


pg and fent thither by the King's Orders upon the | 


Soup 
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they bad none to give me, When I had perform'dtheſe 
Wonders, they ſhouted for Joy, anddanced upon my Breaſt, 


repeating ſeyeral times as they did at firſt, Hekimah Degul. 
They made mea Sign that I ſhould throw down the two 
Hogſheads, but firſt warned the People below to ſtand out 
of the way, cryingaloud, Borach Mivola, and when they 
Aw the Veſſels in the Air, there was an univerſal ſhout He- 
kinah Degul. 1 confeſs I was often tempted, while they 
were paſſing backwards and forwards on my Body to ſeize 
Fortyor Fitty, of the firſt that came in my reach, and daſh 
them againſt the Ground, But the remembrance of what 
I had felt, which probably might not be the worſt they could 
do, and the Promiſe of Honour I made them, for ſo ] inter- 
preted my ſubmiſſive Behaviour, ſoon droveout theſe Ima- 
ginations, Beſides, I now conſider d my ſelf asbound by the 
Laws of Hoſpitality to a People who had treated me with 
ſo much Expence and Magnificence. However, in my 
Thoughts 1 could not ſufficiently wonder at the Intrepidity 
of theſe diminutive Mortals, who durſt venture to mount 
and walk upon my Body, while one of my Hands was at 
liberty, without trembling at the very ſight of ſo prodigious 
a Creature as I muſt appear to them. After ſome time, 
when they obſerv'd that I made no more Demands for 
Meat, there appeared before me a Perſon of high Rank 
from his Imperial Majeſty. His cer nar having mounted 
on the {mall of my Right Leg, advanced forwards up to 
my Face, with about a Dozen of his Retinue. And pro- 
ducing his Credentials under the Signet Royal, which he 
applyed cloſeto mine Eyes, ſpoke about ten Minutes, with- 
out any ſigns of Anger, but witha kind of determinate Re- 
ſolution; often pointing forwards, which, as I afterwards 
tound, was towards the Capital City, about half a Mile 
diſtant, whither it was agreed by his Majeſty in Council 
that L muſt be conveyed, I anſwered in few words, but to 
no purpoſe, and madea Sign with my Hand that waslooſe, 
putting it to the other (but over his Excellency's Head, for 
tear of hurting him or his Train) and then to my own Head 
and Body, to ſignity that I defired my Liberty. It appeared 
that he underſtood me well enough, for he ſhaok his Head 
by way of Diſapprobation, and held his Hand in a Poſture 


Wy © 
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to ſhew that I muſt be carryed asa Priſoner. Howevet, hs 
made other Signs to let me underſtand that I ſhould have 
Meatand Drink enough, and very godd Treatment. Where- 2? 
upon I once more thought ofattempting to break my Bonds, 
but again, when I felt the ſmart of their Arrows upon my 
Face and Hands, which were all in Bliſters, and many of | 
the Darts ſtill ticking in them, and obſerving likewiſe that 
the Number of my Enemys encreaſed, I gave Tokens to 
let them know that they might do with me what they plea- - 
ſed. Upon this the Hurgo and his Train withdrew with 7 
much Civility and chearful Countenances. Soon after 1 
heard a general Shout, with frequent repetitions of the 
Words, Peplom Selan, and I te't great Numbers of the 
People on my Left ſide relaxing the Cords to ſuch a degree, 
that I was able to turn upon my Right, and to caſe myſeli 2 
with making Water; which very plentifully did, to the 
great 2 of the People, who conjecturing by m 
Motions what I was going to do, immediately opened to 
the right and left on that fide to avoid the Torrent which fell 
with ſuch violence from me, ' But before this, they had 
dawbed my Face and both my Hands with a ſort of Oint- 
ment very pleaſant to the Smell, which in a few Minutes 
removed all the ſmart of their Arrows. Theſe Circum- 


ſtances, added to the Refreſhment I had received by their 
Victuals and Drink, which were very nouriſhing, diſpoſed 
me to ſleep. I ſlept about eight hours, as I wasafterwards 
aſſured; and it was no wonder, for the Phyſicians, by the 
_ Emperor's Order, had mingled a ſleepy Potion in the Hog 
ſheadsoffWine, | | 


Ir ſeems that upon the firſt moment 1 was diſcovered: || 
ſleeping on the Groundatter my Landing, the Emperor had 


early noticeof it by an Expreſs, and determined in Council 


that 1 ſhouldbetyedin the manner J have related (which | 
was done in the Night while I ſlept) that Plenty of Meat and 
Drink ſhould be ſept me, and a Machine prepared to carry 


me to the Capital City. 
| Ts Reſolution perhaps may appear very bold and dan- 
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Emperor's largeſt Horſes, each in four Inches and — 
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prince in Europe on the like Occaſion ; however, in my O- 


pinion it was extremely prudent as well as generous. For 


ſuppoſing theſe People had endeavour'dto kill me withtheir 


Spears and Arrows while I was aſleep, I ſhould certainly 
have awaked with the firſt ſenſe of Smart, which might 


ſo far have rouzed my Rage and Strength, as to have ena- 
bled me to break the Strings where with I was tied; after 


which, as they were not able to make Reſiſtance, ſo they 


could expect no Mercy. 


Tuxst People are moſt excellent Mathematicians, and 


arrived toa great Perfection in Mechanicks by the counte- 
nance and encouragement of the Emperor, who is a re- 


nowned Patron of Learning. This Prince hath ſeveral 
Machines fixed on Wheels tor the Carriage ot Trees and 


other great Weights. He often builds his largeſt, Men of 


War, whereot ſomearenine foot long, in the Woods where 


the Timber grows, and has them carried on theſe Engines 


three or four hundred Yards to the Sea. Five hundred Car- 
pentersand En _ wereimmediately ſetat work to pre- 
pare the greateſt Engine they had. It wasa Frame of Wood 


- Taiſed three Inches from the Ground, about ſeven Foot 


long and four wide, moving upon twenty two Wheels. 
The Shout I heard was upon the arrival of this Engine, 
which it ſeems ſet out in four hours after my Landing. It 
was brought parallel to me as Ilay. But the paincipal Dif- 
ficulty was to raiſe and place me in this Vehicle. Eighty 
Poles, each of one Foot high, were erected for this pur- 
pole, and very ſtrong Cords of the bigneſs of Packthread 
were faſtned by Hooks to many Bandages, which the 
Workmen had girt round my Neck, my Hands, my Body, 


and my Legs. Nine hundred of the ſtrangeſt Men were 


employed to draw up theſe Cords by many Pulleys faſtned 
onthe Poles, and thus in leſs than three Hours, I was raiſed 
and flung into the Engine, and there tyed faſt. Allthis L 
was told, for while the whole Operation was performing, 
Lay in a profound Sleep, by the force of that ſoporiferous 
Medicine infuſed into my Liquor. Fifteen hundred of the 


_ 
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half high, were employed to draw me towards the Metro- 
polis, which, as I ſaid, was half a Mile diſtant. 


ABovurt four Hours after we began our Journey, I awa- 
ked by a very ridiculous Accident; for the Carriage being 
ſtopt a while to adjuſt ſomething that was out of order, 
two or three of the young Natives had the Curioſity to ſee 
how I looked when was aſleep ; they climbed up into the 
Engine, and advancing very ſottly to my Face, one of them, 
an Officer in the Guards, put the ſharp end of his Half-pike 
a good way up into my left Noſtril, which tickled my 
Noſe like a Straw, and made me ſneeze violently : where- 
upon they ſtole off unperceived, and it wasthree Weeks be- 
fore I knew the cauſe of my awaking io ſuddenly, We 
made a long March the remaining part of that Day, and 
reſted at Night with five — Guards on each ſide of 
me, half with Torches, and half with Bows and Arrows, 
ready to ſhoot me if I ſhould offer to ſtir. The next Morn- 
ing at Sun- riſe we continued our March, and arrived within 
two hundred Vards of the City-Gates about Noon. The 
Emperor, and all his Court came out to meet us, but his 
great Officers would by no means ſuffer his Majeſty to en- 
danger his Perſon by mounting on my Body. 


Ar the Place where the Carriage ſtopt, there ſtood an 
ancient Temple, eſteemed to be the largeſt in the whole 
Kingdom, which having been polluted ſome Veats before 


by an unnatural Murder, was, according to the Zeal of ; = - 
thoſe People, looked on as prophane, and therefore had 
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been applied to common Uſe, and all the Ornaments and 


Furniture carriedaway. In this Edifice it was determined j 
I ſhoald lodge. The great Gate fronting to the North was | 
about four Foot high, and almoſt two Foot wide, through 


whieh 1 couldeafily cr 
a {mall Window not above ſix Inches from the Ground: 
into that on the Left ſide, the King's Smiths conveyed four- 
ſcore and eleven Chains, like thoſe that hang to a Lady's 
Watch in Europe, and almoſt as large, which were locked 


to my left Leg with fix and thirty Padlocks. Over againſt 
this Temple, on bother fide of the great Highway, at | 


twenty 


eep. On each fide of the Gate was 
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twenty Foot diſtance, there was a Turret at leaft five Foot 


high. Here the Emperor aſcended with many principal 
Lords of his Court, to have an opportunity of viewing 
me, as I wastold, for I could not ſee them. It was reck- 
aned that above an hundred thouſand Inhabitants came out 
of the Town-upon the ſame Errand; and in ſpight of my 
Guards, I believe there could not be fewerthan ten thou- 
ſand, at ſeveraltimes, who mounted upon my Body by the 
help of Ladders. But a Proclamation was ſoon iſſued to 
forbidit upon pain of Death. When the Workmen found 
it was impoſſible tor me to break looſe; they cut all the 
Strings that bound me; whereupon Iroſeup with as me- 
lancholy a Diſpoſition as ever I had in my Life. But the 
noiſeand aſtoniſhment of the People at ſeeing me riſe and 
walk are not to be expreſſed. The Chains that held my 
left Leg were about two Yardslong, and gave me not only 
the Liberty of walking backwards and forwards ina Se- 
micirele; but being fixed within four Inches of the Gate, 


allowed me to creep in, and lie at my full Length in tha 
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CHAP. II. 


The Emperor of Lilliput, attended by ſeveral of the Nobility, 

come to ſee the Author in his Conſinement. The Empe- 

4, ror's Perſon and Habit deſcribed. Learned Men appointed 
to teach the Author their Language. He gains Favour by 
his mild Diſpoſition. His Pockets are ſearched, and his 
Sword and Piſtols taken from him. mY 


HEN I found myſelf on my Feet, I looked about 
me; and muſt confeſs I never beheld a more enter- 
raining Proſpect. The Country round appeared like a 
continued Garden, and the jncloſed Fields, which wese 7 
generally forty Foot ſquare, reſembled ſo many Beds of 
Flowers. Theſe Fields were intermingled with Woods of 
half a Stang, and the talleſt Trees, as I could judge, appea- 
red tobe ſeven Foot high. 1 viewed the Town on my left 
hand, which looked like the painted Scene of a City ina 
Theatre. : £2) 771 


I had been for ſome Hours extremely preſſed by the Ne- 
ceſſities of Nature; which was no wonder, it being almoſt 
two Days ſince I had laſt disburthened myſelf. I was under 
great Difficulties between Urgency and Shame. The beſt 
Expedient I could think on, was to creep into my Houſe, i 
which I accordingly did; and ſhutting the Gate after me, 
I went as far as the length ot my Chain would ſuffer, and 

diſcharged my Body ot that uneaſy Load. But this was thje 
only time I was ever guilty of ſouncleanly an Action; for 
which l cannot but hope the candid Reader will give ſome 
Allowance, after he hath maturely and impartiaſſy conſide- 
red my Caſe, and the Diſtreſs I was in. From this time 
my conſtant Practice was, as ſoon as I roſe, 9 | 
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that Buſineſs in open Air, at the full extent of my Chain, 
anꝗ due Care was taken every Morning before Company 
game, that the offenſive Matter ſhould be carried off in 
W heel-barrows by two Servants appointed for that purpoſe. 
I would not have dwelt ſo long upon a Circumſtance, that 
perhaps at firſt ight may appear not very momentous, it 
I had not thought it neceſſary tojuſtify my Character in 
point of Cleanlineſs to the World; which I am told ſome 
of my Maligners have been pleaſed, upon this and other 
Occaſions, to call in queſtion, 


Wren this Adventure was at an end, I came back out of 
my Houſe, having occaſion for freſh Air. The Emperor 
was already deſcended from the Tower, and advancing on 
Horſe-back towards me, which had like to have coſt him 
dear; for the Beaſt, though very well trained, yet wholly un- 
uſed to ſuch a Sight, which appeared as if a Mountain moved 
before him, reared up on his hinderFeet : But that Prince, who 
is an excellent Horſe-Man, kept his Seat, till his Attendants 
ranin, and held the Bridle, while his Majeſty had time to 
diſmount. When he alighted, he ſurveyed me round with 
great Admiration, but kept without thelength of my Chain. 


He ordered his Cooks and Butlers, who were already pre- 


pared, to give me Victuals and Drink, which they puſhed 
tor ward in a ſort of Vehicles upon Wheels till I could reach 
them. I took thoſe Vehicles, and ſoon emptied them all; 
twenty of them were filled with Meat, and ten with Li- 
quor, each of the former afforded me two or three goad 
Mouthfuls, and I emptied the Liquor of ten Veſſels, which 
was contained in earthen Vials, into one Vihicle, drinkin 

it off at a Draught, and ſo I did with the reſt. The Em- 
preſs, and young Princes of theBlood, of both Sexes, at- 


- tended by many Ladies, fate at ſome diſtance in their Chairs; 


but upon the Accident that happened to the Emperor's Horſe, 
they alighted, and came near his Perſon, which 1 am now 
deins to deſcribe. Heis taller by almoſt the breadthof my 

ail, than any of his Court, which alone is enough to ſtrike 
an Awe into the Beholders. His Features are ſtrong and 
waſculine, with an Auſtrian Lip and arched Noſe, his Com- 


| plexion olive, his Countcnance erect, his Body and Limbs 


well 
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well rtioned, all his Motions gracetul, and his Deport- 
—— — He was then palt hi Prime, being twenty 
eight Years and three Quarters old. of which he had reigned 
about ſeven, in great Felicity, and generally victorious. 
For the better convenience ot beholding him, I lay on my 
ſide, ſo that my Face was parallel to his, and he ſtood but 
three Yards off: However, I have had him ſince many 
times in my Hand, and therefore cannot be deceived in the 
Deſcription. His Dreſs was very plain and ſimple, and the 
Faſhion of it between the Aſiatick and the European; but 
he had on his Head a light Helmet of Gold, adorned with 
Jewels, and a Plume on the Creſt, He held his Sword drawn 
in his Hand, to defend him ſelf, it I ſhould happen to break 
looſe; it was almoſt three Inches long, the Hilt and Scabbard 
were Gold enriched with Diamonds. His Voice was ſhrill, 
but very clear and articulate, and I could diſtinctly hear it 
when | ſtood up. The Ladys and Courtiers were all moſt 
magnificently clad, ſo that the Spot they ſtood upon ſeemed 
toreſemble a Petticoat ſpread on the Ground, embroidered 
with Figures of Gold and Silyer. His Imperial Majeſty 
ſpoke often to me, and I returned Anſwers, but neither of 
us could underſtand a Syllable. There were ſeveral of his 

_ Prieſts and Lawyers preſent (as I conjectured by their Ha- 
bits) who were commanded to addreſs themſelves to me, 
and I ſpoketo them in as many Languages as I had theleaf: 
ſmattering of, which were High and Low Dutch, Latin, 
French, Spaniſh, Italian, and Lingua Franca; but all to no 
purpoſe. After about two Hours the Court retired, and I 
was left with a ſtrong Guard, to prevent the Impertinence, 
and probably the Maliceof the Rabble, who were very im- 
ient to croud about me as near as they durſt, and ſome of 
them had the Impudence to ſhoot their Arrows at me as I 
fate on the Ground by the Door of my Houſe, whereot one 
very narrowly miſled my left Eye. But the Colonel ordered 
fix of the Ring-leaders to be ſeized, and thought no Puniſh- 
ment ſo proper as to deliver them bound into my Hands, 
which ſome of his Soldiers accordingly did, puſhing them 
forwards with the But - Ends of their Pikes into my reach; 
I took them all in my right Hand, put five of them into my 
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if I would eat him alive. The poor Man ſqualled terribly, 
and the Colonel and his Officers were in much pain, eſpe- 
cially when they ſaw me take out my Penknife: But] ſoon 
put them out ot fear; for, looking mildly, and immediately 
cutting the Strings he was bound with, I ſet him gently on 
the Ground, and away he ran; I treated the reſt inthe ſame 
manner, taking them one by one out of my Pocket, and [ 
obſerved both the Soldiers and People were highly o- 
bliged at this Mark ot my Clemency, which was repreſen- 
ted very much to my Advantage at Court. 


TowarDs Night I got with ſome difficulty into my 
Houſe, where I lay on the Ground, and continued to do ſo 
about a Fortnight; during which time the Emperor gave 
Orders to have a Bed prepared tor me. Six Hundred Beds of 
the common Meaſure were brought in Carriages, and 
worked up in my Houſe, an hundred and fifty of their Beds 
ſown together made up the Breadth and Length, and theſe 
were tour double, which however kept me but very indif- 
ferently from the Hardneſs ot the Floor, that was of ſmooth 
Stone. By the ſame Computation they provided me with 
Sheets, Blankets, and Coverlets, tolerable enough for one 
who had been ſo long inured to Hardſhips as I. 


As the News of my Arrival ſpread through the King- 
dom, it brought prodigious Numbers of rich, idle, and 
curious People to ſee me; ſo that the Villages were almoſt 
emptied, and great Neglect of Tillage and Houſnold Affairs 
mult have enſued, if his Imperial Majeſty had not provided 
by ſeveral Proclamations andOrders of State againſt this In- 
conveniency. He directed that thoſe, who had already be- 
held me, ſhould return home, and not preſume to come 
within fifty Yards of my Houſe without Licence from 
Court; whereby the Secretarys of State got conſiderable 


Fees. 
In the mean time, the Emperor held frequent Councils 
to debate what Courſe ſhould be taken with me; and I was 


| kiterwards aſſured by a particular Friend, a Perſon of great 


Quality, who was looked upon to be as much in the Secret 
1 * 
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as any, that the Court was under many Difficulties conce?- 
ning me. They apprehended my breaking looſe, that my 
Diet would be very expenſive, and might cauſe a Famine, 7 
Sometimes they determined to ſtarve me, or at leaſt ro ſhoor 
me in the Face and Hands with poiſoned Arrows, which 
would ſoon diſpatch me: But again they conſidered, that 
the Stench of ſo large a Carcaſe might produce a Plague in 
the Metropolis, and probably ſpread through the whole 
- * Kingdom. In the midſt of theſe Conſultations, ſeveral 
Officers of the Army wen: to the Door of the great Coun- 
cil-Chamber ; and two of them being admitted, gave an 
account ot my Behaviour to the {ix Criminals above- men- 
tioned, which made ſo favourable an Impreſſion in the Breaſt 
of his Majeſty and the whole Board in my behalf, that an 
Imperial Cr mmiſſion was iſſued out, obliging allthe Villa- 3 
ges nine hundred Yards round the City, to deliver in every par: 
| Morning fix Beeves, forty Sheep, and other Victuals for my don 
Suſtenance; together with a proportionable Quantity of kne 
Bread, and Wine, and otherLiquors: For thedue Payment ſiſta 
ot which, his Majeſty gave Aſſignments upon his Treaſu- and 
ry. For this Prince lives chiefly upon his own Demeſnes, wh: 
ſeldom except upon great Occaſions raiſing any Subſidies left 
upon his Subjects, who are bound to attend him in his Wars upo 
at their own Expence. An Eſtabliſhment was alſo made ther 
= of ſix hundred Perſons to be my Domeſticks, who had Poc 
'F Board-Wages allowed for their Maintenance, and Tents Poc 
| built for them very conveniently on each fide of my Door. ſom 
It was likewiſe ordered, that three hundred Taylors ſhould but 
make me a Suit of Cloaths after the Faſhion of the Coun- andi 
try: That fix of his Majeſty's greateſt Scholars ſhould be Gen 
- employ'd to inſtruct me in their Language: And, laſtly, 2M an e 
that the Emperor's Horſes, and those of the Nobility, and 
Troops of Guards ſhould be frequently exerciſed in my mig 
Sight, to accuſtom themſelvesto me. All theſe Orders were MF war: 
duly put in Execution, and in about three Weeks I made a low. 
great Progreſs in learning their Language; during which 
time, the Emperor frequently honoured me with his Viſits,, I» 
and was pleaſed to aſſiſt my Maſters in teaching me. We 
began already to converſe together in ſome ſort; and the 
firſt Words L learnt were to expreſs my r F 
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pleaſe to give me my Liberty, which I every day repeated 
on my Knees. His Anſwer, as I could apprehend it, was, 
that this muſt bea Work of Time. not to be thoughr on 
without the Advice of Council, and that firſt I muſt Lymos 

' Kelmin peſſo deſmar lon Empoſo; that is, iwear a Peace with 
him and his Kingdom. However, that I ſhould be uſed 
with all Kindneſs, and he adviſed me to acquire by my Pa- 
tience, and diſcreet Behaviour, the good Opinion of him- 
{elf and his Subjects. He deſired I would not take it ill, if 
he gave Orders to certain proper Officers to ſearch me; for 
probably I might carry about me ſeveral Weapons, which 
muſt needs be dangerous things, if they anſwered the Bulk 
of ſo prodigious a Perſon. Iſaid, his Majeſty ſhould be ſa- 
tisfied, for I Was ready to ſtrip myſelf, and turn up my 
Pockets betore him. This I delivered part in Words, and 
part in Signs. He replied, that by the Laws of the King- 
dom I muſt be ſearched by two of his Officers; that he 
knew this could not be done without my Conſent and Aſ- 
ſiſtance; that he had ſo good an Opinion of my Generofity 
and juſtice, as to truſt their Perſons in my Hands: That 
whatever they took from me fhould be returned when L 
left the Country, or paid for at the Rate which I would ſet 
upon them. I took up the two Officers in my Hands, put 
them firſt into my Coat- Pockets, and then into every other 
Pocket about me, except my two Fobs, and another ſecret 
Pocket I had no mind ſhould be ſearched, wherein I had 
ſome little Neceſſaries that were of no conſequence to any 
but myſelf, In one of my Fobs there was aSilver Watch, 
and in the other a ſmall Quantity of Gold in a Purſe. Theſe 
Gentlemen, having Pen, Ink and Paper about them, made 
an exact Inventory of every thing they ſaw ; and when 
they had done, defired I would ſet them down, that they 
might deliver it to the Emperor. This Inventory atter- 
__ tranſlated into Engliſh, and is word for word as fol- 

ows. 


Ip RIM IS, In the right Coat- Pocket of the Great Man- 
Mountain (for ſol interpret the Words Quinbus Fleſtrin) 
|: after the ſtricteſt ſearch, we found only one great Piece of 
wid lt coarſeCloth, large enough tobeaFoot-Cloth tor your Ma- 
eas Wi © Parr I. D jelty's 
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jeſty's chief Room of State. In the left Pocket, we ſaw a 


huge Silver Cheſt, with a Cover of the ſame Metal, which on 
we the Searchers were not able to lift. We deſired it ſhould cut in 
be opened, and one of us ſtepping into it, found himſelf up the pr 
to the mid Leg in a ſort of Duſt, ſome Jt whereof flying cave: 
up to our Faces, ſet us both a ſneezing for ſeveral times to- ¶ Wed 
gether. In his right Waiſtcoat- Pocket, we found a prodi- Chai 
gious Bundle of white thin Subſtances, folded one over a- of ſo 
nother, about the bigneſs of three Men, tied with a ſtrong = faw c 
Cable, and marked with black Figures; which we humbly wee. 
conceive to be Writings, every Letter almoſt half as large "IF that! 
as the Palm of our Hands. In the left, there was a ſort of made 
Engine, from the Back of which were extended twenty IF e c 
long Poles, reſembling the Pallifado's before your Majeſty's God 
Court; wherewith we conjecture the Man-Mowntan # ter © 
combs his Head, for we did not always trouble him with right 
. Queſtions, becauſe we found it a great Difficulty to make 1405 
him underſtand us. In the large Pocket on the right ſide of his © 
his middle Cover, (ſol tranſlate the Word Rauſu-Lo, by gn of 
which'they meant my Breeches) we ſaw a hollow Pillar of large 
Iron, about the length ofa Man, faſtened to a {rrong pieceof MF qhur 
Timber, larger than the Pillar; and upon one fide of the there 
Pillar were huge Pieces ot Iron ſticking out, cut into ſtrange ¶ he re 
Figures, which we know not what to make of. Inthe left 
Pocket, another Engine of the fame kind. In the ſmaller H 
Pocket on the right ſide, were ſeveral round flat Pieces ot dilig 
. whiteandred Metal, of different Bulk; ſome of the white, bout 
Which ſeemed to be Silver, were ſo large and heavy, that "MW mal; 
my Comrade and I could hardly lift them. In the left Pocket Jeng! 
were two black Pillars irregularly ſhaped : We could not, yide 
without Difficulty, reach the top of them as we ſtood at your 


the bottom of his Pocket. Oneof them was covered, and 741G 
ſeemed all of a piece: But at the upper End of the other, 
there appeared a white round Subſtance, about twice the 
bigneſs of our Heads. Within each of theſe was incloſed but 
a prodigious Plate of Steel; which, by our Orders, we o- fitty 
bliged him to ſhew us, becauſe we apprehended they might 


4 


be dangerous Engines. He took them out of their Caſes, T 


and told us, that in his own Country his Practice was to Bog 
ſhave his Beard with one of theſe, and to cut his Meat with lity, 


the 
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che other. There were two Pockets which wye could not 
enter: Theſe he called his Fobs; Mey were two large Slits 
cut into the top of his middle Cover, but ſqueezed cloſe by 
the preſſure of his Belly. Out of the right Fob hung a great 
ing SilverChain,with a wonderful kind of Engine at the bottom. 
vee directed him to draw out whatever was faſtened tothat 
Chain; which appeared to be a Globe, half Silver, and half 
of ſome tranſparent Metal: For on the tranſparent ſide we 
ſavy certain ſtrange Figures circularly drawn, and thought 
wecould touch them, til! we found our Fingers ſtopped by 
IF that lucid Subſtance, He put this Engine to our Ears, which 
tot made an inceſſant Noiſe like that of a Water-Mill. And 
ve conjecture it is either ſome unknown Animal, or the 
XX God that he worſhips: But we are more inclined to the lat- 
14: ter Opinion, becauſe he aſſured us, (if we underſtood him 
right, for he expreſſed himſelf very imperfectly) that he 
ſeldom did any thing without conſulting it. He called it 
his Oracle, and faid it pointed out the Time for every Acti- 
o, by onof his Life. From the left Fob he took out a Net almoſt 
large enough for a Fiſnerman, but contrived to open and 
ceof 2X fſhur like a Purſe, and ſerved him for the ſame uſe: We found 
therein ſeveral maſſy Pieces of yellow Metal, which if they 
range be real Gold, muſt be of immenſe Value. | 


naller Havin thus, in obedience to your Majeſty's Commands, 
ces ot diligently ſearched all his Pockets, we obſerved a Girdle a- 
vhite, bout his Waiſt made of the Hide of ſome prodigious Ani- 
, that mal; from which, on the left Side, hung a Sword of the 
ocket length of five Men; and on the right, a Bag or Pouch di- 
d not, vided into two Cells, each Cell capable of holding three ot 
ood a your Majeſty's Subjects. In one of theſe Cells were ſeve- 
d, and ral Globes or Balls of a moſt ponderous Metal, about the big- 
other, neſs of our Heads, and required a ſtrong Hand to liſt them : 


ce the The other Cell contained a Heap of certain black Grains, 
cloſed IF dur of no great Bulk or Weight, for we could hold above 
we o. fifty ot them in the Palms of our Hands. 

might 1 | 

N Tus is an exact Inventory ef what we found about the 
was to 


Body of the Man- Mountain, who uſed us with great Civi- 


t with ly, and due Reſpect to your Majeſty's Commiſſion, Sign- 
n D 2 


cd 
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ed and Sealed on the fourth Day of the cighty ninth Moon 
of your Majeſty's auſpicious Reign. —_ | 
| Clefren Frelock, Marſi Frelock, 


Wuen this Inventory was read over to the Emperor, he 
directed me, although in very gentle Terms, to deliver up 
the ſeveral Particulars. He firſt called for my Scymiter, 
which I took out, Scabbard and all. In the mean time he 
ordered three thouſand of his choiceſt Troops (who then 
attended him) to furround me at a Diſtance, with their 
Bows and Arrows juſt ready to diſcharge: but I did not ob- 
ſer ve it, for mine Eyes were wholly fixed upon his Majeſty. © 
He then deſired me to draw my Scymiter, which, although 
it had got ſome Ruſt by the Sea-Water, was in moſt parts 
exceeding bright. I did ſo, and immediately all the Troops 
gave a Shout between Terror and Surprize; for the Sun 
ſhone clear, and the Reflexion dazled their Eyes as I waved 7 
the Scymiter to and fro in my Hand. His Majeſty, who 
is a moſt magnanimous Prince, was leſs daunted than! 
could expect; he ordered me to return it into the Scabbard, 3 
and caſt it on the ground as gently as I could, about fix Foot 
from the end of my Chain. The next thing he demanded 

was one of the hollow Iron Pillars, by which he meant my 

Pocket -Piſtols. I drew it out, and at his deſire, as well as 

1 could. exprefled to him the Uſe of it; and charging it 

only with Powder, which by the cloſeneſs of my Pouch 

happened to ſcape wetting in the Sea, (an Inconvenience 
- againſt which all prudent Mariners take ſpecial care to pro- 
vide) I firſt cautioned the Emperor not to be afraid, and 
then I let it off in the Air. The Aſtoniſhment here was 
much greater than at the ſight of my Scymiter. Hun- 
dreds tell down as if they had been ſtruck dead; and even 
the Emperor, although he ſtood his ground, could not re- 
cover himfelf in ſome time. I delivered up both my Pi- 
ſtols in the ſame manner, as I had done my Scymiter, and 
then my Pouch of Powder and Bullets; begging him that 
the former might be kept from the Fire, for it would kin- 
dle with the ſmalleſt Spark, and blow up his Imperial P- 
lace into the Air. I likewiſe delivered up my Watch, 


ONE - . 


. which the Emperor was very curious to ſee, and comman- | 
4 cedi 
| 
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on dedtwo of his talleſt Yeomen of the Guards to bear it on a 
Pele upon their Shoulders, as Dray-men in England doa Bar- 
ck. tot Fe.” He was amazed at the continual Noiſe it made, 
and the Motion of the Minute-hand, which he could eaſily 
fen; tor their Sight is much more acute than. pray 5 
up and asked the Opinions of his learned Men about him, which 
ter, were various and remote, as the Reader may well imagine 
ehe without my repeating; although indeed I could not very 
hen 8 underſtand them. I then gave up my Silver and 
heir cone „my Purſe with 48 Pieces of 8 
4 wy ſmaller > ug my Knife and Razor, my 
eſty. and Silver Snuff-Box, my Handkerchief and Jorge Boo — 
ugh My Scymiter, Piſtols, and Pouch, were conveyed in Car- 
arts riages to his Majeſty's Stores; but the reſt of my Goods 
dops were returned me, 


Sun | 

aved I had, as I betore obſerved, one private Pocket which 
who eſcaped their Search, wherein there was a pair of Specta- 
an I cles (which I ſometimes uſe for the weakneſs of mine 
dard, Eyes) a Pocket PerſpeQive, and ſeveral other little Conve- 
Foot ¶ niencies; which being of no Conſequence to the Emperor, 


nded I did not think my feit bound in Honour to diſcover, and [ 


tmy FF apprehended they mightbeloſt or ſpoiled if I venturedthem 
ell as ¶ out of my Poſſeſnon. 


al Pa- 
fatch, 4 
man- 
ccdi8 
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CHAP, III. 


The Authoy diverts the Emperor and his Nobility of both 
Sexes in a very uncommon Manner. The 1 the 
Court o Lilliput deſcribed. The Author hath his Liberty 

granted him upon certain Conditions. 


Y Gentleneſs and good Behaviour had gained ſo far on 
the Emperor and his Court, and indeed upon the 
Army and People in general, that I began to conceive Hopes 
of getting my Liberty in a ſhort time. I took all poſſible 
Methods to cultivate this favourable Diſpoſition. The Na- 
tives came by degreesto be leſs apprehenſive of any Danger 
from me. I would ſometimes lie down, and let five or {ix 
of them dance on my Hand. And at laſt the Boys and Girls 
would venture to come and play-at Hide and Seek in my 
Hair. Thad now made a good Progreſs in underſtanding 
and ſpeaking their Language. The Emperor had a mind 
one Day to entertain me with ſeveral of the Country Shows, 
wherein they exceed all Nations I have known, both for 
Dexterity and Magnificence. I wasdiverted with none ſo 
much as chat of the Rope-Dancers, performed upona ſlen- 
der white Thread, extended about two Foot, and twelve 
Inches trom the Ground. Upon which I ſhall deſire liber- 
ty, with the Reader's Patience, tocalarge a little. 


Tuis Diverſion is only practiſed by thoſe Perſons who 
are Candidates tor great Employments, and high Favour, 


at Court. They are trained in this Art from their Vout, 


and are not always of noble Birth or liberal Education. 
When a great Office is vacant either by Death or Diſgrace 
(which often happens) five or {ix of thoſe Candidates pe- 


tition the Emperor to entertain his Majeſty and the Court 


with 
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with a Dance on the Rope, and whoever jumps the higheſt 
without falling, {ucceeds in the Office. Very often the 
Chiet Miniſters themſelvesare commanded to ſhew their 
Skill, and to convince the Emperor that they have not loſt 
their Faculty. Flamnap, the Treaſurer, isallowed to cut a 
Caper on the ſtrait Rope, at leaſt an Inch higher than any 
other Lord in the whole Empire. I have ſeen him do the 
Somerſet ſeverai times together upon a Trencher fixed on 
the Rope, which is nothicker than a common Packthread 
in England, My Friend Reldreſal, Principal Secretary for 
private Affairs, is, in my opinion, if I am not partial, the 
ſecond after the Treaſurer ; the reſt of the great Officers 
are much upon a Par. 


on Tauss Diverſions are often attended with fatal Acci- 
he dents, whereof great Numbers are on Record. I my ſelf 
XS bhlaayve ſeen two or three Candidates break a Limb. But the 
ble Danger is much greater when the Miniſters themſelves are 


commanded to ſnew their Dexterity; for by contending to 
excel themſelves and their Fellows, they ſtrain fo far, that 
there is hardly one of them who hath not received a Fall, 
and ſome ot them two or three. I was aſſured that a Year 
or two before my arrival, Flimnap would have infallibly 
broke his Neck, if one of the King's Cuſhions, that acci- 


dentally lay on the Ground, had not weakened the Force of 
his Fall. 


THERE is like wiſe another Diverſion which is only ſhewn 
before the Emperor and Empreſs, and firſt Miniſter, upon 
particular Occaſions. The Emperor lays on a Table 5 
fine ſilken Threads of ſix Inches long. One is Purple, the 
other Yellow, and the third White. Theſe Threads are 
| pro ſed as Prizes for thoſe Perlons whom the Emperor 

ath a mind to diſtinguiſh by a peculiar Mark of his Favour. 
The Ceremony is performed in his Majeſty's great Cham- 
ber of State, where the Candidates are to undergo a Tryal 
of Dexterity very different from the former, and ſuch as 1 
have not obſerved the leaſt Reſemblance of in any other 
Country of the old or the new World. The Emperor holds 
a Stick in his Hands, both Ends parallel to the Horizon, 


while 
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vrhile the Candidates advancing one by one, ſometinſes leap 
over the Stick, ſometimes creep under it backwards and 
for wards ſeveral times, according as the Stick- is advanced 
or depreſſed. Sometimes the Emperor holds one end of 
the Stick, and his firſt Miniſter the other; ſometimes the 
Miniſter has it intirely to himſelf. Whoever performs hispart 
with moſt Agility, and holds out the longeſt in leaping and 
creeping, is rewarded with the Purple coloured Silk; the 
Yellow is given to the next, and the White to the third, 
which they all wear girttwice round about the middle; and 
you ſee few great Perſons about this Court, who are not 
_ adorned with one of theſe Girdles. "i 


Tux Horſes of the Army, andthoſe of the Royal Stables, 
having been daily led before me, were no longer ſhy, but 
would come up to my very Feet without ſtarting, The 
Riders would leap them over my Hand as held it on the 
Ground, and one of the Emperor's Huntſmen, upon a2 
largeCourſer,took myFoot, Shoe and all; which was indeed 
a prodigious Leap. I had the good fortune to divert the 
Emperor one day after a very extraordinary manner. I de- 
fired he would order ſeveral Sticks of two foot high, and 
the thickneſs of an ordinary Cane, to be brought me; 
whereuponhisMajeſty commanded theMaſter of his Woods 
to give Directions accordingly, and the next Morning fix 
Wood-men arrived with as many Carriages,drawn by eight 
Horſes to each. I took nine of theſe Sticks, and fixing 
them firmly in the Ground in a Quadrangular Figure, two 
foot and a half Square, | took four other Sticks, and tyed 
them parallel at each Corner, about two foot trom the 
Ground; then I faftned my Handkerchief to the nine Sticks 
that ſtood erect, and extended it on all ſides till it was as tight 7 
as the top of a Drum; and the four parallel Sticks riſing a- 
bout five Inches higher than the Handkerchief ſerved as © 
Ledges on each fide. When I had finiſhed my Work, 1 de- 
fired the Emperor to let a Troop of his beſt Horſe, twenty . 
four in number, come and exerciſe upon this Plain. 
His Majeſty approved ot the Propoſal, and I took them up of 
one by one in my Hands, ready mounted and armed, with 


the proper Officers to exerciſe them, As ſoon as they got 
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jato order, they divided into two Parties, performed mock 
Skirmifhes, diſcharged blunt Arrows, drew their Swords, 
fled and purſued, attacked and retired, and in ſhort diſco- 
vered the beft MilitaryDiſciplineI ever beheld. The paral- 
le Sticks ſecured them and their Horſes from falling over 
the Stage; and the Emperor was fo much delighted, that 
he ordered this Entertainment to be repeated ſeveral days, 
and once was pleaſed to be lifted up, and givethe word of 
Command; and with great difficulty, perſwaded even the 
Emprefs her ſelf to let me hold her cloſe Chair within two 
Yatdsof the Stage, from whence ſhe was able to take a full 
Vie wof the whole Performance. Itwas my good fortune that 
no ill Accident happened in theſe Entertainments, only once 
a fiery Horſe that belonged to one of the Captains pawing 
with his Hoof ſtruck a Hole in my Handkerchief, and his 
Foot ſlipping he overthrew his Rider and himfelf; butl 
immediately relieved them both, and covering the Hole 
with one Hand, I ſet down the Troop with the other, in 
the ſo me manner as I took them up. The Horſe that fell 
was ſtramed in the left Shoulder, but the Rider got no Hurt, 
and I repaired my Handkerchief as well as I could; howe- 
ver, I would not truſt to the Strength of itany more in ſuch 
dangerous Enter prizes. 9385 


Aour two or three days before I was ſet at liberty, as L 
was entertaining the Court with theſe kind of Feats, there 
arrived an Exprefs to inform his Majeſty that ſome of his 
Subjects riding near the Place where 1 was firſt taken up, 
had feen a great black Subſtance lying on the Ground, very 
oddly ſhaped, extending its Edges round as wide as his Ma- 
jeſty's Bed-chamber, andriſing up in the middleas high asa 
Man; that it was noliving Creature, as they at firſt appre- 
IF hended, for it lay on the Grafswithout Motion, and ſome 
of them had walked round it ſeveral times: Thatby mount- 
ing upon each others Shoulders, they had got to the top, 
vwhich was flat and even, and ſtamping upon it they found 
in. it was hollow within; that they humbly conceived it might 
4 be ſomethin g belonging to the Man- Mountain, and if his 

Wo Majeſty pleaſed, they would undertake to bring it with only 
five Horſes, I preſently knew what they meant, and was 
PART I. E glad 


— — ———— pol . 
— — 
— — 
5 : . 
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lad at heart to receive this Intelligence. It ſeemsupon a 
rſt reaching the Shore after our Ship-wreck, I wasinſu 
Confuſion, that before I came to the Place where I went to 
ſleep, my Hat which had faſtned with a String to my Head 
while I was rowing, and had ſtuck on all the timeI was 
fwimming, tell off after I came to Land; the String, as! 
conjecture, breaking by ſome Accident which I never ob- 
ſerved, but thought my Hat had been loſt at Sea. I intreat- 
ed his Imperial Majeſty to give Orders it might be brought 
to me as ſoon as poſſible, deſcribing to him the Uſe and the 
Nature of it: And the next day the Waggoners arrived with 
it, but not in a very good Condition; they had bored two 
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Holes in the Brim, within an Inch and half of the Edge, 


and faſtned two Hooks in the Holes; theſe Hooks were tyed 
by a long Cord to the Harneſs, and thus my Hat was drag- 
ged along for above half an Engliſh Mile: But the Ground 
in that Country being extremely ſmooth and level, it re- 
ceived leſs Damage than I expected. | 


Two Daysafter this Adventure, the Emperor having or- 


dered that Part of his Army which quarters in andabout 
his Metropolis to be ina Readineſs, took a fancy of divert- 
irig himſelf in a very ſingular manner. Hedefired I would 
ſtand like a Coloſſus, with my Legs as far aſunder asI con- 


- veniently could. He then commanded his General (who 


was an old experienced Leader, andagreat Patronof mine) 


to dravv 875 Troops in eloſe Order, and march them un- 


der me, the Foot by Tw¾enty- four in abreaſt, and the Horſe 
by Sixteen, with Drums beating, Colours flying, and Pikes 
advanced. This Body conſiſted of three thouſand Foot, 


and a thouſand Horſe. His Majeſty gave Orders, upon pain 


of Death, that every Soldier in his March ſhould obſerve 
the ſtricteſt Decency, with regard to my Perſon ; which, 
however, could not prevent ſome of the younger Officers 
from turning up their Eyes as they paſſed under me. And, 
to confeſs the Truth, my Breeches were at that time in fo 


ill a Condition, that they afforded ſome Opportunities for 


Laughter and Admiration, 
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I had ſent ſo many Memorials and Petitions for my Li- 
berty, that his Majeſty at length mentioned the Matter firſt 
in the Cabinet, and then in a full Council; where it was op- 
poſed by none, except Skyreſh Bolgolam, who was pleaſed, 
without any Provocation, to be my mortal Enemy. But 
it was carried againſt him by the whole Board, and confir- 
med by the Emperor. That Miniſter was Galbet, or Ad- 
miralof the Realm, very much in his Maſter's Confidence, 
anda Perſon well verſed in Affairs, but of a moroſe and four 
Completion. However, he was at length perſuaded to 
comply; but prevailed that the Articlesand Conditions up- 
on which I ſhould be ſet tree, and to which I muſt ſwear, 


ſhould be drawn up by himſelt.Theſe Articles werebrought 


to me by Skyreſh Bolgolam in Perſon, attended by two Un- 
der-Secretarys, and ſeveral Perſons of Diſtinction. Atter 
they were read, I was demanded to {wear to the Perfox- 


mance of them; firſt in the manner of my own Country, 


and afterwards in the Method preſcribed by their Laws; 
which was to hold my right Foot in my left Hand, to place 
the middle Finger of my right Hand on the Crown of my 
Head, and my Thumb on the Tip of my right Ear. But 
becauſe the Reader may perhaps be curious to have ſome l- 
dea ot the Style and Manner of Expreſſion peculiar to that 
People, as well as to know the Articles upon which I reco- 
vered my Liberty, I have made a Tranſlation of the whole 
Inſtrument word for word, as near as I was able, which I 
here offer to the Publick. 


GoLBasTo MoMAREN ExLAMRE GurDiLo SHEFIN MULLY 
ULLy Gue, moſt Mighty Emperor of Lillipur, Delightand 
Terror of theUniveric, whoſe Dominions extend five thou- 
{and Bluſtrugs, (about twelve Miles in Circumference) to 
the Extremitys of the Globe; Monarch of all Monarchs, 
taller than the Sons of Men; whoſe Feet preſs down to the 
Center, and whoſe Head ſtrikes againſt the Sun: At whoſe 
Nod the Princes of the Earth ſhake their Knees; pleaſant 
asthe Spring, comfortable as the Summer, fruitful as Au- 
tumn, dreadful as Winter. His moſt ſublime Majeſty pro- 
poſed to the —— lately arrived to our Celeſtial 
EY 2 Dem 


j 
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Dominions, the following Articles, which by a ſolemn 
Oath he ſhall be obliged to perform. 


Figsr, The Man-Mountain ſhall not depart from on- 
minions, without our Licence under our Great Seal. 


24, He ſhall not preſume to come into our Metropolis, 
without our expreſs Order; at which time the Inhabitants, 
ſhall have two Hours warning to keep within their Doors, 


3d, Tux ſaid Maz-Mountain ſhall confine his Walks to 
our principal High Roads, and not offer to walk or lie down 
in A Meacow or Field of Corn. | 


4th, As he walks the ſaid Roads, he ſhall take the utmoſt 
care not to trample upon the Bodies of any of our loving 
Subjects, their Horſes, or Carriages, nor take any of our 
faid ane into his Hands, without their own Conſent. 


5th, Ir an Expreſs requires extraordinary Diſpatch, the 
Man-Mountain ſhall be obliged to carry in his Pocket the 
Meſſenger and Horſe a Six Days Journey once in every 
Moon, and return the ſaid Meſſenger back (if io Rs 


fafe to our Imperial Preſence. 

fo 
6th, He ſballbe our Ally againſt our Enemies in i theTſland all 
of Blefuſcu, and do his utmoſt to deſtroy their F a Su 
Js now preparing to invade Us, Fr 
Ny 
ib, Twarthe ſaid Man- Mountain hall, at his times of hat 
leiſure, be aiding andaſſiſting to our Workmen, in helping dr: 
to raiſe certain great Stones, towards covering the Wall of Ty 
the principal Park, and other our Royal Buildings. Bo, 
cor 

8h, Tuar the ſaid Man- Aountain ſhall, in two Moons to 
time, deliver in an exact Survey of the Circumterence of Re: 
our Dominions by a Ch Mt of his own es aun ple, 


the Coaſt, 


© LASTLY, 
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LASTLY, That upon his ſolemn Oath to obſerve all the 
above Articles, the ſaid Man- Mountain ſhall have a daily Al- 
lowance of Meat and Drink ſufficient for the Support of 
1724 of our Subjects, with free Acceſs to our Royal Per- 
ſon, and other Marks of our Favour. Given at our Palace 
at Belfaborac the twelfth Day of the Ninety- firſt Moon ot 
our Reign. | «ITY. | 


Iſworeandſubſcribed to theſe Articles with great Chear- 
fulnels and Content, although ſome ot them were not ſo 
honourable as I could have wiſhed ; which proceeded whol- 
ly from the Malice of Skyreſh Bolgolam the High Admiral: 
Whereupon my Chains were immediately unlocked, and I 
was at fullliberty; the Emperor himſelf in Perſon did me 
the Honour to be by at the whole Ceremony. I made my 
Acknowledgments by proſtrating myſelf at his Majeſty's 
Feet: But he — me to riſe; and after many gra- 
cious Expreſſions, Which, to avoid the Cenſure of Vanity, 
I ſhall not repeat, he added, that he hoped I ſhould prove a 
uſeful Servant, and well deſerve all the Favours he had al- 
ready conferred upon me, or might do tor the future. 


Tux Reader may pleaſe to obſerve, that in the laſt Article 
tor the Recovery of my Liberty, the Emperor ſtipulates to 
allow me a Quantity of Meat and Drink ſufficient for the 
Support of 1724 Lilliputians. Some time after, asking a 
Friend at Court how they came to fix on that determinate 
Number; he told me, that his Majeſty's Mathematicians, 
having taken the Height of my Body by the Help of a Qua- 
drant, and finding it to exceed theirs in the Proportion of 
Twelve to One, they concluded from the Similarity of their 
Bodies, that mine muſt contain at leaſt 17 24 of theirs, and 
conſequently would require as much Food as was neceſſary 
to ſupport that Number of Lilliputians. By which, the 
Reader may conceive an Idea of the Ingenuity of that Peo- 
ple, as wellasthe prudent and exact Oeconomy of ſo great 


a Prince. 
850 
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CHAP. IV. 


Mildendo, he Metropolis of Lilliput, deſcribed, together 
with the Emperor's Palace. A Converſation between the 
Author and a Principal Secretary, concerning the Affairs 
of that Empire: The Author's Offers to ſerve the Emperor 

jn his Mars. | 


HE firſt Requeſt I madeafter I had obtained my Li- 
berty, was, that I might have Licence to ſee Mil- 

dendo, the Metropolis; which the Emperor eaſily granted 
me, but with a ſpecial Charge to do no hurt, either to the 
Inhabitants, or their Houſes, The People had notice 7 
Proclamation of my deſign to vifit the Town. The Wall 
which encompaſſed it, is two Foot and an half high, and 


at leaſt eleven Inches broad, ſo that a Coach and Horſes may 


bedriven very ſafely round it; and it is flanked with ſtrong 
Towers at ten Foot diſtance. I ſtept over the great Weſt- 
ern Gate, and paſſed very gently, and fideling through the 
two principal Streets, only in my ſhort Watſtcoat, for fear 
of damaging the Roofs and Eves of the Houſes with the 
Skirts of my Coat. I walked with the utmoſt Circum- 
ſpection, to avoid treading on any Stragglers, that might 
remain in the Streets, although the Orders were very ſtrict, 
that all People ſhould keep in their Houſes, attheir own Pe- 
ril, The Garret Windows and Tops of Houſes were ſo 
crowded with Spectators, that I thought in all my Tra- 
vels I had not ſeen a more populous Place. The City is an 
exact Square, each {ide of the Wall being five hundred foot 
long, The two great Streets which run croſs and divide 
it into four Quarters, are five foot wide. The Lanes and 
Alleys which I could notenter, butonly viewed them as I 


paſſed, are from twelve to, eighteen Inches. The Town 


-- 


„ 
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is capable of holding five hundred thouſand Souls. The 


Houlesare from three to five Stories. The Shops and Mar- 
kets well provided. 3 5 


Taz Emperor's Palace is in the Center of the City, 
where the two great Streets meet. It is encloſed by a Wall 
of two foot high, and twenty foot diſtant from the Buil- 
dings. 1 had his Majeſty's Permiſſion to ſtep over this 
Wall; and the Space being ſo wide between that and the 
Palace, I could eaſily view it on every fide. The outward 
Court is a Square of forty foot, and includes two other 
Courts: In the inmoſt are the Royal Apartments, which I 
was very deſirous to ſee, but found it extremely difficult; 
for the great Gates, from one Square into another, were 
but eighteen Inches high, and ſeven Inches wide. Now 
the Buildings of the outer Court were at leaſt five foot high, 


and it was impoſſible for me to ſtride over them, without 


infinite Damage to the Pile, though the Walls were ſtrong- 
ly built of hewn Stone, and four Inches thick. At the fame 
time the Emperor had a great deſire that I ſhould ſee the 
Magnificence of his Palace; but this I was not able to do 
till three Days after, which I ſpent in cutting down with 
my Knife ſome ot the largeſt Trees in the Royal Park, a- 
bout an hundred Yards diſtant from the City. Of theſe 


Trees I made two Stools, each about three foot high, and 


ſtrong enough to bear my Weight. The People having re- 
ceived notice a ſecond time, I went again through the City 
to the Palace, with my two Stools in my Hands. When 1 
came to the fide of the outer Court, I ſtood upon one Stool, 
and took the other in my Hand: This I lifted over the Roof, 
and gently ſet it down on the Space between the firſt and 
ſecond Court, which was eight foot wide. I then ſtept 
over the Buildings very conveniently from one Stool to the 
other, and drew up the firſt after me with a hooked Stick. 


By this Contrivance I got into the inmoſt Court; and lying 


down upon my ſide, I applied my Face to the Windows of 
the middle Stories, which were left open on purpoſe, and 
diſcovered the moſt ſplendid Apartments that can be ima- 
gined. There I taw the Empreſs, and the young Princes 
in their ſeveral Lodgings, with their chief Attendants — 

them. 


—— 
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them. Her Imperial Majeſty was pleaſed to ſmile very gra- 
eiouſly uppn me, and gave me out of the Window her 
Hand to k iſs. 40 6 


Bor I ſhall not anticipate the Reader with farther Deſ- 
eriptions of this kind, becauſe E reſerve them for a greater 
Work, which is now almoſt ready for the Prefs, contain- 
ing a general Deſcription of this Empire, from its firſt E- 

xection; through a long Series of Princes, with a particular 
Account of their Wars and Politicks, Laws, Learning, 
and Religion; their Plants and Animals, their peculiar 
Manner sand Cuſtoms, withother Matters very curious and 
uſeful; my chief deſign at preſent being only to relate ſuch 
Events and Tranſactions as happened to the Publick, or to 
myſelf, during a Reſidence of about nine Months in that 


Om Morning, about a Fortnight after I had obtain d my 
Liberty, Keldrejal, Principal Secretary (as they ſtyle him) 
of private Affairs, came to my Houſe, attended only by 
one Servant. He ordered his Coach to wait at a diſtance, 
and deſired I would give him an Hour's Audience; which 
I readily conſented to, on account of his Quality, and per- 
ſonal Merits, as well as the many good Offices he had done 
me during my Sollicitations at Court. I offered to lie dovyn, 
that he might the more conveniently reach my Ear; but he 
choſe rather to let me hold him in my Hand during our Con- 
verſation. He began with Compliments on my Liberty, 
aid he might pretend to ſome Merit in it; but, however, 
added, that if it had not been for the preſent Situation of 
things at Court, perhaps I might not have obtained it ſo 
- ſoon. For, ſaid he, as flouriſhing a Condition as we may 
appear to be in to Foreigners, we labour under two mighty 
Exils; a violent Faction at home, and the Danger of an In- 
raſion by a moſt potent Enemy from abroad. As to the 
friſt, you are to underſtand, that for above ſeventy Moons 
paſt, there have been two ſtruggling Parties in this Empire, 
under the Names of Trameckſan, and Slameckſan, from the 
kigh and low Heels on their Shoes, by which they diſtin- 
guiſh themſelves. It is alledged indeed, that the high Heels 

are 


their Eggs. The People fo highly reſented this Law, that 
? b 
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are moſt agreeable to our ancient Conſtitution: But how- 
ever this be, his Majeſty hath determined to make uſe of 
only low Heels in the Adminiſtration of the Government. 
and all Offices in the Gift of the Crown, as you cannot but 
obfer ve; and particularly, that his Majefty's Imperial Heels 
are lower at leaſt by a Drurr than any of his Court; ( Drurr 
is x Meaſure about the fourteenth Part of an Inch.) The 
Animoſitys between theſe two Parties run fo high, that 
they will neither cat nor drink, nor talk with each other. 
We compute the Trameckſ/an, or High-Heels, to exceed us 
innumber; but the Power is wholly on our fide. We ap- 

rehend his Imperial Highneſs, the Heir to the Crown, to 
Live ſome Tendency towards the High-Heels; at leaſt, we 
can plainly diſcover one of his Heels higher than the other, 
which gives him a Hobble in his Gait. Now, in the midſt 
of theſe inteſtine Diſquiets, we are threatned with an In- 
vation from the Iſland of Blefuſcu, which is the other great 
Empire of the Univerſe, almoſt as large and powerful as 
this of his Majeſty. For as to what we have heard you af- 
firm, that there are other Kingdoms and States in the World, 
inhabited by human Creatures as large as yourſelf, our Phi- 
loſophers are in much doubt, and would rather conjecture 
that you dropt from the Moon, or one of the Stars; be- 
cauſe it is certain, that an hundred Mortals of your Bulk 
would, in a ſhort time, deſtroy all the Fruits and Cattle of 
his Majeſty's Dominions. Beſides, our Hiſtorys of fix 
thouſand Moons make no mention of any other Regions, 


than the two great Empires of Lilliput and Blefuſers. Which 


two —_— y Powers have, as I was going to tell you, been 
engage in a moſt obſtinate War for fix and thirty Moons 
paſt. It began upon the following Occaſion. It is allow» 
ed on all hands, that the primitive way of breaking Eggs 
before we eat them, was upon the larger End: But his pre- 
ſent Majeſty's Grandfather, while he was a Boy, going to 
cat an Egg, and breaking it according to the ancient Pract- 
ice, happened to cut one of his Fingers. Whereupon the 
Emperor his Father publiſned an Edict, commanding all his 
Subjects, upon great Penalties, to break the ſmaller End ot 
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our Hiſtorys tell us there have been fix Rebellions raiſed on 
that account; wherein one Emperor loſt his Life, and ano- 
ther his Crown. Theſe civil Commotions were conſtant- 
ly fomented by the Monarchs of Bleſuſcu; and when they 
were quelled, the Exiles always fled for Refuge to that Em- 
pire. It is computed, that eleven thouſand Perſons have, 
at ſeveral times, ſuffered Death, rather than ſubmit to break 
their Eggs at the ſmaller End. Many hundred large Vo- 
lumes have been publiſhed upon this Controverſy : But the 
Books of the Big-Endians have been long forbidden, and 
the whole Party rendred incapable by Law of holding Em- 
ployments. During the Courſe of their Troubles, the 
Emperors of Blefuſcu did frequently expoſtulate by their 
Embaſſadors, accuſing us of making a Schiſm in Religion, 
by offending againſt a fundamental Doctrine of our great 
Prophet Luſtrog, in the fifty- fourth Chapter of the Brun- 
decral, (which is their Alcoran) This, however, is 
thought to be a meer Strain upon the Text: For the Words 
are theſe; That all true Believers ſhall break their Eggs at 
the convenient End : and which is the convenient End, 
ſeems, in my humble Opinion, to be left to every Man's 
Conſcience, or at leaft in the Power of the Chiet Magi- 
ſtrate to determine. Now the Big-Endian Exiles have 
foundſo much Credit in the Emperor of Bleſuſcu's Court, 
and ſo much private Aſſiſtance and Encouragement from 
their Party hereat home, that a bloody War hath been car- 
ryed on between the two Empires for {ix and thirty Moons 
with various Succeſs; during which time we have loſt 
forty Capital Ships, and a much greater Number of 
{maller Veſſels, together with thirty thouſand ot our 
beſt Seamen and Soldiers; and the Damage received 
by the Enemy is reckoned to be ſomewhat greater 
than Ours, However, they have now equipped a nu- 
merous Fleet, and are juſt preparing to make a De- 
ſcent upon us; and his Imperial Majeſty placing 
great Confidence in your Valour and Strength, hat! 
commanded Me to lay this Account of his Affairs be- 
fore You, | 


[ 
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I deſired the Secretary to preſent my humble Duty 
to the Emperor, and to let him know, that I thought 
it would not become Me, who was a Foreigner, to 
interfere with Partys; but I was ready, with the ha- 
zard of my Life, to defend his Perſon and State againſt 
all Inyaders, 
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The Author by an extraordinary Stratagem prevents an In- 
vaſion. A high Title of Honour is conferred upon him. 
—— from the Emperor of Blefuſcu, and ſue 

or Peace. The Emprels's Apartment on fire by an Acci- 
dent; the Author inſtrumental in ſaving the reſt of the Pa- 
lace. 


HE Lage of Blefulu i is an Tfland ſirnated to the 
North North-Eaſt fide of Lilliput, trom whence it 
is parted only by a Channel of undred Yards wide. 
I had not yet ſeen it, and 1 Notice of an intended 
Invaſion, Iavoided appearing on that {ide of the Coaſt, for 


fear of being diſcovered by ſome of the Enemys Ships, who 


had received nolntelligence of me, all Intercourſe between 
the two Empires having been ſtrictly forbidden during the 
War, upon pain of Death, and an Embargo laid by our Em- 
peror upon all Veſſels whatſoever, I communicated to his 
Majeſty a Project I had formed of ſeizing the Enemy's 
whole Fleet; which, as our Scouts aſſured us, lay at An- 
chor in the Harbour ready to ſail with the firſt fair Wind. I 
conſulted the moſt experienced Sea-men, uponthedepth of 
the Channel, which they had often plummed, who told 
me, that in the middle at high Water it was ſeventy Glum- 

gluffs deep, which is about fix Foot of European Meaſure; 
and the reſt of it fifty Glumgluſſs at moſt. I walked to- 

wards the North-Eaſt Coaſt over againſt Blefuſen, and lying 


- -down behind a Hillock, took out my {mall Pocket Per- 


ſpective-Glaſs, and viewed the Fnemy's Flect at Anchor, 
conſiſting of about fifty Men ot War, and a great Number 


of Tranſports: I then came back to my Houſe, and gave 


Order ( for which I had a Warrant) fora great . j ol 


— 
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the ſtrongeſt Cable and Bars of Iron. The Cable was a- 
bout as thick as Packthread, and the Bars of the length and 
ſize of a Knitting- Needle. I trebled the Cable to make it 


ſtronger, and for the ſame reaſon I twiſted three of the I- 


ron Bars together, binding the Extremitys into a Hook. 
Having thus fixed fifty Hooks to as many Cables, I went 


back to the North-Eaſt Coaſt, and putting off my Coat, 


Shoes, and Stockins, walked into the Sea in my Leathern 
Jerkin, about half an hour before high Water. I waded 
with what Haſte I could, and ſwam in the middle about 
thirty Yards till I telt ground; Iarrived to the Fleet in leſs 
than half an hour. The Enemy was ſo frighted when they 
ſaw me, that they leaped out of their Ships, and ſwam to 
ſhore, where there could not be fewer than thirty thouſand 
Souls. I then took my Tackling, and faſtning a Hook to 
the Hole at the Prow of each, I tyed all the Cords together 
at the End, While I was thus employed, the Enemy diſ- 
charged ſeveral thouſand Arrows, many of which ſtuck 
in my Hands and Face; and beſides the exceſſive Smart, 
gave me much Diſturbance in my Work. My greateſt 
Apprehenſion was for mine Eyes, which I ſhould have in- 
fallibly loſt, it I had not ſuddenly thought of an Expedient. 
I kept among other little Neceſſarys a pair of Spectacles in 


a private Pocket, which, as I obſerved before, had ſcaped 


the Emperor's Searchers, Theſe I took out and faſtned as 
ſtrongly as I could upon my Noſe, and thus armed went on 
boldly with my Work in ſpight of the Enemys Arrows, 
againſt the Glaſſes of m « =" 
but without any other Effect, further than air e to diſ- 
compoſe them. I had now faſtned all the Hooks, and ta- 
king the Knot in my Hand, began to pull; but not a Ship 
would ſtir, for they were all too faſt held by their Anchors, 
ſo that the bold part of my Enterprize remained. I there- 
fore let go the Cord, and leaving the Hooks fixed to the 
Ships, Ireſolutely cut with my Knife the Cables that faſt- 
ned the Anchors, receiving above two hundred Shots in 
my Face and Hands; then I took up the knotted End ot 
the Cables to which my Hooks were tyed, and with great 
caſe drew fifty of the Enemy's largeſt Men ot War after 


me, | 


38 A Voyage to LII II pur. 


Tux Bleſuſcudians, who had not the leaſt Imagination of 
what I intended, were at firſt confounded with Aſtoniſh- 
ment. They had ſeen me cut the Cables, and thought my 
Deſign was only to let the Ships run a- dritt, or tall foul on 
each other: But when they perceived the whole Fleet mov- 
ing in Order, and ſaw me pulling at the End, they ſet up 
ſuch a ſcream of Grief and Deſpair, that it is almoſt im- 
poſſible to deſcribe or conceive. When had got out of 
danger, I ſtopta while to pick out the Arrows that ſtuck in 
my Hands and Face, and rubbed on ſome of the ſame Oint- 
ment that was given me at my firſt Arrival, as I have for- 
merly mentioned. I then took off my Spectacles, and 
waiting about an Hour till the Tyde was a little fallen, I 
waded through the middle with my Cargo, and arrived fate 
at the Royal Port of Liliput. | 


Tux Emperor and his whole Court ſtood on the Shore 
ing the Iſſue of this great Adventure. They faw 
the Ships move forward in a large Half- Moon, but could 
not diſcern me. who was upto my Breaſt in Water. When 
I advanced to the middle of the Channel, they were yet 
more in pain becauſe I was under to my Neck. The Em- 
eror concluded me to be drowned, and that the Enemy's 
Fleet was approaching in a hoſtile manner: But he was 
ſoon eaſed of his Fears, for the Channel growing ſhallower 
every Step I made, I came in a ſhort time within hearing, 
and holding up the end of the Cable by which the Fleet was 
- faſtned, I cryed in a loud Voice, Long live the moſt puiſſant 
Emperor of Lilliput! This great Prince received me at my 
Landing with all poſſible Encomiums, and created mea 
Nardac upon the ſpot, which is the higheſt Title of Ho- 
nour among them. 


His Majeſty deſired I would take ſome other Opportu- 
"nity of bringing all the reſt of his Enemy's Ships into his 
Ports. And ſo unmeaſurable is the Ambition of Princes, 
that he ſeemed to think of nothing leſs than reducing the 
whole Empire of Bleſuſcu into a Province, and governing 
it by a Vice-Roy ; of deſtroying the Big- Endian _ 
= an 
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and compelling that People to break the ſmaller end of their 

gs, by which he would remain the ſole Monarch of the 
whole World. But I endeavoured to divert him from this 
Deſign, by many Arguments drawn from the Topicks of 
Policy as well as Juſtice : And I plainly proteſted, that I 
would never be an Inſtrument of bringing a Free and Brave 
People into Slavery. And when the Matter was debated in 
Council, the wiſeſt part of the Miniſtry were ot my O- 
pinion. | . | 


Tunis open bold Declaration of mine was ſo oppoſite to 
the Schemes and Politicks of his Imperial Majeſty, that he 
could never forgive it; he mentioned it in a very artful 
manner at Council, where I wastold that ſome of the wi- 
ſeſt appeared, at leaſt, by their Silence, to be of my Opi- 
nion; but others, who were my ſecret Enemies, could not 
forbear ſome Expreſſions, which by a {ide-wind reflected 
on me. And from this time began an Intrigue between 
his Majeſty, and a Junto of Miniſters maliciouſly bent a- 

inſt me, which broke out in leſs than two Months, and 

like to have ended in my utter Deſtruction. Of ſo lit- 
tle weight are the greateſt Services to Princes, when put 
into the Ballance with aRetuſal to gratify their Paſſions. 


ABovuT three Weeks after this Exploit, there arrived a 
ſolemn Embaſſy from Blefuſcu, with humble Offers of a 
Peace; which was ſoon concluded upon Conditions very 
advantageous to our Emperor, wherewith I ſhall not trou- 
ble the Reader. There were {ix Ambaſſadors, witha Train 
of about five hundred Perſons, and their Entry was very 
magnificent, ſuitable to the Grandeur of their Maſter, and 
the Importance of their Buſineſs. When their Treaty was 
finiſhed, wherein I did them ſeveral good Offices by the 
Credit I now had, or at leaſt appeared to have at Court, their 
Excellencies, who were privately told how much I had been 
their Friend, made me a Viſit in Form. They began with 
many Compliments upon my Valourand Generoſity, invi- 
ted me to that Kingdom in the Emperor their Maſter's 
Name, and defired me to ſhzw them ſome Proofs of my 
prodigious Strength, of which they had heard ſo many 
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Wonders; wherein I readily obliged them, but ſhall not 
trouble the Reader with the Particulars. =o 


Waen l had for ſome time entertained their Excellencies 
to their infinite Satisfaction and Surprize, I deſired they 
would do metheHonour topreſent my moſt humbleReſpects 
to the Emperor their Maſter, the Renovyn of whoſe Virtueshad 
ſo juſtly filled the whole World with Admiration, and whoſe 
Royal Perſon I reſolved to attend before I returned to my 
own Country: accordingly, the next time I had the honour 
to ſee our Emperor, I deſired his general Licence to wait 
on the Blefuſcudian Monarch, which he was pleas d to grant 
me, as I could plainly perceive, in a very cold manner; but 
could not gueſs the Reaſon, till I had a Whiſper from a cer- 
tain Perſon, that Flimnap and Bolgolam had repreſented my 
Intercourſe with thoſe Ambaſſadors as a mark of Diſaffec- 
tion, from which I am ſure my Heart was wholly tree. 
And this was the firſt time I began to conceive ſome imper- 
fect Idea of Courts and Miniſters, 


Ir is to beobſerved, that theſe Ambaſſadors ſpoke to me 
by an Interpreter, the Languages ot both Empires differin 
as much from each other as any two in Europe, and eac 
Nation priding itſelf upon the Antiquity, Beauty, and En- 

y of their own Tongues, with an avowed Contempt 
for that ot their Neighbour; yet our Emperor ſtanding 
upon the advantage he had got by the ſeiſure of their Fleet, 
obliged them to deliver their Credentials, and make their 
Speech in the Lilliputian Tongue. And it muſt be confeſſed, 
that from the great Intercourſe of Trade and Commerce 
between both Realms, from the Continual Reception of 
Exiles, which is mutual among them, and from the Cu- 
ſtom in each Empire to ſend their young Nobility and 
richer Gentry to the other, in order to poliſh themſelves, 
by ſeeing the World, and underftanding Men and Manners; 
there are few Perſons of Diſtinction, or Merchants, or 
Seamen, who dwellin the Maritime Parts, but what can hold 
Converſation in bothTongues; asI found ſome Weeks at- 
ter, when I wentto pay my reſpects to the Emperor of Ble- 


ſuſcu, 
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fuſe, which in the midſt of great Misfortunes, through 
the Malice ot my Enemies, proveda very happy Adventurg 
to me, as I ſhall relate in its proper placde. 


Tux Reader may remember, that when I ſigned thoſe 
Articles upon which I recovered my Liberty, there were 
ſome which I diſliked upon account of their being too ſer- 
vile, neither could any thiug but an extreme Neceſſity haye 
forced me to ſubmit. But being now a Nardac, of the 
higheſt Rank in that Empire, ſuch Offices were looked up- 
on as below my Dignity, and the Emperor (to do him 
Juſtice) never once mentioned them to me, However, it 
was not long before | had an Opportunity of doing his Ma- 
jelty; atleaſt, as] then thought, a moſt ſignal Service, I 
was alarmed at Midnight with theCries ot; many hundred 
People at my Door ; by which being ſaddenly awaked, L 
was in ſome kind of Terror. 1 heard the word Burglum 
repeated inceſſantly : ſeveral of the Emperor's Court mak- 
ing their Way through the Croud,intreated me to come im- 
mediately to the Palace, where her imperial Majeſty's 
Apartment was on fire, by the carcleſinefs of a Maid of 
Honour, who fell aſleep white ſhe was reading a Romance. 
I got up in an inſtant, and Orders being given teglear the 
way betore me, and it being,likewiſe a Moon-ſhine Night, 
I made aſhift to get to the Palace without Wes lege any 
of the People. I found they had already applied Ladders to 
the Walls of the Apartment, and were well provided with 
Buckets, but the Water was at ſome diſtance, Theſe Buc- 
kets were about the ſize of a large Thimble, and the poor 
People ſupplied me with them as faſt as they could; but the 
Flame was ſo violent; that they did little good, I might 
eaſily have ſtifled it with my Coat, which I unfortunately 
left behind me for haſte, and came away only in my Lea- 
thern ſerkin. The Caſe ſeemed wholly deſperate and de- 
plorable, and thismagnificent Palace would have infallibly 


been burnt down to the ground, if, by a Preſence of Mind, 

unuſual to me, I had not ſuddenly thought of an Expedient, 

I had the Evening before drank plentifully of a moſt de- 

licious Wine,calledGlimigrim,(theBlefiuſcudians call it Flunec, 

ber ours Y eſteemed the better fort) which is very diuretick. 
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By the luckieſt Chance in the World, I had not diſchar 
my {elf of any part of it. The Heat I had contracted b 


coming very nearthe Flames, and by labouring to quenc 
them made the Wine begin to operate by Urine z whichl 


voided in ſuch aQuantity, and applied ſo wellto the pro- 


Places, that in three Minutes the Fire was wholly extin- 


' Luiſhed, and the reſt of that noble Pile, which had coſt ſo 


many Ages in erecting, preſeryed from Deſtruction. 


Ir was now Day-light, and I returned to my Houſe, 
without waiting to congratulate with the Emperor; be- 
cauſe, although I had done a very eminent piece of Service, 
yet I could not tell how his Majeſty might reſent the man- 


ner by which I had performed it: For, by the fundamental 


Laws of the Realm, it is Capital in any Perſon, of what 
Quality ſoever, to make water within the Precincts of the 


Palace. But I was a little comforted by a Meſſage from his 
Majeſty that he would giveOrderstotheGrandJuſticiary for 
"paſſing myPardon in form; which however, I could not ob- 
tain. And I wasprivately aſſured, the Empreſs conceiving 


the greateſt Abhorrence of what Thad done, removed to 


the moſt diſtant fide of the Court, firmly reſolved that thoſe 


Buildings ſhould never be repairedfor her Uſe; and,in the 
preſence of her chicf Confidents, could not forbear vow- 


mg Revenge, 


CHAP, 


AP, 


CHAP. vi. 


Of the Inhabitants of Lilliput ; their Learning, Laws, and 
Cuſtoms, the Manner of Educating their Children. The 
Author's way of living in that Country, His Vindication 
of a great . 


Lthough I intend to leave the Deſcription of this 
Empire to a particular Treatiſe, yet in the mean time 
I am content to gratify the curious Reader with ſome gene- 
ral Ideas. As the common Size of the Natives is ſomewhat 
under fix Inches high, ſo there is an exact Proportion in all 
other Animals, as well as Plants and Trees: For inſtance, 
the talleſt Horſes and Oxen are between four and five Inches 
in height, the Sheep an Inch anda half, more or leſs; their 
Geeſe about the bigneſs of a Sparrow, and ſo the ſeveral 
Gradationsdownwards,till you come to the ſmalleſt, which, 
to my ſight, were almoſt inviſible; but Nature hath adap- 
ted the Eyes of the Lilliputians to all Objects proper for 
their view ; They ſee with great exactneſs, but at no great 
diſtance, And to ſhow the ſharpneſs of their Sight towards 
Objects that are near, I have been much — obſerving a 
Cook pulling a Lark, which was not ſo large as a common 
Fly; and a young Girl threading an inviſible Needle with 
inviſible Silk. Their talleſt Trees are about ſeven foot 
high; I mean ſome of thoſe in the great Royal Park, the 
Tops whereof I could butjuſt reach with my Fiſt clenched. 
The other Vegetables are in the ſame Proportion; but this 
Ileave to the Reader's Imagination, 


I ſhall Gay but little at preſent of their Learning, which 
for many Ages hath flouriſhed in all its Branches among 
them: But their manner of 3 

ES: 
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either from the lett to the right, like the Europeans; nor 
— the right to the left, like the Arabians; nar from up 
to down, like the Chineſe; nor from down to up, like the 
' Caſcagians ; but aſlant from one Corner of the Paper to the 
other, like Ladies in England. | 


TE v bury their Dead with their Heads directly down- 
yards, beeauſe they hold an Opinion that in eleven thou- 
{and Moons they are all to riſe again, in which Period the 
Earth (which they conceive to be flat) will turn upſide 
. down, and by this means they ſhall, at their Reſurrection, 
be fouad ready ſtanding on their Feet. The Learned among 
them confeſs the Abſurdity of this Doctrine, but the Prac- 
tice ſtill continues, in compliance to the Vulgar. 


Tux Rx are ſome Laws and Cuſtoms in this Empire 
very peculiar, and if they were not ſo directly contrary to 
thoſe ot my own dear Country, I ſhould be tempted to ſay 
a little in their juſtification, It is only to be wiſhed, that 
they were as well executed. The firſt I ſhall mention, re- 
lates to Informers. All Crimes againſt the Stateare puniſhed 
here with the utmoſt ſeverity; but it the Perſon accuſed 
maketh his Innocence plainly to appear upon his Tryal, the 
Accuſer is immediately put toan ignominious Death; and 
put of his Goods or Lands, the innocent Perſon is quadru- 
Ply recompenſed for the Loſs of his Time, for the Danger 
he under went, for the Hardſhip of his Impriſonment, and 
tor all the Charges he hath been at in making his Defence. 
or, if that Fund be deficient, it is largely ſupplyed by the 
Drown. The Emperor does alſo conter on him ſome pub- 
lick Mark of his Favour, and Proclamation is made of his 
© Janocencethrough the whole City, 


Tux y look upon Fraud as a eater Crime than Theft, 
and therefore ſeldom fail to puniſh it with Death; for they 
alledge, that Care and Vigilance, with a very common Un- 
derſtanding, may preſervea Man's Goods from Thieves, but 
Honeſty has no fence againſt ſyperior Cunning: and ſince 
it is neceſſary that there ſhould be a perpetual Intercourſcof 
Fuß ung and gelling, and dealing upon Credit, whete Fraud 
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is permitted or connived at, or hath no Law topuniſh it, the 
honeſt Dealer is always undone, and the Knave gets the ad- 
vantage. remember when I was once interceeding with 
the King for a Criminal who had wronged his Maſter of a 
great Sum of Money, which he had received by Order, and 
ran away with; and happening to tell his Majeſty, by way 
of Extenuation, that it was only a breach of Truſt; the 


Emperor thought it monſtrous in me to offer, as a Defence, 


the greateſt Aggravation of the Crime: and truly I had lit- 
tle to ſay in return, farther than the common Anſwer, that 
different Nations had different Cuſtoms; for, I confeſs, I 
was heartily aſhamed. 


ALYHOUGH we uſually call Reward and Puniſhment 
the two Hinges upon which all Government turns, yet I 
could never obſerve this Maxim to be put in practice by an 
Nation except that of Lilliput. Whoever can there bring 
ſufficient Proof that he hath ſtrictly obſerved the Laws of 
his Country for ſeventy three Moons, hatha claim to cer- 
cain Privileges, according to his Quality and Condition of 
Life, with a proportionable Sum ot Money out of a Fund 
appropriated for that Uſe : He likewiſeacquires the Title of 
Snilpall, or Legal, which is added to his Name, but does 
not deſcend to his Poſterity. And theſe People thought it a 
prodigious Defe& of Policy among us, when I told them 
that our Laws wereenforced only by Penalties without any 
mention of Reward. It is upon this account that the I- 
mageof Juſtice, in their Courts of Judicature, is formed 
with ſix Eyes, two before, as many behind, and on each 
fide one, to ſignity Circumſpection; with a Bag of Gold o- 
pen in her Right Hand, and a Sword ſheathed in her Lett, 
io ſhew ſhe is more diſpoſed to Reward than to Punifh, 


In chuſing Perſons for all Employments, they have more 
regard to good Morals than to great Abilities; for, fince 


Government is neceſſary to Mankind, they believe that the 


common Size of Human Underſtandings, is fitted to ſome 
Station or other, and that Providence never intended to 
make the Management of publiek Affairs a Myſtery, to be 
gomꝑrchended only by a few Perſonsof ſublime * 85 
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which there ſeldom are three born in an Age: but they ſup- 
poſe Truth, Juſtice, Temperance, and the like, to be in e- 
very Man's Power; the Practice of which Virtues, aſſiſted 
by Experience and a good Intention, would qualityany Man 
for the Service of his Country, except where a Courſe of 
Study is required, But they thought the want of Moral 
Virtues was ſo far from being ſupplyed by ſuperior Endow- | 
ments of the Mind, that Employments could never be put 
into ſuchdangerous Hands as thoſe of Perſons ſo qualify'd; 
and atleaſt, that the Miſtakes committed by Ignorance ina 


virtuous Diſpoſition, would never be of ſuch fatal Conſe- t 
quenceto the Publick Weal, as the Practices of a Man whoſe ri 
Inclinations led him to be corrupt, and had great Abilities to ſer; 
manage, and multiply, and defend his Corruptions. = 
ne 

Ix like manner, the Disbelief of a Divine Providence the 


renders a Man uncapable of holding any Publick Station; laſt 
for ſince Kings avow themſelves to be the Deputies of Pro- 
videnee, the Lilliputians think nothing can be more abſurd 
than for a Prince toemploy tuch Men as ditown the Autho- 
rity under which he acts. | 


I x relating theſe and the following Laws, I would only 
be underſtood to mean the original Inſtitutions, and not the 
moſt {candalous Corruptions into which theſe People are 
fallen by the degenerate Nature of Man. For as to that in- 
famous Practice of acquiring great Employments by dan- 
cing on the Ropes, or Badges of Favour and Diſtinction by 
leaping over Sticks, and creeping under them, the Reader 

s to obſerve, that they were 2 introduced by the Grand- 
father of the Emperor now reigning, and grew to the pre- 
ſent height, by the gradual increaſe of Party and Faction. 


InGRATITUDE is among them a capital Crime, as 
pe read it to have been in {ome other Countries; for they 
reaſon thus, that whoever makes ill Returns to his Bene fac- 
tor, muſt needs be a commonEnemy to the reſt of Mankind, 
from whom he hath received no Obligation, and therefore 
ſuch a Man is not fit to live. SY | 
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Turin Notions relating to the Duties of Parents and 
Children differ extremely trom ours. For, ſince the Con- 
junction of Male and Female is founded upon the great Law 
of Nature, in order to propagate and continue the Species, 
the Lilliputians will needs have it, that Men and Women 
are joined together like other Animals, by the Motives of 
Concupiſcence; and that their Tenderneſs towards their 
Voung proceeds from the like natural Principle: for which 
reaſon they will never allow, that a Child is under any Obli- 

tion to his Father for begetting him, or his Mother for 

ringing him into the World; which, conſidering the Mi- 
ſeries of human Life, was neither a Benefit in itſelf, or in- 
tended ſo by his Parents, whofte Thoughts in their Love- 
Encounters were otherwiſe employ'd. Upon theſe, and 
the like Reaſonings, their Opinion is, that Parents are the 
laſt of all others to be truſted with the Education of their 
own Children: and therefore they have in every Town pub- 
lick Nur ſer ies, where all Parents, except Cottagers and La- 
bourers, are obliged to ſend their Infants of both Sexes tobe 
reared and educated when they come to the Age of twenty 
Moons, at which time, they are ſuppoſed to have ſome Ru- 
diments of Docility. Theſe Schools are of ſeveral kinds, 
ſuited to different Qualities, and to both Sexes, They have 
certain Profeſſors well skilled in preparing Children for ſuch 
a condition of Life as befits the Rank of their Parents, and 
their own Capacities as well as Inclinations. I ſhall firſt ſay 


ſomething of the Male Nurſeries, and then of the Female. 


Tua Nurſeries for Males of Noble or Eminent Birth, 
are provided with Grave and Learned Profeſſors, and their 
ſeveral Deputies. The Cloathes and Food of the Children 
are plain and ample. They are bred up in the Principles of 
Honour. Juſtice, Courage, Modeſty, Clemency, Religi- 
on, and Lave of their Country; they are always employed 
in ſome Buſineſs, except in the times ot Eating and Sleeping, 
which are very ſhort, and two Hours for Diverſions, con- 


— 


fiſting of bodily Exerciſes. They are dreſſed by Men till 


tour Tears of Age, and then are obliged to dreſs themſelves, 
benz 
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tendants, who are aged proportionably to ours at fifty, per- 
form only the moſt menial Offices. They are never ſuifer- 
ed to converſe with Servants, but go together in ſmaller cr 
ter numbers to take their Diverttons, and always in the 
preſence of a Profeſſor, or one of his Deputies; whereby 
they avoid thoſe early bad Impreſſions ot Folly and Vice to 


which our Children are ſubject. Their Parents are ſuffered 


to ſee them only twice a Year; the Viſit is to laſt but an 
Hour. They are allowed'to kiſs the Child at Meeting and 
Parting; but a Profeſſor, who always ſtands by on thoſe 
occaſions, will not ſuffer them to whiſper, or uſe any fond- 
ling Expreſſions, or bring any Preſents of Toys, Sweet. 
- meats, and the like, 


Tur Penſidn from each Family for the Education and 
Entertainment of a Child, upon failure of due payment, is 
levyed by the Emperor's Officers. 


TuE Nurſeries for Children of ordinary Gentlemen, 
Merchants, Traders, and Handicrafts, are managed pro- 
portionably after the ſame manner; only thoſe defigned for 
Trades, are put out Apprentices at Eleven Years old, whereas 
thoſe of Perſons of Quality continue in their Nurſeries till 
Fifteen, which anſwers to One and Twenty with us: but 
the Confinement is gradually leſſened for the laft three 
Years; b 1815 1 | 

In the Female Nurſeries, the young Girls of Quality 
are educated much like the Males, only they are dreſſed by 
orderly Servants of their own Sex, but always inthe pre- 
fence of a Profeſſor or Deputy, till they come to dreſs them- 
ſelves, which is at five Yearsold/ - And if it be found that 
theſe Nurſesever preſume to entertain the Girls with fright- 
ful or fooliſh Stor ies, or the common Follies practiſed by 
Chamber-Maids among us, they are publickly whipped 
thriee about the City, impriſoned for a Year, and baniſhed 
for Life to the moſt deſolate Part of the Country. Thus 
the young Ladies there are as much aſhamed of being Cow - 
ards and Fools, as the Men, and. deſpiſe all perſonal Orna- 
ments beyond Decency and -Cleanligels: neither did I per- 
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ceive any Difference in their Education, made by their Dif 
ference of Sex, only that the Exercilesof the Females were 
not altogether ſo robuſt, and that ſome Rules were given 
them relating to domeſtick Life, and a ſmaller Compaſs of 
Learning was enjoined them: For the Maxim is, that a- 
mong People of Quality, a Wife ſhould be always a reaſon- 
able and agreeable Companion, becauſe ſhe cannot always 
be young. When the Girls are twelve Years old, which 
among them is the marriageable Age,their Parentsor Guar- 
dians take them home, with great Expreſſions of Gratitude 
to the Profeſſors, and ſeldom without Tears of the youn 

Lady and her Companions, © . 


In the Nurſeries of Females of the meaner ſort; tho 
Children are inſtructed in all kinds of Works proper for 
their Sex, and their ſeveral degrees: Thoſe intended for 
Apprentices are diſmiſſed at nine Years old, the reſt are kept 
to thirteen. 


Tux meaner Families who have Children at theſe Nur- 
ſeries, are obliged, beſides their annual Penſion, which is 
as low as poſſible, to return to the Steward of the Nurſery 
a ſmall monthly ſhare of their Gettings, to bea Portion for 
the Child; and therefore all Parents are limited in their Ex- 
pences by the Law. For the Lilliputians think nothing can 
be more unjuſt, than for People, in ſubſervience to their 
own Appetites, to bring Children into the World, and leave 
the Burthen of ſupporting them on the Publick. As to 
Perſons of Quality, they give Security to appropriate a cer- 
tain Sum for each Child, ſuitable to their Condition; and 
theſe Funds are always managed with good Husbandry, and 
the moſt exact juſtice. LE . 


THe Cottagers and Labourers keep their Children at 
home, their Buſineſs being only to till and cultivate the 
Earth, and therefore their Education is of little conſequence 
to the Publick ; but the Old and Diſeaſed among them are 
ſupported by Hoſpitals: for Begging is a Trade unknown 
in this Kingdom, RES 
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Any here it may perhaps divert the curious Reader, tg 
ive ſome account of my Domeſticks, and my manner of 
'ving in this Country, duringa Reſidence of nine Months 
and thir:ecu Days. Having a Head mechanically tur ned, 
and being likewiſe forced by neceſſity, I had made for my. 
ſeii a Table and Chair convenient enough, out of the lar- i 
geſt Trees in the Royal Park. - Two hundred Sempſtreſſes 
were employed to make me Shirts, and Linnen for my Bed 
and Table, all of the ſtrongeſt and coarſeſt kind they could 
8 however, they were forced to quilt together 
n ſeveral Folds, for the thickeſt was ſome degrees finer 
than Lawn, Their-Linnen is uſually three Inches wide, 
and three Foot make a Piece. The Sempſtreſſes took my 
Mraiurc as I lay on the ground, one ſtanding at my Neck, 
and another at my Mid-Leg, with a ſtrong Cord extended, 
that each held by the end, while the third meaſured the 
length of the Cord with a Rule of an Inch long, Then 
they meaſured my right Thumb, and defired no more; for 
by a mathematical Computation, that twice round the 
Thumb is once round the Wriſt, and ſo on tothe Neck and 
the Waiſt, and by the help of my old Shirt, which 1 dit- 
played on the Ground beforethem tor a Pattern, they fitted 
egxactly. Three hundred Taylors were employed in the 
ame manner to make me Clothes ; but they had another 
Contrivance for taking my Meaſure. I kneeled down, and 
they raiſed a Ladder trom the Ground to my Neck; upon 


his Ladder one of them mounted, and let tall a Plum-Line 
— my Collar to the Flopr,which juſt anſweredthe length 
— my Coat; but my Waiſt and Arms I meaſured myiel 
When my Clothes were finiſhed, which was done in my 
Houle, (tor the largeſt of theirs would not be able to ho 
| them) they looked like the Patch-Work made by the Ladic: 
in England, only that mine were allot a Colour. 


I had three hundred Cooks to dreſs my Victuals, in lit! 
convenient Huts built about my Houſe, where they and 
their Families lived, and prepared me two Diſhes a- piece. 
took up twenty Waitersin my Hand, and placed them on 
She Table, an hundred more attended below on the a 
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{pine with Diſhesof Meat; and ſome with Barrels of Wine; 
and other Liquors, ſlung on their Shoulders; all which the 
Waiters above drew up as I wanted; in a very ingenious 
manner, by certain Cords, as we draw the Bucket up a Well 
in Europe. A Diſh of their Meat was a | good Mouthful, 
and a Barrel of their Liquor a reaſdnable Draught. Their 
Mutton vieles to ours, but their Beef is excellent. 1 have 
had a Suren ſo large, that I have been forced to make three 
Bits of it; but this is rare. My Servants were aſtoniſhed 
to ſee me eat it Bones and all, as in our Country we do the 
Leg of a Lark. Their Geeſe and Turkeys Iuſually eat at a 
Mouthful, and I muſt confeis they far exceed ours, Of 
their ſmaller Fowl I could take up twenty or thirty at the 
end of my Knife. | 


- Ons Day his Imperial Majeſty being infortned of my 
way of living, defired that himſelf, and his Roya] Conſort, 
with the young Princes of the Blood ot both Sexes, might 
have the Happineſs (as he was plea ſed to call it) of dining 
with me, They came accordingly, and I placed em upon 
Chairs of State on my Table, juſt over-againſt me, with 
their Guards about them. Fimnap the Lord High Trea- 
ſurer attended there likewiſe, with his white Staff; and I 
bbſcrved he often looked on me with a ſour Countenance, 
which I would not ſeem to regard; but eat more thanuiual, 
in honour to my dear Country, as well as to fill the Court 
with Admiration. I have ſome private Reaſons to believe, 
that this Viſit from his Majeſty gave Flimnap an opportu- 
nity of — — il Offices to his Maſter. That Miniſter 

always been my ſecret Enemy, though he outwardly 
careſſed me more than was uſual to the Moroſeneſs of his 
Nature. Herepreſented to the Emperor the tow Condition 
of his Treaſury; that he was forced to take up Money at 
great Diſcouut; that Exchequer Bills would not cireulate 
under nine per Cent. below Par; that in ſhort I had coſt his 
Majeſty above a Million and a halt of Sprugs, (their greateſt 
Gold Coin, about the Bigneſs of a Spangle;) and upon the 
whole, that it wouldbe adviſeable in the Emperor to take 
the firſt air Oecaſion of diſmiſſing me, 7 
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I am here obliged to vindicate the Reputation of an ex- 
cellent Lady, who was an innocent Sufferer upon my ac- 
count. The Treaſurer took a Fancy to be jealous of his 
Wife, from the Malice of ſome evil Tongues, who infor- 
med him that her Grace had taken a violent Affection for 
my Perſon, and the Court- Scandal ran for ſome time, that 
ſhe once came privately to my Lodging. This I ſolemnly 
declare to be a moſt infamous Falſhood, without any 
Grounds, fartherthan that her Grace was pleaſed to treat 
me with all innocent Marks of Freedom and Friendſhip. I 
own ſhe came often to my Houſe, but always public k 
nor ever without three more in the Coach, who were ak 
ally her Siſter and young Daughter, and ſome particular 
Acquaintance ; but this was common to many other La- 
dies of the Court. And 1 ſtillappeal to my Servants round, 
- whether they at any time ſawa Coach at my Door without 
- knowing what Perſons wereinit. On thoſe Occaſions, 
- when a Servant had given me notice, my Cuſtom was to 
go immediately to the Door; and after paying my Reſpects, 
to take up the Coach and two Horſes very carefully in my 
Hands, (tor if there were ſix Horſes, the Poſtillion always 
unbarneſſed four) and place them on a Table, where I had 
fixed a moveable Rim quite round, of five Inches high, to 
prevent Accidents. And J have often had four Coaches and 
Horſes at once on my Table full of Company, while I fate 
in my Chair leaning my Face towards them; and when [ 

_wasengaged with one Sett, the Coachmen would gently 
drive the others round my Table. I have paſſed.many an 
Afternoon very agreeably in theſe Converſations. But! 
- defy the Treaſurer, | or his two Informers, (I will name 
them, and let em make their beſt of it) Cluſtril and Drwunl, 
to prove that any Perſon ever came to me incegnito, except 
the Secretary Reldreſal, who was ſent by expreſs Command 
of his Imperial Majeſty, as I have before related. I ſhould 
not have dwelt ſo long upon this Particular, if it had not 
been a Point wherein the Reputation of a great Lady is ſo 
nearly concerned, to {ay nothing of my own; though l 
had then the Hononr to be a Nardac, which the Treaſurer 
| Himſelf is not, for all the World knows he- is 9 
. YL | 4 7; 
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glum, a Title inferior by one degree, as that of a Marquiſs 


is to a Duke in England, _— I allow he preceded me 
in right of his Poſt, Theſe falſe Informations, which I 
afterwards came tothe knowledge of, by an Accident not 
proper to mention, made Flimnap the Treaſurer ſhew his 


Lady for ſometime an ill Countenance, and me a worſe; 


and although he were at laſt undeceived and reconciled to 
her, yet loſt all Credit with him, and found my Intereſt 
decline very faſt with the Emperor himſelt, who was in- 

deed too much governed by thar Fayourite, Rr 
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The Authoy being inform' d of a Deſign to accuſe him of High- 
2 makes his Eſcape to Blefuſcu. His Reception 
there, 


EFORE I proceed to give an Account of my leaving 
this Kingdom, it may be proper to intorm the Reader 
ot a private Intrigue which had been for two Months for- 


ming againſt me. 


T had been hithetto all my Life a Stranger to Courts, for 
which I was unqualified by the Meanneſs of my Condition. 
I had indeed heard and read enough of the Diſpoſitions of 

reat Princes and Miniſters; but never expected to have 
— ſuch terrible Effects of them in ſoremote a Country, 
governed, as I thought, by very different Maxims from 


- 


thoſe in Europe. 


. WaexT was juſt preparing to pay my Attendance on the 
Emperor of Blefuſcu, a confiderable Perſon at Court (to 
whom I had been very ſerviceable ata time when he lay un- 
der the higheſt Diſpleaſure of his Imperial Majeſty) came 
to my Houſe very privately at Night in a cloſe Chair, and 
vrithout ſending his Name, deſired Admittance: The Chair- 
Men were diſmiffed; I put the Chair, with bis Lordſhip in 
it, into my Coat-Pocket; and giving Orders to a trufty 
Servant to ſay I was indiſpoſed and gone to ſleep, I faſtened 
the Dou of my Houſe, placed the Chair on the Table, ac- 


C cordiag io my uſual Cuſtom, and fate down by it. After 
the common Salutations were over, obſerving his Lord- 
| -ſhip's Countenance tull of Concern ; and enquiring into the 


Reaſon; he deſired I would hear him with Patience in a 
: Matter 
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Matter that highly con Honour and my Life. His 
— — for | took Note of i 
as ſoon as he left me, 


You are to know, ſaid he, that ſeveral Committees of 
Council have been lately called in the moſt priyate manner 
on your Account: And it is but two Days ſince his _— 
came toa full Reſolution. 


You are very ſenſible that Shyriſh Balgolam ( Galler, oe 
High Admiral) hath been your mortal Enemy almoſt ever 
ſince your Arrival. His original Reaſons I knovy not, but 
his Hatred is much encreaſed ſince your great Succeſsagainſt 
Blefuſen, by which his Glory, as Admiral, is obſcur d. This 
Lord, in conjunction — Flimnap the High Treaſurer, 
whoſe Enmity again t you is notorious on account of his 
Lady, Limtoc the General, Lalcon the Chamberlain, and 
Balmuff the grand Juſticiar 7 have prepared Articles of 
2 againſt yoy, for Treaion, — rener 

rimes. 


Tuis Preface made me ſo impatient, being conſcious of 
my own Merits and Innocence, that I was to inter: 


— _ he entreated me to be ſilent, and thus pro: 


Our of Gratitude for the Favours you have done me, 1 
procured Information of the whole Proceedinge, and a 
Copy of the Articles, wherein I venture my for your 


vice. 


Articles of . againſt Quinbus Fleſtrin (5 


Man- Mountain.) 
ARTICLE I. 


W HERE As, by a Statute made in the Reign ot his 
Imperial Majeſty Calin Deffar Plune, it is enacted, 
That whoſoever ſhall make water within the Precincts of 
ama be Palace, ſhall be liable to the Pains and P * af 


High 
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High- Treaſon: Notwithſtanding the faid Quinbus Fleſtrix, 
in Breach of the {aid Law, under colour of extin- 
iſhing the Fire kindled in the Apartment of his Majeſty's 
Imperial Conſort, did maliciouſly, traitorouſly, and 
deviliſhly, by Diſcharge of his Urine, put out the ſaid Fire 
kindled in the faid Apartment, lying and being within the 
Precincts of the ſaid Royal Palace, againſt the Statute in 
that Caſe provided, Cc. againſt the Duty, & c. 


ARTICLE II. 


Tuar the {aid Quinbus Fleſtrin having — the Im- 
perial Fleet of Blefuſcu into the Royal Port, and being atter- 
wards commanded by his Imperial Majeſty to ſeize all the 
other Ships of the {aid Empire of Blefuſcu, and reduce that 
Empire to a Province, to be governed by a Vice-Roy from 
hence, and to deſtroy and put to death not only all the Big- 
Endian Exiles, but likewile all the People of that Empire, 

who would not immediately forſake the Big-Endian Here- 
ſy : He the ſaid Fleſtrin, like a falſe Traitor againſt his moſt 
Auſpicious, Serene, Imperial Majeſty, did petition to be 

excuſed from the ſaid Service, upon Pretence of Unwil- 

lingneſs to force the Conſciences, or deſtroy the Libertieg 

and Lives of an innocent People. Oh C87 
ARTICLE III. 

"Thar, whereas certain Embaſſadors arrived from the Frier 

Court of Bleſuſcu to ſue for Peace in his Majeſty's Court: ¶ pinic 


He the ſaid Fleſtrin did, likeafalſe Traitor, aid, abet, com- good 
fort, and divert the {aid Embaſſadors, although he knew to be 


them to be Servants to a Prince who was lately an open E- WS mot 

nemy to his Imperial Majeſty, and in open War againſt his Maje 
2 . 

{aid Majeſty, twee 
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Tar the ſaid Quinbus Florin, contrary to the Duty of I Maje 
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- ceived only verbal Licence from his Imperial Majeſty; and 


under Colour of the ſaid Licence,doth falſly and traitorouſ- 
ly intend to take the ſaid Voyage, and thereby to aid, com- 
tort, and abet the Emperor of Bleſuſcu, ſo late an Enemy, 
and in open War with his Imperial Majeſty aforeſaid. 


THERE are ſome other Articles, but theſe are the moſt 
important, of which I have read you an Abſtract, 


I x the ſeveral Debates upon this Impeachment, it muſt 
be confeſſed that his Majeſty gave many marks of his great 
Lenity, often urging the Services you had done him, and 
endeavouring to extenuate your Crimes. The Treaſurer 
and Admiral inſiſted that you ſhould be put to the moſt pain- 
ful and ignominious Death, by ſetting fire on your Houſeat 
Night, and the General was to attend with twenty thouſand 
Men armed with poiſoned Arrows to ſhoot you onthe Face 
and Hands. Some of your Servants were to have private 
Orders to ſtrew a poiſonous Juice on E Shirts, which 
would ſoon make you tear your own Fleſh, and die in the 
utmoſt Torture. The General came into the ſame Opinion, 
ſo that for a long time there was a Majority againſt you. 
But his Majeſty reſolving, if poſſible, to ſpare your Life, at 
laſt brought off the Chamberlain. 


Upon this Incident, Reldreſal Principal Seeretary for 
private Affairs, who always approved himſelf your true 
Friend, was commanded by the Emperor to deliver his O- 
pinion, which he accordingly did; and therein juſtify d the 
good Thoughts you have ot him. He allowed your Crimes 
to be great, but that ſtill there was room for Mercy, the 
moſt commendable Virtue ina Prince, and for which his 
Majeſty was ſo juſtly celebrated. He ſaid the Friendſhip be- 
tween you and him was ſo well known to the World, that 
perhaps the moſt honourable Board might think him par- 
tial: However, in obedience to the Command he had re- 
ceived, he would freely offer his Sentiments. That if his 
Majeſty, in conſideration of your Services, and purſuant 
to his own mercitul Diſpoſition, would pleate to ſpare your 


Lite, and only give order * put out both your Eyes, he 


Paxr I, umbly 
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humbly conceived, that by this Expedient, Juſtice might 
in ſome meaſure be ſati and allthe Valin = 
plaud the Lenity of the Emperor, as well as the fair and ge- WW vv 
merous Proceedings of thoſe who have the Honour to 
his Counſellors. That the loſs of your Eyes would be no 
— 1 to your bodily ſtrength, by which you might 
ſti — That — is = _— = B 
to CR con Dangers from us; that the Fear tal P 
you had for your Eyes, — the greateſt Difficulty in _ Cou 
ing over the Enemy's Fleet, and it would be fufficient for ſom 
ou to fee by the Eyes of the Miniſters, ſince the greateſi Secr 


Princes do no more. 


Tus Propoſal was received with the utmoſt Diſap- 
| Probation by the whole Board. Bolgolam, the Admiral 
could not preſerve his Temper; but riſing up in Fury, ſaid, 
he wondered how the Secretary durſt preſume to give hi; 
Opinion for preſerving the Life of a Traytor : That the Ser. 
vices you had performed, were, by all true Reaſons of State, 
the great Aggravation of your Crimes; that you, who 
were able to extinguiſh the Fire, by diſcharge of Urine it 


her Majeſty's Apartment (which he mentioned with hot his &. 
. ror) might, at another time, raiſe an Inundation by the your 
fame Means, to drown the whole Palace; and the ſume and bi 
Strength which enabled you to bring over the Enemy's Fleet Skelet 
might ferve, upon the firſt Diſcontent to carry it back: 
That he had good Reaſons to think you were a Big-Endial T 
n your Heart; and as Treaſon begins in the Heart before i whole 
appears in Overt-Acts, ſo he accuſed you as a Traytor oi ¶ that ti 
that account, and therefore inſiſted you ſhould be put i Secret 
death. . | xc tered « 
bs, e e miral, 
Tur Treuſurer was of the fame Opinion; he ſhe wei tually 
of do wharftreights his Majeſty's Revenue was reduced by the ſhe ha 
i charge of maintaining you, which would ſoon grow inſup¶ chat in 
= — That the Secretary sExpedient of putting out you Fire in 
N Eyes was ſo far from being a Remedy againſt this Evil, that = 
' 4 it would probably encreaſe it, as it is manifeſt from the com Ix 
40 mon practice of blinding ſome kind of Fow], after which to con 
h they ted 'the faſter, and grew ſooner fat: That his ſacreſ i Impen 
bi: | Majeliy 
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Majeſty, and the Council, who are your Judges, were in 

their ownConſciences fully convinced ot your Guilt, which 

visa ſufficient Argument to condemn you to Death, with- 

5 out the formal Proofs required by the ſtrict Letter of the 
no Law. 0” CORY wr! 


ition WW Bu r his Imperial Majeſty fully determined againſt capi- 
Feu tal Puniſhment, was graciouſly pleaſed to ſay, that ſince the 
ring- Council thought the loſs of your Eyes too cafy a Cenſure, 
at for ſome other may be inflicted hereafter. And your Friend the 
cate: i Secretary humbly deſiring to be heard again, in anfwer to 
whattheTreaſurer had objected concerning the great Charge 
|; his Majeſty wasat in maintaining you, faid, that his Excel- 
Diſap· ¶ lency, who had the ſole diſpoſal ot the Emperor's Revenue, 
W might eaſily provide againſt that Evil, by gradually leſſen- 
ing your Eſtabliſhment; by which, for want of ſufficient 
Food, you would grow weak and faint, and loſe your Ap- 
petite, and conſequently decay and conſume ina few Months; 
neither would the Stench of your Carcaſs be then ſo dange- 
rous, when it ſhould become more than half diminiſhed ; 
and immediately upon your Death, five or fix Thouſand of 
his Majeſty's Subjects might, in two or three Days, cut 
your Fleſh from your Bones, take it away by Cart-loads 
and bury it in diſtant parts to prevent Infection, leaving the 
Skeleton as a Monument of Admiration to Poſterity. 


' Tavs by the great Friendſhip of the Secretary, the 
whole Affair was compromiſed. It was ſtrictly enjoin'd, 
that the Project of ſtarving you by degrees ſhould be kept a 
Secret, but the Sentence of putting out your Eyes was en- 
tered on the Books; none diflenting except Bolgolam the Ad- 
miral, who being a Creature of the Empreſs, was perpe- 
tually inſtigated by her Majeſty to inſiſt upon your Death, 
ſhe having born ab Malice againſt you, on account of 
that infamous and illegal Method you took to extinguiſn the 
Fine in her Apartment. * 


Ix three Days your Friend the Secretary wilthe directed 
to come to your Houſe, and read before you the Articles of 
Impeachment ; and then 9 the great Lenity and Fa- 
» - 4 by vour 
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vour of his Majeſty and Council, whereby you are only con · 
demned to thelois of your Eyes, which his Majeſty doth 
not queſtion you will gratefully and humbly ſubmit to; and 
twenty of his Majeſty's Surgeons will attend, in order to 
ſee the Operation well performed, by diſcharging. very 
ſharp-pointed Arrows into the Balls of your Eyes, as you 
lie on the Ground, A 4 . et U 


I leave to your Prudence what Meaſures you will take; 
and to avoid Suſpicion, I muſt immediately return in as 
private a manner as I came. 
" His Lordſhip did ſo, and I remained alone, under many 
Doubts and Perplexities of Mind. ; 


I x was aCuſtom introduced by this Prince and his Mi- 
niſtry, (very different, as I have been aſſured, from the 
Practices of former Times) that after the Court had decreed 
any cruel Execution, either to gratify the Monarch's Re- 
ſentment, or the Malice of a Favourite, the Emperor made 
a Speech to his whole Council, expreſſing his great Lenity 
and Tenderneſs as Qualities known and confeſſed by all the 
World. This Speech was immediately publiſned through 
the Kingdom; nor did any thing terrify the People ſo much 
as thoſe Encomiums on his Majeſty's Mercy; becauſe it was 
obſerved, that the more theſe Praiſes were enlarged and in. 
ſiſted on, the more inhuman was the Puniſnment, and the 
Sufferer more innocent. And as to myſelt, I muſt confeſi 
having neyer been deſigned for a Courtier either by my 
Birth or Education, I was fo illa Judge of Things, that! 
could not diſoover the Lenity and Favour of this Sentence, 
but conceived it (perhaps erroneouſly ) rather toberigorou 
than gentle. I ſometimes thought of ſtanding my Trya, 
for although I could not deny the Facts alledged in the ſeve 
ral Articles, yet J hoped they would admit ot ſome Exte- 
nuations. But having in my Life peruſed many State-Try- 
als, which I ever obſerved to terminate as the Judges 
thought fit to direct, I durſt not rely on ſo dangerousa De. 
ciſion, in ſo critical a Juncture, and againſt ſuch; povverfũ 
Enemies. Once I was ſtrongly bent upon Reſiſtance, — 

| "x. * 
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while 1 had Li , the whole Strength of that Empire 
— hardly — and I might cally with Stones pelt 
the Metropolis to pieces; but I ſoon rejected that Project 
with Horror, by remembring the Oath I had made to the 
Emperor, the Favours I received from him, and the high 
Title of Nardac he conferred upon me. Neither had 1 ſo 
ſoon learned the Gratitude of Courtiers, to perſuade my- 
ſelf that his Majeſtyꝰs preſent Severities acquitted me of all 
paſt Obligations. Sorte 


Ax laſt I fixed upona Reſolution, for which it is proba- 
ble I may incur ſome Cenſure, and not i tor Icon-—- 
feſs I owethe preſerving mine Eyes, and conſequently my 
Liberty,to my own great Raſhneſs and wantof Experience: 
becauſe it I had then known the Nature of Princes and Mi- 
niſters, which I have ſince obſerved in many other Courts, 
and their Methods of treating Criminals leſs obnoxious than 
myſelf, I ſnould with great alacrity and readineishave fub- 
mitted to ſo eaſy a Puniſhment. But hurry d on by the Pre- 
cipitancy of Youth, and having his Imperial Majeſty's Li- 
cence to pay my Attendance upon the Emperor of Blefuſcu, 
I took this Opportunity, before the three Days were elapſed, 
to ſend a Letter to my Friend the Secretary, ſignifying my 
Reſolution of ſetting out that Morning tor Blefs/c purſu- 
ant to the leave I had got; and without waiting for an An- 
{wer, I went to that fide of the Iſland where our Fleet lay. 
I ſeizeda large Man of War, ty'd a Cable tothe Prow, and 
lifting up the Anchors, I ſtript myſelf, put my Cloaths (to- 
gether with my Coverlet, which I brought under my 
Arm) into the Veſſel, and drawing it after me between wa- 
ding and ſwimming, arrived at the Royal Port of Blefwers, 
where the People had long expected me; they lent me two 
Guides to direct me to the Capital City, which is of the 
lame Name. I held them in my Hands till I came within 
two hundred Yards of the Gate, and deſired them to ſigni- 
fy my Arrival to one ot the Secretaries, and let him know, 

there waited his Majeſty's Commands, I had an Anſwer 
in about an Hour, that his Majeſty, attended by the Royal 
Family, and great Officers of the Court, was coming out to 
receive me. I advanced a Hundred Yards, The Emperor. 


and 
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and his Train, alighted from theis Horſes, the EnipreG.2nd 
Ladies fram their Coaches, and I did not percei ve they were 
in any Frightor Concern, I la on the Ground to kiſs his 
Majeſty's and the Emprels's Hand. I told his Majeſty thut 
I was come according to my Promiſe; and wirh the L 
cence of the Emperot my Maſter, to have the Honour of 
que gu a Monarch, and to offer him any Service if 
in my Power, conſiſtent with my Duty to my on Prince; 
not mentioning a Word of my Diſgrace, becauſe I had hi 
therto no regular Information of it, and might ſuppoſe my 
{elf wholly ignorant of an ſuch Deſign; net ber could [ 
2 conceive that the Emperor would diſcover the 
Secret while I was out of his power: wherein, however, 


I ſhall not trouble the Reader with the particular Account | 
of my Reception at this Court, which was ſuitable ta the 
Generoſity ot 10 I nor of the Difficulties I 
Was in for want of a Houſe and Bed. being forced to lie on 
dhe Graund, wraptup in my Coverlet. 


344 
1 n 


Ar. 


Ainet Laxxiur. _ 


nA. VIII. 
The Auther, by alucky Actidlent, finds mens to have Ble- 
fluſcu; 44 fie ſome Difficutties returns ſafo to his Na- 
ne Cane. 8 


EE Daysafter my Arrival, walking out of Curio- 
ſity to the North-Eaſt Coaſt of the Iſland, Iobſerved, 
about half a League off, in the Sea, ſomewhat chat looked 
like a Boat overturned. I pulled of my Shoes and Stockings, 
and wading two or three Hundred Vards, I foundthe Object 
to approach nearer by the force of the Tide, and then plainly 
ſaw it to be a real Boat, which I ſuppoſed might, by ſome 
Tempeſt, have been driven from a Ship; wher Ire- 
turned immediately towards the City, and defired his Im- 
ial Majeſty to lendmetwenty of the talleſt Veſſels he had 
Kae the Loſs of his Fleet, and three thouſand Seamen 


under the Command of the Vice-Admiral. This Fleet 


failed round, while I went back the ſhorteſt way to the 
Coaſt where I firſt diſcovered the Boat; Ifound the Tide 
had driven it ſtill nearer. The Seamen wereall provided 
with Cordage, which I had beforeband twifted'toa ſuffi- 
cient Rrength. When the Ships came up, I ſtript myſelf, 
and wadedtil] I came within a hundred Yards-of the Boat, 
after which Las forced to {ſwim till I got up to it. The 
Seamenthrew me the end of the Cord, which I taſtned to 
a Hole in the fore · ꝓart of the Boat, and the other end to a 
Man of War: But I found all my Labour to little purpoſe; 
for being out of my depth, I was not able to work. In 
this Neceſſicy, I was forced roſwim behind, and puſh the 
Boat s often as I could, with one of my Hands; 


and che Tide favouring me, I advanced ſo fur, that I could 


Juſt hold up my Chin and feel the Ground, 1 . or 
: ree 
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three Minutes, and then gave the Boat another Shove, and 
ſoontill the Sea was no higher than my Arm- pits; and now 
the moſt laborious 1 beingover, I took out my other Ca- 
bles which were ſtowed in one of the Ships, and faſt- 
ning them firſt to the Boat, and then to nine of the Veſſels 
which attended me; the Wind being favourable the Sea- 
men towed, and I ſhoved til! wearrived within forty Yards 
of the Shore, and waiting till the Tide was out, I got dry 
to the Boat, and by the aſſiſtance of two thouſand Men, 
with Ropes and Engines, I made a ſhiftto turn it on its Bot- 
tom, ant! found it was but little damage. 


I ſhall not trouble the Reader with the Difficulties T was 
under by the help of certain Paddles, which coſt me ten days 
making, to get my Boat to the Royal Port of Bleſuſcu, 

where a mighty concourſe of People appeared upon my ar- 
riva}, full of Wonder at the ſight of ſo prodigious a Veſſel. 
I told the Emperor that my good Fortune had thrown this 
Boat in my way, to carry me to ſome place from whence I 
might return into my native Country, and begged his 
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- Majeſty's Orders for getting Materials to fit it up, together mate 
with his Licence to om which after ſome kind Ex- — 

poſtulations, he was pleaſed to grant. never 
l did very much wonder, in all this time, not to have heard =_ 


of any Expreſs relating to me from our Emperor to the 
Court of Bleſuſcu. But I was afterwards given privately 
tounderſtand, that his Imperial Majeſty, neverimagining I 
had the leaſt notice of his Deſigns, believed I was only gone 
to Blefuſeu in performance of my Promiſe, according to the 
Licence he had given me, which was well knowa at our 
Court, and would return in a fewdays when that Ceremony 
was ended. But he was atlaſt in pain at my long abſence; 
and after conſulting with the Treaſurer, and the reſt of that 
Cabal, a Perſon of Quality was diſpatched with the Copy 
of the Articles againſt me. This Envoy had Inſtructions 
to repreſent to the Monarch of Blefiſcu, the great Lenity of 

his Maſter, who was content to puniſh me no further t 
with the loſs of mine Eyes; that I had fled from Juſtice, 
and if I did not return intwo Hours, I ſhould be deprived of 
| my 
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my Title of Nardac, and declared a Traitor. The Envoy 
further added, that in order to maintain the Peace and A- 
mity between both Empires, his Maſter expected, that his 
Brother of Bleſuſcu would give Orders to have me ſent back 
to Lilliput, bound Hand and Foot, to be puniſhed as a 
Traitor. 

Tux Emperor of Bleßſen having taken three Days to con- 
ſult,. returned an — many Civil and 
Excuſes. Hefaid, that for ſending me bound, his Brother 
knew it was i ble; that although I had deprived him 
of his Fleet, yet he owed great Obligations to me for many 
good Offices I had done him in making the Peace. That 

wever both their Majeſties would ſoon be made eaſy; 
for I had found a prodigious Veſſel on the Shore, able to 
carry me on the Sea, which he had given order to fit up 
with my own Aſſiſtance and Direction, and he hoped in a 
few Weeks both Empires would be freed from ſo inſupport - 
able an Incumbrance. 

Wrra this Anſwer the Envoy returned to Lilliput, and the 
Monarch of Blefwuſcx related to me all that had paſt, offering 
me at the ſame time (but under the ftricted Confidence) his 
gracious Protection if I would continue in his Service; 
wherein although I believed him ſincere, yet I reſolved 
never more to putany confidence in Princes or Ming 
where I could poſſibly avoid it; and therefore, with all due 
Acknowledgments for his favourable Intentions, I ham- 
bly begged to be excuſed. I told him, that ſince Fortune, 
whether good or evil, had thrown a Veſſel in my way, I 
was reſolved to venture my felf in the Ocean, rather than 
de an occaſion ot Difference between two ſuch mighty 
Monarchs. Neither did J find the Emperor at all difpleaſed; 
and I diſcovered by a certain Accident, that he was very 
glad of my Reſolution, and ſo were moſt of his Miniſters. 
Taesx Conſiderations moved me to haſten my ture 


fomewhat ſooner than I intended; to which the Court, im- 

pn to have me gone, very readily contributed. Five 
undred Workmen were employed to make two Sails tomy 
Boat, according to my Directions, by quilting thirteen fold 
of their ſtrongeſt Linnen together. I was at the pains ot 
making Ropes and Cables, by twiſting ten, twenty or 
K thirty 
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thirty of the thickeſt and ſtrongeſt of theirs. A great Stone 
that I happened co find, after a long Search by the Sea-ſhore, 
{:rved me for an Anchor. I had the Tallows of three hun- 
dred Cows for greaſing my Boat, and other Vies. I was 
at incredible pains in cutting down ſome of the largeſt Tim- 
ber Trees for Oars and Maſts, wherein I was, however, 
much aſſiſted by his Majeſty's Ship-Carpenters, who helped 

me in {moothing them, atter I had done the rough Work. 
In about a Month, when all was prepared, I ſent to re- 
ceive his Majeſty's Commands, and to take my leave. The 
Emperor and Royal Family came out of the Palace; I lay 
down on my Face to kiſs his Hand, which he very graci- 
ouſly gave me; ſo did the Empreſs, and young Princes of 
the Blood. His Majeſty preſented mewith fifty Purſes of 
two hundred Sprugs a- piece, together with his Picture at 
full length, vvhich I put immediately into one of my Gloves, 
to keep it from being hurt. The Ceremonies at my Depar- 
ture were too many to trouble the Reader with at this time. 
I ſtored the Boat with the Carcaſſes ot an hundred Oxen, 
and three hundred Sheep, with Bread and Drink proporti- 
onable, and as much Meat ready dreſſed as four hundred 
Cooks could provide. I took with me ſix Cows and two 
Bulls alive, with as many Yews and Rams, intending to 
y them into my own Country, and propagate the Breed. The 
"Mt: to feed them on board, I had a good Bundle of Hay, Taps 
and a Bag of Corn. I would gladly have taken a Dozen of Budd 

the Natives, but this wasathing the Emperor would by lor. 
no means permit; and belides a diligent Search into my there 
Pockets, his Majeſty engaged my Honour not to carry a- old C 
way any of his Subjects, although with their own Conſent good 
and Deſire. me v 
Havixc thus prepared all things as well as I was able, 1 place 
ſet fail on the twenty - tourth Day of September 1701, at fix did it 
in the Morning; and when ] had gone about four Leagues the D 
to the Northward, the Wind being at South-Eaſt, at ſix in upon 
the Evening, Idelcryed a ſmall Iſland about half a League hic 
to the North-Weſt. I advanced forward, and caſt — * 
on the Lee- ſide of the Iſland, which ſeemed to be uninha- 
b.ted. I then took ſome Refreſhment, and went to my 
reft, I ſlept well, and I conjecture at leaſt fix Hours, for 
| a4 
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I found the Day b:oke in two Hours aftecI awaked. It 
was a clear Night. I eat my Breakfaſt before the Sun was 
up; and heaving Anchor, the Wind being favourable, I 
ſteered the ſame Courſe that I had done the Day before, 
wherein I was directed by my Pocket-Compaſs. My In- 
tention was to reach, if poſſible, one of thoſe Iſlands, 
which I had reaſon to believe lay to the North-Eaſt of Van 
Diemen's Land. I diſcovered nothing all that Pay; but 
upon the next, about three in the Atternoon, when I had 
by my Computation made twenty-tour Leagues from Ble- 
fuſcu, I deſcryed a Sail ſteering to the South-Eaſt ; my 
Courſe was due Eaſt. I hailed her, but could get no An- 
ſwer; yet J found J gained upon her, for the Wind flack- 
ned, I made all the fail I could, and in halt an hour ſheſpy- 
ed me, then hung out her Antient, anddiſcharged a Gun. 
Itis not eaſy toexpreſs the Joy I was in upon the unexpect- 
ed Hope ot once more ſeeing my beloved Country, and the 
dear Pledges I left in it. The Ship ſlackned her Sails, and I 
came up with her between five and fix in the Evening, Sep- 
tember 26; but my Heart leapt within me to ſee her Engliſh 
Colours. I put my Covvs and Sheep into my Coat Pockets, 
and got on board with all my little Cargo of Proviſions. 
The Veſſel was an Engliſh Merchant-Man, returning from 
Japan by the North and South-Seas; the Captain, Mr. John 
Biddel of Deptford, a very civil Man, and an excellent Sai- 
lor. We were now in the Latitude of 30 Degrees South, 
there were about fifty Men in the Ship; and here J met an 
old Comrade of mine, one Peter Williams, who gave mea 
good Character to the Captain. This Gentleman treated 


me with Kindneſs, and deſired I would let him know what 


place I came from laſt, and whither I was bound; which I 


did in few Words, but he thought I was raving, and that 


the Dangers I underwent had diſturbed my Head; where- 
upon I took my black Cattle and Sheep out of my Pocket, 
which, after great Aſtoniſhment, clearly convinced him 
of my Veracity, Ithen ſhewed him the Gold given me by 
the Emperor of Bleſuſcu together with his Majeſty's 


Picture at tull length, and ſome other Rarities of that 
Country. I gave him two Purſes of two hundred Sprugs 


each, and promiſed, when we arrived in England, to make 
m aP reſent of a Cow anda Sheep big withYoung. I 


I 


68 A Voyage to LILLIPUT. 


I ſhall not trouble the Reader with a particular Account 
of this Voyage, which was very proſperous for the molt 
= part, Wearrived in the Downs on the 13th of April 1702. 
Tas only one Mistortune, that the Rats on board carried 
away one of my Sheep; I found her Bones in a Hole, pick- 
ed clean from the Fleſh. Thereſt of my Cattle I got ſafe 
on ſhore, and ſet them a grazing in a Bowling- Green at 
Greenwich, where the Fineneſs of the Graſs made them 
| | teed very heartily, though I had always feared the contrary: 
= Neither could I poſſibly have preſerved them in fo long a 
1 Voyage, if the Captain had not allowed me ſome of his beſt 
Bisket, which rubbed to Powder, and mingled with Water, 
was their conſtant Food. The ſhort time I continued in 
England, 1 made a conſiderable Profit by ſhewing my Cattle 
to many Perſons of Quality, and others: And before I be- 
gan my ſecond Voyage, Iſold them for fix hundred Pounds, 
Since my laſt Return, I find the Breed is conſiderably in- 
creaſed, eſpecially the Sheep; which I hope will prove 
mach to the Advantage of the Woollen Manufacture, by 
the Fineneſs of the Fleeces. | 
I ſtayed but two Months with my Wife and Family; for 
my inſatiable Defire of ſeeing pigs er would ſuf- 
fer meto continue no longer. I left fifteen hundred Pounds 
with my Wife, and fixed her in a good Houſe at Redriff. My 
remaining Stock I carried with me, * in Money, and 
t in Goods, in hopes to improve my Fortunes. My eldeſt 
Uncle John had left me an Eſtate in Land, near Epping, of 
about Thirty Pounds a Year ; and I had a long Leaſe of the 
a Blacł- Bull in Fetter-Lane, which yielded me as much 
more: So that I was not in any danger of leaving my Fa- 
mily upon the Pariſh. My Son Johuny, named ſo atter his 
Uncle, was at the Grammar School, and a towardly Child. 
My Daughter Betty (who is now well married, and has 
Children was then at her Needle- Work. I took leave of 
my Wife, and Boy and Girl, with Tears on both ſides, and 
went on board the Adventure, a Merchant-Ship of three 
hundred Tons, bound for Surat, Captain John Nicholas of 
Leverpool Commander. But my Account of this Voyage 
muſt be referred to the Second Part of my Travels. 


The End of the Firſt Part. Printe 
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A VOYAGE re BROBDINGNAGs» 
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CHAP. I. 


Agreat Storm deſcribed, the long Boat ſent to ferch Water, 
the Author goes with it to diſcover the Country, He is left 


onShear, is ſeized by one of the Natives, and carry'd to 4 
| Farmer's Houſe. His Reception there, with ſeveral Acci- 


. dents that happen d there, A Deſcription of the Inhabi- 
tants. 


AVING been condemned by Nature and 
Fortune to an active and reſtleſs Lite, in 
ten Months after my Return, I again left 
my native Country, ànd took Shipping 
in the Downs on the 20th Day of Fune 
1702. in the Adventure, Capt. Fohn Ni- 
cholas a Corniſh Man Commander, bound 
tor Surat, We had a very proſperous Gale till we arrived 
at the Cape of Good hope, where we landed for freſh Water, 


- . but diſcovering a Leak we unſhipped our Goods, and win- 
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ter d there; for the Captain falling fick of an Ague, we 3 
could not leavetheCape till the end of March. Wethenſet 0 
fail, and had a good Voyage till we paſſed the Streights of en 
Madagaſcar ; but having got Northward of that Iſland, W 


and to about five Degrees South Latitude, the Winds, 
which in thoſe Seas are obſerved to blow a conſtant equal 
Galebetween the North and Weſt from the beginning of 
December to the b-ginning of May, on the 19th of April 
began toblow with much greater Violence,and more Weſt- 
erly than uſual, continuing ſo for twenty Days together, 
during which time we weredriven alittle to the Eaſt of the 
Molucca Iſlands, and about three Degrees Northward of 
the Line, as our Captain tound by an Obſervation he took 
the 2dof May, at which time the Wind ceaſed, and it was 
a perfect Calm, whereat I was not a little rejoyced. But 
he being a Man well experienced in the Navigation of thoſe 
Seas bid us all prepare againſt a Storm, which accordingly 
happened the Day following : For a Southern Wind, called 
the Southern Monſoon, began to ſet in. 


Finpixs it was like to overblow, we took in our Sprit- 
fail, and ſtood by to hand the Fore-ſail; but making foul 
Weather, we look'd the Guns were all taſt, and handed the 
Miſſen. The Shiplay very broad off, ſo wethought it bet- 
ter ſpooning before the Sea, than trying or hulling. We 
reeft the Fore- ſail and ſet him, we hawPdatt the Fore-fheet; | 
the Helm was hard a Weather. The Ship wore bravely. 
We belay'd the Foredown-ha'l; but the Sail vras ſplit, and 
we hawl'd down the Yard, and got the Sail into the Ship | 
and unbound all the things clear of it. It wasa very fierce, 
Storm; the Sea broke ſtrange and dangerous, We hawtd * 
off upon the Lanniard of the Whipſtaff, and helped the | 
Man at Heim. We would: not get down our Top-Maſt, 

but let all ſtand, becauſe ſhe ſcuqded before the Sea very well, 
and we knew that the Top-Maſt being aloft, the Ship was 
the wholeſomer, and made better way through the Sea, 
ſeeing we had Sea-room. When the Storm was over, we 
ſet Fore - ſail and Main-ſail, and brought the Ship to. Then 
ve ſet the Miſſen, Main-top-Sail and the Foretop-Sail. Our 
Courſe was Eaſt North-caſt, the Wind was at South-weſt. 
: | | > HSE. 00Q 
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We gotthe Star-board Tacks aboard, we caſt off our Wea- 
ther-braces and Lifts; we ſet in the Lee-braces, and hawl'd 
forward by the Wearther-bowlings, and hawV'd them tight, 
and belayed them, and haw}'d over the Miflen Tack to 
Windward, and kept her full and by as near as ſhe would lye. 


DurixG this Storm, which was followed by a ſtrong 
Wind Weſt South-weſt, we were carried by my Compu- 
tation about five hundred Leagues to the Eaſt, fo that the 
oldeſt Sailor on board could not tell in what part of the 
World we were. Our Proviſions held out well, our Ship 
was ſtaunch, and our Crew all in good Health; but we lay 
in the utmoſt Diſtreſs for Water. We thought it beſt to 
hold on the ſame Courſe rather than turn more Northerly, 
which might have brought us to the North-welt parts of 
great Tartary, and into the frozen Sea. 


On the 16th Day of June 1703, a Boy on the Top-maſt 
diſcovered Land, On the 17th we came in full View of a 
great Iſland or Continent, (tor we knew not whether) on 
the South-{ide whereof was a ſmall Neck of Land jutting 
out into the Sea, and a Creek too ſhallow to hold a Ship of 
above one hundred Tuns. We caſt Anchor within a League 
of this Creek, and our Captain ſent a dozen of his Men 
well armed in the Long Boat, with Veſſels for Water if any 
could be found. I detired his leave to go with them, that 
I might ſee the Country, and make what Diſcoveries I 
could. When we came to Land we ſaw no River or Spring, 
nor any ſign of Inhabitants. Our Men therefore wander d 
on the Shore to find out ſome freſh Waternear the Sea, and 
I walked alone about a Mile on the other fide, where I ob- 
ſerved the Country all barrenand rocky. Inow began to 
be weary, and ſeeing nothing to entertain my Curioſity, I 
returned gently down towards the Creek ; and the Sea be- 
ing full in my View, I ſaw our Men already got into the 
Boat, and rowing for Life to the Ship. 1 was going to hol- 
low after them, although it had been to little purpoſe, when 
I obſerved a huge Creature walking after them in the Sea, 
as taſt as he could: He waded not much deeper than his 
Knees, and took prodigious _— But our Men had the 

2 ſtart 
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ſtart of him half a League, and the Sea thereabouts being 
full of ſharp pointed Rocks, the Monſter was not able to 
overtake the Boat. This | was afterwards told, tor | durſt 
not ſtay to ſee the flue of that Adventure; but ran as faſt 
as | could the way | firſt went; and then climbed up a ſteep 
Hill which gave me ſome Proſpect of the Country. I found 
it tully cultivated; but that which firft furprized me was 
the Length of the Grafs, which in thoſe Grounds that ſeem- 
ed to be kept for Hay, was above twenty Foot high. 


I Fer into a high Road, for ſo I took it to be, 


—.— 
ſerved to the Inhabitants only as a foot Path through a Field 


of Barley. Here I walked on for ſome time, but could ſee 
lirtle on either Side, it being now near Harveft, and the Corn 
riſing at leaſt torty Foot. I was an Hour walking to the 
end of this Field, which was fenced in with a Hedge of at 
leaſt one hundred and twenty Foot high, and the Trees ſo 
lofty that I could make no Computation of their Altitude. 
There woas a Stile to paſs from this Field into the next. It 
had four Steps, and a Stone to croſs over when you carne to 
the moſt. It was impoſſible for me to chmb this Stile, 
* fix Foot high, and the upper Stone 
above twenty. I was endeavouring to find ſome Gap in 
the Hedge, when I diſcoveredone of the Inhabitants in the 
next F. 


d advancing towards the Stile, of the fame Size | 
with him whom I ſaw in the Sea purfuing our Boat. He 


appeared as tall as an ordinary Spire-fteeple, and took about 
ten Yards at every Stride, as near as I could gueſs. I was 


ſtruck with the utmoſt Fear and Aſtoniſhment, and ran to 
hide my felt in the Corn, from whence I ſaw him at the | 
topot the Stile, looking back into the next Field on the right 
hand, and heard him call in a Voice many degrees louder | 
than a ſpeaking Trumpet; but the Noiſe was ſo high in the 
Air, that at firſt I certainly thought it was Thunder. W here- | 


upon {even Monſters like himfelf came towards him with 
Reaping Hooks in their Hands, each Hook about the large- 
neſs of fix Scythes. Theſe People were not fo well clad as 
the firſt, whoſe Servants or Labourers they ſeemed to be. 
For, upon ſome Words he ſpoke, they went to reap the 
Corn in the Field where I lay. I kept from them at as great 
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a diſtance as I could, but was forced to move with extream 
Difficulty, for the Stalks of the Corn were ſometimes not 
abovea Fot diſtant, fo that I could hardly fqueeze myBody 
betwixt them. I made a ſhift to go forward till I came to 
a part of the Field where the Corn had been laid by the Rain 
and Wind, Here it was impoffible for me to advance a 
Step: For the Stalks were ſo interwoven that I could not 
creep thorough, and the Beards of the fallen Ears fo ſtron 
and pointed that they pierced through my Cloatos into m. 
Fleſh. At the fame time I heard the Reapers not above an 
hundred Vards behind me. Being quite difpirited with Toll, 
and wholly overcome by Grief and Defpair, I lay down be- 
tween two Ridges, and aan wiſhed I might there end 
my Days. Ibemoaned my defolate Widow, and Father- 
lets Children, Ilamented my on Folly and Wiltulnefsin 
attempting a fecond Voyage againft the Advice of all = 
Friends and Relations. In this terrible Agitation of Mind 
could not forbear thinking of Lilliput, whoſe Inhabitants 
looked upon me as the greateſt Prodigy that ever appeared 
in the World: Where I was able to draw an imperial Fleet in 
my Hand, and perform thoſe other Actions which will be 
recorded for ever in the Chronicles of that Empire, white 
Paſterity ſhall hardly believe them, although atteſted by 
Millions, I reflected what a Mortification it muſt prove to 
me to appear as inconfiderable in this Nation as one fin 
Lilliputian would be among us. But, this I conceived was 
to be the leaſt of my Misfortunes: Far, as human Creatures 
are obſerved to be more ſavage and cruel in Proportion to 
their Bulk, what could I expect but to be a Morſel in the 
Mouth ot the firſt among theſe enormous Barbarians that 


ſhould r to ſeize me? Undoubted!y Philoſophers are 


in the right when they tell us, that ani bas great or little 
otherwiſe than by Compariſon. It might have pleaſed For- 
tune to let the Lilliputians find ſome Nation, where the 
People were as diminutive with reſpect to them, as they 
were to me. And who knows but that even this prodi- 
ious Race of Mortals might be equally overmatched in 
ome diſtant part of the World, whereof we have yet no 
Diſcovery? ? | | 


PART Mo C 


SCARED 
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\ Scared and confounded as I was, I could not forbear go- 
ing on with theſe Reflections, when one of the Reapers 
approaching within ten Yards of the Ridge wherel lay, 
made me apprehend that with the next Step I ſhould be 
i quaſhed to Death under his Foot, or cut in two with his 
Reaping Hook. And therefore when he was again about 
to move, I ſcreamed as loud as Fear could make me. Where- 
upon the huge Creature trod ſhort, and looking round about 
under him for ſome time, at laſt eſpied me as lay on the 
Ground. He conſidered a while, with the Caution of one 
who endeavours to lay hold on a fmall dangerous Animal in 
ſuch a manner that it ſhall not be able either to ſcratch or to 
bite him, as Imy ſelf have ſometimes done with a Weaſel 
in England. At length he ventured to take me up behind 
by the middle between his Fore-finger and Thumb, and 
brought me within three Yards of his Eyes, that he might 
behold my Shape more perfectly. I gueſſed his Meaning, 
and my good Fortune gave me ſo much Preſence of Mind, 
that reſolved not to ſtruggle in the leaſt as he held me in the 
Air above ſixty Foot from theGrouud, although he griev- 
ouſly pinched my Sides, for fear I ſhould flip through his 
Fingers. AllI ventured was to raiſe mine Eyes towards 
the Sun, and place my Hands together in a ſupplicating Po- 


ſture, and to {peak ſome Words in an humble melancholy | 


Tone, ſuitable to the Condition Ithen was in. For Iap- 
prehended every Moment that he woulddaſh me againſt the 
Ground, as we uſually do any little hateful Animal which 
we have a mind to deſtroy. But my good Star would 
have it that he appeared pleaſed with my Voice and Ge- 


ſtures, and began to look upon me as a Curiolity, much 
wondering to hear me pronounce articulate Words, al- | 
though he could not underſtand them. In the mean time | 
I was notable to forbear groaning and ſhedding Tears, and | 
turning my Head towards my Sides; letting him know, as 


well as I could, how cruelly | was hurt by the Preſſure of 


his Thumb and Finger. He ſeemed toapprehend my Mean- 


ing; for, lifting up the Lappet of my Coat, he put me 
gently into it, and immediately ran along with me to his 
J 
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Maſter, who was a ſubſtantial Farmer, andthe ſamePerſon 
Thad firſt ſeen in the Field. 


Tux Farmer having (as I ſuppoſed by their Talk) received 
ſuch an Account of me as his Servant could give him, 
took a piece of a ſmall Straw, about the ſize of a walking 
Staff, and there with lifted up the Lappets of my Coat; 
which it ſeems he thought to be ſome kind of Covering 
that Nature had given me. He blew my Hairs aſide to take 
a better view of my Face. He called his Hinds about him, 
and asked them (as I afterwards learned) whether they had 
ever ſeen in the Fields any little Creature that reſembled me. 
He then placed me ſoftly on the Ground upon all four, but I 
got immediately up, and walked ſlowly backwards and for- 
wards, to let thoſe People ſee I had no Intent to run away. 
They all fate down in a Circle about me, the better to ob- 
ſerve my Motions. I pulled off my Hat, and made a low 
Bow towards the Farmer. I fell on my Knees, and lifted 


up my Hands and Eyes, and ſpoke ſeveral Words as loud as 


I could : I took a Purſe of Gold out of my Pocket, and 
humbly preſented it to him. He received it on the Palm of 
his Hand, then applied it cloſe to his Eye, to ſee what it 
was, and afterwards turned it ſeveral times with the Point 
of a Pin, (which he took out of his Sleeve,) but could 
make nothing of it. Whereupon I made a Sign that he ſhould 
place his Hand on the Ground. I took the Purſe, and o- 
pening it, poured all the Gold into his Palm. There were 
fix Spaniſh-Pieces of four Piſtoles each, beſides twenty or 
thirty ſmaller Coyns. I ſaw him wet the Tip of his little 
Finger upon his Tongue, and take up one of my largeſt 
Pieces, and then another, but he ſeemed to be wholly igno- 
rant what they were. He made me a Sign to put them a- 
gain into my Purſe, and the Purſe again into my Pocket, 


__ after offering to him ſeveral times, I thought it beſt 
to do. | | 


Tux Farmer by this time was convinced I muſt be a rati- 
onal Creature, He ſpoke often to me, but the Sound of 
his Voice pierced my Ears like that of a Water Mill, yet his 
Words were articulate enough. | anſwered as loud as [ 

C'z could 
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could in ſeveral Languages, and he often laid his Ear with 
two Tards of me, but All in vain, for we were wholly un- 
intelligible toeach other. He then ſent his Servants to their 
Work, and taking his Handkerehief out ot bis Pocket, he 
doubled and fpread it on his left Hand, which he placed flat 
on the Ground with the Palm upwards, making me a Sign 
co ſtep into it, as I could eaſily Co, for it was not above a 
Footinthickntſs. I thought it my part to obey, and for 
fear of falling, laid my lt at Length upon the Handker- 


chiet, wich the Remainder of which he lapped me up to the 


Head for further Security, and in this manner carried me 
Home to hisHouſe, There he called his Wike,and fhewed me 
to her; but fhe ſcreamed and ran back as Women in Eug land 


do at the Sight of a Toad ora Spider. However, when | 


Fhe had a while ſeen my Behaviour, and how well I obſer ved 


the ſiguscher Husband made, ſhe was ſoon reconciled, und 


ty degrees grew extreatnly tender ot me. 


Ir was abotit twelve ãt Noon, and a Servant brought ia 
Dinner. It was only one ſubſtantial Diſh ot Meat (it fer 
the plain Condition of an Husband- Man) in a Difh of about 
tour and twenty Foot Diameter. The Company were the 
Farmer and his Wife, three Children, and an old Grandme- 
ther: When they werefardown, the Farmer placed me at 


ſome diſtance from him on the Table, which was thirty | 
Foot high from theTloor. I was ina terrible Fright, and 


Kept as fur as I could from the Edge for fear of falling. The 
Wife minced a bit ot Meat, then crumbled ſome Bread ona 
Trencher, and placed it betore me. I made her a lo. Bow, 
tocik out my Fi: and Fork, and fell to eat, whichgave 
Them excceding Delight, The Miſtreſs ſent her Maid fer 
a'tmallDrim-ctp, Which held about three Gallons, and fil- 
ledut wich Drink, I ook upthe Veſſel with much difficul- 
Tyinboth'Hands, and in a moſt reſpecttul manner -dratrk to 
her Ladyſhip'e Fleulth, expreſſing the Wo ds as loud as. 
could in Engliſh, which made the Company laugh ſo hearti- 
ly, that I wasalmoſt deafned withthe Noiſe. This Liquor 
diftedlilizh'fmall C yder, and was not unpleaſant. Then the 
Maſter made mea ſign to cometo bis Trencher ſide; but as 
I'watked on the Table, being in great ſurprixe all the time. 
| | "=" o 
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Age tOBKOBHINGN AE, 5 
28 the indulgent Reader will eaflly conceive and excuſe, 1 
do ſternble againſt Fowl and fell lat on my Face, 
eee hut, b. d ach eee and oblerying 
the good People to be in much concern, I took 
(which I weld under my Atm onrof good Manners — 
waving over my Head, made ther Huzza's to ſhew T hat 
got no Mifohiet dy my Fall. But advancmg forwards to- 
ward my Maſter (as 1 ſhall hence forch call him) his young- 
eſt Son Whotate next him, m arch Boy of about ten Years 
old, took me up by the Legs, and held mefo tighinthe 
Air, that I trembled every Limb; but his Father ſnatched 
me from him, andat che lame time gave bim fuch a Box on 
the left Eur, as would have felled an Eurupenn Troop of 
Horle co che Earkh, ordering him to be taken from the 

le, But, being afraid the Boy might owe me a ſpight, ard 
well rememibr ing how miſchievous all Children — Fr 
naturally are to Sparrows, Rabbits, young Kirrens, and 
I fell 0n'tny Kitets, and to the Boy, 
aſter to un Ale d, that I de- 
fees eve ee be pardoned, The Father complied,end 
the Lad tk Aris I wentto him and 
bed bis Hund, ieh n my Matter took, 1 
Arodk wegen wirh it. 


in de midſt of Dinnermy MiltrefsHavourte Cat leap 


ante her Lap. I heard a norſe behind me like that ot 9 
Stocking · Weavers at work ; Md turnin Head I found 
it precdeded from che purring of this Ant᷑mal, ho ſermed 


to be ili tee times larger than an Ox, 'as T computed by the 
Viewother Head: and one of herPaws,wwhileherMiſtrefs was 
er. The piercenels ofthis Creatures 
Countenance ultogetherdiſcompoſrd me; though I ſtood at 
dhe further End of the Table, abovefitryFooroft,and Hugh 
my Miſtreſs held her fait for'tearſhemighrgive a ſpring, a 

ſeize me in her Talons. But it happened there vvas no oa 
ger; for'the'Cartooknot the ſeaſt Notice of me when my 
Maſter placed me within three Yardsof her. And as J have 
beenalways told, and ſound trut by Exper tence in my Tra- 
vels, that A ying, or diſcovering Fear 8 flerce Animal, 
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is a certain way to make it purſue or attack you, fo I reſob 
ved in this dangerous Juncturę . » ſhew no manner of Con- 
cern. I walked with Intrepidity five or fix times before the 
very Head of the Cat, and came within halt à Yard of her; 
whereupon ſhedrew her ſelf back, as if ſhe were more a- 
fraid of me: I had leſs Apprehenſion concerning the Dogs, 
whereof three or four came into the Room, as it is uſual 
in Farmers Houſes; one of which was a Maſtiff equal in 


bulk to four El ts, anda Grey-hound ſomewhat taller 


than the Maſtiff, but not ſo large. 


Wu Dinner was almoſt done, the Nurſe came in ; 
with a Child of a Yearoldin her Arms, who immediately 


ſpyed me, and began a Squall that you might have heard 


trom Lend-n-Bridge to Chelſea, after the uſual Oratory of 
Infants, to get me for a Play-thing. The Mother out of | 


pure Indulgence took me up, and put me towards the Child, 
| whopreſently ſeized me by the Middle, and got my Head 


in his Mouth, where I roared ſo loud that the Urchin was | 


trighted, and let me drop, and I ſhould infallibly have broke 
my Neck if the Mother had not held her Apron under me, 
The Nurſe to quiet her Babe made uſe of a Rattle, which 
was a kind of hollow Veſſel filled with great Stones, and 
faſtned by a Cable to the Child's Waſte: But all in vain, ſo' 
that ſhe was forced to apply the laſt Remedy by giving it 


ſack. I muſt confeſs no Object ever diſguſted me ſo much | 


as the ſight of her monſtrous Breaſt, which I cannot tell 
what to compare with, ſo as to give the curious Reader an 
Idea of its Bulk, Shape and Colour. It ſtood prominent 
ſix Foot, and could not be leſs than ſixteen in Circumfe- 
rence. The Nipple was about half the Bigneſs of my Head, 
and the Hew both of that and the Dug ſo varified with Spots, 
Pimples and Freckles, that nothing could a more nau- 
ſeous: For I had a near fight of her, ſhe fitting down the 
more conveniently to give Suck, and I ſtanding on the Ta- 
ble. This made me reflect upon the fair Skins of our Eng- 
liſh Ladies, who appear ſo beautiful to us, only becaule 
they are of our own ſize, aid their Defects not to be ſeen but 
through a Magnifying-Glaſs, where we find by Experiment 
that the ſmootheſt and whiteſt Skins look rough and coarſe, 
and ill coloured. 1 
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I REMEMBER when I was at Lilliput, the Complexi- 
ons of thoſediminutive People appeared to me the faireſt in 
the World, and talking upon this Subject with a Per ſon of. 
Learning there, who was an intimate Friend of mine, he 
ſaid that my Face appeared much fairer and ſmoother when 
he looked on me from the Ground, than it did upon a nearer 
View when J took him up in my Hand, and brought him 
cloſe, which he confeſſed was at firſt a very ſhocking ſight 
He ſaid he could diſcover great Holes in my Skin, that the 
Stumps of my Beard were ten times ſtronger than the Bri- 
ſtles of a Boar, and my Complexion made upot ſeveral Co- 
jours altogether diſagreeable: Although I muſt beg leave to 
ſay for my ſelf, that I am asfairasmoſtof my Sex and Coun- 
try, and very little Sunburnt by all my Travels. On the o- 
ther fide, diſcourſing of the Ladies in that Emperor's Court, 
he uſed to tell me, one had Freckles, another too wide a 
Mouth, a third too large a Noſe, nothing of which I was 
able to diſtinguiſh, I confeſs this Reflection was obvious 
enough; which however I could not forbear, leſt the Rea- 


der might think thoſe vaſt Creatures were actually deform- 


ed: For I muſt do them Juſticeto ſay they are a comelyRace 
of People; and particularly the Features of my Maſter's 
Countenance, although he were but a Farmer, when I be- 
held him from the Heightof ſixty Foot, appeared very well 
proportioned. | 


Wu Dinner was done, my Maſter went out to his 
Labourers, andas I could diſcover by his Voice and Geſture, 
gave his Wife a ſtrict Charge to take care of me. I was very 
much tired and diſpoſed to ſleep, which my Miſtreſs percei- 
ving, ſhe put me on her own Bed, and covered me with a 
clean white Handkerchief, but larger and coarſer than the 
Main Sail of a Man of War. a oo 


I flept about two Hours, and dreamed I was at home 
with my Wite and Children, which aggravated mySorrows 
when I awaked and found my ſelf alone in a vaſt Room, be- 


tween ewo and three hundred Foot wide, and above two 
hundred high, lying in a Bed twenty Yards wide. My Mi- 
Areſs was gone about her houſhold Affairs, and had locked 

adds N me 
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me in. The Bed was eight Yards from the Floor. Some 
natural Neceſſities required me to get down, I durſt not 
prefume to call, and if I had, it would have been in vain 
with ſuch a Voice as mine at ſo great a diſtance from the 
Room where I lay to the Kitchen where the Family kept. 
While I was under theſe Circumſtancestwo Rats crept up 
the Curtains, and ran fmelling backwards and forwards on 


the Bed. One of them came up almoſt to my Face, where-. 


upon I roſe in a Fright, and drew out my Hanger ta defend 
my ſelf, Theſe horrible Animals had the Boldnefs to attack 
me on both ſides, and one of them held his Fore-feetat my 


Collar; but I had the good Fortune to rip up his Beily before 


he could do me any Miſchief. He fell down at my Feet, and 
the other ſceing the Fate of his Comrade, made his Eſcape, 
but not without one good Wound on the Back, which I 
ve himas he fled, and made the Blood run trickling from 
im. Afterthis Exploit I walked gently to and fro on the 
Bed, to recover my Breath and Lofs of Spirits. Theſe 
Creatures were of the ſize of alarge Maſtiff, but infinitely 
more nimble and fierce, ſo that if I had taken off my Belt 
before I went to ſleep, I muſt have infallibly been torn to 
pieces and devoured. I meaſured the Tail gf the dead Rat, 
and found it to be two Yards long wanting an Inch; but it 
went againſt my Stomach to drag the Carcaſs off the Bed, 
where it lay ſtill bleeding; I obſerved it had yet ſome Life, 
but with a ſtrong Slaſh croſs the Neck 1 Goroughty dif- 
patchedit, | 


Soo after my Miſtreſs came into the Room, who ſee- 
ing me all bloody, ran and took me up in her Hand. I poin- 
ted o the dead Rus, ſmiling and making other Signs to ſhew 
I was not hurt, whereat ſhe was extremely rejoyced, cal- 
ling the Maid to take up the dead Rt with a pair of Tongs, 
and throw it out of the Window. Then ſhe {et me on a 
Table where I ſhewed her my Hanger all bloody, and wiping 
it on the Lappet of my Coat, returned it to the Scabbard. 
I was preſſed to do morgehan one Thing, which another 
could not do for me, and therefore endeavoured to make my 
Miſtreſs underſtand that I deſired to be ſer down on the 
Floor; which after ſhe had done, my Baſhfulneis * 
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ſuffer me to expreſs my {elf farther than by pointing to the 


Door, and bowing ſeveral times. Thegood Woman with 
much Difficulty at laſt perceived what 1 would beat, and 
taking me up again in her Hand, walked into the Garden 
where ſhe ſet me down. I went on one fide about two 
hundred Yards, and beckoning to her notto look or to fol- 


low me, I hid my ſelf between two Leaves of Sorrel, and 


there diſcharged the Neceſſities of Nature. 


I Hoe the gentle Reader will excuſe me for dwelling 
on theſe and the like Particulars, which however inſignifi- 
cant they may appear to grovelling vulgar Minds, yet will 
certainly help aPhiloſopher to enlarge his Thoughts andIma- 
gination, and apply them to the Benefit of publick as well as 
private Life, which was my ſole Deſign in preſenting this 
and other Accounts of my Travels to the World; wherein 
I have been chiefly ſtudious of Truth, without affecting 
any Ornaments of 1 or of Style. But the whole 
Scene of this Voyage made ſo ſtrong an Impreſſion on my 
Mind, and is ſo deeply fixed in my Memory, that in com- 
mitting it to Paper I did not omit one material Circum- 
ſtance: However upona ſtrict Review, I blotted out ſeveral 
Paſſages of leſs Moment which were in my firſt Copy, for 
fear of being cenſured as tedious and trifling, whereof Tra- 
vellers are often, perhaps not without Juſtice, accuſed, 
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CHAT. II, | 
A Deſcription of the Farmer's Daughter. The Aut harcar- 


' ried to a Market-Town, and then to the. Metropolis. The 
_ _ Particulars of his Fourney.. 


AY Miſtreſs badaDa of nine Yearsold, a Child 
M of toward Parts for ber Age, very dextrous at her 
Fecdle, and skilful in drefling her Baby, Her Mother and 
ſhe contrived to fit up the Baby's: Cradle for me againſt 
Night: The Cradle was put intoa ſmall Drawer of a Cabi- 
net, and the Drawer placed upan a, hanging Shelf for fear 
of the Bat. "This was my Bed all the Time I ſtayd with 
thoſe People, though made more convenient by degrees, as 
I, began to learn; their Language, and make my Wants 
known, Tang Girl was ſo handy, that after I had 


4 


once or twice pulled off my Cloarhs. before her, ſhe was 
able to dreſs and undreſs me, though I never gave ber that 
Trouble when ſhe would let me do either my ſelf. She 
made me ſeven Shirts, and ſome other Linen of as fine 
Cloth as could be got, which indeed was coarſer than Sack- 
cloth; and theſe ſhe conſtantly waſhed for me with her own 
Hands. She was likewiſe my School-Miſtreſs to teach me 

the Language: When l pointed to any thing, ſhe told me 
the name of it in her on Tongue, ſo that in a few Days 1 
was able to call for whatever I had a mind to. She was ve» 
ry good natur d, and not above forry Foot high, being little 
for her Age. She gave me the Name of Grildrig, which 
the Family took up, andafterwards the whole Kingdom. 
The Word imports what the Latins call Nanunculus, the 
Italians Homunceletino, and the Engliſh Mannikin. To her 
I chiefly owe my Preſervation in that Country : We never 
partcd while I was there; I called her my Glumdalclitch, 

0 [ 3 C.: I | [3 
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of little Nurſe: And I ſhould be guilty of great Ingratitude 
if Tomitted this honourable Mention ot her Care and. Af- 


fection towards me, which, I heartily wiſh it lay in my 


Power tor uite as ſhe de er ves. inſtead of being thei 


cent but un nhappy Inſtrument ot her Diſgrace, as I have 


too muchr 


Ir now began to be known and talked of in the Neigh- 
bourhood, that my Maſter had found a ſtrange 8 


the Field about the bigneſs of a Splacknuck,' but exactly ſha- 
| ped inevery 


oe like a human Creature; which it likewiſe 
imitated in all its Actions; ſeemed to ſpeak in a little Lan- 
guage of its own, had already learned ſeveral Words of theirs, 
went ere& upon two. Legs, was tame and gentle, would 
come when it was called. do whatever it was bid, had the 
fineſt Limbsin the World, and a Complexion fairer than a 


Nobleman's Daughter of three Years od. Another Far- 


mer wholived hard by, and was a particular Friend ot my 
Maſter, came on a Viſit on purpoſe to enquire into the 
Truth of this Story. L was immediately produced, and 
placed upon a Table, where I walked as I was commanded, 

rew my Hanger, put it up again, made my Reverence to 
my Maſter's Gueſt, asked him in his own Language how 
he did, and told him he was welcome, juſt as my little 
Nurſe had inſtructed me. This Man, who was old and 


dim lighted, put on his Spectacles to behold me better, at 


| which I co 


not torbear laughing very heartily, for bis 
Eyes appeared like the Full-Moon ſhining into a Chamber at 
two Windows. Our People, whodiſcovered the cauſe of 


my Mirth, bore me company in Laughing, at which the 


old Fellow was Fool enough tobe Angry and out of Coun- 


tenance. He had the Character of a great Miſer, and to 
i 


my Misfortune he well deſerved itby the curſed Advice he 


gave my Maſter to ſhew measa Sight upon a Market-Day 


in the next Town, which was half an hour's riding, about 


two and twenty Miles from our Houſe, . I gueſicd there 


was ſome Miſchief contriving, when I obſeryed my Ma- 


ſter and his Friend whiſpering long together, ſometimes 
| 2 at me; and my Fears made me faney that I over- 


eard and underſtood ſome of their Words. But, the next 
x 1 Morning 


2 — 1 


Condition, muſt have undergone the lame Diſtreſs, > 
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Morning Glumdalclitch my little Nurſe told me the whole 
Matter which The had cunningly picked out from her Mo- 


ther. The poor Girl laid me on her Boſom, and fell a 


weeping with Shame and Grief, She apprehended ſome 


Miſchief would happen to me from rude vulgar Folks, 
bo might ſqueeze me to Death or break one of my Limbs 


by taking me in their Hands. Shiehadalſo obſerved he 
modeſt 1 was in my Nature, how, nicely I regarded my 


Honour, and what an Indignity I ſhould conceive it tobe 
expoſed for Money as a publick Spectacle to the meaneſt of 
the People. She {aid, her Papa and Mamma had promiſed 
that Gri{/rig ſhould be hers, but now ſhe found they meant 
to ſerve her as they did laſt Year, when they pretended to 


give her a Lamb, and yet, as ſoon as it was fat, fold it to 


a Butcher. For my own part, I may truly affirm that! 


was leſs concerned than my Nurſe. Thad a ſtrong Hope 


- which never left me, that I ſhould one Day recover my Li- 
- berty; and as to the Ignominy of being carried about for a 


Monſter, I conſidered my ſelf to be a perfect Stranger in 


the Country, and that ſuch a Misfortune could never be 
charged upon me as a Reproach it ever I ſhould return to 


England; ſince the King of Great Britain himſelf, in m 


My Maſter purſuant to the Advice of his Friend, .cartied | 


me in a Box the next Marketday to the neighbouring Town, 
- znd took along with him his little Daughter my Nurſe up- 
on a Pillion behind him, The Box was cloſe on every fide, 


with a little door for me to go in and out, and a few Gimlet- 
holes to let in Air. The Girl had been ſo careful to put the 


Quilt ot her Baby's Bed into it, for me to lye down on, 


However, I was terribly ſhaken and diſcompoſed in this] 


Journey, though it were but of half an Hour, For the 
Horſe went about forty Foot at every Step, and trotted ſo 


high, that the Agitation was equal to the riſing and falling | 


of a Ship in a great Storm, but much more frequent: Our 


Journey was ſomewhat further than from London to St. 


- Albans. My Miſter al —— at an Inn which he uſed to 
frequent; and after con 


1 

ulting a while with the Inn-keeper, 
and making ſomeneceſſary Preparations, he hired the Grul- 
by » a 1 3 . — tri d. 
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t rud, or Cryer to give notice through the Town of a ſtrange 
Creature to be ſeen at the ſign of the Green Eagli not {6 big 
as a Splacknus K (an Animal in that Country row finely ſhap- 
ed, about ſix Foot- long) and in every part of the Body te- 
ſembling an human Creature, could ſpeak ſeveral Words, 
and perform an hundred giverting Tricks. 3388 


I was placed upon a Table in the largeſt Room of the Inn 
which might be near three hundred Foot Square. My little 
Nurſe ſtood on a low Stool cloſe to the Table to take care of 
me, and direct what I ſhould do. My Maſter, to avoid a 
Croud, would ſuffer only thirty Peaple at a time to ſee me. 
I walked about on the Table as the Girl commanded; ſhe 
asked me Queſtions as far as ſhe knew my Underſtanding of 
the Language reached, and I anſwered them as loud as 1 
could. I turned about ſeveral times to the Company, paid 
my humble Reſpects, ſaid they were welcome, ard uſed 
ſome other Speeches I had been taught. I took upa Thimble 
filled with Liquor, which Glumdalcliteh had given me · for 
a Cup, and drank their Health. I drew out my Hanger, 
and flouriſhed with it after the manner of Fencers:in Ex-. 
gland. My Nurſe gave me part of a Straw, which I exer- 
ciſed as a Pike, having learned the Art in my Youth; I 
vas that day ſhewn to twelye Sets af Company, and as of- 
rried ten forced to go over again with the ame Fopperies, till l 
on, BY was halt dead with Wearineſs and Vexation. For, thoſe 
up- who had ſeen me made ſuch wonderful Reports, that the 

People were ready to break down the Doors to come in. 
nlet-¶ My Maſter for his own Intereſt would not ſuffer any one to 
it the touch me except my Nurſe; and to prevent danger, Benches 
u on, were ſet round the Table at ſuch a diſtance as put me out of 
1 this BY every body's reach. However, an unlucky School- Boy 
r the aimed a hazel Nut directly at my Head,jwhich verynarrow- 
ed ſo ly miſſed me; hero it came with ſo much violence 
ling that it would have infallibly knocked out my Brains, for it 

Our was almoſt as large as a ſmall Pumpion: But I had the Satis- 
o St. faction to ſee the young Rogue well beaten, and turned out 
ed to of the Room, ; "i , x0 ny 


Grul- , | | | My 
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Mx Maſter gave publick Notice, that he would ſhewy me 
again the next Market-day, and in the mean time heprepa- 
red a more convenient Vehicle for me, which he had reafon 
enough to do; tor I was ſo tired with my firſt Journey, 
and with entertaining Company for eight Hours together, 
that I could hardly ſtand upon my Legs, or ſpeak a Word. 
It was at leaſt three Days before I recovered my Strength; 
and that I might habe no Reſt at home, all the neighbour- 
iog Gentlemen from at hundred Miles round, hearing af 
my Fame, came to fee me at my Maſter's own Houſe. 
There cnuld nat be fewer than thirty Perſons with their 
Wives and Children {for the Country was very populous;) | 


and my Maſter demanded the Rate of a full Room when- | 
ever he ſhewed me at Home, although it were only to a in-; 


gle Family. So that for ſome time I had but little Eaſe e- 
very Day of the Week (except N 1 which is their 
Sabbath) although I were not carried to the Town. ; 


Mx Maſter finding howy profitable T was like to be, reſol-· 
ed to carry me to the moſt conſiderable Cities of the King - 
dom. 1 provided himſelf with all thing: 
neceſſary for a ne. and ſettled his Affairs at Home, 
he took leave of his Wife, and upon the 175 of Auguf 
Hog. about two Months after my Arrival, we ſet ont fer 
de Metropolis, ſituated near the middle of that Empire, and 


about three thouſand Miles diſtance from our Houſe : My 


. Maſter made his — — ride behind him. 
She carried me on her Lap in a Box tyed about her Waſte. 
The Girl had lined it on all ſides with the ſofteſt Cloth ſhe 


could get, well quilted underneath, furniſhed it with ber; | 


Baby's Bed, provided me with Linen and other Neceſſaries, 
aud madeevery thing as convenient as ſhe could. We had 
no other Company but a Boy of the Houſe, who rode after Þ 
us with the Luggage. = 


Mx Maſter's Defigy/was'to ſhew me in all the Towns by 
the way, and to ſtep out of the Road for fifty or an hundred 
Miles, to any Village or Perſon of Quality's Houſe where 

de might expect Cuſtom, We made eaſy Journies of — 
; 5 above 
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dove ſeven or eightſcore Miles a Day: For Glumdalclitch, 
on purpoſe to ſpare me, complained ſhe was tired with the 
trotting of the Horſe. She often took me out of my Box 
at my own Deſire, to give me Air, and ſhew me the Coun- 
try, ke always held me faſt by a Leading-ftring. We paſſed 
over five or {ixRivers many degrees broader and deeper than 
the Nile or the Ganges, and. there was hardly a Rivulet ſo 
ſmall as the Thames at London Bridge. We were ten Weeks 


in our Journey, and I was ſhewn in — large Towns 
les, 


beſides many Villages and private Fam 


Ox the 26th Day of October, we arrived at the Metro- 


= polis, called in their Language Lorbrulgrud, or Pride of the 
= Univerſe, My Maſter took a Lodging in the principal Street 
of the City, not far from the Royal Palace, and put out Bills 
in the uſual Form, containing an exact Deſcription of my 
Perſon and Parts. He hired a large Room between three 


und four hundred Foot wide. He provided a Table ſixty 
Foot in diameter, upon which I was to act my Part, and 


¶ paliſadoed it round three Foot from the Edge, and as many 


185 to prevent my falling over. I was ſhewn ten times 
a Day to the Wonder and Satisfaction of all People, I could 
now ſpeak the Language tolerably well, and perfectly un- 
der ſtood every Word — ſpoken to me. Beſides, 1 
had learned their Alphabet, and could make a ſhift to explain 
a Sentence here and there; for Glumdaleliteh had been my 
Inſtructer while we were at home, and at leiſure Hours dur- 


ing our Journey. She carried alittle Book: in her Pocket, not 


much larger than a Sanſoms Atlas; it was a common Trea- 


ue for the uſe of young Girls, giving a ſhort Account of 


their Religion; out of this ſne taught me my Letters, and 


interpreted the Words. 


CHAP. 


CHAP.1NI, 


The Author ſent for to Court. The Queen buys him of his 
Maſter the Farmer, and preſents him to the King, He diſ- 
putes with his Majeſty's great Scholars. An Apartment 
at Court provided for the Author. He is in high Fa vour 

with the 
Country. His Quarrels with the Queen s Dwarf. 


12 frequent Labours I underwent every Day made in 
a few Weeks a very conſiderable Change in my 


Health: The more my Maſter got by me, the more inſatia- ; 


ble he grew. Thad quite loſt myStomach, and wasalmoſt 
reduced to a Skeleton. The Farmer obſerved it, and con- 
cluding I ſoon muſt dye, reſolved to make as good a Hand 
of me as he could. While he was thus reaſoning and reſol- 
ving with himſelf, a Slardral, or Gentleman Uſher came 


from Court, commanding my Maſter to carry me imme- Þ? 


diately thither for the Diverſion of the Queen and her La- 
dies. Some of the latter had already been to ſee me, and 
reported ſtrange Things of my Beauty, Behaviour, and 

Senſe. Her Majeſty and thoſe who attended her were 
beyond Meaſure delighted with my Demeanor. I fell on 
my Knees, and begged the Honour of kiſſing her imperial 
Foot; but this Gracious Princeſs held out her little Finger 


towards me (after I was ſet on a Table) which I embraced Þ 


in both my Arms, and put the tip ot it, with the utmoſt 
Reſpect, tomy Lip. She made me ſome general Queſtions 
about my Country and my Travels, which I anſwer'd as di- 
ſtinctly and in as few Words as I could; She asked whether 
I would be content to live at Court. 1 bowed down to the 
board of the Table, and humbly anſwered that I was my 
Maſter's Slave, but if I were at my own Diſpoſal, I _ 


ueen. He ſtands up for the Honour of his own $ 
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be proud to devote my Life to her Majeſty's Service. She 
then asked my Maſter whether he were willing to ſell me at 
a goed Price, He, who apprehended I could not live a 
Month, was ready enough to part with me, and demanded 
athouſandpieces of Gold, which were ordered him on tlie 
ſpot, each piece being about the bigneſs of eight hundred 
Moydores; but, allowing for the Proportion of all Things 
between that Country and Exrope, and the high Price of 
Gold among them, was hardly ſo greata Sum asa thouſand 
Guineas would be in England. I then ſaid to the Queen, 
finceI was now her Majeſty's moſt humble Creature and 
Vaſſal, I muſt beg the Favour, that Glumdalclitch, who 
had always tended me with ſo much Care and Kindneſs, 
and underſtood to do it ſo well, might be admitted into her 
Service, and continue to be my Nurſe and Inſtructor. Her 
Majeſty agreed to my Petition, and eaſily got the Farmer's 
Conſent, who was glad enough to have his Daughter pre- 
ferred at Court: And the poor Girl herſelt was not able to 
hide her Joy : My late Maſter withdrew, bidding me fare- 
well, and ſaying he had left me ina good Service; to which 
I replyed not a Word, only making him a flight Bow. 


Tux Queen obſerved my Coldneis, and whenthe Farmer 
was gone out of the Apartment, asked me the Reaſon. yl 
made bold to tell her Majeſty that I owed no other Obligati- 
on to my late Maſter, than his not daſning out the Brains of 
a poor harmleſs Creature found by Chance in his Field; 
which Obligation was amply recompenced by the Gain he 
had made in ſhewing me through half the Kingdom, and 
the Price he had now {old me for. That the Lite I had fince 
led, was laborious enough to kill an Animal of ten times 
my Strength. That my Health was much impaired by the 
continual Drudgery of entertaining the Rabble every Hour 
of the Day, and that if my Maſter had not thought my 
Life in danger, her Majeſty would not have got ſo cheap a 
Bargain. But as I was out of all fear of being ill treated 
under the Protection of ſo great and good an Empreſs, the 
Ornament of Nature, the Darling ot the World, the De- 
light of her Subjects, the Phoenix of the Creation; ſo, I 
hoped my late Maſter's Apprehenſions would appear to be 

Part II. K ground- 
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groundleſs, for I already found my Spirits torevive by the 
Influence of her moſt Auguſt Preſence. 


Trrs wasthe Sum of my Speech, delivered with great 
Improprietiesand Heſitation; the latter part was altogether 
framed in the Style peculiar to that People, whereof I lear- 
ned ſome Phraſes trom Glumdalclitch, while ſhe was car- 
rying me to Court. 


Tur Queeen giving great Allowance for my Defective · 
neſs in ſpeaking, was however ſurpriſed at ſo much Wit 
and Senſe in ſo diminutive an Animal. She took me 
in her own Hands, and carried me to the King, who was 
then retired to his Cabinet. His Majeſty, a Prince of much 
Gravity, and auſtere Countenance, not well obſerving my 
Shape at firſt View, asked the Queen after a cold Manner, 
- how long it was ſince ſtie grew fond of a Splacnnck; for 
ſuch it ſeems he took me to be, as I lay upon my Breaſt in 
- her Majeſt y eright Hand. But this Princeſs, who hath an 
infinite deabot Wit and Humour, ſet me gently on my Feet 
upon the Scrutore;and commanded me to give His Majeſty 
an Account of myſelf, which I did in a very few Words; 
and-Ghuiwdalclirch, 
could not endure I ſhould be out of her fight, being admit- 
ted, confirmed all that hadpaſſed from my Arrival at her 
Father's Houſe, 7 Siet n 1 | 


Tur King, although hebe as learned a Perſon as any in 
his Dominions, had been educated in the Study of Philoſo- 
phy, and particularly Mathematicks; yet when he obſerved 
my Shape exactly, and faw me walk erect, before I began 
to ſpeak, conceived I might be a Piece of Clock-work, 
(which is in that Country arrived toa very great Perfection) 

coatrived by ſome ingenious Artiſt, But, when he heard 


my Voice, and found what I delivered to be regular and ra- 


, whoattended at the Cabinet Door, and 


* 1 3 D , a 


tional, he could not eonceal his Aſtoniſiment. He was by Þ 


no means ſatisfied with the Relation Igave him ot the Man- 
ner came into his Kingdom, but thought it a Story con- 
certed between Glumdalcliich and her Father, who had 

taught me a Sett ot Words to make me {ell at a higher Price. 


Upon 


nivorous Animal; yet moſt 
match for me, and Field-Mice, with ſome others, too 


. Ate PEI; He, 
- 
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Upon this Imagination he put ſeveral other Queſtions to 
me, and ſtill received rational Anſwers, no otherwiſe de- 
fective than by a Foreign Accent, andan imperfect Know- 
edge in the Language, with ſome ruſtick Phraſes which 
L had learned at the Farmer's Houſe, and did not ſuit the po- 
lite Style of a Court. | 


His Majeſty ſent for three great Scholars who were then 
in their weekly waiting (according to the Cuſtom in that 
Country.) Theſe Gentlemen, after they had a while exa- 
mined my Shape with much Nicety, were of different O- 
pinions concerning me. They all agreed that I could not 


be produced according to the regular Laws of Nature, be- 
= cauſe I was not framed with a Capacity of preſerving my 


Life, either by Swittneſs, or climbing of Trees, or dig- 
ging Holes in the Earth. They obſerved by my Feeth, 
which they viewed with great Exactneſs, that I was a car- 
Quedrupeds being an Over- 


gimble, they could not imagine how I ſhould be able to ſup- 
port my ſelf, unleſs I fed upon Snails and other Inſects, 


which they offered by many learned Arguments to evince 


that I could not poſſibly do. One of theſe Virtuoſi ſeemed 
to think that I might bean Embrio, or abortive Birth. But 
this Opinion was rejected by the other two, who obſerved 
my Limbs to be perfect andfiniſhed, and that I had lived ſe- 
veral Vears, as it was maniteſted from my Beard, the Stumps 
whereof they plainly diſcovered through a Magnifying- 
Glaſs. They would not allow me to be a Dwarf, becaule 
my Littleneſs was beyond all Degrees of Compariſon ; for, 
the Queen's favourite Dwarf, the ſmalleſt ever known in 
that Kingdom, was near thirty Foot high. After much 
Debate, they concluded unanimouſly that I was only Rel- 
plum Scalcath, which is interpeetedliterally, Luſus Natura; 
2 Determination exactly agreeable to the Modern Philoſo- 
phy of Europe. whole Profeſſors, diſdaining the old Eva- 
hon of occult Cauſes, whereby the Followers of Ariſtotle 
endeavourin vain to diſguiſe their Ignorance, have invent- 
ed this wonderful Solution of all Difficultiesto the unſpeak- 
able Advancement ot human Knowledge. 8 


E 2 AFTER 
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ArrEx this deciſive Concluſion, I entreated to be heard 
a Word or two. I applied myſelt to the King, and aſſured 
His Majeſty that I came from a Country which abounded 
with ſeveral Millions of both Sexes, and of my own Sta- 
ture ; where the Animals, Trees, and Houſes were all in 


Proportion, and where by conſequence I might be as able 
to defend my ſelf, and to find Suſtenance, as any of his Ma- 
jeſty's Subjects could do here; which I took for a full An- 
{wer to thoſe Gentlemens Arguments. To this they only 
replied with a Smile of Contempt, faying, That the Far- 
mer had inſtructed me very well in my Leſſon. The King, 
who had a much better Underſtanding, diſmiſſing his lear- 


ned 
not 


Men, ſent for the Farmer, who by good Fortune was 


yet gone out of Town: Having therefore firſt exami- Þþ 
ned 


aim privately, and then confronted him with me and 


the young Girl, his Majeſty began to think that what we 
told him might poſſibly be true. He deſired the Queen to 
order that a particular Care ſhould be taken of me, and was 
of Opinion, that Glumdalclitch ſhould ſtill continue in her 
Office of tending me, becauſe he obſerved we had a great 
Affection for each other. A convenient Apartment was 
provided for her at Court; ſhe had a ſort of Governeſs ap- 


pointed to take care of her Education, a Maid to dreſs her, 
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and two other Servants for menial Offices; but, the Care 
of me was wholly appropriated to her ſelf. The Queen 
commanded her own Cabinet-maker to contrivea Box that 


mig 


ht ſerve me for a Bed- chamber, after the Model that 


Glumdalclitchand I ſhouid agree upon, This Man was 1 
moſt ingenious Artiſt, and according to my Directions, in 
three Weeks finiſhed tor mea wooden Chamber of ſixteen 
Foot ſquare, and twelve high, with Saſh Windows, 2 
Door, and two Cloſets, like a London Bed-chamber. The 


* 


"by two Hinges, to put in a Bed ready furniſhed by her Ma- 


jeſty's Uphoiſterer, which Glumdalclitch took out every 
Day to air, made it with her own Hands, and etting it down 
at Night, locked up the Root over me. A Nice Workman, 
who was famous for little Curioſities, undertook to make 


me two Chairs, with Backs and Frames, of a Subſtance 


not 


Board that made the Cieling was to be lifted up and down 


= ERC er. = - 
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not unlike Ivory, and two Tables, with a Cabinet to put my 
Things in. The Room was quilted on all fides, as well as 
the Floor and Cieling, to prevent any Accident from the 
Careleſneſsneſs of thoſe who carried me, and to break the 
Force of a Jolt when I went ina Coach. I deſired a Lock 
for my Door to prevent Rats and Mice from coming in: 
The Smith after ſeveral Attempts made the ſmalleſt that 
was ever ſeen among them, for I have knowna larger at the 
Gate of a Gentleman's Houſe in England. I made a ſhift 
to keep the Key in a Pocket ot my own, fearing Glumdal- 
clitch might loſe it. The Queen likewiſe ordered the thin- 
neſt Silks that could be gotten, to make me Cloaths, not 
much thicker than an Engliſh Blanket, very curaberſome 
till was accuſtomed to them. They were after the Faſh- 
ion of the Kingdom, partly reſembling the Perſian, and 
partly the Chineſe, and area very grave decent Habit. 


Tur Queen became ſo fond of my Company, that ſhe 
could not dine without me. I had a Table placed upon the 
ſame at which her Majeſty eat, juſt at her left Elbow, and 
a Chair to fit on. Glumdalcliteh ſtood upon a Stool on the 
Floor, near my Table, to aſſiſt and take care of me. I had 
an entire Set of Silver Diſhes and Plates, and other Neceſ- 
ſaries, which in Proportion to thoſe of the Queen, were 
not much bigger than what I have ſeen of the fame kind 
in a London Toy-ſhop, for the Furniture of a Baby-houſe: 
Theſe my little Nurſe kept in her Pocket, in a Silver Box, 
and gave me at Meals as I wanted them, always cleaning 
them her ſelf. No Perſon dined with the Queen but the 
two Princeſſes Royal, the elder ſixteen Vears old, and the 
younger at that time thirteen and a Month. Her Majeſty 
uſed to put a Bit of Meat upon one of my Diſtes, out of 
which I carved for my ſelf; and her Diverſion was to ſee 
me eat in Miniature. For the Queen (who had indeed but 
a weak Stomach) took up at one Mouthful, as much as a 
dozen Engliſh Farmers could eat at a Meal, which to me 
was for ſome time a very nauſeous ſight, She would 
craunch the Wing of a Lark, Bones and all, between her 
Teeth, although it were nine times as large as that of a tull 
grown Turkey; and put a Bit of Bread in her Mouth, as 
i big 
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big as two twelve-penny Loaves. She drank out of a gol. 
den Cup, above a Hogſhead at a Draught. Her Kniyeg 
were twice as long as a Scythe ſet ſtrait upon the Handle, 
The Spoons, Forks, and other Inſtruments were all in the 
fame Proportion. I remember when Glumdalclitch carried 
me out of Curiolity to ſee ſome of the Tables at Court, 
where ten or a dozen of theſe enormous Knives and Forks 
were litted up together, I thought Thad never till then be 
held ſo terrible a Sight. _ 


Fr is the Cuſtom that every N edneſday, (which as I have 
before obſerved, was their Sabbath) the King and Queen, 
with the Royal Iſſue of both Sexes, dine together in the A- 
partment of his Majeſty, to whom I was now become 

eat Favourite; and at theſe Times my little Chair and 
Table were placed at his left Hand before one of the Salt- 
ſellers. This Prince took a Pleaſure in converſing with 
me, enquiring into the Manners, Religion, Laws, Go- 
vernment, and Learning of Europe, wherein J gave him 
the beſt Account I was able. His Apprehenſion was ſo 
elear, and his judgment ſo exact, that he made very wiſe 
Reflections and Obſervations upon all I ſaid. But, I confeſs, 
that after I had been a little too copious in talking of my 
ewn beloved Country, ct our Trade, and Wars by Sea and 
Land, of our Schiſms in Religion, and Parties in the Eſtate; 
the Prejudices of his Education prevailed fo far, that he 
could not forbear taking me up in his right Hand,and ſtroak- 
ing me gently with the other, after an hearty Fit of laugh- 
ing, asked me whether Þ were a Hhig or a Tory. Then 
turning to his firſt Miniſter, who waited behind him with 
a white Staff, near as tall as the Main-maſt of the Royal So- 
verain; he obſerved how contemptible a Thing was human 
Grandeur, which could be mimicked by ſuch diminutive 
Inie&s as I: And yet, faid he, I dare engage, theſe Crea- 
tures have their Titles and Diſtinctions of Honour, they 
contrive little Neſts and Bnrrows, that they call Houſes and 
Cities; they make a Figure in Dreſs and Equipage; they 
love, they fight, they diſpute, they cheat, they betray. And 
thus he continued on, while my Colour came and went ſe- 
veral times, with Indignation to hear our noble Country, 
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the Miſtreſs of Arts and Arms, the Scourge of Frunce, the 
Arbitreſs of Europe, the Seat of Virtue, Piety, Honour 
and Truth, the Pride and Envy ot the World, ſo contempt- 
uouſly treated. 


Bur, as I was not in a condition to reſent Injuries, ſo, 
upon mature Thoughts, I began to doubt whether I were 
injured or no. For, after having been accuſtomed ſeveral 
Months to the Sight and Converſe of this People, and ob- 
ſerved every Object upon which I caſt mine Eyes to be of 
proportionable Magnitude, the Horror I had firſt conceived 
from their Bulk and Aſpect was ſo far worn off, that if I 


had then beheld a Company of Engi/h Lords and Ladies in 


their Finery and Birth- day Cloaths, acting their ſeveral Parts 
in the moſt courtly manner of Strutting, and Bowing and 
Prating ; to ſay the Truth, I ſhould have been ſtrongly 
tempted to laugh as much at them as this King and his Gran- 
dees did at me. Neither indeed cculd I forbear imiling at 
my ſelf, when the Queen uſed to place me upon her Hand 


towards a Looking-Glaſs, by which both our Perſons ap- 
peared before me in full View together; and there could no- 
thing be more ridicu'ous than the Compariſon: So that 


* 


[ really; began to imagine my ſelf dwindled many Degrees 


$ below my uſual Size. 


No rumd angred and mortiſied me ſo muchas the Queen's 
Dwarf, whobeing of the loweſt Stature that was cver in 
that Country (tor I verily think he was not full thirty Foot 
high) became inſolent at ſeeing a Creature ſo much beneath 
him, that he would always affect to ſWagger and look big 


as he paſſed by me in the Queen's Antichamber, vrhile I was 


ſtanding on ſoine Table talking with the Lords or Ladies of 
the Court, and he ſeldom failed of a ſmall Word or two up- 
on my Littleneſs; againſt which I could only revenge my- 
ſelt by calling lim Brother, challenging him to wreſtle, and 
ſuch Repartees as are uſual in the Mouths ot Court Pages. 
One Day at Dinner this malicious little Cubb was fo nettled 
with ſomething Lhad ſaid to him, that raiſing himſelf upon 
the Frame of her Majeſty's Chair, he took me up by the 
middle, as I was litting down, not thinxiag any harm, and 

let 
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away as faſt as he could. I fell over Head and Ears, and if ] 
had not been a good Swimmer, it might have gone very 


ſuch a Fri ght that ſne wanted Preſence of Mind toaſſiſt me. 


I could not tell to what Extremity ſuch a malicious Urchin 5 
might have carried his Reſentment. | : 


- heartily vexed, and would have immediately caſhiered him, ; 
if I had not been ſo generous as to = worm Her Majeſty 
had taken a Marrow-bone upon her Plate, and after knock- | 


let me drop into a large Silver Bowl of Cream, and then ran 


hard with me; for Glumdalclitch in that inſtant happened 
to be at the other End of the Room, and the Queen was in 


But my little Nurſe ran to my Relief, and took me out, af. 
ter I had ſwallowedabove a Quart of Cream. I was put to 
bed; however I received no other Damage than the Loſs of 
a ſuit of Cloaths, which was utterly ſpoiled. The Dwarf 
was ſoundly whipped, and as a further Puniſhment, forced 
to drink up the Bowl of Cream, into which he had thrown We 
me; neither was he ever reſtored to Favour: For, ſoon at- 
ter the Queen beſtowed him to a Lady of high Quality, ſo 
that I faw him no more, to my very great Satisfaction; for 


He had before ſerved mea ſcurvy Trick, which ſet the 
Queen a Laughing, although at the ſame time ſhe were 


ing out the Marrow, placed the Bone again in the Diſh erect II 
as it ſtood betore; the Dwarf watching his Opportunity, me ir 


while Glumdalclitch was gone to the Side-board, mounted Days: 


upon the Stool ſhe ſtood on to take care of me at Meals, be hut 
took me up in both Hands, and ſqueezing my Legs together, ¶ ges in 


wedged them into the Marrow- bone above my Waſte, down 


where I ſtuck tor ſome time, and made a very ridiculous Break 


Figure. I believe it was near a Minute before any one knew flying 
what was become of me, for I thought it below me to as ma 
cry out. But. as Princes ſeldom get their Meat hot, my Legs carrie 


were not ſcalded, only my Stockings and Breeches were in Face, 
a fad condition. The Dwarf at my Entreaty had no other the ut 
Puñiſnment than a ſound whipping. Cour: 
. | the A; 

I was frequently rallied by the Queen upon Account of and 1 
my Fearfulneſs, and ſhe uſed to ask me whether the People WM as larg 
of my Country were as great Cowards as my ſelf. = HEE 
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caſion was this. The Kingdom is much peſter'd with 
Flies in Summer, and theſe odious Inſects, each of them as 
big as a Dunſtable Lark, hardly gave me any Reſt while I 
fr at Dinner, with their continual humming and buzzing 
about mine Ears. They would ſometimes alight upon my 
victuals, and leave their loathſome Excrement or Spawn 
behind, which to me was very viſible, though not to the 
Natives of that Country, whoſe large Optickswere not ſo 
acute as mine in viewing ſmaller Objects. Sometimes they 
would fix upon my Noſe or Forehead, where they ſtung me 
to the quick, ſmelling very offenſively, and I could eaſily 


trace that viſcous Matter, which our Naturaliſts tell us e- 


nables thoſe Creatures to walk with their Feet upwards up- 
ona Cieling, I had much ado to defend my ſelf againſt 
theſe deteſtable Animals,and could not forbear ſtarting when 
they came on my Face. It was the common Practice of 
the Dwarf to catch a Number of theſe Inſects in his Hand 


; as — do among us, and let them out ſuddenly un- 
der my N 


on purpoſe to frighten me, and divert the 

een. My Remedy was to cut them in Pieces with my 
Knife as they flew in the Air, wherein my Dexterity was 
much admired. ä | 


I REMEMBER one Morning when Glumdalclitch had ſet 
me in my Box upon a Window, as ſhe uſually did in fair 
Days to give me Air (for I durſt not venture to let the Box 
be hung on a Nail out of the Window, as we do with Ca- 
ges in England) after I had lifted one of my Saſhes, and fat 
down at my Table to eat a piece of Sweet Cake for my 
Breakfaſt, above twenty Waſps, allured by the ſmell, came 
flying into the Room, — ming louder than the Drones of 
as many Bagpipes. Some of them ſeized my Cake, and 
carried it piece- meal away, others flew about my Head and 
Face, confounding me with the Noiſe, and putting me in 
the utmoſt Terror of their Stings. However I had the 
Courage to riſe and draw my Hanger, and attack them in 
the Air. Idiſpatched four of them, butthe reſt got away, 
and I preſently ſhut my Window. Theſe Creatures were 
as largeas Partridges, I took out their Stings, found them 
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an Inch and a halt long, and as ſharp as Needles. I care- 
| fully preſerved them all, and having ſince ſhewn them with Þþ 
ſome other Curioſities in ſeveral parts of Europe; upon my 
Return to England I _ three of them to Greſham College, i 
and kept the tourth for my felt - 
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: CHAP, IV. 


The Country deſcribed. A Propoſal for correcting modern 
Maps. The King's Palace, and ſome Account of the Me- 
tropolis. The Author's way of travelling. The chief 
Temple deſcribed, | | 


[ NOW intend to give the Reader a ſhort Deſcription of 
S L this Country, as far as I travelled in it, which was not 
© above two thouſand Miles round Lorbrulgrud the Metropo- 

ls. For, the Queen, whom I always attended, never went 
further when ſhe accompanicd the King in his Progreſſes, 

þ and there ſtaid till his Majeſty returned from viewing his 
Frontiers. The whole Extent of this Prince's Dominions 

© reacheth about fix thouſand Miles in Length, and from three 

© to five in Breadth. From whence cannot but conclude 

that our Geographers of Europe are in a great Error, by 
ſuppoſing nothing but Sea between Japan and Califor- 

nia; for it was ever my Opinion, that there muſt be a 

Balance of Earth to counterpoiſe the great Continent of 
Tartary ; and therefore they ought to correct their Maps and 

Charts, by joining this vaſt Tract of Land to the North- 


welt Parts of Ameria, wherein] ſhall be ready to lend them 
my Aſſiſtance. | ck 


Tur Kingdom isa Peninſula, terminated to the North- 
eaſt by a Ridge of Mauntains thirty Miles high, which are 
altogether impaſſable by reaſon of the Volcanoes upon the 
Tops. Neither do the moſt Learned know what ſort of 
Mortals inhabit beyond thoſe Mountains, or whether they 
be inhabited at all. On the three other Sides it is bounded 

HA by the Ocean. There is not one Sea-port in the whole 
Kingdom, and thoſe Parts of the Coaſts into which the 


F 2 Rivers 
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Rivers iſſue are ſo full of pointed Rocks, and the Sea gene. 
rally ſo rough, that there is no venturing with the {malleſt 
of their Boats, ſo that theſe People are wholly excluded 
from any Commerce with the reſt of the World. But the 
large Rivers are full of Veſſels, and abound with excellent 
Fiſh, for they ſeldom get any from the Sea, becauſethe Sea- 
fiſh are of the ſame Size with thoſe in Europe, and conſe- 
quently not worth catching; whereby it is maniteſt, that 
Nature in the Production of Plants and Animals ot ſo ex- 
traordinary a Bulk is wholly confined to this Continent, of 
which leave the Reaſons to be determined byPhilofophers, 
However, now and then they take a Whale * happens to 
be daſhed againſt the Rocks, which the common People We 
feed on heartily. Theſe Whales I have known ſo large that 
a Man could hardly carry one upon his Shoulders; and 
ſometimes for Curioſity they are brought in Hampers to 
Lorbrulgrud: I ſaw one of them ina Diſh at the King's Ta- 
ble, which paſſed for a Rarity, but I did not obſerve he wa 
fond of it; tor I think indeed the Bigneſs diſguſted him, a. 
though I have ſeen one ſome what larger in Greenland. 5 


Tax Country is well inhabited, for it contains fifty one 
Cities, near an hundred walled Towns, and a great Num- 
ber of Villages. To ſatisfy my curious Reader, it maybe 
ſufficient to deſcribe Lorbrulgrud. This City ſtands upor 
almoſt two equal Parts on each fide the River that paſſe 
through. It contains above eighty thouſand Houſes, and 
about fix hundred thouſand Inhabitants. It is in Lengti 
three Glonglungs (which make about fifty tour Eng i 
Miles) and two and a half in Breadth, as-I meaſured it my 
ſelf in the Royal Map made by the King's Order, which 
was laid on the Ground on purpoſe for me, and extended ar 
hundred Feet; I paced the Diameter and Circumference {| 
veral times barefoot, and computing by the Scale, meatured 
it pretty exactly, ; 


Tux King's Palace is no regular Edifice, but an Heap of 
Buildings about ſeven Miles round: The chief Rooms are 
generally two hundred and forty Foot high, and broad and 
Jong in Proportion, A Coach was allowed 1. Glumds 
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club and me, wherein her Governeſs frequently took her 
out to ice the Town, or go among the Shops; and I was 
always of the Party, carried in my Box; although the Girl 
at my own Deſire would often take me out, and hold me in 
her Hand, that I might more conveniently view the Houſes 
and the People as we paſſed along the Streets. Ireckoned 
our Coach to be about a Square of Heſtminſter-Hall, but not 
altogether ſo high; however, I cannot be very exact. One 
Day the Governeſs ordered our Coach- man to ſtop at ſeve- 
ral Shops, where the Beggars watching their Opportunity, 
crouded to the ſides of the Coach, and gave me the moſt 
horrible Spectacles that ever an Engliſh Eye beheld. There 
was a Woman with a Cancer in her Breaſt, ſwelled to a 
monſtrous Size, full of Holes, in two or three of which I 
could have eafily crept, and covered my whole Body. There 
was a Fellow with a Wen in his Neck, larger than five 
Woolpacks, and another with a couple of wooden Legs, 
each about twenty Foot high. But, the moſt hateful Sight 
of all was the Lice crawling on their Cloaths. I could fee 
diſtinctly the Limbs of theſe Vermin with my naked Eye, 
much better than thoſe of an European Louſe through a 
Microſcope, and their Snouts with which they rooted like 
Swine, They were the firſt I had ever beheld, and I ſhould 
have been curious enpugh to diſſect one of them, if Thad 
proper Inſtruments (which I unluckily left behind me in 
the Ship) although indeed the Sight was ſo nauſeous, that 
it perfectly turned my Stomach. TY 


Bxsip the large Box in which I was uſually carried, the 
Queen ordered a ſmaller one to be made for me, of about 
twelve Foot ſquare, and ten high, tor the Convenience of 
Travelling, becauſe the other was ſomewhat too large for 
Glumdalclitch's Lap, and cumber ſom in the Coach; it was 
made by the ſame Artiſt, whom I directed in the whole 
Contrivance. Tbis travelling Cloſet was an exact Square 
with a Window in the middie of three of the Squares, and 
each Window was latticed with tron Wire on the outſide, 
to prevent Accidents in long Journeys. On the fourth ſide, 
which had no Window, two ſtrong Staples were fixed, 


through which the Perſon that carried me, when I had a 


mind 
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mind to be on Horſeback, put in a Leathern Belt, and buck- 
led it about his Waſte. This wasalwaysthe Office of ſome 
grave truſty Servant in whom I could confide, whether I 
attended the King and Queen in their Progreſſes, or were 
diſpoſed to ſee the Gardens, or pay a Viſit to ſome great 
Lady or Miniſter of State in the Court, when Glumdal- 
clitch happened to be out of Order: For I ſoon began to be 
known and eſteemed among the greateſt Officers, I ſup- 
poſe more upon Account of their Majeſty's Favour than 
any Merit of my own. In Journeys, when I was 

of the Coach, a Servant on Horſeback would buckle my 
Box. and place it on a Cuſhion before him; and there I had 
a full Protpedt of the Country on three Sides from my three 
Windows, I had in this Cloſeta Field-Bed and a Hammock 
hung from the Cieling, two Chairs and a Table, neatly 
ſcrewed tothe Floor, to prevent being toſſed about by the 
Agitation of the Horſe or the Coach. And having been 
long uſed to Sea-Voyages, thoſe Motions, although ſome- 


times very violent, did not much diſcompoſe me. 


WnurxxxvxR | had a mind to ſee the Town, it was always 
in my Travelling-Cloſet, which Glumdalclitch held in her 
Lap ina kind. of open Sedan, after the Faſhion of the Coun- 
try, born by four Men, and attended by two others in the 
Queen's Livery. The People who had often heard of me, 
were very curious to croud about the Sedan, and the Girl 
was complaiſant enough to make the Bearers ſtop, and to 
take me in her Hand that I might be more conveniently 
ſeen. 47 7. "3 


I was very deſirous to ſee the chief Temple, and particu- 
larly the Tower belonging to it, which is reckoned the 
higheſt in the Kingdom. Accordingly one Day my Nurſe 
carried me thither, but I may truly ſay I came back diſap- 
pointed; tor, the Height is not above three thouſand Foot, 
and reckoning from the Ground to the higheſt Pinnacle 
top; which allowing for the Difference between the Size 
of thoſe People, and us in Europe, is no great Matter for 
Admiration, nor at all equal in Proportion, (if I rightly 
remember) to Salisbury Steeple, But, not to detract from 
| | a 
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a Nation to which during my Lite] ſhall acknowledge my 
ſelf extremely obliged, it muſt be allowed that whatever 
this famous Tower wants in Height is amply made up in 
Beauty and Strength. For the Walls are near an hundred 
Foot thick, built of hewn Stone, whereof each.is about 
forty Foot ſquare, and adorned on all fides with Statues of 
Gods and Emperors cut in Marble larger than the Life, pla- 
ced in their ſeveral Niches. I meaſured alittle Finger which 
had fallen down from one of theſe Statues, and lay unper- 
ceived among ſome Rubbiſh, and found it exactly four 
Foot and an Inch in Length. Glumdalclitch wrapped it up 
inaHandkerchief, and carried it home in her Pocket to k 
among other Trinkets, of which the Girl was very fond, 


asChildrenat her Age uſually are. 


Tu King's Kitchen is indeed a noble Building, vaulted 
attop, and about fix hundred Foot high. The great Oven 
is not ſo wide by ten Paces as the Cupola at St. Paul's: For 
I meaſured the latter on purpoſe after my Return. But if 
I ſhould deſcribe the Kitchen-grate, the prodigious Pots 
and Kettles, the Joints of Meat . i theSpits, with 
many other Particulars, perhaps I ſhould be hardly believed; 
at leaſt a ſevere Critick would be apt to think I enlarged a 
little, as Travellers are often ſuſpected to do. To avoid 
which Cenſure, I fear I have run too much into the other 
Extream ; and that if this Treatiſe ſhould happen to be 
tranſlated into the Language of Brobdingnag, (which is the 
general Name of that Kingdom) and tranſmitted thither, 
the King and his People would have reaſon to complain that 
On done them an Injury by a falſe and diminutive Repre- 
entation. 


His Majeſty ſeldom keeps above ſix hundred Horſes in 
his Stables: They are generally from fifty four to ſixty Foot 
high. But, when he goes abroad on ſolemn Days, he is at- 
tended for State by a Militia Guard of five hundred Horſe, 
which indeed I thought was the moſt ſplendid Sight that 
could be ever beheld, till I ſaw part of his Army in Battalia, 
whereof I ſhall find another Occaſion to ſpeak. 


CHAP. 
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Several Adventures that happened to the Author. The Exe. 
cution of a C'iminal, The Author ſhews his Skill in Na- 
vigation. 


SHOULD have lived happy enough in that Country, if 
| my Littl-nefſs had not expoſed me to ſeveral ridiculous 
and troubleſome Accidents; ſomeof which I ſhall venture 
to relate. Glumdalclitch often carried me into the Gardens 
ot the Court in my ſmaller Box, and would ſometimes take 
me out of it and hold me in her Hand, or ſet medown to 
walk. I remember, betore the Dwarf left the Queen, he 
followed us one Day into theſe Gardens, and my Nurſe ha- 
ving ſet me dow, he and I being cloſe together, near ſome 
Dwarf Apple- trees, I mult need ſhew my Wit by a lilly Al- 
luſion between him and the Trees, which happens to hold 
in their Language as it doth in ours. Whereupon, the ma- 
licious Rogue watching his Opportunity, when I was walk- 
ing under one of them, ſhook it directly over my Head, by 
which a dozen Apples, each of them near as large as a Bri- 
ſtol Barrel, came tumbling about my Ears; one ot them hit 
me on the Back as I chanced to ſtoop, and knocked me down 
flat on my Face, but I received no other hurt, and the Dwarf 
was pardoned at my Deſire, becavic l had given the Provo- 
cation. 


AxorhER day Glumdalclitch left me on a ſmooth Graſs- 
plot to divert my ſelf while ſhe walked at ſome diſtance 
with her Governels, In the mean time there ſuddenly fel 
ſuch a violent ſhower ot Hail, that I was immediately by 


the force of it ſtruck to the Ground: And when I was yours 
6 ; t 
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the Hail-ſtones gave me ſuch cruel Bangs all over the Body, 
as if I had been pelted with Tennis- balls; however Im 

a ſhift to creep on all tour, and ſhelter my {elf by lying flat 
on my Face on the Lee · ſide of a Border of Lemmon Thyme, 
but ſo bruiſed from Head to Foot that I could not go abroad 
in ten Days. Neither is this at all to bewondred at, be- 
cauſe Nature in that Country obſerving the ſame Proporti- 
on thro? all her Operations, a Hail-ſtone is near eighteen 
hundred times as large as one in Europe, which ] can aſſert 
upon — having been ſo curious to weigh and mea- 
ſure them. 


Bur, a more dangerous Accident — — me in the 
ſame Garden, when my little Nurſe beſieving ſhe had put 
mein a ſecure Place, which I often entreated her to do, 
that I might enjoy my own Thoughts, and having left my 
Box at home to avoid the Trouble of carrying it went to an- 
other part of the Gardens with her Governeſs and ſome La- 
dies ot her Acquaintance. While ſhe was abfent and out 
of hearing, a ſmall white Spaniel belonging to one of the 
chief Gardiners, having got by accident into the Garden, 
happened to range near the Place wherel lay. The Dog 
following the Scent, came directly up, and taking me in 
his Mouth ran ſtrait to his Maſter, wagging his Tail, and 
ſet me gently on the Ground. By good Fortune he had been 
ſo well taught, that I was carried between his Teeth with- 
out the leaſt hurt, or even tearing my Cloaths, But, the 
poor Gardiner, who knew me well, and had a great Kind- 
neſs for me, was in a terrible Fright. He gently took me up 
in both his Hands, and asked me how I did; but I was fo 
amazed and out of Breath, that I could not ſpeak a Word. 
Inafew Minutes I came to my ſelf, and he carried me ſafe 
to my little Nurſe, who by this time had returned to the 
Place where ſheleft me, and was in cruel Agonies when I 
did not appear, nor anſwer when ſhe called; ſhe ſeverely re- 
primanded the Gardiner on account of his Dog. But, the 
Thing was huſhed up, and never known at Court ; for the 
Girl was afraid of the Queen's Anger, and truly as to my ſelf, 
I thought it would not be for my Reputation that ſuch a 
Story ſhould goabout. | 

Part II. G Tails . 
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Tus Accidentabſolutelydetermined Glumdalclitch ne- 
ver totruſt meabroad for the future out of her Sight. I had 
been long afraid of this Reſolution, and therefore concealed 
from her ſome little unlucky Adventures thar bappened in 
thoſe Times when I was left by my ſelt. Once a Kite ho- 
vering over the Garden made a ſtoop at me, and if I had not 
reſolutely drawn my Hanger, and run under a thick Eſpalier, 
he would have certainly carried me away in his Talons. An- 
other time walking to the Top of a freſh Mole-hill, 1 fell to 
my Neck in the hole through which that Animal had caſt 
up the Earth, and coined ſome Lye not worth remembring, 
to excuſe my ſelf for ſpoiling my Cloaths. Ilikc wiſe broke 
.myright Shinagainſt the Shell ot a Snail, which I happened 
to ſtumble over, as I was walking alone, and thinking on 
poor England. | 
I cannot tell whether I were more pleaſed or mortified to 
- obſerve in thoſe ſolitary Walks, that the ſmaller Birds did 
not appear to be at all afraid of me, but would hop about 
within a Yard diſtance, looking for Worms, and other Food 
with as much Indifference and Security as it no Creature at 
all were near them. remember, a Thruſh had the Cont: 
dence to ſnatch out of my Hand with hisBill a piece ot Cake 
that Glumdalcliteh had juſt given me for my Breakfaſt 
'WhenlI attempted to catch any of theſe Birds, they would 
boldly turn againſt me, endeavouring to pick my Fingers, 
which I durſtnot venture within their Reach; and then the 
would turn back unconcerned to hunt tor Worms or Snails, 
as they did before, But, one Day I took a thick Cudgel 
and threw it withall my Strength ſo luckily at a Linnet, tha: 
I knocked him down, and ſeizing him by the Neck with 
both my Hands, ran with him in Triumph to my Nurſe. 
However, the Bird who had only been ſtunned, recovering 
himſelf, gave me ſo many Boxes with his Wings on both 
Sides of my Head and Body, though I held him at Arms 
length, and was out of the reach of his Claws, that I was 
twenty times thinking to let him go. But I was ſoon re- 
lieved by one of our Servants, who wrung off the Bird's 
Neck, and I had him next Day for Dinner by the Queen's 
Command. This Linnet, as near as I can remember, ſeem- 
ed to be ſomewhat larger than an Engl ſh Swan. Tui 
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Tax Maidsof Honour often invitedGlumdalclitch to their 
Apartments, and deſired ſhe would bring mealong with her, 
on purpole to have the pleaſure ot ſeeing and touching me. 
They would often ſtrip me naked from top to toe, and lay we 
at fullLengtk in their hoſoms; here with I was much diſ- 
guſted;ʒ becauſe, to ſay the Truth, a very offenſiveSmell came 
from their Skins; which I do not mention or intend to the 
Diſadvantage of thoſe excellent Ladies, for whom I have all 
manner of Reſpect; but, I conceive that my Senſe was 
more acute in proportion to my Littleneſs, and that thoſe il- 
luſtrious Per ſons were no more diſagreeable to their Lovers, 
or to each other, than People of the ſame Quality are with 
us in England. And, after all, I found their natural Smell 
was much moreſupportable than when they uſedPertumes, 
under which I immediately ſwooned away. Icannot for- 
get that an intimate Friend of mine in Lilliput took the free- 
dom in a warm Day, when had uſed a good deal ot Exer- 

ciſe, to complain of a ſtrong Smell about me, although 1 
am as little — that way as moſt of my Sex: But I ſup- 
poſe his faculty ot Smelling was as nice with regard to me, 
as mine was to that of this People. Upon this Point, I can- 
not forbear doing Juſtice to the Queen my Miſtreſs, and 
Glumdalclitch my Nurſe, whoſe Perſons were as ſweet a 

thoſe of any Lady in England. 


Tuna which gave me moſt uneaſineſs among theſe Maids 
of Honour, when my Nurſe carried me to viſit them, was 
to ſee them uſe me withoutany manner of Ceremony, like 
a Creature who had no fort of Conſequence. For, they 
would ſtrip themſelves to the Skin, and put on their Smocks 
in my Preſence, while I was placed on their Toylet 
directly before their naked Bodies, which, I am ſure, 
to me was very far from being a tempting Sight, or 
from giving me any other emotions than thoſe ot Hor- 
ror and Diſguſt. Their Skins appeared ſo coarſe and 
uneven, ſo variouſly coloured when 1 ſaw them near, with 
a Mole here and there as broad as a Trencher, and Hairs hang - 
ing from it thicker than Pack-threads; to {ay nothing tur- 


| ther concerning thereſt of their Perſons, Nher lid 
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at all ſcruple while I was by to diſcharge what they had 
drunk, to the Quantity ot at leaſt two Hogſheads,in a Vel- 
ſel that held above three Tuns. The handſomeſt among 
theſe Maids of Honour, a pleaſant frolickſome Girl of {ix- 
teen, would ſometimes ſet me aſtride upon one of her Nip- 
ples, with many othet Tricks, wherein the Reader will ex- 
cuſe me for not being over particular. But, I was ſo much 
diſpleaſed, that I entreated Glumdalclitch to contrive ſome 
excuſe for not ſeeing that young Lady any more. 


One Day, a young Gentleman who was Nephew to my 
Nurſe's Governeſs, came and preſſed them both to ſee an 
Execution. It was ot a Man who had murdered one of 
that Gentleman's intimate Acquaintance. Glumdalcliteb 
was prevailed on to be of the Company, very much againſt 
her Inclination, for ſhe was naturally tender hearted : And, 
as for my ſelt, although I abhorred ſuch kind ot SpeCtacles, 
yet my Curioſity tempted me to' ſee ſomething that 1 
thought muſt be extraordinary. The Malefactor was fixed 
in a Chair upon a Scaffold erected for the purpoſe, and his 
Head cut off at a blow with a Sword of about forty Foot 
long. The Veins and Arteries ſpouted up ſuch a prod! gious 
quantity of Blood, and ſo high in the Air, that the great ett 
d eau at 1 was not equal for the time it laſted; and 
the Head when it fell on the Scaffold Floor, gave ſucha 
bounce, as made me ſtart, although I were at leaſt half an 
Engliſh' Mile diſtant. | 


Tux Queen who often uſed to hear me talk ot mySea-Voy- 
ages, and took all Occaſions to divert me when I was me- 
tancholy ; asked me whether 1 underſtood how to handie 2 
Sail or an Oar, and whether a little exerciſe of Rowing 
might not be convenient for my Health. I anſwered, that 
I underſtood both very well, For a though my proper Em- 
ploy ment had been to be a Surgeon or Doctor to the Ship, 
yet often upon a pinch, I was forced towork like a com- 
mon Mariner. But, I could not ſee how this could be done 
in their Country, where the ſmalleſt Wherry was equal to 
a firſt rate Man of War among us, and ſuch a Boat as I could 
manage would never live in any of their Rivers: Her Me 
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eſty ſaid, if 1 would contrive a Boat, her own Joyner 
ſhould make it, and ſhe would provide a Place for me to 
ſail in. TheFellow was an ingenious Workman, and b 

my Inſtructions in ten Days finiſhed a Pleaſure- boat witl 

all its Tackling, able conveniently to hold eight Europeans. 
When it was 5 ſhed, the Queen was ſo delighted, that ſhe 
ran with it in her Lap to the King, who ordered it to be 


putin a Ciſtern full of Water, with me in it, by way of 


Tryal, where I could not manage my two Sculls or little 
Oars tor want of room. But the Queen had before con- 
trived another Project. She ordered the Joyner to make a 
wooden Trough of three hundred Foot long, fifty broad, 
and eight deep; which being well pitched to prevent leak- 
ing was placed on the Floor along the Wall, in an outer 
Room ot the Palace, It had a Cock near the bottom to let 
out the Water when it began to grow ſtale, and two Ser- 
vants could eaſily fill it in halt an Hour, Here I often uſed 
to row for my own Diverſion, as well as that of the Queen 
and her Ladies, whothought themſelves well entertained 
with my Skill and Agility. Sometimes I would put up 
my Sail, and then my Butineſs was only to ſtcer, while the 
Ladics gave me a Gale with their Fans ; and when they 


were weary, ſome of the Pages would blow my Sail for- 


ward with their Breath, while | ſhewed my Art by ſteer- 
ing Starboard or Larboard as I pleaſed. When I had done, 
Glumdalclitch always carried back my Boat into her Cloſer, 
and hung it on a Nail to dry. 


Ixthis ExerciſeI once met an Accident which had like 
to have coſt me my Life. For, oneof the Pages having 
put my Boat into oh Trough, the Governeſs who attend- 
ed Glumdalclitch, very officiouſly lifted me up to place me 
in the Boat, but I happened to flip thruugh her Fingers, 
and ſhould have infallibly fallen down forty Foot upon the 
Floor, if by the luckieſt chance in the World, I had not been 
ſtop'd by a Corking-pin that ſtuck in the good Gentlewo- 
man's Stomacher; the Head of the Pin paſſed between my 
Shirt and the Waſt-band of my Breeches, and thus | was 
> by the middle in the Air till Glumdalclizch ran to my 

lief. | 
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AxoTazs time, one of the Servants, whoſe Office it was 
to fill my Trough every third Day with freſh Water, was 
ſo careleſstolet a huge Frog (not perceiving it) flip out 
of his Pail. The Frog lay concealedtillI was put into my 
Boat, but then ſeeinga reſting Place, climbed up, and made 
it lean ſo much on one Side, that I was forced to balance it 
with all my weight on the other, to prevent overturning. 
When the Frog was got in, it hopped at once half the 
length ot the Boat, and then over my Head, backwards and 
forwards, dawbing my Face and Cloaths with its odious 
Slime. Thelargeneſs of its Features made it appear the 
moſt deformed Animal that canbe conceived. However, 
I defired Glumdalclitch tolet me deal with it alone. I bang- 
ed it a good while with one of my Sculls, and at laſt forced 
it to leap outof the Boat. 


Bur, the greateſt Danger I ever underwent in that King- 
dom, was from a Monkey, who belonged to one of the 
Clerks of the Kitchen. Glumdalclitch had locked me up 
in her Cloſet, while ſhe went ſomewhere upon Buſineſsor 
a Viſit. The Weather being very warm, the Cloſet Win- 
dow was left open, as well as the Windows and the Door 
of my bigger box, in which I uſually lived, becauſe of its 
Largeneſs and Conveniency. As ſat quietly meditating 
at my Table, I heard ſomething bounce in at the Cloſet 
Window, and skip about from one {ide tothe other; where- 
at alrhough I were muchalarmed, yet I ventured to look 
out, but not ſtirring trom my Seat; and then I ſaw this 
frolickſom Animal, frisk ing and leaping up and down til 
at laſt he came to my Box, which he ſeemed to view with 

great Pleaſure and Curioſity, peeping in at the Door and e- 
very Window. I retreated to the farther Corner of my 
Room, or Box, but the Monkey looking in at every ide, 
put me into ſuch a fright, that I wanted preſence of Mind 
to conceal my ſelf under the Bed, as I might eaſily have 
done. After ſome time ſpent in peeping, grinning, and 
chattering, he at laſt eſpyed me, and reaching one of his 
Paws in at the Door, as a Cat does when ſhe plays with a 
Mouſe, although often ſhifted place to avoid him, he at 


length 
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caught hold of the Lappet of my Coat (which be- 
— — — Country 3 — Wel unt ſtrong) 
and dragged me out. He took me up in his right fore: foot, 
and held me as a Nurſe does a Child ſne is going to ſuckle, 
juſt as I have ſeen the ſame ſort of Creature do with a Kit- 
ten in Europe: And when I offered to ſtruggle, he ſqueezed 
meſo hard, that I thought it more prudent to ſubmit. I 
have good reaſon to believe that he took me for a young one 
of his own Species, by his often ſtroaking my Face very 
gently with his other Paw. In theſe Diverſions he was 
interrupted by a Noiſe at the Cloſet Door, as if ſome Body 
were opening it; whereupon he ſuddenly leaped up to the 
Window at which he had come in, and thence upon the 
Leadsand Gutters, walking upon three Legs, and holding 
mein the fourth, till he clambred up to a Roof that was 
next to ours. I heard Glumdalclitch give a ſhreek at the 
moment he was carrying me out Thepoor Girl was al- 
molt diſtracted : That quarter of the Place was all in an 
uproar; the Servants ran for Ladders; the Monkey was 
ſeen by hundreds in the Court fitting upon the ridge of a 
Building, holding me like a Baby in one of his fore-paws, 
and feeding me with the other, by cramming into my 
Mouth ſomeViEtuals he had ſqueezed out of theBag on one 
hde of his Craps, and patting me when I would not eat; 
whereat many of the Rabble below could not forbear 
laughing; neither do I think they juſtly ought to be blam- 
ed, for without queſtion the Sight was ridiculous enough 
toevery Body but my ſelf. Some of the People threw up 
Stones, hoping to drive the Monkey down; but this was 


ſtrictly forbidden, or elſe very probably my Brains had been 
daſhed out. 1 


Tu x Ladders were now applied, and mounted by ſeve- 
ral Men, which the Monkey obſerving, and finding him- 
{elf almoſt encompaſſed; not being able to make Reed e- 
nough with his three Legs, let me drop on a ridge Tyle, 
and made his Eſcape, Here fat for ſome time three bun- 
dred Yards from * Ground, expecting every moment to 
be blown down by the Wind, or to fall by my own Giddi- 
nels, and come tumbling over and over from the Ridge - 
"IEP t 
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the Eeves. But an koneſt Lad, one of my Nurſe's Foot. 


men, climbed up, and putting me into his Breeches Poc. 
ket, brought me down ſafe. 


I was almoſt choaked with the filthy Ruff the 

had crammed down my Throat; but, my dear little N 
pickedit out of my Mouth with a ſmall Needle, and then 
i fella Vomiting, which gave me great Relief. Vet Iv 
ſo weak and bruiſed in the Sides with the Squeezes given 
meby this odious Animal, that I was forced to keep my 
Bed a Fortnight. The King, Queen and all the Court ſent 
every Day to enquire after my Health, and her Mazjeſty 
made me ſeveral Viſits during my Sickneſs, The Mon. 
key was killed, and an Order made that no ſuch Animi 

ſhould be kept about the Palace. 

WHex I attended the King after my Recovery, to retun 
him Thanks for his Favours, he was pleaſed to rally mei 
ood deal upon this Adventure. He asked me what my 
houghts and Speculations were while I lay in the Mon 
keys Paw, how I liked the Victuals he gave me, his man- 
ner of Feeding, and whether the freſh Air on the Roof hui 
ſharpened my Stomach. He deſired to know what I wou 
haxe done upon ſuch an Occaſion in my own. Country. | 
told his Majeſty, that in Europe we had no Monkeys, cx 
cept ſuch as wcre brought for Curioſities from other Plz 
ces, and ſo ſmall, that I could deal with a dozen of them 
together, if they preſumed to attack me. Andas for that 
monſtrous Animal with whom | was ſo lately engaged, (i 
was indeed as large as an Elephant) if my Fears had tufferet 
metothink ſo faras to make uſe of my Hanger (looking 
fiercely and clapping my Hand upon the Hilt as I ſpoke) 
when hepoked his Paw intomy Chamber, s:Hſhould 
have given him ſucha Wound, as would have made him 
lad to withdraw it with more haſte than he put it in. This 
Ideliver d ina firm Tone, like a Perſon who was jealous 
leſt his Honour ſhould be called in queſtion. However, mj 
Speech produced nothing elſe beſides a loud Laughter, 
which all the Reſpect due to his Majeſty from thoſe about 
him could not make them contain, This made me _ 
| N 
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how vain an Attempt it is for a Man to endeavour doing 
himſelf Honour among thofe who are out of all Degree of 


45 


Equality or Compariſon with him. And yet I have ſeen 
the Moral of my own Behaviour very frequent in England 
fince my Return, where a little contemptible Varlet, with- 
out the leaſt Title to Birth, Perſon, Wit, or common 
Senſe, ſhall preſume to look with Importance, and put 
Perions in the 


lv 4 severy Day furniſhing the Court with ſome ridi- 


culous Story; and Glumdalclitch, although ſhe loved me to 
© exceſs, yet was arch enough to inform the Queen, when- 


ever I committed any Folly that ſhe thought would be di- 


eerting to her Majeſty, The Girl who had been out of or- 


der, was carried by her Governeſs to take the Air about an 


Hour's diſtance, or thirty Miles from Town. They alight- 


ed out of the Coach near a {mall Foot-path in a Field, and 


8 Glumdalclitch ſetting down my travelling Box, I went out 


of it to walk. There was a Cow-dung in the Path, and 


l muſt needs try my Activity by attempting to leap over it. 
Itooka Run, but unfortunately jumped ſhort, and found 


my ſelf juſt in the middle up to my Knees. I waded through 
with ſome difficulty, and one of the Footmen wiped me 
as elean as he could with his Handkerchief; for I was fil- 
thily bemired, and my Nurſe confined me to my Box till 
we returned home; where the Queen was ſoon informed 
of what had paſſed, and the Footmen ſpread it about the 
Court, ſo that all the Mirth, tor ſome Days, was at my 


expence. 
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CHAP. VI. 


Several Contrivances of the Author to pleaſe the King and 

een, He ſhews his Skill in Muſick. The King enquire; 

into the State of Europe, which the Author relates to him, 
The King Obſervations thereon. 


Us Ep to attend the King's Levee once or twice 
Week. and had often ſeen him under the Barber's Hand, 
which indeed was at firſt very terribleto behold. For, the 


Raxor was almoſt twice as long as an ordinary Scythe. His 
Majeſty according tothe Cuſtom of the Country was only 


' ſhaved twice a Week. I once prevailed on the Barber to 


give me ſome of the Sudsor Lather, out of which I pick 
ed torty or fifty of the ſtrongeſt Stumps of Hair, I then 
took a piece of fine Wood, and cut it like the back ot: 
Comb, making ſeveral Holes in it at equal diſtance with u 
{ſmall a Needle as I could get from Glumdalclicch, I fixed is 
the Stumps io artificially, ſcraping and ſloping them with 
my Kaite towards the Points, that I made a very tolerabl: 
Comb; which was a ſeaſonable Supply, my own being ſo 
much broken in the Teeth, that it was almoſt uſeleſs: Net 
ther did I know any Artiſt in that Country ſo nice and ex 
act, as would undertake to make me another. 


Ax p this puts me in mind of an Amuſement wherein | 
ſpent many of my leiſure Hours. I deſired the Queen's Wo- 
man to fave for tne the Combings of her Majeſty's Hair, 
whereof in time I gota good quantity, and conſulting with 
my Friend the Cabinet- maker, who had received general 
Orders to do little Jobbs for me; I directed him to make 
two Chair-frames, no larger than thoſe I had in my Box, 
and then to bore httle Holes with a fine Awl round thoſe 
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parts where I deſigned the Backs and Seats; through theſe 
Holes I wove the ſtrongeſt Hairs I could pick out, juſt atter 
the manner ot Cane-chairsin England. When they were 
finiſhed, I made a Preſent of them to her Majeſty, who 
kept them in her Cabinet, and uſed to ſhew them for Cu- 
riolities, as indeed they were the Wonder of every one that 
$ beheld them. The Queen would have had me fit upon one 
ot theſe Chairs, but I abſolutely refuſed to obey her, pro- 
# teſting I would rather dye a thouſand Deaths than place a 
& diſhonourable part ot. my Body on thoſe precious Hairs that 
once adorned her Majeſty's Head. Of theſe Hairs (as Ihad 
_ a Mechanical Genius) I likewiſe made a neat little 
Purſe about five Foot long, with her Majefty's Name de- 


ice 4 cyphered in Gold Letters, which | gave to Glumdalclitch, 
land, dy the Queen's Conſent. To ſay the Truth, it was more 
„the for Shewy than Uſe, being not of ſtrength to bear the weight 
orf the larger Coins, and theretore ſhe kept nothing in it, 
on but ſome little Toys that Girls are fond ot. 

wh Tux King, who delighted in Muſick, had frequent Con- 


| then ſorts at Court, to which I was ſometimes carried, and fer 
© of 2 8 if my Box ona Table to hear them: But, the Noiſe was ſo 
ith u — that I could hardly diſtinguiſh the Tunes. I am con- 

f ddent that all the Drums and Trumpets of a Royal Army, 
| with eating and ſounding together juſt at your Ears, could not 
erable equal it. My Practice was to have my Box removed from 
ing o the Places where the Performers ſat, as far as I could, then 
Nei- do ſhut the Doors and Windows of it, and draw the Win- 


nd ex do- Curtains; after which I found their Muſick not diſa- 
greeable. 


is I Hap learned in my Youth to play a little upon the Spi- 
Wo-: net. Glumdalelitch kept one in her Chamber, and a Ma- 
. ſter attended twice a Week to teach her: I call it a Spinet, 
becauſe it ſomewhat reſembled that Inſtrument, and was 
play d upon in the ſame manner. A fancy came into my 
Head that 1 would entertain the King and Queen with an 
Engliſh Tune upon this Inſtrument. But this appeared ex- 
tremely difficult: For, the Spinet was near ſixty Foot long, 
each Key being almoſt a Foot wide, ſo that, with my Arms 
+. 35 
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extended, I could not reach to abovefive Keys, andto preſ; 
them down required a good ſmart ſtroak with my Fiſt, 
which would be tco great a Labour, and to nopurpole. The 
Method I contrived was this. I prepared two round Sticks 
about the bigneſs of common Cudgels, they were thicker 
at one end than the other, and I covered 3 thicker ends 
with a piece of a Mouſe's Skin, that by rapping on them, [ 
might neither damage the tops of the Keys, nor interrupt 
the Sound. Before the Spinet a Bench was placed about four 
Foot below the Keys, and I was put upon the Bench. I ran 
fideling upon it that way and this, as faſt as I could, bang - 
ing the proper Keys with my two Sticks, and made à ſhift 
to play a Jigg to the great Satisfaction of both their Maje- 
ſties: But, it was the moſt violent Exerciſe I ever under- 
went, and yet I could not ſtrike above ſixteen Keys, nor, 
conſequently, play the Baſs and Treble together, as other 
Artiſts do; which was a great Diſadvantage to my Pertor: 
mance. 


Tur King, whoasI before obſerved, was a Prince of ex 
cellent Underſtanding, would frequently order that I ſnoul 
be brought in my Box, and ſet upon the Table in his Cloſet 
He would then command metobring one of my Chairs ou 
of the Box, and firdown within three Yards diſtance upor 
the top of the Cabinet, which brought me almoſt to a leu 
with his Face. In this manner | had ſeveral Converſation 
with him. I one Day taok the freedom to tell his Majeſty 

that the Contempt he'diſcovered towards Europe, and the 
World, did not ſeem anſwerable to thoſe excellent Qualitie 
of the Mind he was Maſter of. That, Reaſon did not ei. 
tend it felt with the bulk of the Body: On the contrar), 
ve obſerved in our Country that the talleſt Perſons were u 
ſually leaſt provided with it. That among other Animal 

Bees and Ants had the Reputation of more Induſtry, Ar, 
and Sagacity than many of the larger kinds. And that, 3 
inconſiderable as he took me to be, I hoped I might liveto 
do his Majeſty ſome lignal Service, The King heard me 


with Attention, and began to conceive a much better Op- 
nion of me than he had ever before. He deſired 1 woul! 
give him as exact an Account of the Government of 75 

3 | "i a 5 * . * | lain 
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land as I poſſibly could; becauſe, as fond as Princes com- 
monly are of their own Cuſtoms (for ſo he conjectured of 
other Monarchs by my tormer Diſcourſes) he ſhould be 
glad to hear of any thing that might deſerve Imitation. 


IMAGINE with thy ſelf, courteous Reader, how often 1 
then wiſhed for the Tongue of Demoſthenes or Cicero, that 
might have enabled me to celebrate the Praiſe of my own 
dear native Country in a Style equal to its Merits and Fe- 
licity. 


I BRN my Diſcourſe by informing his Majeſty that 
our Dominions conſiſted of two Iſlands, which compoſed 
three mighty Kingdomsunder one Sovereign, beſides our 
Plantations in America. I dwelt long upon the Fertility of 
our Soil, and the Temperatureof our Climate, I then ſpoke 
at large upon the Conſtitutionot an Engliſh Parliament, part- 
ly made up of an illuſtrious Body called the Houſe of Peers, 
Perſons of the nobleſt Blood, and of the moſt ancient and 
ample Patrimonies. I deſcribed that extraordinary Care al- 
waystaken of their Education in Arts and Arms. to qualify 
them tor being Counſellors born to the King and Kingdom, 
to have a Share in the Legiſlature, to be Members of the 
higheſt Court ot Judicature from whencetherecould be no 
Appeal; and to be Champions always ready for the Defence 
n, their Prince and Country by their Valour, Conduct and 
Fidelity. That theſe were the Ornament and Bulwark of 
the Kingdom, worthy Followers of their moſt renowned 
Anceſtors, whoſe Honour had been the Reward of their 
Virtue, from which their Poſterity were never once known 
to degenerate. To theſe were joined ſeveral holy Perſons, 
as part of that Aſſembly, under the Title of Biſhops, whoſe 
peculiar Buſineſs it is, to take care of Religion, and of thoſe 
who inſtruct the People therein, Theſe were ſearched and 
{ought out — the whole Nation, by the Prince and 
his wiſeſt Counſellors, among ſuch of the Prieſthood, as 
were moſt deſervedly diſtinguiſhed by the Sanctity of their 
Lives, and the Depth of their Erudition; ho were indeed 
the ſpiritual Fathers of the Clergy and the People. 


THAT, 


So. Aan BROBDINGNAG, 


Tnar, the other part of the Parliament conſiſted of an 
Aſſembiy called the Houſe of Commons, who were all 
principal Gentlemen, freely picked and culled out by the 
People themſelves, for their great Abilities, and Love of 
their Country, to repreient the Wiſdom ot the whole Na- 
tion. And, theſe two Bodies make up the moſt auguſt Af. 
ſembly in Ezrope, to whom, in Conjunction with the 


Prince, the whole Legiſlature is committed, | 


I Tan deſcended to the Courts of Juſtice, over which 
' the Judges, thoſe venerable Sages and Interpreters of the 
Law, preſided, for determining the diſputed Rights and 
Properties of Men, as well as for the Puniſhment of Vice, 
and Protection of Innocence. I mentioned the prudent 

ent of our Treaſury, the Valour and Atchieve- 
ments of our Forces by Sea and Land. I computed the 
Number of our People, by reckoning how many Millions 
there might be of each Religions Sects, or Political Party 
among us. I did not omit even our Sports and Paftimes, 
er any other Particular which I thought might redound to 
the Honour of my Country. And, I finiſhed al! with a 
brief hiſtorical Account of Affairs and Events in England 


for about an hundred Years paſt. 


Tunis Converſation was not ended under five Audiences, 
each of ſeveral Hours, and the King heard the whole with 
great Attention, = taking Notes of what I ſpoke, 
as well as Memorandums of all Queſtions he intended to 
ask me. 


Wurx | had put an end to theſe long Diſcourſes, his Ma- 
- jeſty in a ſixth Audience conſulting his Notes, propoſed 
many Doubts, Queries, and Objections, upon every Arti- 
cle. Heasked, what Methods were uſed to cultivate the 
Minds and Bodies of our young Nobility, and in what kind 
of Buſineſs they commonly ſpent the firſt and teachable 

part ot their Lives. What Courſe wastaken to ſupply that 

Aſſembly when any noble Family became extin&t. What 

Qualifications were neceſſary in thoſe who are to be created 
| | new 
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new Lords: Whether the Humour of the Prince, a Sum 
ot Money to a Court-Lady, or a Prime Miniſter, or a De- 
fign ot ſtrengthning a Party oppoſite to the publick Inte- 
reit, ever happened to be Motives in thoſe Advancements. 
What Share of Knowledge theſe Lords had in the Laws of 
their Country, and how they came by it, fo as to enable 
them to decide the Properties ot their Fellow-SubjeRts in 
the laſt Reſort. Whether they were always ſo free from 
Avarice, Partialities, or Want, that a Bribe, or ſome other 
ſiniſter View, could have no place among them. Whe- 
ther thoſe holy Lords I ſpoke of were always promoted to 
that Rank upon Account of their Knowledge in religious 


Matters, and the Sanctity of their Lives, had never been 
Compliers with the times while they were common Prieſts, 
or {laviſh proſtitute Chaplains to tome Nobleman, whoſe 


Opinions they continued ſervilely to follow after they wers 


admitted into that Aſſembly. 


He then deſired to know what Arts were practiſed in e- 
lecting thoſe whom I called Commoners Whether, a 
Stranger with a ſtrong Purſe might not influence the vul- 
gar Voters to chuſe him befgre their own Landlord, orthe 
moſt conſiderable Gentleman in the Neighbourhood. How 
it came to pals, that People were fo violently bent upon 
getting into this Aſſembly, which I allowed to be a great 
Trouble and Expence, otten to the Ruin of their Families, 
without any Salary or Penſion: Becauſe this appeared ſuch 
an exalted Strain of Virtue and publick Spirit, that his Ma- 
jelty ſeemed to doubt it might poſſibly not be always ſin- 
cere: And he deſired to know whether ſuch zealous Gen- 


tlemen could have any Viewsof refunding themſelves for 


the Charges and Trouble they were at, by ſacrificing the 
| Publick Good to the Deſigns of a weak and vicious Prince 


in Conjunction with a corrupted Miniſtry. He multiplied 
his Queſtions, and ſifred me thoroughly upon every part of 
this Head, propoſing numberleſs Enquiries and Objections, 
which I think it not prudent or convenient to repeat. 


PON what | ſaid in relation to our Courts of Juſtice, his 
Majeſty deſired to be fatisfied in ſeveral Points: And, this] 


Was 
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was the better able to do, having been formerly almoſt 
ruined by along Suit in Chancery, which was decreed for 
me with Coſts: He asked, what Time was I 
indetermining between Right and Wrong, and what De- 


gree of Expence. Whether Advocates and Orators had 


Liberty to plead in Cauſes manifeſtly known to be unjuſt, 
vexatious, or oppreſſive. Whether Party in Religion or 
Politicks were obſerved to be of any Weight in the Scale of 
Juſtice. Whether thoſe pleading Orators were Perſons e- 
ducated in the general Knowledge of Equity, or only in 
provincial, national, and other local Cuſtoms. Whether 
they or their Judges had any Part in penning thoſe Laws 
which they aſſumed the Liberty of interpreting and gloſſing 
upon at their Pleaſure. Whether they had ever at different 
Times pleaded for and againſt the fame Cauſe, and cited 
Precedents to prove contrary Opinions. Whether they 
were a rich or a poor Corporation. Whether they receiv- 
ed any pecuniary Reward for pleading or delivering their O- 
pinions. And particularly whetherthey were ever admit- 
ted as Members in the lower Senate. 


x fell next upon the Management of out Treaſury ; and 
ſaid, he thought my Memory had failed me, becauſe I com- 
puted our Taxes at about five or fix Millions a Year, and 
when I came to mention the Iſſues, he found they ſome- 
times amounted to more than double; for, the Notes he 
had taken were very particular in this Point, becauſe he 
hoped, as he told me, that the Knowledge of our Conduct 
might be uſeful to him, and he could not be deceived in his 
Calculations. But, if what I told him were true, he was 
ſtill at a loſs how a Kingdom could run out of its Eſtate like 
a private Perſon. He asked me, who were our Creditors? 
And, where we ſhould find Money to pay them? He won- 
dred to hear me talk of ſuch chargeable and extenſive Wars; 
that, certainly we mult be aquarrelſome People, or live a- 
mong very bad Neighbours, and that our Generals muſt 
needs be richer than our Kings, He asked what Bufineſs 
we had out of our own Iſlands, unleſs upon the Score ot 
Trade or Treaty, or to detend the Coaſts with our Fleet, 
Above all, he was amazed to hear me talk of a mercenary 

| ſtanding 
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ſtanding Army in the midſt of Peace, and among a Free 
People. He ſaid if we were governed by our own Conſent 
in the Perſons of our Repreicntatives, he could not ima- 
gine of whom we were afraid, or againſt whom we were 
to fight, and would hear my Opinion, whether a private 
Man's Houſe might not better be defended by himlelf, his 
Children, and Family, than by half a dozen Raſcals, picked 
up at a venture in the Streets, for ſmall Wages, who might 
get an hundred times more by cutting their Throats. 


Hx laughed at my odd kind of Arithmetick (as he was 
— to call it) in reckoning the Numbers of our People 


ya Computation drawn from the ſeveral Sects among us 


in Religion and Politicks. He ſaid, he knew no Reaſon, 
why thoſe who entertain Opinions prejudicial to the Pub- 
lick, ſhould be obliged to change, or ſhould not be obliged 
toconceal them. And as it was Tyranny in any Govern- 
ment to require the firſt, ſo it was Weakneſs not to enforce 
the ſecond : For, a Man may be allowed to keep Poiſons in 
his Cloſet, but not to vend them about for Cordials, 


He obſerved, that among the Diverſionsot our Nobility 
and Gentry, I had mentioned Gaming. He deſired to know 
at what Age this Entertainment was uſually taken up, and 
when it was laid down, How much of their Time it em- 
ployed, whether it ever went ſo high as to affect their For- 
tunes, Whether mean vicious People by their Dexterity 


in that Art might not arrive at great Riches, and ſome» 


times keep our very Nobles in Dependance, as well as habi- 
tuate them to vile Companions, wholly take them from the 
Improvement of their Minds, and force them by the Loſſes 
they have received, to learn and practice that infamous 
Dexterity upon others. | 


Hz was perfectly aſtoniſhed with the hiſtorical Account 
| gave him of our Affairs during the laſt Century, proteſt- 
ing it was only an Heap of Conſpiracies, Rebellions, Mur- 
ders, Maſſacres, Revolutions, Baniſhments, the very worſt 
Effects that Avarice, Faction, Hypocriſy, Perfidiouſneſs, 
Part II. I Cruelty, 
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Cruelty, Rage, Madneſs, Hatred, Envy, Luſt, Malice, or 
Ambition could produce. 


His Majeſty in another Audience was at the Pains to re- 
capitulate the Sum of all I had ſpoken, compared the Que- 
ſtions he made with the AnſwersI had given; then taking 
me into his Hands, and ſtroaking me gently, delivered 
himſelf in theſe Words, which I ſhall never forget, nor 
the manner he ipoke them in. My little Friend Grildrig; 
you have made a moſt admirable Panegyrick upon your 
Country. You have clearly proved that Ignorance, Idle- 
neſs and Vice may be ſometimes the only Ingredients for 
qualifying a Legiſlator. That Laws are beſt explained, in- 
terpreted, and applied by thoſe whoſe Intereſt and Abilities 
lye in perverting, confounding, and cluding them, I ob- 
erve among you ſome Lines of an Inſtitution, which in 
its Original might have been tolerable, but theſe half eraſed, 
and the reſt wholly blurred and blotted by Corruptions. I: 
doth not appear from all you have ſaid, how any one Virtue 
is required towards the Procurement of any one Stations 
mong you, much leſs that Men were ennobled on Account 
ot their Virtue, that Prieſts were advanced for their Piet) 
or Learning, Soldiers for their Conduct or Valour, Judge 
for their Integrity, Senators for the Love of their Country, 
or Counſellors for their Wiſdom. As for yourſelf (cont: 
nued the King) who have ſpent the greateſt Part of you 
Life intravelling, Iam well diſpoſed to hope you may hi: 
therto have eſcaped many Vices of your Country, But, bj 
what I have gathered from your own Relation, and the 
Anſwers I have with much Pains wringed and extortei 
from you, I cannot but conclude the Bulk of your Native 
to be the moſt peruicious Race of little odious Vermin thi 
Nature ever ſuffered to crawl upon the Surface of tis 
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CHAP, VII. 


The Author's Love of his Country. He makes a Propoſal of 
much Advantage to the King, which is rejected. The 
King's great Ignorance in Politicks. The Learning of 
that Country very imperfect and confined. Their Laws, 
and military Affairs, and Parties in the State. 


OTHING but an extreme Love of Truth could 

have hindred me from concealing this part of m 
Story, It was in vain to diſcover my Reſentments,whic 
were always turned into Ridicule ; And I was forced to 
reſt with Patience while my noble and moſt beloved Coun- 
iy was ſo injuriouſly treated. Iam heartily ſorry as any 
of my Readers can poſſibly be, that ſuch an Occaſion was 
given: But this Prince happened to be ſo curious and in- 
quiſitive upon every Particular, that it could not conſiſt 
either with Gratitude or good Manners ſto refuſe giv- 
ing him what Satisfaction J was able. Yet thus much I 
may be allowed to ſay in my own Vindication, that I art- 
tully cluded many of his Queſtions, and gave to every Point 
a more favourable turn by many Degrees than the ſtrictneſs 


ot Truth would allow, For, I have always born that 


laudable Partiality to my own Country, which Dionyſius 
Halicarnaſſenſis with ſo much Juſtice recommends to an 


Hiſtorian. I would hide the Frailties and Deformities ot 
my Political Mother, and place her Virtues and Beauties in 


I 2 the 
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the moſt advantzgeous Light, This was my ſincere En- 
deavour in thoſe many Diſcourſes I had with that Mo- 
nareh, although it unfortunately failed of Succeſs, | 


By r, great Allowances ſhould be given to a Kin 
who lives wholly ſecluded from the reſt of the World, 
and mult therefore be altogether unacquainted with the 
Manners and Cuſtoms that moſt prevail in other Nations: 
The want of which Knowledge will ever produce many 
Prejudices, and a certain Narrowneſs of Thinking, from 
which we and che politer Countries of 3 are wholly 
exempted. And it would be hard indeed, if ſo remote a 
Prince's Notions of Virtue and Vice were to be offered as 
a Standard for all Mankind, | 


To confirm what I have now ſaid, and further to ſhew 
the miſerable Effects of a confined Education, I ſhall here in- 
ſert a Paſſage which will hardly obtain Belief. In hopes to 
ingratiate my ſelf farther into his Majeſty's Favour, I told 
him of an Invention diſcovered between three and four 
hundred Years ago, to make a certain Powder, into an 
heap of which the ſmalleſt ſpark of Fire falling, would 
kindle the whole in a Moment, although it were as big as 
a Mountain, and make it all fly up in the Air together, with 
a Noiſe and Agi-ation greater than Thunder, That) a pro- 
per quantity of this Powder rammed into an hollow Tube 
of Braſs or Iron, according to its Bigneſs, would drive a 
Ball of Iron or Lead with ſuch Violence and Speed as no- 
thing was able to ſuſtain its Force. That the largeſt Balls 
thusdiſcharged, would not only deſtroy whole Ranks of 
an Army at once, but batter the ſtrongeſt Walls to the 
Ground, fink own Ships witha thouſand Men in each, to 
the bottom of the Sea ; and when linked together by a 
Chain, would cut through Maſts and Rigging, divide 
hundreds of Bodies in the middle, and lay all waſte before 
them. That we often put this Powder into large hollow 
Balls of Iron, and diſcharged them by an Engine into ome 
= R 2 ity 
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a City we were beeſiging, which would rip up the Pave- 
1 ments, tear the Houſes to Pieces, burſt and throw Splin- 
tert on every {ide, daſhing out the Brains of all who came 
near. That I knew the Ingredients very well, which were 
cheap, and common; I underſtood the manner of com- 
pounding them, and could direct his Workmen how to 
make thoſe Tubes of a Size proportionable to all other 
Things in his Majeſty's Kingdom, and the largeſt need not 
be above an hundred Foot long; twenty or thirty of which 
Tubes charged with the proper quantity of Powder and 
Balls, would batter down the Walls of the ſtrongeſt Town 
in his Dominions in a few Hours, or deſtroy the whole Me- 
tropolis, if ever it ſhould pretend to diſpute his abſolute 
Commands. This I humbly offered to his Majeſty as a 
{mall Tribute of Acknowledgment in return of ſo many 
Marks that I had received of his Royal Favour and Pro- 
tection” | 


Tar King was ſtruck with Horror at the Deſcription I 
had given of thoſe terrible Engines, and the Propoſal I had 
made. He was amazed how ſo impotent and groveling an 
Iaſect as I (theſe were his Expreſſions) could entertain ſuch 
inhuman Ideas, and in ſo familiar a manner as to ap 
| wholly unmoved at all the Scenes of Blood and Deſolation, 
| which I had painted as the common Effects of thoſe de- 
ſtructive Machines, whereof he ſaid, ſome evil Genius, E- 
| nemy to Mankind, muſt have been the firſtContriver.As}for 

bimſelf, he proteſted, that although few Things delight- 
ed him ſo much as new Diſcoveries in Art or in Nature, 
jet he would rather looſe half his Kingdom than be privy 
to ſuch a Secret, which he commanded me, as I valued 
Wy Life, never to mention any more. 


A sTrance Effect of narrow Principles and ſhort Views ! 
that a Prince poſſeſſed of every Quality which procures 
Veneration, Love and Eſteem ; of ſtrong Parts, great 
Wiſdom and profound Learning, endued with A 

| a- 
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Talents for Government, and almoſt adored by his Subjects 
ſhould from a nice unneceſſary Scruple, whereof in Europe 
we can have no Conception, let {lip an Opportunity put 
into his Hands, that would have made him abſolute Maſter 
of the Lives, the Liberties, and the Fortunes of his Peo- 
ple. Neither dol ſay this with the leaſt Intention to de. 
tract from the many Virtues of that excellent King, whoſe 
Character I am ſenſible will on this account be very much 
leſſened in the Opinion of an Engliſh Reader : But, I take 
this Defect among them to have riſen from their Igno- 
rance, they not having hitherto reduced Politicks into; 
Science, as the more acute Wits of Europe have done. For, 
I remember very well, in a Diſcourſe one Day with the 
King, when J happened to ſay there were ſeveral thou- 
ſand Books among us written upon the Art of Government, 
it gave him (directly contrary to my Intention) a very 
mean Opinion of our Underſtandings. He profeſſed boti 
toabominate and deſpiſe all Myſtery, Refinement, and In- 
trigue, either in a Prince or a Miniſter, He could not tel 
what I meant by Secrets of State, where an Enemy or ſom: 
rival Nation were not in the Caſe. He confined the Know: 
ledge of governing within very narrow Bounds; to cont 
mon Senſe and Reaſon, to Juſticeand Lenity, to the ſpeedj 
Determination of civil and criminal Cauſes; with ſomes 
ther obvious Topicks which are not worth conſidering, 
And, he gave it for his Opinion, that whoever could make 
two Ears of Corn, or two Blades of Graſsto grow upon: 
ſpot of Ground where only one grew before, would 
ſerve better of Mankind, and do moreeſſential Serviceto 
= Country than the whole Race of Politicians put tog 
er. 


Tux Learning of this People is very defective, confi 
ing only in Morality, Hiſtory, Poetry and Mathematicks 
wherein they muſt be allowed to excel. But, the laſt ot 

theſeis wholly applied to what may be uſeful in Life, to tie 
Improvement of Agriculture and all mechanical Arts; { 
that among us it would belittle eſteemed, And as to * 
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Entities, Abſtractions and Tranſcendentals, I could never 
drivetheleaſt Conception into their Heads. 


No Law of that Country muſt exceed in Words the 
Number of Letters in their Alphabet, which confiſts only 
in two and twenty. But indeed, few of them extend even 
to that Length. They are expreſſed in the moſt plain and 
ſimple Terms, wherein thoſe People are not mercurial e- 
nough to diſcover above one Interpretation, And to write 
a Comment upon any Law is a capital Crime. As to the 
Deciſion of civil Cauſes, or Proceedings againſt Criminals, 
their Precedents are ſo few, that they have little Reaſon to 
boaſt of any extraordinary Skill in either. 


Tuxx have had the Art ot Printing, as well as the Chi- 
neſe, time out of mind. But their Libraries are not very 
large; for that of the King's, which is reckoned the big- 
geſt, doth not amount to above a thouſand Volumes, pla- 
ced ina Gallery ot twelve hundred Foot long, from whence 
had liberty to borrow what Books I pleaſed. The Queen's 

oyner had contrived in one of Glumdalclitch's Rooms a 

ind of wooden Machine five and twenty Foot high, form- 
ed like a ſtanding Ladder, the Steps were each fifty Foot 
long: It was indeed a moveable pair of Stairs, the loweſt 
end placedat ten Foot diſtance from the Wall of the Cham- 
ber. The Book I had a mind to read was put up leaning a- 
gainſt the Wall. I firſt mounted to the upper Step of the 
Ladder, and turning my Face towards the Book, began at 
the top ot the Page, and ſo walking to the right and left a- 
bout eight or ten Paces according to the Length of the 
Lines, till I had gotten alittle below the level of mine Eyes, 
and then deſcending gradually till I came to the bottom: 
After which I mounted again, and began the other Page in 
the ſame manner, and ſo turned over the Leaf, which! 
could eaſily do with both my Hands, for it was as thick and 
{tiff as a Paſt-board, and in the largeſt Folio's not above 
eighteenor twenty Foot long. 
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Taz1s Stile is'clear, maſculine, and ſmooth, but not 
florid, for they avoid nothing more than multiplying un- 


neceffary Words, or uſing various Expreſſions, - I have pe- 
ruſed many ut their Books, eſpecially thoſe in Hiſtory and 


Morality... Among the reſt I was much diverted with alit- 
tle old Treatiſe, which always lay in Glamdalclitch's Bed- 
chamber, and belonged to her Governeſs, a grave elderly 


Gentlewoman, who dealt in Writings of l and De- 


votion. The Book treats of the Weakneſs of Human 
kind, and is inlittle eſteem except among the Women and 
the Vulgar. However, I was curious to ſte what an Au- 
thor of that Country could ſay upon ſuch a Subject. This 
Writer went _— all the uſual Topicks of European 

ow diminutive, contemptible, and 
helpleſsan Animal was Man in his own Nature; how un- 
able todefend himſclt from Inclemencies of the Air, or the 
Fury of wild Beaſts. How much he was excelled by one 
Creature in Strength, by another in Speed, by a thirdin 
Foreſight, by a fourth in Induſtry, He added, that Nature 
was degenerated in theſe latter declining Ages of the 
World, and could now produce only ſmall abortive Births 
in compariſon of thoſe in ancient Times. He ſaid it was 
very reaſonable to think, not only that the Species of Man 
were originally much larger, but alſo that there muſt have 
been Giants in former Ages, which, as it is aſſerted by Hi- 
ſtory and Tradition, ſo it hath been confirmedby huge Bones 
and Sculls caſually dug up in ſeveral Parts of the Kingdom, 
Ar exceeding the common dwindled Race of Man in our 
Days. He argued, that the very Laws of Nature abſolute- 
ly required we ſhould have been made in the beginning, of 
a ſize more large and robuſt, not ſo liable to Deſtruction 


from every little Accident of a Tile falling from an Houſe, 


or a Stone caſt from the Hand of a Boy, or of being drown- 
edinalittleBrook. From this way of Reaſoning the Au- 
thor drew ſeveral moral Applications uſeful in the Conduct 
of Life, but needleſs here to repeat. For my own part, I 
could not avoid reflecting how univerſally this oe 
prea 
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ſpread of drawing Lectures in Morality, or indeed rather - 


of matter ot Diſcontent and repining from theQuarrels we 
Ne raiſe with Nature, And, I believe upon a ſtrict Enquiry, 
e- thoſe Quarrels might be ſhewn as ill- grounded among us, 
d as they are among that People. 17 
t+ | 4 | 
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ly As to their military Affairs, they boaſt that the King's 

e- Army conſiſts of an hundred and ſeventy fix thouſand Foot, 

mn and thirty two thouſand Horſe: it that may be called an 
ad Army which is made up of Tradeſmen in the ſeveral Cities, 
U- and Farmers in the Country, whoſe Commanders are only 


is the Nobility and Gentry without Pay or Reward: - They 
an are indeed pertect enough in their Exerciſes, and under very 
ad good Diſcipline, wherein I faw no great Merit; for, how 
n- ſhould it be otherwiſe, where every Farmer is under the 
he Command of his own Landlord, and every Citizen under 


ne that of the principal Men in his own City, choſen after the 
in manner of Jenice by Ballot ? 
re | 
he 
hs I aave often ſeen the Militia of Lorbrulgrud drawn out 
as to Exerciſe in a great Field near the City, of tweiity Miles 
an {quare, They were in all not above twenty five thouſand 
ve Foot, and ſix thouſand Horſe; but it was impoſſible for 
[i= me to compute their Number, conſidering the ſpace of . 
es Ground they took up. A Cavalier mounted on a large Steed 
N, might be about an hundred Foot high. I have ſeen this. 
ur whole Body ot Horſe upon a Word of Command draw their 
e- Swords at once, and brandiſh them in the Air. Imagination 
of can figure nothing ſo grand, ſa ſurpriſing and ſo aftoniſh- 
IN ing. It looked as it ten thouſand Flaſhes of Lightning 
ſe, — darting at the ſame time from every Quarter of the 
n- . | 
os M 
ct | 

I I was curious to know how this Prince, to whoſe Do- 
as minions there is no Acceſs from any other Country, came 
id to think df Armies, or to teach his People the Practice of 


ParT II. K mili- 
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military Diſcipline. But J was ſoon informed, both by 


Converſation, and reading their Hiſtories, Fon, in the 
ſe of many Ages they have been troubled with the 
Er ESR 
ject; the Nobility often contendi Power, the People 
1 Tiny, and the King for abſolute —— 7 
which, however happily tempered by the Laws of the 
Kingdom; have been ſometimes vialated by each ot the 
ec Parties, and have once or more occaſioned Civil Wars, 
laſt whereof was happily put an end to by this Prince's 
Grandfatherby a general Compoſition; and the Militia then 
{tiled with common Conſent hach been ever ſince kept in 
: : ®; | 
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The King and Queen make a Progreſs to the Frontiers, The 
Author attends them. Ie manner in which he lea es the 
* very particularly related. He returns to Eng- 


[ HAD always a ſtrong Impulſe that I ſhould ſometime 
recover my Liberty, though it was impoſſible to con- 
jecture by what Means, er t form any Preject with the 
leaſt hope of ſucceeding, The Ship in which I failed was 
the firſt ever knownto be driven within Sight of that Coaſt, 
and the King had given ſtrict Orders, that if at any time 
another appeared, it ſhould be taken aſhore, and with all its 
Crew and Paſſengers brought in a Tumbril to Lorbrulgrad. 
He was ſtrongly bent to get me a Woman of my own lize, 
by whom I mightpropagatethe Breed: But I think I ſhould 
rather have dyed than undergone the Diigrace of leaving a 
Poſterity to be kept in Cages like tame Canary Birds, and 
T in time ſold about the Kingdom to Perſons of Qua- 
ity for Curioſities. I was indeed treated with much Kind- 
neſs; I was the Favourite of a great King and Queen, and 
the Delight of the whole Court, but it was upon ſuch a foot 
| as\llbecamethe Dignity of Human Kind. I could never 
forget thoſe domeſtick Pledges 1 had left behind me. 1 
wanted to be among People with whom 1 could converſe 
ppon even Terms, and walk about the Streets and — 
| | K 2 wi 
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without fear of being trod to Death like a Frog or 
young Puppy. But, my Deliverance came ſooner than! 

cted, and in a manner not very common: The whole 
Story and Circumſtances of which I ſhall faithfully re- 
ue. 


I Hap now been two Years in this Country; and, about 
the begininning of the third, Glumdalclitchand I attended 
the King and Queen in a Progreſs to the South Coaſt of the 
Kingdom. I was carried as uſual in my Travelling-Box, 
which, as] have already deſcribed, was a very convenient 
Cloſet of twelve Foot wide. And, I had ordered a Ham- 
mock to be fixed by ſilken Ropes from the four Corners at 
the Top, to break the Jolts, when a Servant carried me be- 


fore him on Horſeback, as I ſometimes deſired, and would 


often ſleepin my Hammock while we were upon the Road, 
On the Roof of my Cloſet, not directly over the middleot 
the Hammock, I ordered the Joyner to cut out a Hole of a 
Foot {quare to give me Air in hot Weather as! ſlept, which 


. Hole I ſhut at pleaſure with a Board that drew backwards 


and forwards through a Groove. 


Wren we came to our Journey'send, the King thought 


proper to paſsa few Days at a Palace he hath near Flanflaſnic, 
- a City within eighteen Engliſh Miles ot the Sea- ſide. Glum- 
_ dalclitch and I were much fatigued ; I had gotten a ſmall 
Cold, but the poor Gi] was ſo ill as to be confined to her 


Chamber, Tlonged to {ee the Ocean, which muſt be the 


only Scene of my Eſcape, if ever it ſhould happen. 1 pre- 
_ tended to be worſe than I really was, and deſired leave to 
take the freſh Air of the Sea, witha Page whom 1 was ve- 


ry fond of, and who had ſometimes been truſted with me, 


I ſpall never forget with what Unwillingneſs Glumdalclitch 


conſented, nor the ſtrict Charge ſhe gave the Page to be care- 
ful of me, burſting at the ſame time into a Floud of Tears, 


as if ſhe had ſome foreboding of what was to happen. The 
: Boy took me out in my Box about half an hours walk from 


the 
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the Palace towards the Rocks on the Sea- ſnore. I ordered 


him to ſet me down, and litting up one of my Saſhes, caſt 
7 a wiſttul melancholy Look towards the Sea. I found 
my ſe 


f not very well, and told the Page that I had a mind 
to take a Nap in my Hammock, which I hoped would do 
me good. I got 1n, and the Boy ſhut the Window cloſe 
down to keep out the Cold. I ſoon fell aſleep, and all I can 
conjecture is, that while I ſlept, the Page thinking no Dan- 
ger could happen, went among the Rocks to look for 
Birds-eggs, having before obſerved him from my Window 
ſearching about, and picking up one or two in the Clefts. 
Be that as it will, I found my ſelf ſuddenly awaked with a 
violent Pull upon the Ring which was faſtned at the top of 
my Box for the Conveniency of Carriage. | felt my Box 
raiſed very high in the Air, and then born forward with 
prodigious Speed. The firſt Jolt had liketo have ſhaken me 
out ot my Hammock, butafterwards the Motion was ea- 
ſy enough. I called out ſeveral times as loud I could raiſe 
my Voice, but all to no purpoſe. I looked towards my 
Windows, and could ſee nothing but the Clouds 
and Sky, I heard a Noiſe juſt over my Head like 
the clapping of Wings, and then began to perceive the wo- 
ful Condition I was in; that ſome Eagle had got the Ring 
of my Box in his Beak, with an intent to let it fall on a Rock 
like a Tortoiſe in a Shell, and then pick out my Body and 
devour it. For the Sagacity and Smell of this Bird enable 
him to diſcover his Quarry at a great diſtance, though bet- 
ter concealed than I could be within a two Inch Board. 


Ix alittle time J obſerved the noiſe and flutter of Wings 
toencreaſe very faſt, and my Box was toſſed up and down 
like a Sign-poſt in a windy Day. I heard ſeveral Bangs or 
Buffets, as I thought, given to the Eagle (tor ſuch I am cer- 
tain it muſt have been that held the Ring of my Box in his 
Beak) and then all on a ſudden felt my ſelf falling perpendi- 

cularly down for above a Minute, but with ſuch incredible 
Swiftneſs that I almoſt loſt my Breath. My Fall was ſtop- 
ped by a terrible Squaſn, that ſounded louder to mine Ears 
ö 5 than 
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than the Cataract of Niagara; after which I was quite in 
the dark for another Minute, and then my Box began to riſe 
{ſo high that 1 could ſee Light from the tops of my Win. 
dows. I now perceived that I was fallen into the Sea, M 
Box, by the Weight of my Body, the Goods that were in, 
and the broad Plates of Iron fixed for Strength at the four 
Corners ot the top and bottom, floated about five Foot deep 
in Water. I did then, and do now ſuppoſe that the Eage 
which flew away with my Box was per ſued by twoor three 
others, and forced to let me drop while he was defending 
himſelf againſt the reſt, who hoped to ſhare in the Prey, 
The Plates of Iron faſtned at the bottom of the Box, (tor 
thoſe were the ſtrongeſi) preſerved the Balance while it tell, 
and hindred it from being broken on the ſurface of the Wa- 
ter. Every joint of it was well grooved, and the Door did 
not move on Hinges, but up and down like a Saſh which 
kept my Cloſet ſo tight that very little Water came in. 1 
205 with much Difficulty out of my Hammock, having 

{t rentured to draw back the Slip board on the Root a- 
ready mentioned, contrived on purpoſe to let in Air, for 
ant of I found my ſelf almoſt ſtifled. 


Hos often did I then wiſh my ſelf withm dear Gun. 


dalclitch, trom whom one ſingle Hour had ſo far divided 


me! And I may ſay with truth, that in the midſt of my own 


Mistortunes I could not for bear lamenting my poor Nur, 
the Grief ſhe would ſuffer for my Loſs, the Diſpleaſure of 
the Queen, and the Ruin of her Fortune, Perhaps many 
Travellers have not been under greater Difficulties and Di- 
ſtreis than I Was at this Juncture, expecting every Moment 
to fee my Box daſhed in Pieces, or at leaſt overſet by 
the firſt violent Blaſt, or a riſing Wave. A Breach 
in one fingle Pane of Glaſs would have been immediate 
Death: Nor could any thing have preſerved the Windows 
but the ſtrong-Lettice Wires placed on the outſide againſt 
Accidents in Travelling. I law the Water ooze in at ſeve- 
ral Crannies, although the Leaks were not conſiderable, 
and I endeavoured to ſtop them as well as I couldy + I'w3s 

| | 5 3 


u leaſt thaught I heard ſome kind of grating Noiſe on that 
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not able to lift up the Roof of my Cloſet, which, othervviia 
] certainly have done, and fate on the top of it, where 
Imight at leaſt preſer ve my ſelf ſome Hours: r than by 
being ſhut up, as L may call it, in the Hold; Or, if I eſcaped 
theſe Dangersfor a Day, or two, what could expect but a 


miſerable Death of Cold and Hunger! I was four Hours 


cyery Moment to be my laſt, 5 ve 


1 Havz already told the Reader, that there were tvro 
firong Staples fixed upon that fide of my Box which had 
no Window, and into which the Servant who uſed to carry 
meon horſeback would put a leathern Bets, and buckle it a- 
bout his Waſte, Being in thisdifconſolate ſtate, I heard or 


fideof my Box where the Staples were fixed, and ſoon after 
Ibegan tu fancy that the Box was pulled, or towed along in 
the dea; for I now and then felt a ſort of tugging which 
made the Waves riſe near the tops of my Windows, leaving 
me almoſt in the dark. This gave me ſome faint hopes of 
Relief, although I was not able to imagine how it could be 
brought about. I ventured to .unſcrew. one of my Chairs, 
which were always faſtned to the Floor; and having made 
2 hard fhift to ſcrew it don again directly under the Slip- 
ping board that l had lately opened, I mounted on the Chair, 
and putting my Mouth as near as I could to the Hole, I eal- 
xd for help in a loud Voice, and inall the Languages lunder- 
food. I then faſtned my Handłker chief to a Stick } uiually 
curied, and thruſting it up the Hole, waved ir ſeveraltimes 
in the Air, that if any Boat or Ship Were near, the Samen 
_ conjecture ſome unhappy Mortal to be ſhut up im 
is Box, 


I Found no effect from all I could do, but plainly percei- 
ved my Cloſet to be moved along; and in thefpaceot an 
Hour, or better, that fide of the Box where the Staples were, 
and had no Window, ſtruck againſt ſomething that was 
a3] 17 a Se. N i 1v4 4 hard. 
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hard. I apprehended it to be a Rock, and found my ſelf. 


toſſed more than ever. Iplainly heard a Noiſe upon the Co- 
ver of my Cloſet, like that ot a Cable, and the grating of 


it as it paſſed through the Ring. I then found my ſelf 


hoiſted up by degreesatleaſt three Foot higher than I was 
before. Whereupon, 1 again thruſt up my Stick and Hand- 
kerchief, calling tor Help till I was almoſt hoarſe. In re- 
turn to which, 1 heard a great Shout repeated three times, 
giving meſuch Tranſports ot Joy as are not to be conceived 
but by thoſe who feel them. I now heard a trampling over 
my Head, and ſomebody calling through the Hole with a 
loud Voice in the Engl; Tongue; If there be any Body be- 
low let them ſpeak. I anſwered, I was an Engliſhman, 
drawn by ill Fertune into the greateſt Calamity that 
ever any Creature underwent, and begged, by all that 
was moving, to be delivered out of the Dungeon 1 
was in. The Voice replied, I was fate, for my Box 
was faſtned to their Ship ; and the Carpenter ſhould 
immediately come, and ſaw an Hole in the — 
enough to pull me out. I anſwered, that was 

and would take up too much time, for there was no 
more to be done, but let one of the Crew put his Fin- 
ger into the Ring, and take the Box out of the Sea in- 
to the Ship, and ſo into the Captain's Cabbin. Some 
of them upon hearing me talk. ſo wildly thought I was 
mad; others laughed; for indeed it never came into 
my head that I was now got among People of my 
own Stature and Strength. The Carpenter came, and 
in a few Minutes {awed a Paſſageabout four Foot ſquare, 
then let down a ſmall Ladder, upon which I mounted, 
and from thence was taken into the Ship in a very 
weak Condition. 


Tux Sailors were all in Amazement, and asked mes 
thouſand Queſtions, which I had no Inclination to an- 
ſwer. I was equally confounded at the Sight of ſo ma- 
ny Pigmies, for ſuch J took them to be, after having 
ſo long accuſtomed mine Eyes to the monſtrous Ob- 
jects I had leit. But the Captain, Mr. Thomas Wilcocks, 
an honeſt worthy Shropſhire Man, obſerving 1 was ready 

wy | to 


A Voyage to BROBDINENAG? 65 


to faint, took me into his Cabbin, gave me a Cordial to 
comfort me, and made me turn in upon his own Bed, ad- 
viſing me to take a little Reſt, of which I had great need. 
Before I went to ſleep I gave him to underſtand that 1 had 
ſome valuable Furniture in my Box too good to be loſt; a 
fne Hammock, an handfome Field-Bed, two Chairs, a 
Table and a Cabinet: That my Clotet was hung on all ſides, 
or rather quilted with Silk and Cotton: That if he would 
let one of the Crew bring my Cloſet into his Cabbin, I 
would open it there before him, and ſhew him my Goods. - 
The Captain hearing me utter theſe Abſurdities, concluded 
Iwas raving: However, (I ſuppoſe to pacify me) he pro- 
miſed to give Order as I deſired, and going upon Deck tent 
ſome of his Men down into my Clofet, from whence (as I 
afterwards found) they drew up all my Goods, and ſtrip 

off the Quiking; but the Chairs, Cabinet and Bed-ſted be- 
ing ſcrewed to the Floor, were much damaged by the Ig- 
norance of the Seamen, who tore them up by Force. Then 
they knocked off ſome of the Boards for the uſe of the 
Ship, and when they had got all they had a mind for, let 
the Hulk drop into the Sea, which by reaſon of many 
Breaches made in the bottom and tides, ſunk to rights. 
And indeed I was glad not to have been a Spectator of the 
2 they r becauſe I am confident 4.4 would have 
enſidly touched me, by bringing former P into m 
Mind, "which I had 4 ri wy F 


Iskryr ſome Hours, but perpetually diſturbed with 
Dreams of the Place I had left, and theDangers I had eſcap- 
ed. However, upon waking I found my ſelf much reco- 
vered. It was now about eight a Clock at Night, and the 
Captain ordered Supper immediately, thinking I had alrea- 
faſted too long. He entertained me with great Kindneſs, 
ooferving me not tolook wildly, or talk inconſiſtently ; and 
when we were left alone, deſired 1 would give him a Rela» 
tonot my Travels, and by what Accident I came to be ſet 
adrift in that monſtrous wooden Cheſi. He ſaid, that about 
twelve a Clock at Noon, as he was looking through his 
ſpied it at a diſtance, and thought it was a Sail, 
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which he had a mind to make, being not much out of his 
Courſe, in hopes of buying ſome Biſcuit, his own begin- 
ning to tall ſhort. That upon coming nearer, and finding 
his Error, he ſent out his Long-boat to diſcover what | was; 
that his Men came back ina Fright, ſwearing they had ſeen 
a ſwimming Houſe. That he laughed at their Folly, and 
went him ſelt in the Boat, ordering his Men to take a ſtro 
Cable along with them. That the Weather being calm, he 
rowed round me ſeveral times, obſerved my Windows, 
and the wire Lettices that defended them. That he diſco- 
vered two Staples upon one Side, which was all of Boards, 
without any Paſſage for Light. He then commanded his 
Men to row up to that Side, and faſtninga Cable to one of 
the Staples, ordered them to tow my Chett (as he called it) 
towards the Ship. When it was there, he gave Directions 
to faſten another Cable to the Ring fixed in the Cover, and 
to raiſe up my Cheſt with Pullies, which all the Sailors were 
not able todo above two or three Foot. He ſaid, they ſaw 
my Stick and Handkerchief thruſt out of the Hole, and 
concluded, that ſome unhappy Men muſt be ſhut up in the 
Cavity. Iasked whether he or the Crew had ſeen any pro- 
digious Birds in the Air about the time he firſt diſcovered 
me. To which he anſwered, that diſcourſing this Matter 
with the Sailors while I was aſleep, one of them ſaid he 
had obſerved three Eagles flying towards the North, but re- 
marked nothing of their being larger than the uſual Size, 
which I ſuppoſe muſt be imputed to the great Height they 
were at: And he could not gueſs the reaſon of my Queſtion, 
I then asked the Captain how far he reckoned we might be 
from Land; he faid, by the beſt Computation he could 
make, we were at leaſt an hundred Leagues, I aſſured 
him, that he muſt be miſtaken by almoſt half, for I had not 
left the Country from whenceI came about two Hours be- 
fore dropt into the Sea. Whereupon he began again to think 
that my Brain was diſturbed, of which he gave me a Hint, 
and adviſed me to goto Bed ina Cabbin he had provided, I 
aſſured him I was well refreſhed with his good Entertain. 
ment and Company, and as much in my Senſes as ever l 
was in my Life. He then grew ſerious, and deſired to ask 


me treely whether I were not troubled in Mind by the Con. 
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ſclouſneſs of ſome enormous Crime, for whichT was pu- 
niſhedat the Command of ſome Prince, by expoſing me in 
that Cheſt, as great Criminals in other Countries have been 
forced to Sea ina leaky Veſſel without Proviſions : For, al- 
though he ſhould be ſorry to have taken ſo ill a Man into his 
Ship, yet he would engage his Word to {et me ſafe on Shore 
in the firſt Port where we arrived. He added, that his Suſ- 

icions were much increaſed by ſome very abſurd Speeches 
I haddelivered at firſt tothe Sailors, and atterwards to him- 
ſelf, in relation tomy Cloſet or Cheſt, as well as by my odd 
Looks and Behaviour while I was at Supper. 


Iso his Patience to hear me tell my Story, which 
faithfully did from the laſt time I left England to the Mo- 
ment he firſt diſcovered me. And, as Truth always forceth 
its way into rational Minds ; ſo, this honeſt worthy Gen- 
tleman, who had ſome Tincture of Learning, and very 
good Senſe, was immediately convinced of my Candor 
and Veracity. But further to confirm all I had faid, J en- 
treated him to giveOrder that myCabinet ſhould be brought, 
of which 1 had the Key in my Pocket, (for he had already 
informed me how the Seamen diſpoſed of my Cloſet) Jo- 
pened it in his own Preſence, and ſhewed him the ſmall Col- 
lection of Rarities | made in the Country from whence I 
had been ſo ſtrangelydelivered. There was the Combl 


bad contrived out of the Stumps of the King's Beard, and 


another of the ſame Materials, but fixed into a Paring of 
her Majeſty's Thumb- nail, which ſerved for the Back. 
There was a Collection of Needles and Pins from a Foot to 
half a Yard long. Four Waſp Stings, like Joyners Tacks: 
Some Combings of the Queen's Hair: A gold Ring which 
one Day ſhe made mea Preſent of in a moſt obliging man- 
ner, r from her little Finger, and throwing it over 
my Head like a Collar. I deſired the Captain would pleaſe 
to accept this Ring in return ot his Civilities, which he ab- 
ſolutely refuſed. I ſnewed him a Corn that I had cut off 
with my own Hand from a Maid of Ionour's Toe, it was 
about the Bigneſs ot a Kentiſli Pippin, and grown ſo hard, 


that when I returned to England, I got it hollowed into a 


L 2 Cup 


Caar them well enough, But, when I ſpoke in that Coun- 


72 A Voyage to BROBDINGNAGY 


Cup and ſet in Silver. Laſtly, I defired him to ſee the 
2 I had then on, which were made of a Mouſe's 
Skin, | 


I could force nothing on him but a Footman's Tooth, 
which I obterved him to examine with great Curioſity, and 
found he hada Fancy for it, He received it with abundance 
of Thanks, more than ſuch a Trifle could deſerve. It was 
drawn by an unskilful Surgeon in a Miſtake from one of 
Glumdalclitchs Men, who was afflicted with the Tooth- 
ach, but it was as ſound as any in his Head, I got it clean- 
ed, and put it into my Cabinet. It was about a Foot long, 
and four Inches in Diameter. 


Tux Captain was very well ſatisfied with this plain Rela- 
tion I had given him; and ſaid, he hoped when we return- 
ed to England, I would oblige the World by putting it in 
Paper, and making it publick. My Anſwer was, that! 
thought we were already over-ſtocked with Books of Tra- 
vels. That nothing could now paſs which was not extraor- 
dinary, wherein I doubted ſome Authors leſs conſulted 
Truth than their own Vanity or Intereſt, or the Diverſion 
of ignorant Readers. That my Story could contain lite 
beſides common Events, without thoſe ornamental Deſcrip- 
tions of ſtrange Plants, Trees, Birds, and other Animals, 
or of thebarbarous Cuſtoms and Idolatry of ſavage People, 
with which moſt Writers abound. However, I thanked 
him for his good Opinion, and promiſcd to take the Matter 
into my Thoughts, | | 


He ſaid he wondered at one thing very much, which was 
to hear me ſpeak ſo loud, asking me whether the King or 
Queen of that Country were thick of Hearing, I told him 
It was what I had been uſed to for above two Years paſt, 
and that I admired as much at the Voices of him and bis 
Men, who ſeemed to me only to whiſper, and yet I could 


wy, 
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try, it was like a Man talking in the Street to another look- 
ing out from the Topot a Steeple, unleſs when I was placed 
ona Table, or held in any Perſon's Hand. I told him I had 
likewiſe obſerved another thing, that when I firſt got into 
the Ship, and the Sailors ſtood all about me, I though they 
were the moſt little contemptible Creatures I had ever be- 
held. For, indeed, whilel was in that Prince's Country, I 
could never endure to look in a Glaſs after mine Eyes had 
been accuſtomed to ſuch prodigious Objects, becauſe the 
Compariſon gave me ſo deſpicable a Conceit of my ſelf. 
The Captain iaid, that while we were at Supper, he obſerved 
me to look at every thing with a fort ot Wonder, and that 
loften ſeemed hardly able to contain my Laughter, which 
he knew not well how to take, but imputed it to ſome Diſ- 
order in my Brain. I anſwered, it was very true, and I 
wondered how I could forbear, when I aw his Diſhes of 
the Size of a Silver Three-pence, a Leg of Pork hardly a 
Mouthful, a Cup not fo big as a Nutſhell : And fo | went 
on, deſcribing t e reſt of his Houſhold-ſtuff and Proviſi- 
ons after the lame manner. For although the Queen had 
ordered alittle Equipage of all things neceſſary while I was 
in her Service, yet my Ideas were wholly taken up with 
what I ſaw on every fide of me, andI winked at my own 
Littleneſs as People do at their own Faults. The Captain 
underſtood my Raillery very well, and merrily replied with 
the old Engliſh Proverb, that he doubted mine Eyes were 
bigger than my Belly, for he did not obſerve my Stomach 
ſo good, although I had taſted all Day; and continuing in 
his Mirth, proteſting he would have gladly given an hundred 
Pounds to have ſeen my Cloſet in the Eagle's Bill, and after- 
wards in its Fall from ſo great an Height into the Sea; 
which would certainly have been a moſt aſtoniſhing Ob- 
ject, worthy to have the Deſcription of it tranſmitted to 
future Ages: And the Compariſon of Phaeton was fo ob- 
vious, that he could not forbear applying it, although I did 
not much admire the Conceit. 


Tax Captain having been at Tonquin, was in his return 


to England driven North eaſtward to the Latitude of 44 


Degrees, 


— — 


— — 
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Degrees, and of Longitude 143. But meeting a Trade 


Wind two Days after I came on board him, we failed South- 
ward a long time, and coaſting New-Holland kept our 
Courſe Weſt-ſouth-weſt, and then South · ſouth- weſt till we 
doubled the Cape of Good-hope. Our Voyage was very 
proſperous, but I ſhall not trouble the Reader with a Jour- 
nal of it. The Captain called in at one or two Ports and 
ſent in his Long-boat for Proviſions and freſh Water, but! 
never went out of the Ship till we came into the Downs, 
which was on the zd. Day of June 1706, about nine 
Months after my Eſcape. I offered to leave my Goods in 
Security for Payment of my Freight; but the Captain pro- 
teſted he would not receive one Farthing. We took kind 
leave of each other, and I made him promiſe he would 
come to ſee me at my Houle in Redriff. I hired a Horſe and 


Guide for five Shillings, which I borrowed of the Cap- 


As I was on the Road, obſerving the Littleneſs of the 
Houſes, the Trees, the Cattle and the People, I began to 
think my ſelf in Lillipur. I was afraid of trampling on 
every Traveller I met, and often called aloud to have them 
ſtandout of the way, ſo that I had like to have gotten one 
or two broken Heads for my Impertinence. | 


Wurm I cameto my own Houſe, for which was forced 
to enquire, one of the Servants opening the Door, I bent 
down to go in (like a Gooſeundera Gate) for fear of ſtrik- 
ing my Head. My Wife ran out to embrace me, but I 
ſtooped lower than her Knees, thinking ſhe could other- 
wiſe never be able to reach my Mouth. My Daughter 
kneeled to ask me Bleſſing, but I could not ſee her till ſhe 
aroſe, having been ſo long uſed to ſtand with my Head and 
Eyes erect toabout ſixty Foot; and then I went to take her 
up with one Hand, by the Waſte. Tlooked downupon the 
Servants and one or two Friends who were in the Houſe, 
as if they had been Pigmies, and Ia Giant. I told my Wite 
ſhe had been too thrifty, for I found ſhe had ſtarved her — 
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and her Daughter to nothing. In ſhort, I behaved my 


ſelf ſo unaccountably, that they were all of the Captain's 
Opinion when he firſt ſaw me, and concluded I had loft 
my Wits. This I mention as an Inſtance of the great 
Power of Habit and Prejudice. 


In a little time I and my Family and Friends came 
to a right Underſtanding : But my Wife proteſted I 
ſhould never go to Sea any more; although my evil 
Deſtiny ſo ordered that ſhe had not Power to hinder 
me, as the Reader may know hereafter. In the mean 
time I here conclude the Second Part of my ynfortu- 
nate Voyages. 


The End of the Second Part. 
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CHAP. I. 
the Author ſets ont on bis Third Voyage, is taken by 


Pyrates. The Malice of a Dutch-man. His Arrivat 
at an Iſland. He is received into LAN UTA. 


r 
N e 
6 | 5 = 
„Ie 


Had not been at Home above ten 
Days, when Captain Witiam Ro- 
binſon,a Corniſh Man, Commander 
of the Hopetel, a ſtout Ship of 
Three Hundred Tuns, came to 
| my Houſe. I had formerly been 
ID Surgeon of another Ship where 
— ͤ — be was Maſter, and a fourth p 
Owner, in a Voyage to the Levant; He had always 
treated me more like a Brother than an inferior Offi- 
cer, and hearing of my Atrival made me a Viſit, as 
*pprehended only out of Friendſhip, for nothing paſſed 
| B | 


more 
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more than what is uſual after long Abſences. But re- 
peating his Viſits often, expreſſing his Joy to find me 
in good Health, asking whether I were now ſettled for 
Life, adding that he intended a Voyage to the Eaſt- 
Indies, in two Months; At laſt he plainly invited me, 
though with ſome Apologies, to be Surgeon of the 
Ship; that I ſhould have another Surgeon under me 


beſides our two Mates; that my Sallary ſhould be 
double to the uſual Pay; and that _— experienced 
my Knowledge in Sea-Affairs to be at 

- his, he would enter into _ E 


eaſt equal to 
gement to follow 


my Advice, as much as if I had Share in the Com- 


mand. | | 


He ſaid ſo many other obliging Things, and J 


knew him to be ſo honeſt a Man, that I could not re- 


ject his Propoſal ; the Thirſt I had of ſeeing the World, 
_ notwithſtanding my 


Misfortunes, continuing as 
violent as ever. The only Difficulty that remained, 
was to perſuade my Wife, whoſe Conſent: however! 
at laſt obtained by the Proſpect of Advantage ſhe pro- 


poſed to her Children. 


W x ſet out the 5th Day of Auguſt, I 706. and arrived 
at Fort St. George, the 11th of April 1707. ſtayed there 
three Weeks to refreſh our Crew, many of whom were 
fick. From thence we went to Tonquin, where the 
Captain refolved to continue ſome Time, becauſe many 
of the Goods he intended to.buy were not ready, nor 
could he expect to be diſpatched in ſome Months. 
Therefore in * to defray ſome of the Charges he 
muſt be at, he bought a Sloop, loaded it with ſeveral 
Sorts of Goods, wherewith the Tonquineſe uſually trade 
to the Neighbouring Iflands, and putting Fourteen Men 


on Board, whereof three were of the Country, he ap- 


„ 


pointed me Maſter of the Sloop, and gave me Power 
to Traffick for two Months, While he tranſacted his 


Affairs at Tonquin. 


4 an 4 
* 
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We had not Sailed above three Days, when a great 
Storm ariſing, we were driven five Days to the North- 
North-Eaſt, and then to the Eaſt, after which we had 
fair Weather, but ſtill with a pretty ſtrong Gale from 
the Weſt. Upon the tenth Day we were chaſed by two 
Pyrates, who ſoon overtook us; for my Sloop was ſo 
deep loaden, that ſhe failed very flow, neither were we 
in a Condition to defend our ſelves. 


WE were boarded about the ſame time by both the 
Pyrates, who enter'd furiouſly at the Head of their 
Men, but finding us all proſtrate upon our Faces, (for 
ſo I gave order,) they pinioned us with ſtrong Ropes, 
and ſetting a Guard upon us, went to ſearch the 
Sloop. | 


I obſerved among them a Dutch-man, who ſeemed 


to be of ſome Authority, though he was not Com- 


mander of either Ship. He knew us by our Counte- 
nances to be Englif-Men, and jabbering to us in his 
own Language, ſwore we ſhould be tyed Back to 
Back, and thrown into the Sea. I ſpoke Dutch tolera- 
bly well ; I rold him who we were, and begging him 
in Conſideration of our being Chriſtians and Proteſtants, 
of neighbouring Countries, in ſtrict Alliance, that he 
would move the Captains to take ſome Pity on us. 
This inflamed his Rage, he repeated his Threatnings, 
and turning to his Companions, ſpoke with great Ve- 
hemence, in the Fapaneſe Language, as I ſuppoſe, often 
uſing the Word Chriſtians. 


Tu largeſt of the two Pyrate Ships was Command- 
ed by a Fapaneſe Captain, who ſpoke a little Dutch, 
but very imperfectly. He came up to me, and after 
ſeveral Queſtions, which I anſwered in great Humility, 
he faid we ſhould not dye. I made the Captain a very 
low Bow, and then turning to the Dutch-man, ſaid, I 
was ſorry to find more Mercy in a Heathen, than in a 
Brother Chriſtian. But I had ſoon Reaſon to repent 
thoſe fooliſh Words; for that malicious Reprobate, 
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having often endeavoured in vain to perſuade both the 
Captains that I might be thrown into the Sea, (which 
they would not yield to after the Promiſe made me, 
that I ſhould not dye) however prevailed ſo far as to 
have a Puniſhment inflicted on me, worſe in all human 
Appearance than Death it ſelf. My Men were ſent by 
an equal Divifion into both the Pyrate Ships, and my 
Sloop new manned. As to my If, it was determined 
that I ſhould be ſet a drift, in a ſmall Canoe, with 
Paddles and a Sail, and four Days Proviſions, which 
laſt the #apaneſe Captain was ſo kind to double out of 
his own Stores, and would permit no Man to ſearch 
me. I got down into the Canoe, while the Dutch-man 
ſtanding upon the Deck, loaded me with all the Cur- 
ks and injurious Terms his Language could afford. 


As or an Hour before we ſaw the Pyrates, I had 
taken an Obſervation, and found we were in the 
Latitude of 46. N. and of Longitude 183. When] 
was at ſome Diſtance from the Pyrates, I diſcovered 
by my Pocket Glaſs ſeveral Iſlands to the South-Eaſt, 
I ſet me Sail, the Wind being fair, with a Deſign 
to reach the neareſt of thoſe Iſlands, which I made a 
ſhift to do in about three Hours. It was all Rocky, 
however I got many Birds Eggs, and ſtriking Fire, 1 
kindled fome Heath and dry Sea Weed, by which! 
roaſted my Eggs. I eat no other Supper, being reſol- 
ved to ſpare my Proviſions as much as I could. 1 
paſſed the Night under the ſhelter of a Rock, ftrow- 
ing ſome Heath under me, and ſlept pretty well. 


Tur next Day I failed to another Iſland, and 
thence to a Third and Fourth, ſometimes ufing my 
Sail, and ſometimes my Paddles. But not to trouble 
the Reader with a particular Account of my Diſtreſſes, 
Jer it fuffice that on the 5th Day, I arrived at the laſt 
Hand in my Sight, which lay South-South-Eaft to 
the former, | N | 
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Tx1s Iſland was at a greater diſtance than I ex- 
Red, and I did not reach it in leſs than five Hours. 
encompaſſed it almoſt round before I could find a 
convenient Place to land in, which was a ſmall Creek, 
about three Times the wideneſs of my Canoe, I found 
the Iſland to be all rocky, only a little intermingled 
with Tufts of Grafs, and ſweet ſmelling Herbs. I 
took out my ſmall Proviſtons, and after having re- 
freſhed myſelf, I ſecured the Remainder in a Cave, 
whereof there were great Numbers. I gathered plenty 
of Eggs upon the Rocks, and got a Quantity of dry 
Sea-weed, and parched Graſs, which I deſigned to 
kindle the next Day, and roaſt my Eggs as well as I 
could. (For I had about me my Flint, Steel, Match, 
and Burning-Glaſs.) I lay all Night in the Cave 
where I had lodged my Proviſions. My Bed was the 
fame dry - Graſs and Sea-weed which I intended for 
Fewel, I flepr very little, for the Diſquiets of my 
Mind prevailed over my Wearineſs, and kept me 
awake. I conſidered how impoſlible it was to pre- 
ſerve my Life, in ſo deſolate a Place, and how miſe- 
table my End muſt be. Yet I found my ſelf ſo liſt- 
leſs and deſponding, that I had not the Heart to riſe, 
and before I could get Spirits enough to creep out of 
my Cave, the Day was far advanced. I walked a 
while among the Rocks, the Sky was perfectly clear, 
and the Sun ſo hot, that I was forced to turn my 
Face from it: When all on a ſudden it became obſcur- 
ed, as I thought, in a manner very different from 
what happens by the Interpoſition of a Cloud. 1 
turned back, a rceived a vaſt Opake Body be- 
tween me and the Sun, moving forwards towards the 
Iſland : It ſeemed to be about two Miles high, and 
hid the Sun fix or ſeven Minutes, but I did not ob- 
ſerve the Air to be much colder, or the Sky more 
darkned, than if I had ſtood under the Shade of a 
Mountain. As it approached nearer over the Place 
where I was, it appeared to be a firm Subſtance, the 
Bottom flat, ſmooth, and ſhining very bright from 
the Reflection of the Sea below. I ſtood upon A, 
Height 
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Height about two hundred Vards from the Shoar, and 
ſaw this vaſt Body deſcending almoſt to a Parallel 
with me, at leſs than an Engliß Mile diſtance, 1 
took out my Pocket-PerſpeCtive, and could plainly 
diſcover Numbers of People moving up and down the 
Sides of it, which appeared to be Sloping, but what 
thoſe People were doing, I was not able to diſtinguiſh, 


Tu E natural Love of Life gave me ſome inward 
Motions of Joy, and I was ready to entertain a Hope, 
that this Adventure might ſome way or other help to 
deliver me from the deſolate Place and Condition I 
was in. But at the ſame Time the Reader can hard- 
ly conceive my Aſtoniſhment, to behold an Iſland in 
the Air, inhabited by Men, who were able (as it 
ſhould ſeem) to raiſe, or ſink, or put it into a Pro- 
greſſive Motion, as they pleaſed. But not being at 
that Time in a Diſpoſition to Philoſophiſe upon this 
Phenomenon, I rather choſe to obſerve what Courſe 
the Iſland would take, becauſe it ſeemed for a while 
to ſtand ſtill. Vet ſoon after it advanced nearer, and 
I could ſee the Sides of it, encompaſſed with ſeveral 
Gradations of Gallerys and Stairs, at certain Intervals, 
to deſcend from one to the other. In the loweſt Gal- 
lery, I beheld ſome People Fiſhing with long Angling 
Rods, and others looking on. I waved my Cap, (for 
my Hat was long ſince worn out,) and my Handker- 
chief towards the Iſland ; and upon its nearer approach, 
I called and ſhonted with the utmoſt ſtrength of my 
Voice; and then looking circumſpectly, I beheld a 
Crowd gathered to that Side which was moſt in my 
View. I found by theif pointing towards me and to 
each other, that they plainly diſcovered me, although 
they made no return to my ſhouting. But I could ſee 
four or five Men running in great haſt up the Stairs to 
the Top of the Iſland, who then diſappeared. I hap- 
pened rightly to conjecture, that theſe were ſent for 
— to ſome Perſon in Autliority upon this Occa- 

on. 


THE 
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Tx E number of People encreaſed, and in leſs than 
Half an Hour, the Iſland was moved and raiſed in ſuch 
a Manner, that the loweſt Gallery appeared in a Parallel 
of leſs than an Hundred Yards diſtance from the Height 
where I ſtood. I then put my ſelf into the moſt ſup- 
licating Poſtures, and ſpoke in the humbleſt Accent, 
ut received no Anſwer. Thoſe who ſtocd neareſt over- 
againſt me; ſeemed to he Perſons of Diſtinction, as 1 
25 oſed by their Habit. They conferred 1 
with each other, looking often upon me. At lengt 
one of them called out in a clear, polite, ſmooth Dia- 
le, not unlike in Sound to the Italian; and there- 
fore I returned an Anſwer in that Language, hoping 
at leaſt that the Cadence might be more agreeable to 
his Ears. Although neither of us underſtood the 
other, yet my Meaning was eaſily known, for the 
People ſaw the Diſtreſs I was in. 


THE y made Signs for me to come down from the 
Rock, and go towards the Shoar which I accord- 
ingly did; and the flying Iſland being raiſed to a 
convenient Height, the Verge directly over me, a 
Chain was let down from the loweſt Gallery, with a 
Seat faſtned to the Bottom, to which I fixed my ſelf, 


aud was drawn up by Pullies. 
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CHAP. II. 


The Humours and Diſpoſtions of the LavuTrANS de 

feribed. An Account of their Learning. Of the King 
and his Court. The Authors Reception there. The In- 
habitants ſubject to Fears and Diſquietudes. An As- 
count of the Women. 


T my alighting I was ſurrounded by a Crowd 
A of People, but thoſe who ſtood neareſt ſeem- 
ed to be of better Quality. They beheld me 
with all the Marks and Circumſtances of Wonder, 
neither indeed was I much in their Debt ; having ne- 
ver till then ſeen a Race of Mortals ſo ſingular in their 
Shapes, Habits, and Countenances. Their Heads were 
all reclined either to the Right, or the Left ; one of 
their Eyes turned inward, and the other directly up 
to the Zenith. Their outward Garments were adorn- 
ed with the 455 of Suns, Moons, and Stars, 
interwoven with thoſe of Fiddles, Flutes, H 
Trumpets, Guittars, Harpſicords, and many more 
ſtruments of Muſick, unknown to us in Europe. I ob- 
ſerved here and there many in the Habit of Servants, 
with a blown Bladder faſtned like a Flayl to the end 
of a ſhort Stick, which they carried in their Hands. 
In each Bladder was a ſmall Quantity of dryed Peaſe 
or little Pebbles, ( as I was afterwards informed.) 
With theſe Bladders they now and then flapped the 
Mouths and Ears of thoſe who ſtood near them, of 
which Practice I could not then conceive the Mean- 
ing; It ſeems, the Minds of theſe People are ſo ta- 
ken up with theſe intenſe Speculations, that they 
neither can ſpeak, nor attend to the Diſcourſes of 
others, without being rouzed by ſome external Tacti- 
on upon the Organs of Speech and Heating Fax 
whic 
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which Reaſon, thoſe Perſons who are able to afford 


it always keep a Flapper, (the Original is Climenole) in 
their — ances their — ks 2 
walk abroad or make Vifits: without him. And the 
Buſineſs of this Officer is, when Two or-Thtee more 
Perſons are in Company, gently to ſtrike with his 
Bladder the. Mouth of him who is to fpeak, and the 
Right Ear of him or them to whom the er ad- 
dreſſeth himſelf. This Flapper is likewiſe employed di- 
ligently to attend his Maſter in his Walks, and 
upon occafion to give him a ſoft Flap on his Eyes, 
becauſe he is always ſo wrapped up in Cogitation, 
that he is in manifeſt danger f falling down ever) 
Precipice, and bouncing his Head againſt every Poſt, 
and in the Streets, of Juſtling others, or being Juſtled 
himſelf into the Kenne. ER 


Ir was neceſſary to give the Reader this Informa- 
tion, without which he would be at the ſame Loſs 
with me, to underſtand the Proceedings of theſe Peo- 
ple, as they conducted me up the Stairs, to the T 
of the Iſland, and from thence to the Royal Palace. 
While we were Aſcending, they forgot ſeveral-Times 
what they were about, and left me to my ſelf, till 
their Memories were again rouzed by their Flappers ; 
For they appeared altogether unmoved-by the Sight 
of my Foreign Habit and Countenance, and by the 
Shouts of the Vulgar, whoſe Thoughts and Minds were 
more diſengaged. e | 


Ar laſt we entred the Palace, and proceeded into 
the Chamber of Preſence, where I ſaw the King ſeat- 


ed on his Throne, attended on each fide by Perſons of 


Prime Quality. Before the- Throne, was a large 
Table filled with Globes and Spheres, and Mathema- 
tical Inftruments of all kinds. His Majeſty took not 
the leaſt Notice of us, although our Entrance was 
not without ſufficient Noiſe, by the Concourſe of all 
Perſons belonging to the Court. But, he was then 
deep in a Problem, and py attended at leaſt an —— 

efote 
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before he could ſolve it. 2 — him on each 
fide, a yo P , Wi ps in eir Hands, and 
when they ow — ah at Leiſure, one of them gently 
truck his Mouth, and the other his Right Ear; at 
which he ſtarted like one awaked on the ſudden, and 
looking towards me, and the Company I was in, re- 
collecte d the Occaſion of our coming, whereof he had 
been informed before. He ſpoke ſome Words, where. 
upon immediately a young Man with a Flap came up 
to my fide, and flapt me gently on the Right Ear, 
but I made Signs as well as I could, that I had no 
occaſion for ſuch an Inſtrument ; which as I afterwards 
found gave His Majeſty and the whole Court a very 
mean Opinion of my Underftanding. The King, 2 
far as I could conjecture, asked me ſeveral Queſtions, 
and I addreſſed my ſelf to him in all the Languages! 
had. When ir was found, that I could neither under- 
ſtand nor be underſtood, I was conducted by the 
King's order to an Apartment in his Palace,(this Prince 
being diſtinguiſhed above all his Predeceſſors for his 
Hoſpitality to Strangers,) where two Servants were ap- 
ointed to attend me. My Dinner was brought, and 
our Perſons of Quality, whom I remembred to hae 
ſeen very near the King's Perſon, did ine the Honont: 
to dine with me. We had two Courſes, of tluee 
Diſhes each. In the firſt Courſe, there was a Shoul- 
der of Mutton, cut into a Æquilateral Triangle, a piece 
of Beef into a Rhomboides, and a Pudding into 2 
Cycloid. The ſecond Courſe was two Ducks, truſſel 
up into the Form of Fiddles ; Sauſages and Puddings, 
reſembling Flutes and Haut-boys, and a Breaft of 
Veal in the ſhape of a Harp. The Servants cut our 
Bread into Cones, Cylinders, Parallelograms, and ſe- 
veral other Mathematical Figures, | 


 WuniLE we were at Dinner, I made bold to ask the 
Names of ſeveral Things in their Language, and. thoſc 
Noble Perſons, by the Aſſiſtance of their Plappers, de- 
lighted to Bie me Anſwers, hoping to raiſe my Ad- 
miration of their great Abilities, if I could be brought 

| e 0 
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to Converſe with them. I was ſoon able to call for 
Bread, and Drink, or whatever elſe I wanted. 


ArrEA Dinner my Company withdrew, . and a 
Perfon was ſent to me by the —_— Order, attended 
by a Flapper. He brought with him Pen, Ink, and 
r, and three or four Books, giving me to under- 
ſtand by Signs, that he was ſent to teach me the Lan- 
We fat together four Hours, in which Time 

I wrote down a great Number of Words in Columns, 
with the Tranſlations over againſt them. I likewiſe 
made a Shift to learn ſeveral ſhort Sentences. For my 
Tutor would order one of my Servants to fetch ſome- 
thing, to turn about, to make a Bow, to fit, or ſtand, 
or. walk, and the like. Then I took down the Sen- 
tence in writing. He ſhewed me alſo in one of his 
Books, the Figures of the Sun, Moon, and Stars, the 
zodiack, the Tropics, and Polar Circles, together with 
the Denominations of many Figures of Planes and So- 
lids. He gave me the Names and Deſcriptions of all 
the Muſical Inſtruments,” and the general Terms of 
Art in playing on each of them. After he had left 
me, I placed all my Words with their Interpretations 
in Alphabetical Order. And thus in a few Days, by 
the Help of a very faithful Memory, I got ſome In- 


Tu x Word, which I interpret the Flying or Floating 
land, is in the Original, Laputa, — 
never learn the true Etymology. Lap in the old ob- 
ſolete Language fignifieth High, and Untub a Governor, 
from which they ſay by Corruption was arrived La- 
puta from Lapuntub. But I do not approve of this 
Derivation, which ſeems to be a little ſtrained. I ven- 
tured to offer to the Learned among them a Conjecture 
of my own, that Laputa was quaſs Lap auted; Lap 
nifying properly the dancing of the Sun Beams in th 
Sea, and outed a Wing, which however I ſhall not ob- 
nude, but ſubmit to the Judicious Reader. 


Ca THOSE 
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TROSR — rt ens owns entruſted me, ob- 
ſerving how ill I was clad, ordered a Tay er to Come 
next Morning, and take m dare fo or a Suit of 
Cloaths. , This Ope rator did his Office after a different 
— — Europe: He firſt 
took my Altitude = 2 ge 5 — then with Rule 
and Compaſſes, the Dimenſions and Out- 
ery: anger e 
— Cloarhs very ill 


— 4 — in Six Days 
quite out A. —— — 
= A \ Figuein in the Calc — 8 my 
ſuch ih Accidenn very Feuer 


lk egg; * | 
Drin my Enelinerhine. for want of Clone 


and by an alen my Tae that held me ſome Days longer, 
I — onaryg and when I went 
next to Court, — undertand many Things the 


King ſpoke, Top to — him ſome kind of 
hs Nhajeſty had given-Orders' that the-Ifland Thonld 
ond ona Lan by Eaſt, to the Vertical Point 
over 'Eapado, che lis of rhe whole Ki zdom 
below upon the firm Barth: It was Ninety Leagoe 
diſtant, and our your laſted four Days and an Half. 
I was not in ꝓhe leaſt *oE the progreſnve Motion 
made in the Air by the Iſland e On the: ond Moin- 
ing about Eleven a Clock, the King himſelf in Per- 
fon, attended by his Nobility, Courtiers, arid Officer, 
tepared all their Mnfical Inſtruments, ed 
m fbr three Hours without Intermiſſion, ſo that 
Ton was quite ſtunned with æhe Noiſe ; Neither: could! 
poflibly gueſs the N till my Tutor informed me. 
He ſaid that the People of their Ifland. had their Ears 
ted to hear tlie Muſfick of the S ich al- 
ways played at certain ꝙꝓerlods, and de Coche was now 
prepared. to bear their nen what: ever inſtrument 
or wann. | | * 1.9” gan 
5 1 1 tidy; A8 2 
I our un ann $i the © tal City, 
His Majeſty ordered * Illand — flop over 
certain 


3182 8 F 


L 


7 


1 5 


1 


8 


Ition 


| 75 09: can we Which is ſeldom. t 


4 Voyage to L:aruraA, ee. 


13 
certain Towns and Villages, from whence he might re- 
ceire the Petitions of his Subjects. And to this Pur. 
ſe ſevxeral Packthreads were let down with ſmall 
—— On theſe Packthreads the 
— ng their Petitions, which mounted up di- 
12 like A ſcraps of Paper faſtned by School-boys 
at — End of the String that holds their Kite: Some- 
times we received Wine and Victuals from A 
were drawn up by Pullys. v 2412 4 | 


Taz Kn L had i in . 

cid owing icing cheir Phraſeolog gore mo 
depended much upon that Science and ck; and 
in the latter I was not unskilled. Their Ideas are 
petually converſant in Lines and Figures. If 
would, for Example, praiſe the of a Woman 

or any other Animal, e it by Rhombs, Cir- 
cles, Parallelograms pſes, and other Geometrical 
Terms, or by 1 Art drawn from Muſick, need- 
leſs here to repeat. I obſerved in the Ki s Kitcheti 
all ſorts of Mathematical and Muſical In ents, af- 
ter the Figures of which — — 0p 2 chat 
were: ed to His MES 


very ill built, ah malls Bevil 


Ti KIA x Houſes ar W 
out one Ri Angle Apartment, 'f 
defect ariſerh — the Co they bear to practical 


Geometry ; which they deſpiſe as Vulgar and Mecha- 
nick, thoſe Inſtructions they give being too refined 
forthe IntelleQuals of their Workmen, which occaſi- 
ons perpetual Miſtakes. And although they are dex- 
terous enough upon a Piece of Paper in the manage- 
ment of the Rut the Pencil and the Divider, yet in 
the common Actions and Behaviour of Life; 1 have 
not ſeen a more clumſy, awkward, and unhandy· Peo- 
ple, nor fo flow and perplexed in their Conceptions 
upon all other Subjects, except thoſe of Mathematicks 
and Muſick. They are very bad Reaſoners, and vehe- 
ſree'to Oppoſition, unleſs when th tv 
ir ca 

33 
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Imagination, Fancy, and Invention, they are whol- 
ly Strangers to, nor have any Words in their Lan- 


— compaſs of their Thoughts and Minds being ſhut 
up within the two forementioned Sciences. at 


Mos r of them, aad eſpecially thoſe who deal in 
the Aſtronomical Part, have t Faith in Judicial 
Aſtrology, although they are aſhamed to own it pub- 
lickly. But, what I chiefly admired, and thought 

r unaccountable, was the ſtrong Diſpoſition 
I obſerved in them towards News and Politicks, _ 
petually enquiring into Publick Affairs, giving their 
Judgments in Matters of State; and paſſionately dif- 
puting every Inch of a Party Opinion. I have indeed 
obſer ved the ſame Diſpoſition among moſt of the Ma- 
thematicians I have known in Europe, although I could 
never diſcover the leaſt Analogy between the two 
Sciences: unleſs thoſe People fuppoſe, that becauſe 
the ſmalleſt Circle hath as Degrees as the largeſt, 
therefore the Regulation an Management of the 
World require no more Abilities than the handling 
and turning of a Globe, But, I rather take this Qua- 
liry to ſpring from a very common Infirmity of Hu- 
man'Narure, inclining us to he more curious and con- 
ceited in Matters where we have leaſt Concern, and 
for which we are leaſt adapted either by Study or 


Tus People are under continual Diſquietudes, 
never enjoying a Minute's Peace of Mind; and their 
Diſturbances proceed from Cauſes which very little 
affect the reſt of Mortals. Their Apprehenſions ariſe 
from ſevetal Changes they dread in the Celeftial Bo- 
dies. For Inſtance ; that the Earth by the continual 
Approaches of the Sun towards it, muſt in courſe of 
Time be abſorbed or ſwallowed up. That the Face 
of the Sun will by Degrees be encruſted with Effluvia, 
and give no more Light to the World. That the 
Earth very narrowly eſcaped a bruſh from the Tail - 


— 


by which thoſe Ideas can be expreſſed; tho 
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the laſt Comet, which would have infallibly reduced 
it to Aſnes; and that the next, which they have 
calculated for one and Thirty Years hence, will pro- 
bably deſtroy us. For, if in its Perihelion it ſhould 
approach within a certain Degree of the Sun, (as b 
their Calculations they have reaſon to dread) it will 
conceive a Degree of Heat Ten Thouſand Times more 
intenſe than that of Red-hot glowing Iron ; and in 
its Abſence from the Sun, carry a Blazing Tail Ten 
Hundred Thouſand and Fourteen Miles long ; through 
which if the Earth ſhould paſs at the Diſtance of one 
Hundred Thouſand Miles from the Nucleus or main 
Body of the Comet, it muſt in its Paſſage be ſet on 
Fire, and reduced to Aſhes. That the Sun daily 
ſpending its Rays without any Nutriment to ſup- 

ly them, will at laſt be wholly conſumed and anni- 
ſlated ; which muſt be attended with the Deſtruction 


of this Earth, and of all the Planets that receive their 


Light from it. 


Tu E V are ſo ally alarmed with the Appre- 
henſions of theſe and the like impending Dangers, 
that they can neither ſleep quietly in their Beds, nor 
have any Reliſh for the common Pleaſures and Amuſe- 
ments of Life. When they meet an Acquaintance in 
the Morning, the firſt Queſtion is about the Suns Health, 
how he looked at his Setting and Riſing, and what 
Hopes they have to avoid the Stroak of the approach- 
ing Comet. This Converſation they are apt to run in- 
to with the ſame Temper that Boys diſcover, in delight- 
ing to hear terrible Stories of Spirits and Hobg blins, 
- ich they greedily liſten to, and dare not go to Bed 
or Fear. | | 


Tux Women of the Iſland have Abundance of Vi- 
vacity ; they contemn their Husbands, and are exceed- 
ingly fond of Strangers, whereof there is always a 
conſiderable Number from the Continent below, at- 
_ tending at Court, either upon Affairs of the ſeveral 
Towns and Corporations, or their own particular Oc- 
caſions, 


ka ; b 
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eaſions, but are much deſpiſed, becauſe they want the 
ſame Endowments. Among theſe the Ladies chuſe 
their Gallants: But the Vexation is, that they act with 
too much Eaſe and Security, for the — is always 
ſo rapt in Speculation, that the Miſtreſs and Lover may 
proceed to the greateſt Familiarities before his Face, if 
be be but provided with Paper and Implements, and 
without his Flapper at his Side. 


Tux Wives and Daughters lament their Confine- 
ment to the Iſland, although I think it the moſt deli. 
cious Spot of Gronnd in the World; and although they 
live here in the greateſt Plenty and Magnificence, and 
are allowed to do whatever they pleaſe, they long to 
ſee the World, and take the Diverſions of the Metro- 
polis, which they are not allowed to do without a par- 
Fcalar Licence from the King; and this is not eaſy to 
be obtained, becauſe the P of Quality, have found 
by frequent Experience, how hard it is to perſuade 
their Women to return from below. I was told that a 
great Court Lady, who had ſeveral Children, is mar- 
ryed to the Prime Minifter, the richeſt Subject in the 
Kingdom, a very 12 Perſon, extremely fond of 
her, and lives in the fineſt Palace of the Iſland, went 
down to Lagado, on the Pretence of Health, there hid 
her ſelf for ſeveral Months, till the King ſent a War- 
rant to ſearch for her, and ſhe was found in an obſcure 
Eating Houſe all in Rags, having pawned her Cloaths 
to maintain an old deformed Foot-man, who beat her 
every Day, and in whoſe Company ſhe was taken much 
againſt hey Will. And although her Husband received 
her with all poſſible Kindneſs, and without the leaf: 
Reproach, the ſoon after contrived to ſteal down again 
with all her Jewels, to the ſame Gallant, and hath not 


* 


been heard of ſince. 


Turs may perhaps paſs with the Reader rather for 
an European or. Engliſh Story, than for one of a Country 
ſo remote. But he may pleaſe to conſider, that the Ca- 


prices of Womt nkind are not limited by any e 
x 
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Nation, and that they are much more uniform than 
can be eaſily imagined. | | 


In about a Months Time, I had made a tolerable 
roficiency in their Language, and was able to anſwer 
moſt of the King's Queſtions, when I had the Honour 
to attend him. His Majeſty diſcovered not the leaſt 
Curioſity to enquire into the Laws, Government, Hiſ- 
tory, Religion, or Manners of the Countries where J 
had been, but confined his Queſtions to the ſtate of 
Mathematicks, and received the Account I gave him, 
with great Contempt and Indifference, though often 
rouzed by his Flapper on each fide. 


D CHAP. 
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CHAP. III. 


A Phenomenon ſolved by modern Philoſophy and Aſtronomy. 
The Laputians great Improvements in the latter. The 


King's Method of ſuppreſſing Inſurrections. 


Deſired leave of this Prince to ſee the Curioſities 

of the Ifland, which he was graciouſly pleaſed 
to grant, and ordered my Tutor to attend me. 1 
chiefly wanted to know to what Cauſe in Art or in 
Nature, it owed its ſeyeral Motions, whereof I will 
now give a Philoſophical Account to the Reader. 


Tu x Flying or Floating Iſland is exactly circular, 
its Diameter 7837 Yards, or about four Miles and an 
Half, and conſequently contains Ten Thouſand Acres. 
It is Three Hundred Yards thick. The Bottom or un- 
der Surface, which appears to thoſe who view it from 
below, is one even regular Plate of Adamant, ſhoot- 
ing up to the Height of aboye two Hundred Yards. 
Above it lye the ſeveral Minerals in their uſual order, 
and over all is a Coat of rich Mould ten or twelve 
Foot deep, - This Declivity of the upper Surface, 
from the Circumference to the Center, is the natural 
Cauſe why all the Dews and Rains which fall upon 
the Iſland, are conveyed in ſmall Rivulers towards the 
middle, where they are emptyed into four large Ba- 
ſons, each of about Half a Mile in Circuit, and Two 
Hundred Yards diftant from the Center. From theſe 
Baſons the Water is continually exhaled by the Sun 
in the Day Time, which efectuelly prevents their 
overflowing. Beſides, as it is in the Power of the 
Monarch to raiſe the Iſland above the Region of 

Clouds and Vapours, he can prevent the faling of 
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Dews and Rains when ever he pleaſes. For the high 
eſt Clouds cannot riſe above two Miles, as Naturaliſts 
agree, at leaſt they were never known to do in that 


Country. 


Ar the Center of the Iſland there is a Chaſm about 
fifty Yards in Diameter, from whence the Aſtrono- 
mers deſcend into a large Dome, which is therefore 
called Flandona Gagnole, or the Aſtronomers Cave, ſci- 
tuated at the Depth of a Hundred Yards beneath the 
upper Surface of the Adamant. In this Cave are 
twenty Lamps continually burning, which from the 
Reflection of the Adamant caſt a ſtrong Light into 
every Part. The place is ſtored with great variety of 
Sextants, Quadrants, Teleſcopes, Aſtrolabes, and other 
Aſtronomical Inſtruments. Burt the greateſt Curioſi- 
ty, upon which the Fate of the Iſland depends, is a 
Load-ſtone of a prodigious Size, in Shape reſembling 
a Weavers Shuttle. Ir is in length fix Yards, and in 
the thickeſt Part at leaſt three Yards over. This Mag- 
net is ſuſtained by a very ſtrong Axle of Adamant 

g through its middle, upon which it plays, and 
is poized ſo exactly that the weakeſt Hand can turn 
it. It is hooped round with an hollow Cylinder of 
Adamant, four Foot deep, as many thick, and twelve 
Yards in Diameter, placed Horizontally, and ſupport- 
ed by eight Adamantine Feet, each fix Yards high. 
In the middle of the Concave fide there is a Groove 
twelve Inches deep, in which the Extremities of the 
= are lodged, and turned round as there is occa- 

on. 

TH E Stone cannot be moved from its Place by any 
Force, becauſe the Hoop and its Feet are one conti- 
nued Piece with that Body of Adamant which con- 
ſtitutes the Bottom of the Iſland. 


By Means of this Load-ſtone, the Iſland is made 
to riſe and fall, and move from one place to another. 
For, with reſpect to that Part of the Earth over which 

8 the 
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the Monarch preſides, the Stone is endued at one of its 
ſides with an attractive Power, and at the other with 
a repulſive. Upon placing the Magnet erect with itz 
attracting Ends towards the Earth, the Ifland de- 
ſcends ; but when the repelling Extremity points 
downwards, the Iſland mounts directly upwards, 
When the Poſition of the Stone is oblique, the Mo- 
tion of the Iſland is ſo too. For in this Magnet the 
Forces always act in Lines parallel to its Direction. 


By this oblique Motion the Iſland is conveyed to 
different Parts of the Monarchs Dominions. To ex- 
lain the manner of its Progreſs, let A B repreſent a 
Line drawn croſs the Dominions of Balnibarbi, let the 
Line c d repreſent the Load-ſtone, of which let d be 
the repelling end, and c the attracting end, the Iſland 
being over C; let the Stone be placed in the Poſition 
c d with its repelling end downwards ; then the 
Iſland will be driven upwards obliquely towards D. 
When it is arrived at D, let the Stone be turned up- 
on its Axle till its attracting end points towards E, 
and then the Iſland will be carried obliquely towards 


E; where if the Stone be again turned upon its Axle, 


till it ſtands upon the Poſition E E, with its repelling 
Point directly downwards, the Ifland will riſe obli- 
quely towards E, where by directing the attracting 
end towards G, the Iſland may be carried to G, and 
from & to E, by turning the Stone, ſo as to make its 
repelling Extremity point directly downwards. And 
thus by changing the Situation of the Stone as often 
as there is occaſion, the Iſland is made to riſe and fall 
by turns in an oblique Direction, and by thoſe al- 
ternate Riſings and Fallings (the Obliquity being not 
conſiderable) is conveyed from one part of the Do- 
minions to the other. 


B v T it muſt be obſerved, that this Iſland cannot 
move beyond the extent of the Domiions below, nor 
can it riſe above the height of four Miles. For 
which the Aſtronomers (who have written large Sy ſ⸗ 
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tems concerning the Stone) aſſign the following Rea- 
ſon: That the Magnetick Virtue does not extend be- 

ond the diſtance of four Miles, and that the Mine- 
ral which acts upon the Stone in the Bowels of the 
Earth, and in the Sea about ſix Leagues diſtant from 
the Shoar, is not diffuſed through the whole Globe, 
but terminated with the Limits of the King's Domi- 
nions; and it was eaſy from the great Advantage of 
ſuch a ſuperior Scituation, for a Prince to bring un- 
der his Obedience whatever Country lay within tlie 
Attraction of that Magnet. 


Wu x the Stone is put parallel to the Plane of the 
Horizon, the Iſland ſtandeth ſtill; for in that Caſe, 
the Extremities of it being at equal Diſtance from the 
Earth, act with equal Force, the one in drawing down- 
wards, the other in puſhing upwards, and conſequent- 
ly no Motion can enſue. | 


Tn1s Load-ſtone is under the Care of certain A- 
ſtronomers, who from Time to Time give it ſuch Po- 
ſitions as the Monarch directs. They ſpend the great- 
eſt Part of their Lives in obſerving the Celeſtial Bo- 
dies, which they do by the Aſſiſtance of Glaſſes far 
excelling ours in Goodneſs. For this Advantage hath 
enabled them to extend the Diſcoveries much farther 
than our Aſtronomers in Europe; for they have made 
2 Catalogue of ten thouſand fixed Stars, whereas the 
largeſt of ours do not contain above the one third Part 
of that Number. They have likewiſe diſcovered two 
leſſer Stars, or Satellites, which revolve about Mars, 
whereof the innermoſt is diſtant from the Center of 
the primary Planet exactly three of his Diameters, and 
the outermoſt five; the former revolves in the ſpace of 
ten Hours, and the latter in twenty one and an half; 
ſo that the Squares of their Periodical Times are ver 
near in the ſame Proportion with the Cubes of their 
Diſtance from the Center of Mars, which evidently 
ſhews them to be governed by the ſame Law of Gra- 


vitation, that influences the other Heavenly Bodies. 
THEY 
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Tun v have obſerved ninety- three different Comets, 
and ſettled their Periods with great Exactneſs. If this 
be true, (and they affirm it with great Confidence) it 
is much to be wiſhed that their Obſervations were made 
publick, whereby the Theory of Comets, which at 
preſent is very lame and defective, might be brought 
to the ſame Perfection with other Parts of Aſtronomy. 


Tux King would be the moſt abſolute Prince in 
the Univerſe, if he could but prevail on a Miniſtry to 
join with him; but theſe having their Eſtates below 
on the Continent, and conſidering that the Office of a 
Favourite hath a very uncertain Tenure, would never 
conſent to the enſlaving their Country. 


Is any Town ſhould engage in Rebellion or Muti- 
ny, fall into violent Factions, or refuſe to pay the u- 
ſual Tribute, the King hath two Methods of reduci 
them to Obedience. The firſt and the mildeſt Courſe 
is by keeping the Iſland hovering over ſuch a Town, 
and the Lands about it, whereby he can deprive them 
of the Benefit of the Sun and the Rain, and conſe- 
quently afflict the Inhabitants with Death and Diſeaſes. 
And if the Crime deſerve it, they are at the ſame time 
pelted from above with great Stones, againſt which 
they have no Defence but by creeping into Cellars or 
Caves, while the Roofs of their Houſes are beaten to 
Pieces. But if they ſtill continue obſtinate, or offer 
to raiſe Inſurrections, he proceeds to the laſt Remedy, 
by letting tlie Iſland drop directly upon their Heads, 
which makes an univerſal Deſtruction both of Houſes 
and Men. However, this is an Extremity to which the 
Prince is ſeldom driven, neither indeed is he willin 
to put it in Execution, nor dare his Miniſters advik 
him to an Action, which as it would render them odi- 
ous to the People, fo it would be a great Damage to 
their own Eſtates, which lie all below, for the Iſland 
is the King's Demeſn. 


Bur 
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Bor there is ſtill indeed a more weighty Reaſon, 
why the Kings of this Country have been always a- 
verſe from executing ſo terrible an Action, unleſs up- 
on the utmoſt Neceſſity. For if the Town intended 
to be rag ns ſhould have in it any tall Rocks, as it 
generally falls out in the larger Cities, a Scituation 
probably choſen at firſt with a View to prevent ſuch 
a Cataſtro he; or if it abound in high Spires or 
Pillars of Stone, a ſudden Fall might endanger the 
Bottom or under Surface of the Ifland, which al- 
though it conſiſt, as I have ſaid, of one entire A- 
damant two hundred Yards thick, might happen to 
crack by too great a Choque, or burſt by approaching 
too near the Fires from the Houſes below, as the Backs 
both of Iron and Stone will often do in our Chimneys. 
Of all this the People are well apprized, and under- 
ſtand how far to carry their Obſtinacy, where their 
Liberty or Property is concerned. And the King, 
when he is higheſt provoked, and moſt determined to 
preſs a City to Rubbiſh, orders the Iſland to deſcend 
with great Gentleneſs, out of a Pretence of Tender- 
neſs to his People, but indeed for Fear of breaking 
the Adamantine Bottom ; in which Caſe it is the Opi- 
nion of all their Philoſophers, that the Load-ſtone 
could no longer hold it up, and the whole Maſs would 
fall to the Gronnd, 


By a fundamental Law of this Realm, neither the 
King nor either of his two elder Sons are permitted 
to leave the Iſland, nor the Queen till ſhe is paſt 
Child-bearing. 


C HAP. 
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CHAP. IV. 


The Aut hor leaves Laputa, is conveyed to Balnibarbi, ar- 

_ rives at the Metropolis. A Deſcription of the. Metropolis 
and the Country adjoining. The Author Hoſpitably re- 
ceived by a great Lord. His Converſation with that 
Lord. 


| LTHOUGH I cannot ſay that I was ill 
A treated in this Iſland, yet \ mad confeſs, [ 
| thought my ſelf too much neglected, not 
without ſome Degree of Contempt. For neither 
Prince nor People appeared to be curious in any 

of Knowledge, except Mathematicks and Muſick, 
wherein I was far their Inferior, and upon that Ac- 
count very little regarded. 


O x the other ſide, after having ſeen all the Curi- 


oſities of the Iſland, I was very deſirous to leave it, be- 
ing heartily weary of thoſe People. They were indeed 
excellent in two Sciences for which I have great E- 
ſteem, and wherein I am not unverſed, but at the 
ſame time ſo abſtracted and involved in Speculation, 
that I never met with ſuch diſagreeable Companions. 
I convers'd only with Women, Tradeſmen, Flappers, 
and Court-Pages during two Months of my Abode 
here, by which at laſt I render'd my ſelf extremely 
contemptible, yet theſe were the only People from 
whom I could ever receive a reaſonable Anſwer. 


I had obtained by hard Study a good ree of 
Knowledge in their Language ; I was weary of being 
confined to an Ifland where I received ſo little Coun- 

g tenance 
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tenance, and reſolved to leave it with the firſt Oppor- 
tunity. ; 

Tu Ek RE was a great Lord at Court, nearly related 
to the King, and for that Reaſon alone uſed with Reſ- 
pect. He was univerſaliy reckoned the moſt Ignorant 
and ſtupid Perſon 2 them. He had performed 
many eminent Services for the Crown, had great na- 
tural and acquired Parts, adorned witli Integrity and 
Honour, but ſo ill an Ear for Muſick, that his Detrac- 
tors reported he had been often known to beat Time 
in the wrong Place; neither could his Tutors with- 
out extreme Difficulty teach him to demonſtrate the 
moſt eaſy Propoſition in the Mathematicks. He was 

leaſed to ſhow me many Marks of Favour, often did 
me the Honour of a Viſit, defired to be informed in 
the Affairs of Europe, the Laws and Cuſtoms, the 
Manners and 1 of the ſeveral Countries where 
I had travelled. He liſtned to me with great Atten- 
tion, and made very wiſe Obſervations on all I ſpoke. 
He had two Flappers attending him for State, but ne- 
ver made uſe of them ET at Court, and in Viſits 
of Ceremony, and would always command them to 
withdraw when we were alone together. 


J intreated this Illuſtrious Perſon to intercede in my 
behalf with his Majeſty for leave to depart, which he 
accordingly did as he was pleaſed to tell me, with 
Regret: For, indeed he had made me ſeveral Offers 
very Advantageous, which however I refuſed with 
Expreſſions of the higheſt Acknowledgement. 


O x the 16th Day of February, I took leave of His 
Majeſty and the Court. The King made me a Pre- 
ſent to the Value of about two Hundred Pounds En- 
gliß, and my Protector his Kinſman as much more, 
together with a Letter of Recommendation to a 
Friend of his in Lagado, the Metropolis; The Iſland 
being then hovering over a Mountain about two 
Miles from it, I was let down from the loweſt Gal- 
kry, in the ſame manner as I had been taken up. 

| THE 
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Tu x Continent, as far as it is ſubject to the Mo- 
narch of the Flying Iſland, paſſes under the general 
Name of Balnibarbi, and the Metropolis, as I ſaid be- 
fore, is called Lagado, I felt ſome little Satisfaction 
in finding my ſelf on firm Ground. I walked to the 
City without any concern, being clad like one of the 
Natives, and ſufficiently inſtructed to converſe with 


them. I ſoon found out the Perſons Houſe to whom 


I was recommended, preſented my Letter from his 
Friend the Grandee in the Ifland, and was received 
with much Kindneſs. This great Lord, whoſe Name 
was Munodi, ordered me an Aparment in his own 
Houſe, where I continued during my ftay, and was 
entertained in a moſt hoſpitable Manner. 


Tu E next Morning after my Arrival, he took me 
in his Chariot to ſee the Town, which is about Half 
the Bigneſs of London, but the Houſes very * 
Built, and moſt of them out of Repair. The Peop 
in the Streets walked faſt, looked wild, their Eyes 
fixed, and were generally in Raggs. We paſſed 
througli one of the Town-Gates, and went about three 
Miles into the Country, where I ſaw many Labourers 
working with ſeveral ſorts of Tools in the Ground, 
but was not able to conjecture what they were about, 


neither did I obſerve any ExpeCtation either of Corn 
or Graſs, although the Soil appeared to be excellent. 
I could not forbear admiring at theſe odd Appearan- 
ces both in Town and Country, and I made bold to 
deſire my Conductor, that he would be pleaſed to ex- 
plain to me what could be meant by ſo many buſy 
Heads, Hands and Faces, both in the Streets and the 
Fields, becauſe I did not diſcover any good Effects 
they produced ; bur on the contrary, I never knew a 
Soil ſo unhappily cultivated, Houſes ſo ill contrived 
and fo ruinous, or a People whoſe Countenances and 
Habit expreſſed ſo much Miſery aud Want. 


Tus Lord Munodi was a Perſon of the firſt Rank, 
and had been ſome Years Governor of Lagado, but by 


a Cab 
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a Cabal of Minifters was diſcharged for Inſufficiency. 
However the King treated him with Tenderneſs, as a 


well-meaning Man, but of a low contemptible Un- 
derſtanding. 


Wu ENI gave that free Cenſure of the Country and 
its Inhabitants, he made no further Anſwer than by 
telling me, that I had not been long enough among 
them to form a Judgment; and that the different Na- 
tions of the World had different Cuſtoms, with other 
common Topicks to the ſame Purpoſe. But when we 
returned to his Palace, he asked me how I liked the 
Building, what AbſurditiesI obſerved, and what Quar- 
rel I had with the Dreſs and Looks of his Domeſticks. 
This he might ſafely do, becauſe every Thing about 


him was Magnificent, Regular and Polite, I anſwer- 


ed that his Excellencies Prudence, Quality, and For- 
tune, had exempted him from thoſe Defects which 
Folly and Beggary had produced in others. He faid 
if I would go with him to his Country Houſe about 
twenty Miles diſtant, where his Eſtate lay, there would 
be more Leiſure for this Kind of Converſation. I told 
his Excellency that I was entirely at his Diſpoſal, and 


 xcordingly we ſet out next Morning. 


Du RING „ he made me obſerve the 
ſeyeral Methods uſed by Farmers in managing their 
Lands, which to me were wholly unaccountable, for 
except in ſome few Places, I could not diſcover one 
Far of Corn or Blade of Graſs. But, in three Hours 
— the Scene was wholly altered ; we came in- 
to a moſt beautiful Country ; Farmers Houſes at ſmall 
Diſtances, neatly built, the Fields encloſed, contain- 
ing Vineyards, Corn-grounds and Meadows, Neither 
do I remember to have ſeen a more delightful Proſ- 
pet. His Excellency obſerved my Countenance to 
clear up ; he told me with a Sigh, that there his Eſtate 
began, and would continue the ſame till we ſhould 
come to his Houſe. That his Countrymen ridiculed 
and deſpis d him for * his Atairs no _— 
2 an 
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and for ſetting ſo ill an Example to the Kingdom, 


which however was followed by very few, ſuch as 
were old and willful, and weak like himſelf. 


W E came at length to the Houſe, which was indeed 
a noble Structure, built according to the beſt Rules 
of Ancient Architecture. The Fountains, Gardens, 
Walks, Avenues, and Groves were all diſpoſed with 
exact Judgment and Taſte. I gave due Praiſes to 
every Thing I ſaw, whereof his Excellency took not 
the [eaſt Notice till after Supper, when, there being no 
third Companion, he told me with a very melancholy 
Air, that he doubted he muſt throw down his Houſes 
in Town and Country, to rebuild them after the preſent 
Mode, deſtroy all his Plantations, and caſt others in 
ſuch a Form as modern Uſage required, and give the 
fame Directions to all his Tenants, unleſs he would 
ſubmit to incur the Cenſure of Pride, Singularity, Af. 
fectation, Ignorance, Caprice, and perhaps encreaſe 
His Majeſties Diſpleaſure. 4 


Trar the Admiration I appeared to be under, 
would ceaſe or diminiſh when he had informed me 
of ſome Particulars, which probably I never heard of 
at Court, the People there being too much taken up 
in their own Speculations, to have regard to what 
paſicd here below. | 


T E Sum of his Diſcourſe was to this Effect. That 
about Fourty Years ago, certain Perſons went up to 
Laputa, either upon Buſineſs or Diverſion, and after 
five Months continuance came back with a very little 
ſinattering in Mathematicks, but full of Volatile Spi- 
rits acquired in that Airy Region. That theſe Perſons 
upon their Return began to diſlike the Management 
pt ever thing below, and fell into Schemes of putting 
all Arts, Sciences, Languages, and Mechanicks upon 
a new Foot. To this End they procured a Royal 
Patent for erecting an Academy of Projectors in 
Lagado ; and the Humour prevai led ſo ſtrongly — 

, | 2 
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the People, that there is not a Town of any Conſe- 
uence in the Kingdom without ſuch an Academy, 
In theſe Colledges, the Profeſſors contrive new Rules 
and Methods of Agriculture and Building, and new 
Inſtruments and Tools for all Trades and Manufactu- 
res, whereby, as they undertake, one Man ſhall do 
the Work of ten; a Palace may be built in a Week, 
of Materials ſo durable, as to laſt for ever without re- 
pairing. All the Fruits of the Earth ſhall come to 
Maturity at whatever Seaſon we think fit to chuſe, 
and increaſe an Hundred Fold more than they do at 
preſent, with innumerable other happy Propoſals. The 
only Inconvenience is, that none of theſe Projects are 
yet brought to Perfection, and in the mean time the 
whole Country . lies miſerably waſte, the Houſes in 
Ruins,and the People without Food or Cloaths. By all 
which, inſtead of being diſcouraged, they are fifty Times 
more violently bent — — proſecuting their Schemes, 
driven equally on by Hope and Deſpair; That as for 
himſelf, being not of an Enterprizing Spirit, he was 
content to go on in the old Forms, to live in the 
Houſes his Anceſtors had built, and Act as they did 
every part of Life without Innovation. That, ſome 
few other Perſons of x mp and Gentry had done the 
fame, but were looked on with an Eye of Contempt 
and III Will, as Enemies to Art, ignorant, and ill 
Commonwealths-men, preferring their own Eaſe and 
Sloth before the general Improvement of their Coun- 


try. 


H1s Lordſhip added, that he would not by any 
further Particulars prevent the Pleaſure I ſhould cer- 
tainly take in viewing the Grand Academy, whi- 
ther he was reſolved I ſhould go. He only deſired 
me to obſerve a ruined Building upon the fide of a 
Mountain about three Miles diſtant, of which he gave 
me this Account. That he had a very convenient Mill 
within Half a Mile of his Houſe, turned by a Current 
from a large River, and ſufficient for his own Family 


as well as a great Number of his Tenants, _ a- 
| . out 
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bout ſeven Years ago, a Club of thoſe Projector 
came to him with Propoſals to deſtroy this Mill and 
build another on the ſide of that Mountain, on the 
long Ridge whereof a long Canal muſt be cut for a 
Repoſitory of Water, to be conveyed up by Pipes and 
Engines to ſupply the Mill : Becauſe the Wind and 
Air upon a Height agitated the Water, and thereby 
made it fitter for Motion: And becauſe the Water de. 
ſcending down a Declivity would turn the Mill with 
Half the Current of a River, whoſe Courſe is more 
upon a Level. He ſaid, that being then very well 
with the Court, and prefled by many of his Friends, 
he complyed with the Propoſal ; and after employ- 
ing an Hundred Men for two Years, the Work mif- 
carried, the Projectors went off, laying the blame 
entirely upon him, railing at him ever ſince, and put- 
ting others upon the ſame Experiment, with equal 

rance of Succeſs, as well as equal Diſappoint- 
ment. | 


Ina few Days we came back to Town, and his 
Excellency, conſidering the bad Character he had in 
the Academy, would not go with me himſelf, but 
recommended me to a Friend of his to bear me Com- 
pany thither. My Lord was pleaſed to repreſent me 
as a great Admirer of Projects, and a Perſon of much 
Curioſity and eaſy Belief, which indeed was not 
without Truth, for I had my ſelf been a ſort of a 
Projector in my younger Days. 


— 
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CHAP. V. 


the Author permitted to ſee the grand Acamdey of Lagado. 
The Academy largely deſcribed. The Arts wherein the 


Profeſſors employ themſelves. 


HIS Academy is not an entire ſingle Building, 
but a Continuation of ſeveral Houſes on both 
Sides of a Street, which growing waſte was 

purchaſed and applyed to that T4 


I was received very kindly by the Warden, and went 
for many Days to the Academy. Every Room hath 
in it one or more Projectors, and I believe I could not 
be in fewer than five hundred Rooms. 


Tu E firſt Man I ſaw was of a meager Aſpect, with 
ſooty Hands and Face, his Hair and Beard long, rag- 
ged and finged in ſeveral Places. His Cloaths, Shirt, 
and Skin were all of the ſame Colour. He had been 
eight Years upon a Project for extracting Sun-Beams 
our of Cucumbers, which were to be put into Vials 
hermetically Sealed, and let out to warm the Air in 
taw inclement Summers. He told me, he did not doubt 
n Fight Years more, he ſhould be able to ſupply the 
Governor's Gardens with Sun-ſhine at a reaſonable 
Rate ; but he complained that his Stock was low, and 
entreated me to give him ſomething as an Encourage- 
ment to Ingenuity, eſpecially ſince this had been a 
very dear Seaſon for Cucumbers. I made him a ſmall 
Preſent, for my Lord had furniſhed me with Money 
on Purpoſe, becauſe he knew their Practice of begging 
lom all who go to ſee them. 


I went 
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I went into another Chamber, but was ready to ha- I. 
ſten back, being almoſt overcome with a horrible ſtink, ¶ Proj: 
My Conductor preſſed me forward, conjuring me in a Gro: 
Whiſper to give no Offence, which would be highly Catt. 
reſented, and therefore I durſt not ſo much as ſtop my Acre 
Noſe. The Projector of this Cell was the moſt Anci- eight 
ent Student of the Academy. His Face and Beard and 
were of a pale Yellow ; His Hands and Cloaths dawb- are f 
ed over with Filth. When I was preſented to him, he them 
gave me a very cloſe Embrace, (a Compliment I could 
well have excuſed.) His Employment from his fir 
coming into the Academy was an Operation to reduce 
human Excrement to its original Food, by ſeparating 
the ſeveral Parts, removing the Tincture, which it 
receives from the Gall, making the Odour exhale, and 
ſcumming off the Saliva. He had a weekly Allowance 
from the Society of a Veſſel filled with Human Or- 
dure, about the Bigneſs of a Briſtol Barrel. 


I ſaw another at Work to calcine Ice into Gun-Poy- 
der, who likewiſe ſhewed me a Treatiſe he had writ- 
ten concerning the Malleability of Fire, which he in- 
tended to publiſh. . 


THERE was a moſt ingenious Architect who had 
contrived a new Method for building Houſes, by be- 
ginning at the Roof and working downwards to the 
Foundation, which he juſtified to me by the like 
Practice of thoſe two prudent InſeQs the Bee and the 


Spider. 


THER E was a Man born Blind, who had ſeveral 
Apprentices in his own Condition: Their Employ- 
ment was to mix Colours for Painters, which their 
Maſter taught them to diſtinguiſh by feeling and 
ſmelling. It was indeed my Misfortune to find them 
at that Time not very perfect in their Leſſons, and 
the Profeſſor himſelf happened to be generally miſta- Tay 
ken: This Artiſt is much encouraged and eſteemed I to place 


by the whole Fraternity. : Town-] 
v 
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In another Apartment I was highly pleaſed with a 


Projector, who had found a Device of Plowing the 


Ground with Hogs, to ſave 'the Charges of Plows, 
Cattle, and Labour, The Method is this; In an 
Acre of Ground you bury at fix Inches Diſtance, and 
eight Deep, a Quantity of Acorns, Dates, Cheſnuts, 
and other Maſte or Vegetables whereof theſe Animals 
are fondeſt : Then you drive fix hundred or more of 
them into the Field, where in a few Days they will 
root up the whole Ground in ſearch of their Food, 
and make it fit for Sowing, at the ſame time manur- 
ing it with their Dung ; it is true upon Experiment 
they found the Charge and Trouble very great, and 
they had little or no Crop. However, it is not doubt- 
ed that this Invention may be capable of great Im- 
provement. 

I went into another Room, where the Walls and 
Ceiling were all hung round with Cobwebs, except 
a narrow Paſſage for the Artiſt to go in and out. At 
my Entrance he called aloud to me not to diſturb his 
Web. He lamented the fatal Miſtake the World had 
been ſo long in of uſing Silk-Worms, while we had 
ſuch plenty of Domeſtick Inſects, who infinitely ex- 
celled the former, becauſe they underſtood how to 
weave as well as ſpin. And he propoſed farther, that 
by employing Spiders, the Charge of dying Silks 
ſhould be wholly ſaved, whereof I was fully convin- 
ced when he ſhewed me a vaſt Number of Flies moſt 
beautifully coloured, wherewith he fed his Spiders, 
alluring us, that the Webs would take a Tincture 
from them ; and as he had them of all Hues, he ho- 
ped to fit every Bodies Fancy, as ſoon as he could find 
proper Food for the Flies of certain Gums, Oyls, and 
other Glutinous Matter to give a Strength and Cofi- 
ſiſtence to the Threads. 5 


Turn E was an Aſtronomer who had undertaken 
to place a Sun-Dial upon the Weather-Cock on the 
Town-Houſe, by adjuſting the annual and diurnal 
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Motions of the Earth and Sun, ſo as to anſwer and 
coincide with all accidental Turnings by the Wind. 


I was complaining of a ſmall Fit of the Cholick, 
upon which my Conductor led me into a Room, 
where a great Phyſician reſided, who was famous for 
curing that Diſeaſe by contrary Operations from the 
ſame Inſtrument. He had a large Pair of Bellows 
with a long ſlender Muzzle of Ivory. This he con- 
veyed eight Inches up the Anns, and drawing in the 
Wind, he affirmed he could make the Guts as lank a 
a dried Bladder. But when the Diſeaſe was more 
ſtubborn and violent, he let in the Muzzle while the 
_ Bellows were full of Wind, which he diſcharged into 

the Body of the Patient, then withdrew the Inſtm- 
ment to repleniſh it, clapping his Thumb ftrongly 
againſt the Orifice of the Fundament ; and this being 
repeated three or four times, the adventitious Wind 
would ruſh out, bringing the noxious along with i 
(like Water put into a Pump) and the Patient recover, 
I ſaw him try both Experiments upon a Dog, but 
could not diſcern any Effect from the former. Aﬀer 
the latter, the Animal was ready to burſt, and mad: 
ſo violent a Diſcharge, as was very offenſive to me 
and my Companions. The Dog died on the Spot, 
and we left the Doctor endeavouring to recover kin 
by the ſame Operation. ; N 


I viſited many other Apartments, but ſhall not 
trouble my Reader with all the Curioſities I obſeryed, 
being ſtudious of Brevity. 


I had hitherto ſeen only one fide of the Academy, 
the other being appropriated to the Advancers of ſpe- 
* culative Learning, of whom I ſhall ſay ſomething 
when I have mentioned one illuſtrious Perſon more, 
who is called among them the univerſal Artiſt. He 
told us he had been thirty Years employing his 
Thoughts for the Improvement of human Life. He 
had two large Rooms full of wonderful Curioſities 

| 8 an 


and fi 


into a 
and le 
others 
others 
ſerve t 
that 'T 
ſow L 
minal 
ſeyera 
compr 
tion ot 


with f. 
ſerving 
took | 
Breadt 
der to 
lpecul: 
Operat 
its Uſe 
ble ex: 
Head. 

thod i: 
his Co 
able C 
Write 
Mathe 
ance { 
Frame 
in Rar 


midd1 


BO Voyage 70 Laevra, &c. . 35 


and fifty Men at Work. Some were condenſing Air 


into a dry tangible Subſtance, by extracting the Nitre, 
and letting the Aqueous or fluid Particles percolate ; 
others ſoftning Marble for Pillows and Pincuſhions ; 
others petrifying the Hoofs of a living Horſe to pre- 
ſerve them 2 foundring. The Artiſt himſelf was at 
that Time buſy upon two great Deſigns; the firſt to 
ſow Land with Chaff, wherein he affirmed the true ſe- 
minal Virtue to be contained, as he demonſtrated by 
ſeyeral Experiments which I was not skilful enough to 
comprehend. The other was, by a certain Compoſi- 
tion of Gums, Minerals, and Vegetables outwardly ap- 
plied, to prevent the Growth of Wool npon two young 
Lambs ; and he hoped in a reaſonable time to propa- 
rate the Breed of naked Sheep all over the Kingdom, 


WE croſſed a Walk to the other Part of the Aca- 
demy, where, as I have already ſaid, rhe ProjeCtors in 
ſpeculative Learning reſided, 


Tu x firſt Profeſſor I ſaw was in a very large Room, 
with forty Pupils about him. After Salutation, ob- 
ſerving me to look earneſtly upon a Frame, which 
took up the greateſt part of both the Length and 
Breadth of the Room, — ſaid perhaps I might won- 
der to ſee him employed in a Project for improvin 
ſpeculative Knowledge by practical and — 
Operations. But the World would ſoon be ſenſible of 
its Uſefulneſs, and he flattered himſelf that a more no- 
ble exalted thought never mus in any other Man's 
Head, Every one knew how laborious the uſual Me- 
thod is of _— to Arts and Sciences ; whereas by 
his Contrivance, the moſt ignorant Perſon at a reaſon- 
able Charge, and with a little bodily Labour, may 
write both in Philoſophy, Poetry, Politicks, Law, 
Mathematicks and Theology, without the leaſt Aſſiſt- 
ance from Genius or Study. He then led me to the 
Frame, about the ſides whereof all his Pupils ſtood 
in Ranks. It was twenty Foot Square, placed in the 
middle of the Room. The Superficies was compoſed 
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of ſeveral bits of Wood, about the Bigneſs of a Dye, 
but ſome larger than others. They were all linked 
together by ſlender Wires. Theſe bits of Wood were M5; 
covered on every Square with Paper paſted on them, ald -- 
on theſe Papers were written all the Words of their Ml 

Language in their ſeveral Moods, Tenſes, and Declen- MW 

ſions, but without any Order. The Profeſſor then de. 
fired me to obſerve, for he was going to ſet his Engine 
at Work. The Pupils at his Command took each of 
them hold of an Iron Handle, whereof there were 
fourty fixed round the Edges of the Frame, and piy- 
ing them a ſudden turn, the whole Diſpoſition of the 
Words was entirely changed. He then commanded 
fix and thirty of the Lads to read the ſeveral Lines 
ſoftly as they appeared upon the Frame ; and where 
they found three or four Words together that might 
5 part of a Sentence, they dictated to the four r. 
maining Boys who were Scribes. This Work was re 
peated three or four Times, and at every turn the En- 
gine was ſo contrived, that the Words ſhifted inty 
new Places, or the ſquare bits of Wood moved upſide 


down. i 


S1 x Hours a day the young Students were employ- 
ed in this Labour, and the Profeſſor ſhewed me ſeyeral 
Volumes, in large Folio already collected, of broken 
Sentences, which he intended to piece together, and 
out of thoſe rich Materials, to give the World a com- 
pleat ery of all Arts and Sciences; which however 
might be ſtill improved, and much expedited, if the 
Publick would raiſe a Fund for making and employ- 
ing five hundred ſuch Frames in Lagado, and oblige 
the Managers to contribute in common their ſeveral 
Collections. | 


H x aſſured me, that this Invention had employe 
all his thoughts from his Youth, that he had employ- 
ed the 3+, 1 Vocabulary into his Frame, and made 
the ſtricteſt Computation of the general Propoction vn 
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there is in the Book between the Numbers of Parti- 
cles, Nouns, and Verbs, and other Parts of Speech. 


I made my humbleſt Acknowledgement to this il- 
luſtrious Perſon for his great Communicativeneſs, and 
romiſed if ever I had the good Fortune to return to 
my Native Country, that I would do him Juſtice, 
as the ſole Inventer of this wonderful Machine ; the 
Form and Contrivance of which I defired leave to de- 
lineate upon Paper as in the Figure here annexed. I 
told him, although it were the Cuſtom of our Learn- 
ed in Europe to ſteal Inventions from each other, who 
had thereby at leaſt this Advantage, that it became a 
[7 Ea which was the right Owner, yet I would 
take ſuch Caution, that he ſhould have the Honour 
entire without a Rival. | 


WI next went to the School of Language, where 
three Profeſſors fate in Conſultation upon improving 
that of their own Country. 


Tx x firſt Project was to ſhorten Diſcourſe by cut- 
ting Polyſyllables into one, and leaving out Verbs 
| 'F Jy 8 
and Participles, becauſe in Reality all Things imagi 

p imagi- 
nable are but Nouns. 


Tu E other was a Scheme for entirely aboliſhing all 
Words whatſoever ; and this was urged as a great 
Advantage in point of Health as well as Brevity. 
For, it is plain, that every Word we ſpeak is in ſome 
Degree a Diminution of our Lungs by Corroſion, and 
conſequently contributes to the ſhortning of our 
Lives, An Expedient was therefore offered, that 
ſince Words are only Names for Things, it would 
be more convenient for all Men to carry about them 
ſuch Things as were neceſſary to expreſs the particular 
Buſineſs they are to Diſcourſe on. And this Inven- 
tion would certainly have taken Place, to the great 
Eaſe as well as Health of the Subje&, if the Women 
in Conjunction with the Vulgar and Illiterate had not 

| threatned 


38 Voyage to Larvra, Qc. 
threatned to raiſe a Rebellion, unleſs they might be 
allowed the Liberty to ſpeak with their Tongues, af. 
ter tlie manner of their Anceſtors ; ſuch conſtant irre- 
concileable Enemies to Science are the Common Peo- 
ple. However, many of the moſt Learned and Wiſe 
adhere to the new Scheme of expreſſing themſelyes by 
Things, Which hath only this Inconvenience attend- 
ing it, that if a Man's Buſineſs be very great, and of 
various kinds, he muſt be obliged in Proportion to 
carry a greater Bundle of Things upon his Back, un- 
leſs he can afford one or two ſtrong Servants to attend 
him. I have often beheld two of thoſe Sages almoſt 
finking under the Weight of their Packs, like Pedlers 
among us; who when they met in the Streets would 
lay down their Loads, open their Saddles and hold 
Converſation for an Hour together ; then put up their 
Implements, help each other to reſume their Burthens, 
and take their Leave. 


Bur for ſhort Converſations a Man may carry 
Implements in his Pockets and under his Arms, 
enough to ſupply him, and in his Houſe he cannot 
be at a Loſs ; Therefore the Room where Compan 
meet who practiſe this Art, is full of all Things ready 
at Hand, requiſite to furniſh Matter for this kind of 
Artificial Converſe. | 

ANOTHER t Advantage propoſed by this 
Invention, was that it would ſerve as an Univerſal 
Language to be underſtood in all civilized Nations, 
whoſe Goods and Utenſils are generally of the ſame 
kind, or nearly reſembling, ſo that their Uſes might 
eaſily be comprehended. And the Embaſſadors would 
be qualified to treat with foreign Princes or Miniſters 
of State to whoſe Tongues they were utter Strangers. 


I was at the Mathematical School, where the Maſter 
taught his Pupils after a Method ſcarce imaginable to 
us in Europe. The Propofition and Demonſtration 
were 
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were fairly written on a thin Wafer, with Ink compof- 
ed of a Cephalick Tincture. This the Student was 
to ſwallow upon a faſting Stomach, and for three 
Days following eat nothing but Bread and Water. As 
the Wafer digeſted, the Tincture mounted to his Brain, 
bearing the Propoſition along with it. But the Suc- 
ceſs hath not hitherto been anſwerable, partly by 
ſome Error in the Quantum or Compoſition, and 
partly by the Perverſeneſs of Lads, to whom this 
Bolus is ſo Nauſeous that they generally ſteal a fide, 
and diſcharge it upwards before it can operate, nei- 
ther have they been yet perſwaded to uſe ſo long an 
Abſtinence as the Preſcription requires. 


Sr 


CHAP. VI. 


A farthey Account of the Academy. The Author propoſes 
fome Improvements, which are honourably received. 


entertained, the Profeſſors appearing in my Judg- 
ment wholly out of their Senſes, which is a Scene 
that never fails to make me melancholy. Theſe un- 
happy People were propoſing Schemes 2 perſuading 
Monarchs to chuſe Favourites upon the Score of their 
Wiſdom, Capacity and Virtue; of teaching Miniſters 
to conſult the Publick Good; of — Merit, 
Abilities and eminent Services; of inſtructing 
rinces to know their true Intereſt by placing it on 
the ſame Foundation with that of their =. Of 
chuſing for Employments Perſons qualified to exerciſe 
them; with many other wild impoſſible Chimzrs, 
that never entred before into the Heart of Man to con- 
ceive, and confirmed in me the old Obſervation, that 
there is nothing ſo extravagant and irrational, which 
ſome Philoſophers have not maintained for Truth. 


1. the School of Political Projectors I was but ill 


Bo r, however I ſhall ſo far do Juſtice to this Part 
of the Academy, as to acknowledge that all of them 
were not ſo 2 There was a moſt Ingenious 
Doctor who ſeemed to be perfectly verſed in the whole 
Nature and Syſtem of Government. This illuſtrious 
Perſon had very uſefully employed his Studies in find- 
ing out effectual Remedys for all Diſeaſes and Corrup- 
tions, to which the ſeveral Kinds of publick Admi- 
niftration are ſubject by the Vices or Infirmities of 


thoſe who govern, as well as by the Licenriont 
i 1161s 
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neſs of thoſe who are to obey. For Inſtance; Where- 
as all Writers and Reaſoners have agreed, that there is 
a ſtrict univerſal Reſemblance between the Natural and 
the Political Body ; can there be any Thing more evi- 
dent, than that the Health of both muſt be preſerved, 
and the Diſeaſes cured by the ſame Preſcription ? It 
is allowed, that Senates and t Councils are often 
troubled with redundant, ebullient, and other peccant 
Humours, with many Diſeaſes of the Head, and more 
of the Heart; with ſtrong Convulſions, with grievous 
Contractions of the Nerves and Sinews in both Hands, 
but eſpecially the Right; With Spleen, Flatus, Vertigos 
and Deliriums ; with Scrophulous Tumours full of fætid 
purulent Matter; with ſower 29 Ructations, with 
Canine Appetites and Crudeneſs of Digeſtion, beſides 
many others needleſs to mention. This Doctor there- 
fore propoſed, that upon the meeting of a Senate, cer- 
tain Phyſicians ſhould attend at the three firſt Days of 
their ſitting, and at the Cloſe of each Days Debate, 
feel the Pulſes of every Senator; after which having 
maturely conſidered, and conſulted upon the Nature 
of the ſeveral Maladies, and the Method of Cure, they 
ſhould on the fourth Day return to the Senate Houſe, 
attended by their Apothecaries ſtored with proper Me- 
dicines, and before the Members ſate, adminiſter to 
each of them, Lenitives, Aperitives, Abſterſives, Cor- 
roſives, Reſtringents, Palliatives, Laxatives, Cepha- 
lalgicks, Ictericks, Apophlegmaticks, Acouſticks, as 
their ſeveral Caſes required, and according as theſe 
Medicines ſhould operate, repeat, alter, or omit them 
at the next Meeting. 

Tus Project could not be of any great Expence 
to the Publick, and would in my poor Opinion, be of 
much Uſe for the Diſpatch of Buſineſs in thoſe Coun- 
tries where Senates have any Share in the Legiſlative 
Power, beget Unanimity, ſhorten Debates, open a few 
Mouths which are now cloſed, and cloſe many more 


which are now open; curb the Petulancy of the 
| - Young, 


Council of a Nation, after he ha 
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Young, and correct the Poſitiveneſs of the Old; rouze 
the Stupid, and damp the Pert. 


AGAIN, Becauſe it is a general Complaint that the 
Favourites of Princes are troubled with ſhort and weak 
Memories; the ſame Doctor propoſed, that whoever 
attended a Firſt Miniſter, after having told his Buſi- 
neſs with the utmoſt Brevity, and in the plaineſt Words; 
ſhould at his Departure, give the ſaid Miniſter a Tweak 
by the Noſe, or a Kick in the Belly, or tread on his 
Corns, or lug him thrice by both Ears, or run a Pin 
to his Breech, or pinch his Arm black and blew, to 
prevent Forgetfulneſs: and at every Levee Day repeat 
the ſame Operation, till the Buſineſs were done, or 
abſolutely refuſed. 


H x likewiſe directed, that every Senator in the great 

20 delivered his Opini- 
on, and argued in the Defence of it, ſhould be oblige! 
to give his Vote directly contrary ; becauſe if that were 
done, the Reſult would infallibly terminate in the 
Good of the Publick. 


Wu x Parties in a State are violent, he offered 
a wonderful Contrivance to reconcile them. The 
Method is this. You take an hundred Leaders of each 
Party, you diſpoſe of them into Couples of ſuch 
whoſe Heads are neareſt of a Size; then let two nice 
Operators ſaw off the Occiput of each Couple at the 
ſame Time, in ſuch a Manner that the Brain may be 
equally divided. Let the Occiputs thus cut off be in- 
terchanged, applying each to the Head of his oppoſite 
Party-man. Ir ſeems indeed to be a Work that requi- 
reth ſome Exactneſs, but the Profeſſor aſſured us, that 


it it were dextrouſly performed, the Cure would be 


infallible. For he argued thus; that the two Half 
Brains being left to debate the Matter between them- 
ſelves within the Space of one Scull, would ſoon come 
to a good Underſtanding, and produce that Moderation 
as well as Regularity ＋ thinking, ſo much to be 
c 


<9 


A Voyage to Lärur, &r. 43 
ed for in the Heads of thoſe, who imagine they come 
into the World only to watch and govern its Motion : 
And as to the difference of Brains in Quantity or Qua- 
lity, among thoſe who are Directors in Faction; the 
Doctor affured us from his own Knowledge, that it 
was a perfect Trifle. 


I heard a very warm Debate between two Proftſlors, 
about the moſt commodious and effectual Ways and 
Means of raiſing Money without grieving the Subject. 
The firſt affirmed the juſteſt Method would be to lay 
a certain Tax upon Vices and Folly, and the Sum fixed 
upon every Man, to be rated after the faireſt Manner 
by a Jury of his Neighbours. The ſecond was of an 
Opinion directly contrary, to tax thoſe Qualities of 
Body and Mind for which Men chiefly value them- 
ſelves, the Rate to be more or leſs according to the 
De of excelling, the Deciſion whereof ſhould 
be left entirely to their own Breaft. The higheſt Tax 
was upon Men, who are the greateſt Favourites of the 
other Sex, and the Aſſeſſments according to the Num- 
ber and Natures of the Favours they have received; 
for which they are allowed to be their owti Vouchers. 
Wit, Valour, and Politeneſs were likewiſe propoſed to 
be largely Taxed, and collected in the ſame Manner, 
by every Perſons giving his own Word for the Quan- 
tum of what he poſſeſſed. But as to Honour, Juſtice, 
Wiſdom and Learning, they ſhould not be taxed at 
all, becauſe they are Qualifications of ſo ſingular a 
Kind, that no Man will either allow them in his Neigli- 
bour, or value them in himſelf, | 


Tux Women were propoſed to be taxed accord- 
ing to their Beauty and Skill in Dreſſing, wherein 
they had the ſame Priviledge with the Men, to be 
determined by their own Judgment. But Conſtan- 
cy, Chaſtity, good Senſe, and good Nature were 
not rated, becauſe they would not bear the Charge 
of Collecting. 
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© To keep Senators in the Intereſt of the Crown, 
it was propoſed that the Members ſhould raffle for 
Employments, every Man firſt taking an Oath, and 
giving Security that he would Vote for the Court, whe. 
ther he won or no, after which the Loſers had in 
their Turn the Liberty of Raffling upon the next 
Vacancy. Thus Hope and Expectation would be kept 
alive, none would complain of broken Promiſes, but 
impute their Diſappointments wholly to Fortune, whoſe 
Shoulders are broader and ſtronger than thoſe of 3 


Axor RRER Profeſſor ſhewed me a large Paper 
of Inſtructions for diſcovering Plots and Conſpira. 
cies againſt the Government. He adviſed great Stateſ. 
men to examine into the Dyet of all ſuſpected Per. 
ſons; their Times of eating; upon which fide they 
lay in Bed; with which Hand they wiped their Po- 
Reriors ; take a ſtrict View of their Excrements, and 
from the Colour, the Odour, the Taſte, the Conſiſt- 
ance, the Crudeneſs, or Maturity of Digeſtion form 
a. Judgment of their Thoughts and Deſigns. Becauſ: 
Men are never ſo Serious, Thoughtful, and Intent, 
as when they are at Stool, which he found by fre- 
2 Experiment: For in ſuch Conjunctures, when 
he uſed meerly as a Trial to conſider which was the 
beſt Way of murdering the King, his Ordure would 
have a Tincture of Green, but quite different when 
he thought only of raiſing an Inſurrection, or burn- 
ing the. Meropolis. 


THrx whole Diſcourſe was written with great A- 
cuteneſs, containing many Obſervations both curious 
and uſeful for Politicians, but as I conceived: not alto- 
gether compleat. This I ventured to tell the Author, 
and offered if he pleaſed to ſupply him with ſome Ad- 
ditions. ' He received my e with more Com- 
pliance tlian is uſual among Writers, eſpecially thoſe 
of the projecting Species, profeſſing he would be glad 
to receive farther Information. 00 9 

Ito 


Sore an Adminiſtration. 
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I told him, that ſhould I happen to live in a King- 
dom where Plots and Conſpiracies were either in Vogue 
from the Turbulency of the meaner People, or could 
be turned to the Uſe and Service of the higher Rank 
of them, I firſt would take Care to cheriſh and en- 
courage the Breed of Diſcoverers, Witneſſes, Inform- 
ers, Accuſers, Proſecutors, Evidences, Swearers, to- 
gether with their ſeveral ſubſervient and ſubaltern In- 
ſtruments; and when I had got a competent Number 


of them of all Sorts and Capacities, I would put them 


under the Colour and Conduct of ſome dextrous Per- 
ſons in ſufficient Power both to protect and reward 
them. Men thus qualified and thus empowered might 


make a moſt excellent Uſe and Advantage of Plots, 


they might raiſe their own Characters and paſs for moſt 
profound Politicians, they might reſtore new Vigor to 
a crazy Adminiſtration, they might ſtifle or divert 
general Diſcontents; fill their Pockets with Forfeitures, 
and advance or ſink the Opinion of Publick Credit, as 
either might anſwer their private Advantage. This 
might be done by firſt agreeing and ſettling amon 

themſelves what ſuſpected Perſons ſhould be —. 
of a Plot. Then effectual Care is taken to ſecure all 
their Letters and Papers, and put the Criminal in ſafe 
and ſecure Cuſtody. Theſe Papers might be delivered 
to a Sett of Artiſts of Dexterity ſufficient to find out 
the myſterious Meanings of Words, Syllables, and 
Letters. They ſhonld be allowed to put what Inter- 
pretation they pleaſed upon them, giving them a Senſe 
not only which has no Relation at all to them, but 
even what is quite contrary to their true Intent and 
real Meaning; thus for Inſtance, they may, if they ſo 
fancy, interpret a Sieve to ſignify a Court Lady, a lame 
Dog an Invader, the Plague a ſtanding Army, a Buzzard 
a great Stateſman, the Gout a High Prieſt, a Chamber- 
pot a Committee of Grandees, a Broom a Revolution, a 
Mouſe-trap an Imployment, a Bottomleſs Pit, a Treaſury, 
a Sink a Court, a Cap and Belli a Favorite, a broken Reed 
a Court of Fuſtice, an empty Tun a General, a running 


Bur 
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Bor ſhould this Method fail, Recourſe might be 
had to others more effectual, by Learned Men called 
Acroſticks and Anagrams. Firſt, might be found Men 
of Skill and Penetration who can diſcern that all ini. 
tial Letters have Political Meanings. Thus N ſhall ſip- 
nify a Plot, B a Regiment of Horſe, L a Fleet at Sea. 
Or ſecondly, by tranſpoſing the Letters of the Alpha. 
bet in any ſuſpected Paper, who can diſcover the 

eft Defigns of a diſcontented Party. So for — 4 
if I ſhould ſay in a Letter to a Friend. Our Brother 
Tom has juſt got the Piles, a Man of Skill in this Ar 
would diſcover how the ſame Letters which compoſe 
that Sentence, may be analyſed into the following 
Words, Reſiſt, ——4 Plot is bronght Home 
The Tour. And this is the Anagrammatick Method. 


Tu E Profeſſor made me great Acknowledgments 
for communicating theſe Obſervations, and promiſed 
to make honourable Mention of me in his Treatiſe. 


I ſaw nothing in this Country that could invite me 
to a longer Continuance, and began to think of r- 
turning home to England. 


\ P. 
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SNF. 


The Author leaves Lagado, arrives at Maldonada. No 


| Ship ready. He takes a ſbort Voyage to Glubbdubdrib 
His Reception by the Governour, . 


HE Continent of which this Kingdom was a 
| part, extends it ſelf, as I have reaſon to be- 
ieve, Eaſtward to that unknown Tract of A 
merica, Weſtward of California, and North to the 
Pacifick Ocean, which is not above a hundred and 
fifty Miles from Lagado, where there is a good Port 
— much Commerce with the great Iſland of Lugg- 
nagg, ſituated to the North-Weſt about 29 Degrees 
North Latitude, and 140 Longitude. This Iſland of 
Lygenagg ſtands Sauth-Faftwards of Fapan, about an 
hundred Leagues diſtant, There is a ftrict Alliance 
between the Fapaneſe Emperor and the King of Lugg- 
nagg, Which affords frequent Opportunities of failing 
from one Ifland to the other. I determined therefore 
to direct my Courſe this Way, in order to my return 
to Europe. I hired two Mules with a Guide to ſhew 
me the Way, and carry my ſmall Baggage. I took 
leave of my noble Protector, who had ſhewn me fo 
much Favour, and made me a generous Preſent at my 
Departure. 


M Journey was without any Accident or Ad- 


venture worth relating. When J arrived at the Port 


of Maldonada, (for ſo it is called) there was no Ship in 
the Harbour bound for Luggnage, nor like to be in 
lome Time. The Town is about as large as Port/- 
mouth, I ſoon fell into ſome Acquaintance, and was 
very hoſpitably rebeived. A Gentleman of Diſtincti- 


Oll 
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on ſaid to me, that ſince the Ships bound for Lygg- 
could not be ready in leſs than a Month, it 
might be no diſagreeable Amuſement for me to take 
a Trip to the little Iſland of Glubbdubdrib, above five 
Leagues off to the South-Weſt. He offered himſelf a 
Friend to accompany me, and that I ſhould be pro- 
vided with a ſmall convenient Barque for the Voy- 
age. 


GLUBBDUBDRISB, as nearly as I can interpret 
the Word, ſignifies the Ifland of Sorcerers or Magici- 
ans. It is about one third as large as the Iſle of #7ght, 
and extremely Fruitful : It is governed by the Head 
of a certain Tribe, who are all Magicians. This Tribe 
marries only among each other, and the eldeſt in 

Succeſſion is Prince or Governour. He hath a noble 
Palace and a Park of about three thouſand Acres, 
ſurrounded by a Wall of hewen Stone twenty Foot 
high. In this Park are ſeveral ſmaller Incloſures for 
Cattle, Corn, and Gardening. 


Tu E Governour and his Family are attended by 
Domeſticks of a Kind ſomewliat unuſual. By his 
Skill in Necromancy, he hath a Power of calling whom 
he pleaſeth from the Dead, and commanding their Ser- 
vice for twenty-four Hours, but no longer; nor can 
he call the ſame Perſons up again in leſs than three 
Months, except upon very extraordinary Occaſions. 


Wu E vx we arrived at the Iſland, which was about 
Eleven in the Morning, one of the Gentlemen who 
accompanied me, went to the Governour, and deſired 
Admittance for a Stranger, who came on Purpoſe to 
have the Honour of attending on his Highneſs. This 
was immediately granted, and we all three entered 
the Gate of the Palace between two Rows of Gnards, 
armed and dreſſed after a very antick Manner, and 
ſomething in their Countenances that made my Fleſh 
creep with a Horror I cannot expreſs. We paſſed 


through ſeveral Apartments between Servants * 
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fame ſort, ranked on each fide as before, till we came 
to the Chamber of Preſence, where after three pro- 
found Obey ſances, and a few general Queſtions, we 
were permitted to fit on three Stools near the loweſt 
Step of his Highneſs's Throne. He underſtood the 
Language of Balnibarbi, although it were different 
from that of his Iſland. He defired me to give him 
ſome Account of my Travels; and to let me ſee that 
I ſhould be treated without Ceremony, he diſmiſſed 
all his Attendants with a turn of his Finger, at which 
to my great Aſtoniſhment they vaniſhed in an Inſtant, 
like Viſions in a Dream, when we awake on a ſudden. 
I could not recover my ſelf in ſome time, till the 
Governour aſſured me that I ſhould receive no hurt ; 
and obſerving my two Companions to be under no 
Concern, who had been often entertained in the ſame 
Manner, I began to take Courage, and related to 
his Highneſs a ſhort Hiſtory of my ſeveral Adventures, 
yet not without ſome Heſitation, and frequently look- 
ing behind me to the Place where I had ſeen thoſe 
Domeſtick Spectres. I had the Honour to dine with 
tae Governour, where a new Set of Ghoſts. ſerved up 
the Meat, and waited at Table. I now obſerved my 
ſelf to be leſs terrified than I had been in the Morn- 
ing. I ſtayed till Sun-ſer, but humbly deſired his 
Highneſs to excuſe me for not accepting his Invitation 


| of lodging in the Palace. My two Friends and I 


lay at a private Houſe in the Town adjoining, which 
is the Capital of this little Iſland ; and the next Morn- 
ing we returned to pay our Duty to the Governour, 
as he was pleaſed to command us. 


AFTER this Manner we continued in the Iſland 
for ten Days, moſt part of every Day with the Go- 
vernour, and at Night in our Lodging. I ſoon grew 
lo familiarized to the ſight of Spirits, that after the 
third or fourth Time they gave me no Emotion at 
all; or if J had any Apprehenſions left, my Curioſi- 
ty prevailed over them, For his Highneſs the Govern- 

| H our 
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our ordered me to call up whatever Perſons I would 
chuſe to name, and in whatever Numbers among all 
the Dead from the Beginning ot the World to the pre- 
ſent Time, and command them to anſwer any Queſ- 
tions I ſhould think fit to ask ; with this Condition 
that my Queſtions muſt be confined within the com- 
paſs of the Times they lived in. And one Thing I 
might depend upon, that they would certainly tell 
me Truth, for Lying was a Talent of no uſe in the 
lower World. 


I made my humble Acknowledgements to his High- 
neſs for ſo great a Favour. We were in a Chamber, 
from whence there was a fair Proſpect into the Park, 


And becauſe my firſt Inclination was to be entertain- 


ed with Scenes of Pomp and Magnificence, I defired 
to ſee Alexander the Great, atthe Head of his Army juſt 
after the Battle of Arbela, which upon a Motion of th: 
Governour s Finger immediately appeared in a large 
Field under the Window, where we ſtood. Alexar- 
der was called up in the Room : It was with great 
difficulty that I underſtood his Greek, and had but 
little of my own. He aſſured me upon his Honous 


that he was not poiſoned, but died of a Fever by ex- 


ceſſiye Drinking. 


NEXT I ſaw Hanibal paſſing the Alps, who told 
me he had not a drop of Cn in his Ch. 


I faw Ceſar and Pompey at the Head of their Troops 
juſt ready to engage. I faw the former in his lall 
great Triumph. I defired that the Senate of Rome 
might appear before me in one large Chamber, and 
an Aſſem ly of ſomewhat a latter Age in Counter- 
view in another. The firſt ſeemed to be an Aſſembly 
of Heroes and Demy-Gods ; the other a Knot of Ped- 
lars, Pick-pockets, High-way-men and Bullies. 
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Tux Governour at my Requeſt gave the Sign for 
Ceſar and Brutus to advance towards us. I was ſtruck 
with a profound Veneration at the Sight of Bruins, 
and could eafily diſcover the moſt conſummate Virtue, 
the greateſt Intrepidity and Firmneſs of Mind, the trueſt 
Love of his Country, and general Benevolence for 
Mankind in every Lineament of his Countenance. I 
obſerved with much Pleaſure, that theſe two Perſons 
were in good Intelligence with each other, and Ceſar 
freely confefled co ine, that the greateſt Actions of his 
own Life, were not equal by many Degrees to the 
Glory of taking it away. I had the Honour to have 
much Converſation with Brutus; and was told that 
his Anceſtors F#nius, Socrates, Epaminondas, Cato the 
Younger, Sir Thomas More and himſelf were perpetually 
together : a Sextumvirate to which all the Ages of the 
World cannot add a Seventh. 


IT would be tedious to trouble the Reader with re- 
ating what vaſt Numbers of Illuſtrious Perſons were 
called up, to gratify that inſatiable Deſire I had to ſee 
the World in every Period of Antiquity placed before 
ne. I chiefly fed mine Eyes with beholding the De- 
troyers of Tyrants and Uſurpers, and the Reſtorers of 


Liberty to oppreſſed and injured Nations. But it is 


impoſſible to expreſs the Satisfaction I received in my 
own Mind, after ſuch a Manner as to make it a ſuit- 
able Entertainment to the Reader. 


CHAP. 


a4 
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C HAP. VIII. 


A farther Account of Glubbdubdrib. Antient and Ju- 


dern Hiſtory corrected. 
| H were moſt renowned for Wit and Learning, | 
ſet apart one Day on Purpoſe. I propoſed 
that Homer and Ariftotle might appear at the Head of 
all their Commentators ; but theſe were ſo numercus 
that ſome hundreds were forced to attend in the Court 
and outward Rooms of the Palace. I knew and could 


diſtinguiſh thoſe two Heroes at firſt Sight, not only 


AVING a Deſire to ſee thoſe Antients, who 


from the Croud, but from each other. Homer was | 


the taller and comelier Perſon of the two, walked very 
erect for one of his Age, and his Eyes were the moſt 
quick and piercing I ever beheld. Ariſtotle ſtooped 
much, and made Uſe of a Staff. His Viſage was meager, 
his Hair lank and thin, and his Voice hollow. I ſoon 
diſcovered that both of them were perfect Strangers to 
the reſt of the Company, and had never ſeen or heard 
of them before. And I had a Whiſper from a Ghoſt, 
who ſhall be nameleſs, that theſe Commentators al- 
ways kept in the moſt diſtant Quarters from their Prin- 
cipals in the lower World, through a Conſciouſneſs of 
Shame and Guilt, becauſe they had ſo horribly miſre- 
preſented the Meaning of thoſe Authors to Poſterity. 
1 introduced Didimus and Euſtathins to Homer, and pre- 
yailed on him to treat them better than perhaps they 
- a: ' deſerved, 
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deſerved, for he ſoon found they wanted a Genius to 
enter into the Spirit of a Poet. But Ariſtotle was out 
of all Patience with the Account I gave him of Scotus 
and Ramus, as I preſented them to him, and he asked 
them whether the reſt of the Tribe were as great Dun- 
ces as themſelves. 


I then defired the Governour to call up Deſcartes and 
Gaſſendi, with whom I prevailed to explain their Syſ- 
tems to Ariſtotle. This great Philoſopher freely ac- 
knowledged his own Miſtakes in Natural Philoſophy, 
becauſe he proceeded in many Things upon Conjec- 
ture, as all Men muſt do; and he found that Gaſ- 
ſendi, who had made the Doctrine of Epicurus as 

alatable as he could, and the Vortices of Deſcartes were 
equally exploded. He predicted the fame Fate to At- 
traction, whereof the preſent Learned are ſuch zealous 
Aſſerters. He ſaid that new Syſtems of Nature were 
but new Faſhions, which would vary in every Age; 
and even thoſe who pretend to demonſtrate them from 
Mathematical Principles, would flouriſh but a ſhort 
Period of Time, and be out of Vogue when that was 
determined, 


I ſpent five Days in converſing with many others of 
the antient Learned. I ſaw moſt of the firſt Roman 
Emperors. I prevailed on the Governour to cali up E- 
logabalus's Cooks to dreſs us a Dinner, but they could 
not ſhew us much of their Skill, for Want of Materi- 
als. A Helot of Ageſilaus made us a Diſh of Spartan 
4 but I, was not able to get down a ſecond Spoon- 
ul. 


Tu E two Gentlemen who conducted me to the I- 
fland were preſſed by their private Affairs to return in 
three Days, which I employed in ſeeing ſome of the 
modern Dead, who had made the greateſt Figure for 
two or three hundred Years paſt in our own and other 
Countries of Europe; and having been always a great 
"a | | Admirer 
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Admirer of old illuſtrious Families, I deſired the 
Governour would call up a dozen or two of Kings 
with their Anceſtors in Order for eight or nine Ge- 
nerations. But my 2 was grievous and 
unexpected. For inſtead of a long Train with Royal 
Diadems, I ſaw in one Family two Fidlers, three ſpruce 
Courtiers, and an Italian Prelate. In another, a Barber, 
an Abbot, and two Cardinals. I have too great a Ve- 
neration for Crowned Heads to dwell any longer on ſo 
nice a Subject. But as to Counts, Marqueſſes, Dukes, 
Earls, and the like I was not ſo ſcrupulous. And] 
confeſs it was not without ſome Pleaſure that I found 
my ſelf able to trace the particular Features, by 
which certain Families are diſtinguiſhed up to their 
Originals. I could plainly diſcover from whence one 
Family derives a long Chin, why a ſecond hath a- 
bounded with Knaves for two Generations, and Fools 


for two more; why a third happened to he crack- 


brained, and a fourth to be Sharpers. Whence it came 
what Polydore Virgil ſays of a certain great Houſe, Nec 
Vir fortis, nec Feemina Caſta. How Cruelty, Falſhood, 
and Cowardice grew to be Characteriſticks by which 
certain Families are diſtinguiſhed as much as by their 
Coat of Arms. Who firſt brought the Pox into a 
noble Houſe, which hath lineally deſcended in ſcro- 
phulous Tumours to their OY Neither could I 
wonder at all this, when I ſaw ſuch an Interruption of 
Lineages by Pages, Lacqueys, Valets, Coachmen, 
Gameſters, Captains, and Pick-pockets. 


I was chiefly diſguſted with modern Hiſtory. For 
having ſtrictly examined all thePerſons of greateſt Name 
in the Courts of Princes for an hundred Years paſt, I 
found how the World had been mifled by proftitute 
Writers, to aſcribe the greateſt Exploits in War to 
Cowards, the Wiſeſt Counſel to Fools, Sincerity to 
Flatterers, Roman Virtue to Betrayers of their Country, 
Piety to Atheiſts, Chaſtity to Sodomites, Truth to In- 


formers. How many innocent and excellent Perſons 
25 bad 
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had been condemned to Death or Baniſhment, by the 
practiſing of — Miniſters upon the Corruption of 

udges, and the Malice of Faction. How many Vil- 
ains had been exalted to the higheſt Places of Truſt, 
power, Dignity and Profit: How great a Share in the 
Motions and Events of Courts, Councils, and Senates 
might be challenged by Bawds, Whores, Pimps, Pa- 
raſites, and Buffoons; How low an Opinion I had of 
Human Wiſdom and Integrity, when I was truly in- 
formed of the Springs and Motives of great Enterpri- 
zes and Revolucions in the World, and of the con- 
temptible Accidents to which they owed their Succeſs. 


Her ET diſcovered the Roguery and Ignorance of 
thoſe who pretend to write Anecdotes, or ſecret Hiſtory, 
who ſend ſo many Kings to their Graves with a Cup 
of Poyſon ; will repeat the Diſcourſe between a Prince 
and chief Miniſter, where no Witneſs was by ; un- 
lock the Thoughts and Cabinets of Embaſſadors and 
Secretaries of State, and have the perpetual Misfortune 
to be miſtaken. Here I diſcovered the ſecret Cauſes 
of many great Events that have ſurprized the World, 
how a Whore can govern the Back-ſtairs, the Back- 
Stairs a Council, and the Council a Senate. A Gene- 
ral confeſſed in my Preſence, that he got a Victory 
purely by the Force of Cowardice and ill Conduct: 
and an Admiral that for Want of proper Intelligence, 
he beat the Enemy to whom he intended to betray 
the Fleet. Three K ings proteſted to me, that in their 
whole Reigns they did never once prefer any Perſon 
of Merit, unleſs by Miſtake or Treachery of ſome Mi- 
niſter in whom they confided : Neither would they do 
it if they were to live again; and they ſhewed with 
great Strength of Reaſon, that the Royal Throne could 
not be ſupported without Corruption, becauſe that po- 
ſive, confident, reſtive Temper, which Virtue infu- 


= into Man, was a perpetual Clog to publick Buſi- 
neſs, 


I had 
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I had the Curioſity to enquire in a particular Man- 
ner, by what Method t Numbers had procured 
to themſelves high Titles of Honour, and prodigious 


Eftares; and I confined my Enquiry to a very modern 


Period : However, without grating upon preſent Times, 
becauſe I would be ſure to give no Offence even to 
Foreigners (for I hope the Reader need not be told 
that I do not in the leaſt intend my own Country in 
what I ſay upon this occaſion) and a great Number 
of Perſons concerned were called up, and upon a very 
ſlight Examination, diſcovered ſuch a Scene of Infa. 
my, that I cannot reflect upon it without ſome Seri. 
ouſneſs. Perjury, Oppreſſion, Subornation, Fraud, 
Pandariſm, and the like Infirmities were amongſt the 
moſt excuſable Arts they had to mention, and for 
theſe I give, as it was reaſonable, great Allowance. 
But when ſome confeſſed they owed their Greatneſ; 
and Wealth to Sodomy or Inceſt, others to the pro- 
ſtituting of their own Wives and Daughters ; _ 
to the betraying their Country or their Prince ; ſome 
to Poiſoning, more to the perverting of Juſtice in or- 
der to deſtroy the Innocent: I hope I may be pardon- 
ed if theſe Diſcoveries inclined me a little to abate of 
that profound Veneration which I am naturally 1 
to pay to Perſons of high Rank, who ought to 
treated with the utmoſt Reſpect due to their ſublime 
Dignity, by us their Inferiors. 


T had often read of ſome great Services done to Prin- 
ces and States, and deſired to ſce the Perſons by whom 
thoſe Services were performed. Upon enquiry I was 
told that their Names were to be found on no Record, 
except a few of them whom Hiſtory hath repreſented 
as the vileſt Rogues and Traitors. As to the reſt, I 
had never once heard of them. They all appeared 
with dejected Looks, and in the meaneſt Habit, moſt 
of them telling me they died in Poverty and Diſgrace, 
and the reſt on a Scaffold or a Gibbet. 
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Am oN G the reſt there was one Perſon whoſe Caſe 
appeared a little ſingular. He had a Youth about 
eighteen Years old ſtanding by his fide. He told me 
he had for many Years been Commander of a Ship, 
and in the Sea Fight at A#ium, had the Fortune 
to break through the Enemy's great Line of Battle, 
fink three of their Capital Ships, and take a fourth, 
which was the ſole Cauſe of Anthony's Flight, and of 
the Victory that enſued; that the Youth ſtanding b 
him, his only Son, was killed in the Action. He add- 
ed, that upon the Confidence of ſome Merit, this War 
being at an End, he went to Rome, and ſollicited at 
the Court of Auguſtus to be preferred to a greater 
Ship, whoſe Commander had been killed; but with- 
out any wy 6 to his Pretenſions, it was given to a 
Youth who had never ſeen the Sea, the Son of Liber- 
tina, who waited on one of the Emperor's Miſtreſles. 
— back to his own Veſſel, he was charged 
with Neglect of Duty, and the Ship given to a Fa- 
yourite Page of Publicola the Vice-Admiral; whereu 
on he retired to a poor Farm, at a great Diſtance from 
Rome, and there ended his Life. I was ſo curious to 
know the Truth of this Story, that I defired Agrippa 
might be called, who was Admiral in that Fight. He 
appeared and confirmed the whole Account, but with 
much more Advantage to the Captain, whoſe Mo- 
deſty had extenuated or concealed a great Part of his 
Merit. 


I was ſurprized to find Corruption grown ſo high, 
and ſo quick in that Empire, by the Force of Luxury 
ſo lately introduced, which made me leſs wonder at 
many parallel Caſes in other Countries, where Vices 
of all Kinds have reigned ſo much longer, and where 
the whole Praiſe as well as Pillage hath been engroſ- 
ſed by the chief Commander, who perhaps had the 
leaſt Title to either. 


As 
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As every Perſon called up made exactly the ſame 
Appearance he had done in the World, it gave me 
melancholy Reflections to obſerve how much the Race 
of human Kind was degenerate among us, within 
theſe hundred Years paſt. How the Pox under all its 
Conſequences and Denominations had altered every 
Lineament of an Engliß Countenance, ſhortned the 
Site of Bodies, unbraced the Nerves, relaxed the Si- 
news and Muſcles, introduced a fallow Complexion, 
and rendered the Fleſh looſe and Rancid. 


I deſcended ſo low as to defire that ſome Engliß Yeo- 
men of the old Stamp, might be ſummoned to appear, 
once ſo famous for the Simplicity of their Manners, 
Dyet and Dreſs, for Juſtice in their Dealings, for their 
Spirit of Liberty, for their Valour and Love of their 
Country. Neither could I be wholly unmov'd after 
comparing the Living with the Dead, when I confider- 
ed how all theſe pure native Virtues were proftituted 
for a Piece of Money by their Grand-children, who 
in ſelling their Votes, and managing at Elections have 
acquired every Vice and Corruption that can poſhibly 
be learned in a Court. 


C HAP. 
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CHAP. IX. 


The Author's Return to Maldonada, ſails to the Kingdom 
of Luggnagg. The Author confined. He is ſent for to 
Court. The Manner of his Admittance. The King's 


great Lenity to his Subjects. 
T HE Day of our Departure being come, I 


rook leave of his Highneſs the Governour 
of Glubbdubdribb, and returned with my two 
Companions to Maldonada, where after a Fortnight's 
waiting, a Ship was ready to fail for Luggnagg. 


| The two Gentlemen and ſome others were ſo ge- 


nerous and kind as to furniſh me with Proviſions, 
and ſee me on board. I was a Month in this Voy= 

We had one violent Storm, and were under 
a Neceſſity of ſteering Weſtward to get into rhe 
Trade-wind which holds for above ſixty Leagues. 
On the 21ſt of April 1711, we failed in the 
River Clumegnig, Which is a Sea-port Town, at the 
South-Eaſt Point of Lugenagg. We caſt Anchor 
within a League of the Town, and made a ſignal 
for a Pilot. Two of them came on board in leſs 
than Half an Hour, by whom we were guided 
between certain Shoals and Rocks which are very 
dangerous in a Paſſage to a large Baſin, where a 
Fleet may ride in ſafety within a Cable's Length of 
the Town Wall. 


Some of our Sailors, whether out of Treachery or 
Inadvertence, had informed the Pilots that I was a 
Stranger and a great” Traveller, whereof theſe gave 

I 2 No- 
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Notice to a Cuſtom-Houſe Officer, by whom I waz 
examined very ſtrictly upon my landing. This Officer 
ſpoke to me in the Language of Balnibarbi, which by 
the force of much Commerce is generally underſtood 
in that Town, eſpecially by Seamen, and thoſe em- 
ployed in the Cuſtoms. I gave him a ſhort Account 
of ſome Particulars, and made my Story as plauſible 
and conſiſtent as I could; but I thought it neceſſary to 
diſguiſe my Country, and call my ſelf a Hollander, 
becauſe my Intentions were for apan, and I knew the 
Dutch were the only Europeans permitted to enter into 
that Kingdom. I therefore told the Officer, that lay- 
ing been Shipwrecked on the Coaſt of Balnibarbi, 
and caſt on a Rock, I was received up into Laputa, 
or the flying Iſland (of which he had often heard) and 
was now endeavouring to get to apan, from whence 
I might find a Convenience of returning to my own 
Country. The Officer ſaid I muſt be confined till he 
could receive Orders from Court, for which he would 
write immediately, and hoped to receive an Anſwer 
in a Fortnight. I was carried to a convenient Lodging, 
with a Centry placed at the Door ; however I had the 
Liberty of a large Garden, and was treated with Hu- 
manity enough, being maintained all the Time at 
the King's Charge. I was invited by ſeveral Perſons, 
chiefly out of Curioſity, becauſe it was reported that 
Icame from Countries very remote of which they ne- 
ver heard. 


I hired a yonng Man who came in the ſame Ship 
to be an Interpreter; he was a Native of Laggnagg, 
but had lived — Vears at Maldonada, and was a per- 
fect Maſter of both Languages By his Aſſiſtance J 
Was able to hold a Converſation with thoſe who came 
to viſit me; but this conſiſted only of their Queſtions, 
and my Anſwers. * | | 


TH Diſpatch came from Court about the Time 
we expected. It contain'd a Warrant for conducting 
n 1 IE ITY 
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me and my Retinue to Traldragdubh or Trildrogdrib, for 
it is pronounced both Ways as near as I can remember, 
by a Party of Ten Horſe, All my Retinue was that 

r Lad for an Interpreter, whom I perſuaded into 
my Service, and at my humble Requeſt, we had each 
of us a Mule to ride on. A Meſſenger was diſpatch'd 
half a Day's Journey before us, to give the King No- 
tice of my Approach, and to deſire that his Majeſty 
would pleaſe to appoint a Day and Hour, when it 
would be his gracious Pleaſure that I might have the 
Honour to lick the Duſt before his Footſtool. This is the 
Court Style, and I found it to be more than Matter 
of Form. For upon my Admittance, two Days after 
my Arrival, I was commanded to crawl on my Belly, 
and lick the Floor as I advanced; but on Account of 
my being a Stranger, Care was taken to have it ſwept 
ſo clean that the Duſt was not offenſive. However, 
this was a peculiar Grace, not allowed to any but 
Perſons of the higheſt Rank, when they deſire an 
Admittance. Nay, ſometimes) the Floor is ſtrewed 
with Duft on Purpoſe, when the Perſon to be admitted 
happens to have powerful Enemies at Court. And I 
have ſeen a great Lord with his Mouth ſo crammed, 
that when he had crept to the proper Diſtance from 
the Throne, he was not able to ſpeak a Word. Nei- 
ther is there any Remedy, becauſe it is Capital for 
thoſe who receive an Audience to ſpit or wipe their 
Mouths in his Majefty's Preſence. There is indeed a- 
nother Cuſtom, which I cannot altogether approve 
of. When the King hath a Mind to put any of his 
Nobles to Death in a gentle indulgent Manner, he 
commands to have the Floor. ftrewed with a certain 
brown Powder, of a deadly Compoſition, which 
being licked up infallibly kills him in twenty-four 
Hours. But in Juſtice to this Prince's great Cle- 


mency, and the Care he hath of his Subjects Lives, 
(wherein it were much to be wiſhed that the Mo- 
narchs of Europe would imitate him) it muſt be 
mentioned for his Honour , that ſtrict Orders are 

| given 
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given to have the infected Parts of the Floor well 
waſhed after every ſuch Execution, which if his 
Domeſticks neglect, they are in Danger of incurring 
his Royal Diſpleaſure. I my ſelf heard him give 
Directions, that one of his Pages ſhould be whi A 
whoſe Turn it was to give Notice about waſhing the 
Floor after an Execution, but maliciouſly had omit- 
ted it, by which Neglect a young Lord of great 
Hopes coming to an Audience, was unfortunately 

iſoned, although the King at that Time had no 

ſign againſt his Life. But this good Prince was 
ſo gracious, as to forgive the poor Page his Whipping, 
upon Promiſe that he would do ſo no more, wh 
out ſpecial Orders. 


To return from this Digreſhon ; when I had 
_—_ — 8 Vards of the 1 e 
my ſe tly upon my Knees, and t riki 
— Forehead Denny Times on the Ground, I — 
nounced the following Words, as they had 
taught me the Night before, Ickpling Gloffthrobb 
Squutſerumm blhiop Mlaſsnalt Zain tnodbalkguffh $lhie- 
bad Gurdlubh At. This is the Compliment efta- 
liſhed by the Laws of the Land for all Perſons 
admitted to the King's Preſence. It may be ren- 
dered in Exgliß thus: May your celeſtial Majeſty 
out-Iive the Sun, eleven Moons and an Half. To this 
the King returned ſome Anſwer, which although 
I could not underſtand, yet I replied as I had been 
directed; Fluft drin Talerick Dævuldom praſtrad mir- 
© puſs, which properly ſignifies, My Tongue is in the 

Mouth of my Friend, and by this Expreſſion was 
meant, that I deſired leave to bring my Inter- 
preter; whereupon the young Man * y men- 
tioned was — introduced, by whoſe In- 
tervention I anſwerd as many Queſtions as His 
Majeſty could put in above an Hour. I ſpoke in 
the Balnibarnian Tongue, and my Interprerer de- 
livered my Meaning in that of Laggnagg. 
| : | | THE 
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TuE King was much delighted with my Com- 
y, and ordered his Biff martlub or high Cham- 
berlan to appoint a Lodging in the Court for me 
and my Interpreter, witli a daily Allowance for my 
Table, and a large Purſe of Gold for my common 


I 22 three Months in this Country out of per- 
fett Obedience to his Majeſty, who was pleaſed 
highly to favour me, and made me very honourable 
offers But, I thought it more conſiſtent with Pru- 
dence and Juſtice to paſs the Remainder of my Days 
with my Wife and Family. 


CHAP. 
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The Luggnaggians commended. A particular Deſcripti- 
on of the Struldbruggs, with many Converſations be- 

teen the Author and ſome eminent Perſons upon that 
Subject. | | 1 1 


People, and although they are not without 

ſome ſhare of. that Pride which is peculiar 
to all Eaftern Countries, yet they ſhew themſelves 
courteous to Strangers, eſpecially ſuch who are coun- 
tenanced by the Court. I had many Acquaintance 
_ Perſons of the beſt Faſhion, and being always 
attended by my Interpreter, the Converſation we had 
was not diſagreeable. 


T HE Luognaggians are a polite and generous 


O Day in much good Company I was asked by 
a Perſon of Quality, whether I had ſeen any of their 
Struldbrugs or Immortals, I ſaid I had not, and defir- 
ed he would explain to me what he meant by ſuch 
Appellation applyed to a mortal Creature. He tol 
me, that ſometimes, though very rarely, a Child hap- 
ed to be born in a Family with a red circular Spot 
in the Forehead, dire&ly over the left Eye-brow, 
which was an infallible Mark that it ſhould never dye. 
The Spot, as he deſcribed it, was about the compals 
of a Silver Threepence, but in the courſe of Time grew 
larger, and changed its Colour; for at twelve Years 
old it became Green, ſo continued till five and Twenty, 
then turned to a deep Blue; at Five and Forty it grew 
coal Black, and as large as an Engliß Shilling, but ne- 


ver 
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yer admitted any farther Alteration. He ſaid theſe 
Births were fo rare, that he did not believe there 
could be above Eleven Hundred Strulabruggs of both 
Sexes in the whole Kingdom, of which he com- 
puted about fifty in the Metropolis, and among 
the reſt a young Girl born about three Years a- 
go. That theſe Productions were not peculiar to 
any Family but a meer effe& of Chance, and the 
Children of the Struldbruggs themſelves, were e- 
qually mortal with the reſt of the People. 


1 own my ſelf to have been ſtruck with 
inexpreſſible Delight upon hearing this Account: 
And the Perſon who gave it me happening to under- 
and the Balnibarbian Language, which I ſpoke 
yery well, I could not forbear breaking out into 
Expreſſions perhaps a little too Extravagant. I cry- 
ed out as in a Rapture; Happy Nation where 
every Child hath at leaſt a Chance for being 
immortal ! Happy People who enjoy ſo many liv- 
ing Examples of antient Virtue, and have Maſters 
rady to inſtruct them in the Wiſdom of all for- 
mer Ages! But, happieſt beyond all Compariſon 
are thoſe excellent Struldbruggs, who born exempt 
from that univerſal Calamity of human Nature, 
have their Minds free and diſingaged, without the 
weight and depreſſion of Spirits cauſed by the con- 
tinual Apprehenſion of Death. I diſcovered m 
Admiration that I had not obſerved any of theſe 
illuſtrious Perſons at Court: The black Spot on 
the Fore-head, being ſo remarkable a Diſtinction, 
that I could not have eaſily overlooked it: And 
it was impoſſible that his Majeſty, a moſt Judi- 
cious Prince, ſhould not provide himſelf with a 
good Number of ſuch wiſe and able Councel- 
lours. Yet perhaps the Virtue of thoſe Reverend 
Sages was too ſtrict for the corrupt and Li- 
bertine Manners of a Court. And we often find 
by Experience that young - Men are too opiniona- 
7 ti ve 
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tive and volatile to be guided by the ſober Dic- 
tates of their Seniors. However, ſince the Ki 
was pleaſed to allow me Acceſs to his Royal Per- 
ſon, l was reſolved upon the very firſt occaſion 
to deliver my Opinion to him on this Matter free- 
„and at large by the help of my Interpreter; 
and whether he would pleaſe to take my Ad- 
vice or no, yet in one Thing I was determined, 
that his Majeſty having frequently offered me an 
Eftabliſhment in this Country, I would with great 
. Thankfulneſs accept the Favour, and paſs my 
Life here. in the Converſation of thoſe ſuperior 
Beings the Struldbruggs, if they would pleaſe to ad- 


mit me, 


Tux Gentleman to whom I addreſſed my Diſ- 
courſe, becauſe (as I have already obſerved) he 
ſpoke the Language of . Balnibarbi, ſaid to me with 
a ſort of a Smile, which uſually ariſeth from Pity to 
the Ignorant, that he was glad of any occaſion to keep 
me 11 them, and deſired my Permiſſion to ex- 
plain to the Company what I had ſpoke. He did fo, 
and they talked together for ſome time in their 
own Language, whereof I underſtood not a Syl- 
lable, neither could I obſerve by their Countenances 
what Impreſſion my Diſcourſe had made on them. 
After a ſhort Silence the ſame. Perſon told me, 
that his Friends and mine ( ſo he thought fit to 
expreſs himſelf) were very much pleaſed with the 
judicious Remarks I had made on the great Hap- 
pineſs and. Advantages of immortal Life, and they 
were defirous to know in a particular Manner, 
what Scheme of Living I ſhould have formed to 
my elf, if it had fallen to my Lot to have been 
born a Struldbrugg. 


I anſwered, it was eaſy to be Eloquent on fo 
copious and delightful a Subject, eſpecially to me 
who have been often apt to amuſe my felt oy 

| is Viſions 
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Viſions of what I ſhould do if I were a King, a 
General, or a great Lord: And upon this very 
Caſe I had frequently run over the whole Syſtem 
how I ſhould Cy my ſelf, and paſs the Time 
if I were ſure to ive for ever. | 

Tnar, if it had been my good Fortune to come 
into the World a Struldbrugg, as ſoon as I could 
diſcover my own Pagpined, by underſtanding the 
difference between Life and Death, T would firſt re- 
folve by all Arts and Methods whatſoever to pro- 
cure my ſelf Riches. In the purſuit of which b 
Thrift and Management, I might reaſonably expett 
in about two Hundred Years, to be the Wealthieſt 
Man in the Kingdom. In the ſecond place, I 
would from my earlieft Youth apply my ſelf to 
the ſtudy of Arts and Sciences, 5 which I ſhould 
arrive in Time to excel all others in Learning. Laft- 
ly I would carefully record every Action and Event 
of Conſequence that happened in the Publick, im- 
partially draw the Characters of the ſeyeral Suc- 
ceſſions of Princes, and great Miniſters of State, 
with my own Obſervations on every Point. I 
would exactly ſet down the ſeveral Changes in 
Cuſtoms, Languages, Faſhions, Dreſs, Dyet and Di- 
rerſions. By all which Acquirements, I ſhould be 
a living Treaſury of 9 and Wiſdom, and 
certainly become the Oracle of the Nation. 


I would never marry after threeſcore, but live in 
an hoſpitable Manner, 25 ſtill on the ſaving Side. I 
would entertain my ſelf in forming and directing the 
Minds of hopeful young Men, by convincing them 
from my own Remembrance, Experience and Obſer- 
vation, fortified by numerous Examples, of the Uſe- 
fulneſs of Virtue in publick and private Life. But, 
my Choice and conſtant Companions ſhould be a Sett 
0 my own immortal Brother-hood, among whom TI 
would ele& a dozen from the moſt Ancient down to 
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my own Contemporaries. Where any of theſe want. 
ed Fortunes, I would provide them with convenient 
Lodges round my own Eſtate, and have ſome of them 
always at my Table, only mingling a few of the moſt 
valuable among you Mortals, whom Length of Time 
would harden me to loſe with little or no ReluQance, 
and treat your Poſterity after the ſame Manner, juſt 
as a Man diverts himſelf with the Annual Succeſſion 
of Pinks and Tulips in his Garden, without regret- 
ring the Loſs of thoſe which withered the preceding 


THESE Struldbruggs and I would mutually com- 
municate our Obſervations and Memorials through 
the Courſe of Time, remark the ſeyeral Gradations 
by which Corruption fteals into the World, and op- 
poſe it in every Step, by giving perpetual Warning 
and Inftruftion to Man 1d which, added to the 
ſtrong Influence of our own Example, would proba- 
bly prevent that continual Degeneracy of Human Na. 
ture ſo juſtly complained of in all Ages. 


ADD to all this the Pleaſure of ſeeing the various 
Revolutions of States and Empires, the Changes in 
the lower and upper World, ancient Cities in Ruins, 
and obſcure Villages become the Seats of Kings. Fa- 
mous Rivers leſſening into ſhallow Brooks, the Ocean 
leaving one Coaſt dry, and overwhelming another: 
The Diſcovery of many Countries yet unknown. 
Barbarity over-running the politeſt Nations, and the 
moſt barbarous become civilized. I ſhould then ſee 
the Diſcovery of the Longitude, the perpetual Motion, 
the Univerſal Medicine, and many other great Inven- 
tions brought to the utmoſt Perfection. 


| WH a T wonderful Diſcoveries ſhould we make in 

Aſtronomy, by out- living and confirming our own 
Predictions, by obſerving the Progreſs and Returns 
of Comets, with the Changes of Motion in the Sun, 
Moon and Stars. Len- 


— 
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I enlarged upon many other Topicks which the 
natural Deſire of endleſs Life and ſublunary Hap- 
pineſs could eafily furniſh me with. When I had 
ended, and the Sum of my Diſcourſe had been in- 
terpreted as before, to the reſt. of the Company, 
there was a good Deal of Talk among them in the 
Language of the Country, not without ſome Laugh- 
ter at my Expence, At laſt the ſame Gentleman 
who had been my Interpreter ſaid, he was deſired 
by the reſt to ſet me right in a few Miſtakes, which 
I had fallen iato through the common Imbecillity 
of human Nature, and upon that Allowance was 
leſs anſwerable for them. That, this Breed of Struld- 
bruggs was peculiar to their Country, for there 
were no ſuch People either in Balnibarbi or Fa- 
pan, where he had the Honour: to be Embaſlador 
from his Majeſty, and found the Natives in both 
theſe Kingdoms very hard to believe that the Fact 
was poſſible, and it appeared from my Aftoniſhment 
when he firſt mentioned the Matter to me, that I re- 
ceived it as a Thing wholly new, and ſcarcely to 


be credited. That in the two Kingdoms above men- 
tioned, where during his Reſidence he had converſed 


wy much, he obſerved long Life to be the univerſal 
Deſire and Wiſh of Mankind. That whoever had one 
Foot in the Grave, was ſure to hold back the other 
as ſtrongly as he could. That the eldeſt had till 
H opes —7 living one Day longer, and looked on 
Death as the greateſt Evil, from which Nature always 
prompted him to retreat; only in this Iſland of Lugg- 
nagg, the 5 — for living was not ſo eager, from 
- continual Example of the Struldbruggs before their 

yes. 


Tu ar the Syſtem of Living contrived by me was 
unreaſonable and unjuſt, becauſe it ſuppoſed a Per- 
petuity of Youth, Health, and Vigour, which no 
Man could be ſo fooliſh to hope, however extrava- 
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t he may be in his Wiſhes. That the r 
4 was not whether a Man would chuſeè to be 
always in the Prime of Youth, attended with Proſ- 
perity and Health, but how he would paſs a perpe. 
tual Life under all the uſual Diſadvantages which 
Old Age brings along with it. For although few 
Men will avow their Deſires of being immortal upon 
ſuch hard Conditions, yet in the two Kingdoms be- 
fore- mentioned of Balnibarbi and Fapan, he obſerved 
that every Man defired to put off Death for ſome 
Time longer, let it approach ever ſo late, and he 
rarely heard of any Man who died willingly, except 
he were incited by the Extremity of Grief or Tor- 
ture. And he appealed to me whether in thoſe 
Countries I had travelled as well as my own, I had 
not obſerved the ſame general Diſpoſition. 


AFTER this Preface he gave me a particular 
Account of the Struldbruggs among them. He aid 
they commonly acted like Mortals, till about thi 
Years old, after which by Degrees they grew mel- 
ancholy and dejefted, encrea ng in both till they 
came to Fourſcore. This he learned from their 
own Confeſſion ; for otherwiſe there not being a- 
bove two or three of that Species born in an Age, 
were too few to form a general Obſervation by. 
When they come to Fourſcore Years, which is 
reckoned the Extremity of living in this Country, 
they had not only all the Follies and Infirmities 
of other old Men, but many more which aroſe 
from the dreadful Proſpects of never dying. They 
were not only Opinionative, Peeviſh, cs, 
Moroſe, Vain, Talkative, but uncapable of Friend- 
ſhip, and dead to all natural Affection, which ne- 
ver deſcended below _their Grand-childrea. Envy 
and impotent Defires are their prevailing Paſſions. 
But thoſe Objects againſt which their Envy ſeems 
principally directed, are the Vices of the younger 
Sort, and the Deaths of the old. By refleching - 
| the 
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the former, they find themſelves cut off from all 
ſibility. of Pleaſure; and when ever they ſee a 
uneral, they lament and repine that others are 
one to an Harbour of Reſt, to which they them- 
Elves never can hope to arrive. They ave no 
Remembrance of any Thing but what they learned 
and obſerved in their Youth and middle Age, 
and even that is very imperfect. And for the 
Truth of Particulars of any Fact, it is ſafer to 
depend on common Traditions than upon their 
beſt Recollections. The leaſt miſerable mg them 
pear to be thoſe who turn to Dotage, and entire- 
ly loſe their Memories; theſe meet with more Pity 
and Aſſiſtance, becauſe they want many bad Qua- 
lities which abound in others. 


Is a Struldbrugg happen to marry one of his 
own kind, the Marriage is diſſolved of Courſe by 
the Courteſy of the Kingdom, as ſoon as the 
younger of the Two comes to be Fourſcore. For 
the Law thinks it a reaſonable Indulgence, that 
thoſe who are condemned without any Fault of 
their own to a perpetual Continuance in the 
World, ſhould not have their Miſery doubled by 
the Load of a Wife. 


As ſoon as they have compleated the term of 
eighty Years, they are look'd on as dead in Law; 
their Heirs immediately ſucceed to their Eftares, 
only a ſmall Pittance is reſerved for their Sup- 
port, and the poor ones are maintained at the = 4 
ick 828 i After that Period they are held in- 
capable of any Employment of Truſt or Profit, 
they cannot purchaſe Lands or take Leaſes, nei- 
ther are they allowed to be Witneſſes in any Cauſe, 


either Civil or Criminal, not even for the Deciſi- 


on of Meers aud Bounds. 
AT 
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Ar Ninety, they looſe their Teeth and Hair, 
they have at that no Diſtinction of Taſte, 
but eat and drink whatever they can get, with- 
out Reliſh or Appetite. The Diſcaſes they were 
fubje& to ſtill continuing without encreaſing or di- 
miniſhing. In talking they forget the common 
Appellation of Things, and the Names of Perſons, 
even of thoſe who are their neareſt Friends and 
Relations. For the ſame reaſon they never can 
amuſe themſelves with reading, becauſe their Me- 

will not ſerve to carry them from the be- 

zinning of a Sentence to the end ; and by this De- 

they are deprived of the only Entertainment 
whereof they might otherwiſe be capable. 


Tux ge of this Country being always up- 
on the Flux, the Strulabruggs of one Age do not un- 
derſtand thoſe of another, neither are they able 
after two hundred Years to hold any Converſation 
(farther than by a few general Words) with their 
— — the Mortals, and thus they lye under the 
Diſadvantage of living like Foreigners in their own 
Country. | 


Turrs was the Account given me of the Struld- 
bruggs, as near as I can remember. I afterwards ſaw 
five or ſix of different Ages, the youngeſt not above 
two hundred Years old, who were brought me at ſeve- 
ral Times by ſome of my Friends; but although they 
were told that T was a great Traveller, and had ſeen 


all the World, joe: had not the leaſt Curioſity to ask 
me a Queſtion ; only deſired I would give them $lum- 
skudask, or a Token of Remembrance, which is a 
modeſt Way of begging, to avoid the Law that ſtrict- 
ly forbids it, becauſe they are provided for by the 

ublick, although indeed wir 
lowance. 
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Tu EV are deprived and hated by all Sort of Peo- 
ple; when one of them is born, it is reckoned ominous, 
and their Birth is recorded very particularly; ſo that 
you may know their Age by conſulting the Regiſtry, 
which however hath not been kept above a thouſand 
Years paſt, or at leaſt hath been deſtroyed by Time 
or publick Diſturbances. But the uſual Way of 
computing how old they are, is by asking them 
what Kings or great Perſons they can remember, and 
then conſulting Hiſtory, for infallibly the laſt Prince 
in their Mind did not begin his Reign after they 
were Fourſcore Years old. 


Tu E were the moſt mortifying Sight I ever be- 
held, and the Women more horrible than the Men. 
Beſides the uſual Deformities in extreme Old Age, 
they acquired an additional Ghaſtlineſs in Proportion 
to their Number of Years, which is not to be de- 
ſcribed, and among half a Dozen I ſoon diſtiaguiſh- 
ed which was the eldeſt, although there was not a- 
bove a Century or two between them, 


Tur Reader will eaſily believe, that from what 
I had heard and ſeen, my keen Appetite for Per- 
petuity of Life was much abated. I grew heartily 
ahamed of the pleaſing Viſions I had formed, and 
thought no Tyrant could invent a Death into which 
| would not run with Pleaſure from ſuch a Life. 
The King heard of all that had paſſed between me 
and my Friends upon this — way and rallied me 
rery pleaſantly, wiſhing T would ſend a Couple of 
Struldbruggs to my own Country, to arm our People 
againſt the Fear of Death; bur this it ſeems is " 
bidden by the fundamental Laws of the Kingdom, 
or elſe I ſhould have been well content with the 
Trouble and Expence of tranſporting them. 


L Tcovin 


- 
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-T covLD not but agree that the Laws of this 
Kingdom, relating to the ger = were founded 
upon the ſtrongeſt Reaſons, and ſuch as any other 
Country would be under the Neceſſity of enating 
in the like Circumſtances. Otherwiſe, as Avarice 
is the neceſſary Conſequent of Old-Age, thoſe Im. 
mortals would in Time become Proprietors of the 
whole Nation, and engroſs the Civil Power, which, 
for Want of Abilities to manage, muſt end in the 
Ruin of the Publick. + 
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Ab. 


' CHAP. XI. 


the Author leaves Luggnagg, and ſails to Japan. 
From thence he returus in a Dutch Ship to Amiter- 
dam, and from Amſterdam to England. 


be ſome Entertainment to the Reader, becauſe 

it ſeems to be a little out of the common Way, 
a leaſt, I do not remember to have met the like in 
any Book of Travels that hath come into my Hands : 
And if I am deceived, my Excuſe muſt be, that it 
is neceſſary for Travellers, who deſcribe the ſame 
Country, very often to agree in dwelling on the ſame 
Particulars, without deſerving the Cenſure of having 
borrowed or tranſcribed from thoſe who wrote before 
them. | 


| Thought this Account of the Struldbruggs might 


THERE is indeed a perpetnal Commerce between 
this Kingdom and the great Empire of Fapan, and 
it is very probable that the Fapaneſe Authors may 
have given ſome Account of the Struldbruggs ; bur 
my Stay in Fapan was ſo ſhort, and I was ſo en- 
tirely a Stranger to that Language, that I was not 
qualified to make any Enquiries. But I hope the - 
Dutch upon this Notice will. be curious and able 
enough to . ſupply my Detects. 
| L 2 HIS 
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Hrs Majeſty having often preſſed me to accept 
ſome Employment in his Court, and. finding me 
abſolutely determined to return to my Native Coun- 
try, was pleaſed to give me his Licence to depart, 
and honoured me with a Letter of Recommendation 
under his own Hand to the Emperor of 1 He 
likewiſe preſented me with Four Hundred forty four 
large Pieces of Gold (this Nation delighting in even 
Numbers) and a red Diamond which 1 ſold in 
England for Eleven Hundred Pounds. 


ON the Sixth Day of May 1709, I took a ſo- 
lemn Leave of His Majeſty, and all my Friends, 
"This Prince was ſo gracious as to order a Guard 
to conduct me to Glangue nſtald, which is a Royal 
Port to the South-Weſt Part of the Iſland. In Six 
Days I found a Veſlel ready to carry me to 9 
pan, and ſpent Fifteen Days in the Voyage. We 
landed at a ſmall Port-Town called Xamoſcbi, ſi- 
tuated on the South-Eaſt Part of Fapan ; the Town 
lies on the Weſtern Point where there is a nar- 


row Streight, leading Northward into a long Arm 


of the Sea, upon the North-Weſs Part of which, 
Tedo the Metropolis ſtands. Art Landing I ſhewed 
the Cuftom-Houſe Officers my Letter from the 
King of Luggnagg to his Imperial Majeſty. They 
knew the Seal perfectly well, it was as broad as 
the Palm of my Hand. The Impreſſion was, 4 
King lifting up a Iame Beggar from the Earth. The 
Magiſtrates of the Town hearing of my Letter, 
received me as a Publick Miniſter, they provided 
me with Carriages and Servants, and bore my 
Charges to Tedo, where I was admitted to an Au- 
dience, and delivered my Letter, which was open- 
ed with great Ceremony, and explained to the Em- 
peror by an Interpreter, who then gave me No- 
tice by His Majeſty's Order, that I ſhould ſignify 
my Requeſt, and whatever it were, it ſhould be 
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granted for the Sake of his Royal Brother at 


Luggnagg. This Interpreter was a Perſon employ- 


ed to tranſact Affairs with the Hollanders, he ſoon 
conjectured by my Countenance that I was an Eu- 
yopean, and therefore repeated his Majeſty's Com- 
mands in Low-Dutch, which he ſpoke perfectly 


well. I anſwered, (as I had before determined) 


that I was a Dutch Merchant, ſhipwrecked in a 
very remote Country, from whence I travelled 
by Sea and Land to Luggnagg, and then took 
Shipping for Fapan, where I knew my Country- 
men often traded, and with ſome of thoſe I ho- 
ped to get an Opportunity of returning into Eu- 
rope : I therefore moſt humbly entreated his Roy- 
al Favour to give Order, that I ſhould be con- 
ducted in ſafety to Nangaſac : To this I added a- 
nother Petition, that for the ſake of my Patron the 
King of Luggnagg, His Majeſty would condeſcend 
to excuſe the Ceremony impoſed on my Country- 
men of trampling upon the Crucifix, becauſe I had 
been thrown into his Kingdom by my Misfor- 
tunes, without any Intention of Trading. When 
this latter Petitipn was interpreted to the Empe- 
ror, he ſeemed a little ſurprized, and ſaid, he be 
lieved I was the firſt of my Countrymen who 
ever made any ſcruple in this Point, and that he 
began to doubt whether I was a real HOLLAN- 
DER or no; but rather ſuſpected I muſt be a 
CHRISTIAN. However, for the Reaſons I had 
offered, but chiefly to gratify the King of Lugg- 
nvagg, by an uncommon Mark of his Favour, he 


would comply with the ſingularity of my Hu- 


mour, but the Affair muſt be managed with Dex- 
terity, and his Officers ſhould be commanded to 
let me paſs as it were by Forgetfulneſs. For he 
aſſured me, that if the Secret ſhould be diſcover- 
ed by my Countrymen, the Dutch, they would cut 
my Throat in the Voyage. I returned my Thanks 
by the Interpreter for ſo unuſual a Favour, and 

| ſome 


—— * 
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ſome Troops being at that Time on their March 
to Nangaſac, t he Commanding Officer had Orders 
to convey me fafe thither, with particular Inſtruc- 
tions about the Buſineſs of the Crucix. 


On the gth Day of une, 1709. I arrived at 
Nangaſac, after a very long and troubleſome Jour- 
ney. I ſoon fell into Company of ſome Dutch 
Sailors belonging to the Amboyna of Amſterdam, 
a ſtout Ship of 450 Tuns. I had lived long in 
Holland, purſuing my Studies at Leyden, and I ſpoke 
Dutch well. The Seamen ſoon knew from wheace 
I came laſt; they were curious to enquire into my 
Voyages and Courſe of Life, I made up a Story 
as ſhort and probable as I could, but concea\ed 
the greateſt Part. I knew many Perſons in Hol- 
land, I was able to invent Names for my Parents, 
whom I pretended to be obſcure People in the 
Province of Gelderland. I would have given the 
Captain (one Theodorus Fangrult) what he pleaſed 
to ask for my Voyage to Holland ; but under- 
ſtanding I was a Surgeon, he was contented to 
take half the uſual Rate, on Condition that I 
would ſerve him in the way of my Calling. Be- 
fore. we took Shipping, I was asked by ſome of 
the' Crew, Whether I had performed the Cere- 
mony above-mentioned ? I evaded the Queſtion by 
general Anſwers, that I had ſatisfied the Empe- 
ror and Court in all Particulars. However, a ma- 
licious Rogue of a Skipper went to an Officer, 
and pointing to me, told him, I had not yet 
trampled on the Crucifix : But the other, who had 
received Inſtructions to let me paſs, gave the Raſ- 
cal twenty Strokes on the Shoulders with a 
Bamboo, after which I was no more troubled with 
ſuch Queſtions, 


Norurx o happened worth mentioning in this 
Voyage. We ſailed with a fair Wind to the Cape 
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of Good Hope, where we ſtaid only to take in freſh 
Water. On the 16th of April we arrived ſafe to 
Amſterdam, having loft only three Men by Sick- 
neſs in the Voyage, and a fourth who fell from the 
Fore-maſt into x. + Sea, not far from the Coaſt of 
Guinea. From Amſterdam J ſoon after ſet Sail for 
England in a ſmall Veſlel belonging to that City. 


Ox the 1oth of April 171c, we put in at the 
Downs. I landed the next Morning, and ſaw once 
more my Native Country after an Abſence of Five 
Years and Six Months. I went ſtrait to Redriff, 
where I arrived the ſame Day at two in the Af- 
ternoon, and found my Wife and Family in good 
Health, 


The End of the Tur Part. 
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:AVOYAECE to the Country of the 
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CH A P J. 


* The Author ſets out as Captain of a Ship. His Men conſpirs 

* againſt him, confine him a long Time to his Cabbin, ſet him 
on ſhoar in an unknown Land. He travels up in the Coun- 
ty. The Yahoos, a ſtrange Sort of Animal, deſcribed, 

Ihe Author meets two Houyhnhnms. bY 


Leg CONTINUED at home with my Wife 
=} and Children about Five Months in a very 


LY 


= bappy Condition, if I could have learned 
te Leſſon of knowing when I was well. 
left my poor Wife big with Child, and 
g accepted an advantageous Offer made me 
2 cdo be Captain of the Advenzrurt, a ſtout 
Merchant · man of 350 Tuns: For I underſtood Navigati- 
on well, and being own weary ot a Surgeon's Employ- 
ment at Sea, WRHic Cover Icouldexerciſc upon occaſion, 
I took a $killful young Man of that Calling, one Robert 
Paxr IV. > Purefoy, 
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Purefoy, into my Ship. We ſet fail from Portſmenh upon 
the Second Day of Auguſt, 1710; on the Fourteenth, we 
met with Captain Pocock of Briſtol, at Tenariff, who was 
going to the Bay of Campechy, to cut Logwood. On the 
Sixteenth, he was parted from us by a Storm; I heard ſince 
my Return, that his Ship foundered, and none eſcaped, but 
one Cabbin-Boy. He was an honeſt Man, and a good Sai. 
lor, but alittle too poſitive in his own Opinions, which 
was the Cauſe of his Deſtruction, as it hath been of ſeve- 
ral others. For it he had followed my Advice, he might 
have been ſafe at home with his Family at this Time, as 


1 


well as my ſelf. 


I nap ſeveral Men died in my Ship of Calentures, ſo 
that I was forced to get Recruits out of Barbadoes, and the 
Leeward Iſlands, where I touched by the Direction of the 
Merchants whoemployed me, which I had ſoon too much 
cauſe to repent; for I found atterwards that moſt of them 
had been Bucaneers. I had Fifty Hands on board, and my 
Orders were, that I ſhould trade with the Indians, in the 
South+Sea, and make what Diſcoveries I could. Theſe 
Rogues whom I had picked up debauched my other Men, 
and they all formeda Conſpiracy to ſeize the Ship and ſecure 
me; which they did one Morning, ruſhing into my Cab 
bin, andbinding me Hand and Foot, threatning to throw 
meover-board, if Ioffered to ſtir. I told them, I was 
theirPriſoner,and would ſubmit. This they made me ſwear 
todo, and then they unbound me, only faſtening one of my 
Legs with a Chain near my Bed, and placed a Centry atmy 
Door with his Piece charged, who was commanded to 
ſhoot me dead, if Iattempted my Liberty. They ſent me 
| down Victuals and Drink, and took the Government of 
the Ship to themſelves. Their Deſign was to turn Pyratcs, 

and plunder the Spaniards, which they could not do, til 
they got more Men. But firſt they reſolved to fell the 
Goods in the Ship, and then goto Madagaſcar tor Recruits 
_ leveral among them having died ſince my Confinement. 
They failed many Weeks, and traded with the Indians, but 

I knew not whatCourſe they took, being kept a Pre 
| | | 1 ona 


ſever; 
ſitting 
terme 
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ſoner in my Cabbin, and expecting nothing leſs than to be 
murdered, as they often threatned me. 


Ueon the Ninth Day of May 1711. one James Welch 
came down to my Cabbin ; and ſaid he had Orders from the 
Captain, to ſet me a-ſhore. | expoſtulated with him, but 
in vain ; neither would he ſo much as tell me who their 
new Captain was. They forced me into the Long-boat» 
ktting me put on my belt Suit of Cloaths, which were as 

as New, and a ſmall Bundle ot Linnen, but no Arms 
except my Hanger; and they were ſo civil as not to ſearch 


my Pockets, into which I conveyed what Mony I bad, 


with ſome other little Neceſſaries. They rowed about a 
League; and then ſet medown on a Strand. I deſired them 
to tell me, what Country it was. They all ſwore, they 
knew no more than myſelf, but ſaid, that the Captain (as 
they called him) was reſolved, after they had foid the La- 
ding, to get rid of me in the firſt Place, where they could 
diſcover Land. They puſhed off immediately, adviſing 
me to make haſte, for tear of being overtaken by the Tide, 
and ſo bad me Farewell. 


I x this deſolate Condition I advanced forward, and ſoon 
got upon firm Ground, where fat down on a Bank to reſt 
myſelf, and conſider what I had beſt to do. When I was a 
little refreſhed, I went up into the Country, reſolving to 
deliver myſelf to the firſt Savages I ſhould. meet, and pur- 
chaſe my Life from them by tome Bracelets, Glaſs- rings, 
and other Toys, which Sailors uſually provide themſelves 
with in thoſe Voyages, and whereot I had ſomeabout me: 
The Land was divided by long Rows of Trees not regu- 
larly planted, but naturally growing ; there was great plen- 
ty of Graſs, and ſeveral Fields of Oats. I walked very cir- 
cumſpectly for fear of being ſurprized, or ſuddenly ſhot 
with an Arrow from behind or on either ſide. I fel into a 
beaten Road, where I ſaw many Tracks of human Feet, 
and ſome of Cows, but moſt of Horſes. At laſt I beheld 
ſeveral Animals in a Field, and one or two of the ſame kind 
ſitting in Trees. Their ſhape was very ſingular, and de- 
termed, which a little diſcompoſed me, ſo that I lay down 

4. | B 2 behind 
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behind a Thicket to obſerve them better. Some of them 


coming forward near the Place where I lay, gave me an 
Opportunity of diſtinctly marking their Form. Their 
Heads and Breaſts were covered with a thick Hair, ſome 
frizled and others lank, they had Beards like Goats, and a 
long ridge of Hair down their Backs, and the fore: parts of 
their Legs and Feet, but the reſt of their Bodies were bare, 
Jo that I might ſee their Skins, which were of a brovyn 
buff Colour. They had no Tai's, nor any Hair at all on their 
Buttocks, except about the Anus, which, I preſume, Na. 
ture had placed there to defend them as they fate on the 
Ground; for this Poſture they uſed, as well as lying down, 
and often ſtood on their hind Feet. They climbed high 
Trees, asnimbly as a Squirrel, for they had ſtrong extend- 
ed Claws before and behind, terminating in ſharp points, 
hooked. They would often ſpring, and bound, and leay 
with prodigious Agility. The Females were not ſo large 
as the Males, they had long lank Hair on their Faces, nor 
any thing more than a fort of Down on the reſt of their 
Bodies, except about the Anus, and Pudenda. Their Dugs 
hung between their Fore-feet, and often reached almoſt to 
the Groundas they walked. The Hair of both Sexes was 
of Several Colours, brown, red, black and yellow. Upon 
the whole, I never beheld in all my Travels fo diſagreeable 
an Animal, nor one againſt which I. naturally conceived ſo 
ſtrong an Antipathy. So that thinking 1 bad ſeen enough, 
full of Contempt and Averſion, I got up and purſued the 
beaten Road, hoping it might direct me to the Cabbin of 
ſome Indian. I had not gone far when I met one of theſe 
Creatures fullin my way, and coming up directly to me. 
The ugly Monſter, when he ſaw me, diſtorted ſeveral ways 
every Feature of his Viſage, and ſtared as at an Object he 
had never ſeen before; then approaching nearer, lifted u 
his Fore-paw, whether out of Curioſity or Miſchicf, 
could not tell. But I drew my Hanger, and gave him a 
good Blow with the flat Side of it, tor I durſt not ſtrike 
him with the Edge, fearing the Inhabitants might be pro- 
voked a inſt me, it they ſhould come to know. that J 
had tilied or maimed any of their Cattle. When the Ba! 
telt the Smart, he drew. pack, and roared ſo loud, that a 
benen | : | Herd 
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Herd of atleaſt torty.came flocking about me from the next 
Field, houling and making odious Faces; but Lian to the 
Body of a Tree, and leaning my Back . it, kept them 
off, by waving my Hanger: Several ot this curſed Brood 
tting hold of the Branches behind leapt up in the Tree, 
= whencethey began to diſcharge their Excrements on 
my Head: However, I eſcaped pretty well, by ſticking 
cloſe to the Stem of the Tree, but wasalmoſt ſtifled wit! 
the Filth, which fell about me on every ſide. . 


In the midſt of this Diſtreſs, I obſerved them all to run 
away on a ſudden as faſt as they could. at which 1 ventured 
to leave the Tree, and purſuethe Road, wondring what it 
was that could put them into this Fright. But looking on 
my Left-hand, I ſaw a Horſe walking ſoftly in the Field: 
which my Per ſecutors having ſooner diſcovered, was the 
Cauſe of their Flight. The Horſe ſtarted a little when he 
came near me, but ſoon recovering himſelf, looked füll in 
my Face with manifeſt Tokens of Wonder: He viewed my 
Hands and Feet, walking round me ſeveral times. I would 
have purſued my Journey, but he placed bimſelf directly 
in the Way, yet looking with a very mild Aſpect, never 
offering theleaſt Violence. We ſtood gazing at cach other 
for ſome time; at laſt I took the Boldneſs, to reach my 


* &- ag < % 


going to handle a ſtrange Horſe. But this Animal ſeeming 
to receive my Civilities with Diſdain ſhook his Head, and 
bent his Brows, ſoftly raiſing up his right Fore- foot to re- 
move my Hand, Then he neighed three or four times, 
but in ſo different a Cadence, that I almoſt began to think 
he was ſpeaking to himſelf in ſome Language of his own. 


WuiLEe He and I were thus employed, another Horſe 
came up; who applying himſelf tothefirſt in a very for- 
mal Manner, they gently ſtruck each others right Hoof be- 


fore, neighing ſeveral times by turns, and varying the Sound, 


which ſeemed to be almoſt articulate.” They went ſome 
Paces off, as if it were to confer together, walking Side by 
Side, backward andtor ward, like Perſons deliberating up- 

on 
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on ſome Affair of Weight, but often turning their Eyes to- 
wards me, as it were to watch that I might not eſcape, 1 
was amazed to ſee tuch Actions and Behaviour in Brute 
Beaſts, and concluded with myſelt, that if the Inhabitants 
of this Country were endued with a proportionable Degree 
of Reaion, they muſt needs be the wiſeſt People upon Earth. 
This Thought gave me ſo much Corafort, that I reſolved 
to go forward until I could diſcover ſome Houſe or Village, 
or meet with any of the Natives, leaving the two Horſes 
to diſcourſe together as they pleaſed. But the firſt, who 
was a Dapple-Grey, obſerving me to ſteal off, neighed after 
me in ſo expreſſive a Tone, that I fancied myſelf to under. 
ſtand whathe meant; whereupon I turned back, and came 
near him, to expect his farther Commands. But conceal+ 
ing my Fear as much as I could, for began to be in ſome 

Pain, how this Adventure might terminate; and the Rea- 
der will eaſily believe I did not much like my preſent Situa- 
tion. 


Tu two Horſes came up cloſe to me, look ing with great 
Earneſtneſs upon my Face and Hands. The grey Steed 
rubbed my Hat all round with his right Fore-hoof, and dif- 
compoſed it fo much, that I was forced to adjuſt it better, 
by taking it off, and ſetling itagain ; whereat both he and 
his Companion (who was a brown Bay) appeared to be 
much ſurprized, the latter felt the Lappet of my Coat, and 
finding it to hang looſe about me, they both looked with 
new Signs of Wonder. He ſtroked my Right- hand, ſeem- 
ing to admire the Softneſs, and Colour; but he ſqueezed it 
fo hard between his Hoof and his Paſtern, that I was forced 
to roar; after which they both touched me with all poſſible 
Tenderneſs. They were under great Perplexity about my 
Shoes and Stockings, which they felt very often, neighin 
tocach other, and uſing various Geſtures, not unlike hoſe 
of a Philoſopher, when he would attempt to ſolve ſome 
new and difficult Phznomenon. | 


Uron the whole, the Behaviour of thoſe Animals was 
ſo orderly and rational, fo acu and judicious, that J at laſt 
concluded, they muſt needs be Magicians, who had thus 
Era meta«* 
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metamorphoſed themſelves upon ſome Deſign, and ſeeing 
— the way, were reſclred to Sr themſelves 
with him; or perhaps were really amazed at the ſight of a 
Man fo very different in Habit, Feature and Complexion 
from thoſe who might probably live in ſo remote aClimate. 
Upon the ſtrength of this Reaſoning, I ventured to addreſs 
them inthe tollowing manner : Gentlemen, it you be Con- 
jurers, as I have good Cauſe to believe, you can underſtand 
any Language; therefore I make bold to let your Worſhips 
know, am a poor diſtreſſed Engh/p Man, driven by 
his misfortunesupon your Coaſt, and Ientreat one ot you, 
to let me ride upon hisBack, as if he were a real Horſe, to 
ſome Houſeor Village, wherel can be relieved. In return 
of which Favour, I will make you a Preſent of this Knife 
and Bracelet, (taking them outof my Pocket.) The two 
Creatures ſtoodfilent while I ſpoke, — to liſten with 
great Attention; and when I had ended, they neighed fre- 
quently towards each other, as if they were engaged in ſe- 
rious Converſation. I plainly oblerved, that their Lan- 

expreſſed the Paſſions very well, and the Words might 
wich lttle®ains be reſolved into an Alphabet more eaſily 
than the Chineſe. 


I couLD frequently diſtinguiſh the word Yahoo, which 
was repeated by each of them ſeveral times; and altho' it 
was impoſſible for me to conjecture what it meant, yet 
while the two Horſes were buſy in Converſation, I endea- 
voured to practice this Word upon my Tongue; and as ſoon 
as they were filent, 1 boldly pronounced Yahoo in a loud 
Voice, imitating, at the ſame time, as near as I could, the 
Neighing of a Horſe; at which they were both viſibly ſur- 

ized, and the Grey repeated the ſame Word twice, as if 
— meant to teach me the right Accent, wherein I ſpoke af- 
ter him as well as I could, and found myſelt perceivably to 
improve every time, though very far from any degreeof 
Perfection. Then the Bay tried me with a ſecond Word. 


much harder to be pronounced; but reducing it to the En- 


gliſh Orthography, may be ſpelt thus, Houyimhnm. I did 
not ſucceed in this ſo well as the former, but after or 
ce 
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three farther Trials, I had better fortune; and they both ap. 
ont En i co OR 
Ax fen ſome further Diſcourſe, which I then conjectu- 
red might relate to me, the two Friends took their ſeaves, 
with the ſame Compliment of ſtriking each other's Hoof; 
and tlie Gra) made me ſigns that I ſhould walk before them, 
wherein T thought it prudentto comply, till I could find a 
better Director. When I offered to ſlacken my Pace, he 
would cry Hhuun, Hhuun ; I gueſſed his meaning, and 
gave him to underſtand, as well as I could, that | was wea- 
and not able to walk faſter; upon which, he would 
ftandawhiletolet me reſt. WER 
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CHAP. II. 


the ab — Ul a Hothnbam to tis | Hin 

: RE #eſcribed. The Aurhir's Reception. The Food Tor 
ie Youytinbhnms, The Aurhor in Diſtreſs for want of - 
N &s ar . His e OY. in this 


TAVING ann we came ton 
long Kind of Building, made of Timber, ſtuck in 
Ground, —— — the Roof was low, and 
covered with Straw. — bea little comforted, 
and took out ſome 0 25 vellers uſually carry 
for Preſents to the Savage — — America and other 
Parts, in hopes the People of the Houſe would be t 
encouraged toreceive me kindly, The'Horfe made me a 
fgn to goinfirit ; it wasa large Room with a ſmooth Ch 
Floor, and a Rack and Manger extending the whole / Lack 
on one ſide. There werethree Nags, and two Mares, not 
— but ſome of them ſittin down upon their Hams, 

I very much wondered at; but wondered more to 
ſee the reſt employed in domeſtick Buſineſs. They ſeemed 
but ordinary Cattle, however this confirmed my firſt Opi- 
nion. that a People who could fo far civilize brute Animals 
mult needs excel in W iſdom all the Nations of the Wonld. 
The Gray came in juſt after, and thereby prevented any ill 
Treatmeat, which the others might have given me. He 
neighed to them foveraltimes i im 4 abylcof Authority, and 
received * FE 
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BeyonD this Room there were three others, reaching 
the length of the Houſe, to which you paſſed through three 
Doors, oppoſite to each other, inthe manner of a Viſta; 
-wewent through the ſecond Room towards the third, here 

the Gray walked in firſt, beckoning me to attend: I waited 

in the ſecond Room, and got ready my Preſents, for the 

Maſter and Miſtreſs ot the Houle: They were two Knives, 

three Bracelets of falſe Pearl, a ſmall Looking-glaſs and a 

Bead Necklace. The Horſe neighed three or four times, 

and I waited to hear ſome Anſwers in a human Voice, but 

Tobſerved no other Returns, than in the ſame Dialect, on- 

Jy one or two a little ſhriller, than his. I to think 

that this Houſe muſt belong to ſome Perſon of great Note 
among them, becauſe there appeared ſo much Ceremony 
before I could gain Admittance. But, that a Man of 

lity ſhoud be ſer ved all by Horſes, was beyond my Compre- 

benſion. I teared my Brain was diſturbed by my Suffering 

and Misfortunes I rouſed my ſelf, and looked about me in 
the Room where I was left alone; this was furniſhed like 
thefirſt, only after a more elegant manner. I rubbed my 

Eyes often, but the ſame Objects ſtill occurred, I pinched 

my Arms and Sides, to awake myſelf, hoping I might be 

in a Dream. I then abſolutely concluded, that all theſe Ap- 
pearances could be nothing elſe but Necromancy and Ma- 
gick. But. had no time to purſue theſe Reflections; for 
the Gray Horſe came to the Door, and made me a ſign to 
tollow him into the third Room, where I ſaw a very come- 
ly Mare, together with a Colt and Fole, fitting on their 

Haunches, upon Matts of ' Straw, not unartfully made, 

and perfectly neat and clean. | 


Tux Mare ſoon after my Entrance, roſe from her Matt, 
and coming up cloſe, after having nicely obſerved my Hands 
and Face, gave me a moſt contemptuous Look; then turn- 
ing to the Horſe, I heard the word Yahoo often repeated be- 
twixt them; the meaning of which word I could not then 
comprehend, although it were the firſt I had learned to pro- 
nounce; but I was ſoon better informed, to my everlaſting 
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Mortification : For the Horſe beckning to me with his 
Head, arid repeating the word Hhuun, Hhuun, das he did 
upon the Read, which I underftood was to attend him, led 
me out into a kind of Court, where was another Building 
at ſome Diſtance from the Houſe. Here we enter'd, and 1 
aw three of theſe deteſtable Creatures, whom Ffirſt met 
after my Landing, feeding upon Roots, and the Fleſh of 

ſome Animals, which Lafterwards found to be that of Aſſes 

and Dogs, and now and then a Cow dead by Accident or 


* | ; O el $3032 
Tux Maſter Horſe ordered a Spree Nag, one of his Ser- 
ants, to untie the largeſt of theſe Animals,” and take him... 
into the Yard. The Beaſt and 1 were brought cloſe toge- 
ther; and our Countenances diligently compared, both by 
Maſter and Servant, who thereupon repeated ſeveral tiraes 
the word Yahoo. My Horror and Aſtoniſhment are not to 
be deſcribed, *when I obſerved, in this abominable Animal, 
a perfect human Figure; the Face of it indeed was flat and, 
broad, the Noſe depreſſeg, the Lips large, and the Mouth 
wide. But theſe Differences arecommion to a Savage Na- 
tions, where the Lineaments of the Countenance. are di- 
ſtorted by the Natives ſuffering, their Infants te lie grovel- 
ling on the Earth, or by carrying them on their Backs, nuz- 
zling with their Face againſt the Mother's Shoulders, The 
Fore-feet of the Yahoo diffeted from my Hands in nothing 
elſe, but the Length of the Nails, the Coarſeneſsand Brown- 
neſs of the Palms, and the Flor on the Backs, There 
was the ſame Reſemblance between our Feet, with the 
fame Differences, which I knew very well, tho the 
Horſes did not, becauſe of my Shoes and Stockings 3. 
the ſame in every Part ot our Bodies, except as to 
Hairineſ and Colour, which I haye already deſcribed. 
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Tur great. "DicGeulty * 1 Rick with —. | 
| Horſes; was, to ſee the reſi: ot my Body fo very different 
from that af a Yahoo, fox which, I wes obliged to my 

Cloaths, whereof. they had no Conception: 'Fhe. Sorrel - 
Nag offered me a Road, vehich he held (after then man- 
ner, 43-we-fhall deſcribe in ita proper place) between his 


Hedt and Paſtern ; L took it in n Hand. and havin; 


it, returned it to him again as ctvilyas I could, He brought 
— ot Ais's Fleſh, but it 
ſmelt ſa ofſanſvely that I turned from it wich loathmg, he 
then thri it to the Yahoo, by whom it was — 
voured. He after wards ſhewed me a Whiſp of Hay. and 


out of the Yahoo's Kennalca! 


a Fettlock full of Oats; but I ſhook my Head, to ſignify, 
that Tithe, gf theſe. were Food tor me. And indeed, I 
now approve nded, that 1 955 abſolutely ſtarye, if 1 did 

pecies: For. as to .thofe filthy 


not 1 me of | 
Tal 175 of moo Were. tew greater Lovers of Man- 
Kind, at 5H that my viett; yet J confels 1 never faw 

any 500 5 1 fo ede on all accounts; and the 


more f e m, the more hateful they grew, while 
1 ſta yes in that Country. bis the Maſter Hor 

2 ph Beh 9 5 and the 9 5 oath Yahoo back to his 

pot bi fore-h 09 F to his Mouth. atwhich 

T was 812 ele bo ough "ke did it with eaſe; and 

500 2 at appeared perfectly natural, and. made 

cn e know * {I would cat; but l could 1 not fe: 


ther { 
earth fuch an Anſwer, he Was able to apprehend; and 
if hehadi aner oed Fee not ſee bor It, Was Doffible 


to con way. for ag! myſelf Nouriſhment. 
fi we 3 enge 5 ee Cow Facing bl: 


whereupor gt to Fl arid ey refled A Def: re to let 
me go and tnilk her, Thi gane for he led me dick 
intò the Houle, and or ered Grant to qpen a Room, 
where ' a ood force "of Milk Y in Farthen and Wooden 


Veſſels, a akter a very orderly and cleanly manner, _ "She ave 


me à large Bow! full, of 'which T rank very heartily, and 
found myſelf well refreſhed. | 


Agour 


e obſerved 
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AnouT Nan 1 faw coming towards the Houſe a kind 
of Vehicle drawn like a Sledge by four Yahoos.. There was 
in it an old Steed, who ſeemed to be of Quality, he alighted 
with his Hind- feet or ward. having by Accident got a Hurt 
in hig left Fore- foot. He came to dine with our Horſe, who 
received him with great Civility. They dined in the beſt 
Room, and had Oats boiled in Milk for the ſecond: Courſe, 
which the old Horſe eat warm, but the reſt cold. Their 
Mangers were placed circular in the middle of the Room, 
and divided into ſeveral Pattitians, round which they ſate 
on _ Haunches upon Baſles of Straw. in the middle 
was a large. Rack with Anglesanſwering to every Partition 
of the Manger. So — Mare eat their own 
Hay, and their own Maſh: of Oats and Milk, with much 
Decency and Regularity. The Behaviour of the young 
Colt and Fole appeared very modeſt, and that of the Ma- 
ſter and Miſtreſs extremely chearful and com plaiſant to 
theit Gueſt. The Gray oidered me to ſtand by him, and 
much Diſcourte between him and his Friend con- 
ceruing me, as I found by the Stranger's often looking on 
me, and the frequent Repetition of the word-Yahoo. - 
een „„ 


Fn AYEN D to wear my Gloves, which the Ma- 
ſter Gray obſerving, ſtemmed perplexed, diſcovering ſigns 
ot Wonder what I had done ta my Fore- feet; he put his 
Hoof three ar: four times to them, as if he would: tignify, 
that I ſnauld reduce them to their former ſhape, which I 
preſently did, pulling off both my Gloves, and putting 
them into my Pocket. This occaſioned farther Talk, and 
I taw the Company was pleaſed with my Behaviour; where- 
of I ſoon found the good Effects. I was ordered to ſpeak 
the few words I underſtood, and while they were at Din- 
ner, the Maſter taught me the Names for Oats, Milk, Fire, 
Water, and {ome others; which I could readily pronounce 
after him, having from my Youth a great Facility in learn- 
ing Languages. > of £1 


- 
. 
# 4 


of w uE N Dinner was done, the Maſter Horſe took me a- 


fide, and by ſigus and words made me underſtand the Con- 
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cern that he was in, that I had nothing to eat. Oats 
in their Tongue are called Hlunnh. is Word I pro- 
nounced two or three times; for although I had refuſed 
them at firſt, yet upon ſecond Thoughts, I conſidered that 
I could contrive to make of them a kind of Bread, which 


might be ſufficient with Milk to keep mealive, till I could. 
make my Eſcape to ſome other Country, and to Creatures. 


of my on Species. The Horfe immediately ordered a 


White Mare-ſervant of his Family to bring me a good 
Quantity of Oats in a ſort of wooden Tray. Theſe 1 


heated before the Fire as well as I could, and rubbed them 
till the Husks came off, which I made a ſhift to winnow 
from the Grain ; I ground and beat them between two 
Stones, then took Water, and made them into a Paſte: or 


Cake vrhich I toaſted at the Fire, and eat warm with Milk. 


It was at firſt a very inſipid Diet, though common enough 
in many Parts of Europe, but grew tolerable by Time; and 
having been often reduced to hard Fare in my Life, this 
was not the firſt Experiment I had made how eaſily Na- 
ture is ſatisfied. And 1 cannot but obſerve, that I never 
had one Hour's Sickneſs, while ſtaid in this Iſland. Tis 
true, I ſometimes made a ſhitt to catch a Rabbet, or Bird, 
by Springes made of Yahoos Hairs, and I often gathered 
wholetome Herbs, which E boiled, or eat as Salades with 
my Bread, and now and then, for a Rarity. I made a little 
Butter, and drank the Whey. I was at firſt at agreatloſs 
for Salt; but Cuſtom ſoon reconciled the Want of it; and 
I am confident that the frequent uſe of Salt among us is an 
Effect of Luxury, and was firſt introduced only as a Provo- 
cative to Drink; except where it ĩs neceſſary for preſerving 
ot Fleſn in long Voyages, or in Places remote from great 
Markets. For we obſerve no Animal to be fond of it but 
Man: And as to mvſelf, when bleft this Country, it was a 
— while betore I couldendure the Taſte of it in any thing 
tiecat. . * Bat „e 


THrr1s is enough to ſay upon the Subject of my Dyet, 
where with other Travellers fill their Books, as if the Rea- 
ders were perſonally concerned, whether we fare well or 
il, However, it was neceſſary to mention this _— 

5 c 
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jeſt the World ſhould think it impoſſible that I ſhould find 
Suſtenance for three Vears in ſuch a Country, and among 
ſuch Inhabitants. 


Wu it grew towards Evening, the Maſter Horſe or- 
dered a Place for me to lodge in; it was but Six Yards from 
the Houſe, and ſeparated from the Stable of the Tahoos. Here 
I got ſome Straw, and covering myſelf with my own 
Cloaths, ſlept very ſound. But I was in a ſhort time better 
accommodated, as the Reader ſhall know hereafter, when 


I come totreat more particularly about my way ot living. 


'. 30 , "4g 
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| CHAP. III. (110k 38 
The Author findions to learn the Language, the Houyhnhum 
his Maſter nfs in tent hing him. «The 
bed. Several Houyhnhnms of Qual: 
rioſity to ſee the Author, He grves 
Account of his Vojage. 


come out of Cu- 


2 Maſter a ſhort 


Y principal Endeavour was to learn the Language, 

which my Maſter (tor ſo I ſhall hencetorth call him) 
and his Children, and every Servant of his Houſe were de- 
firous to teach me. For they looked upon it asa Prodigy 
that a brute Animal ſhould diſcover ſuch Marks of a ratio- 
nal Creature, I pointed to every thing, and enquired the 
Name of it, which 1 wrote down in my Journal-Bool 
whenTwasalone, and corrected my bad Accent, by deſir- 
ing thoÞe of the Family to pronounce it often, In this 
Employment, a Sorrel Nag, one of the under Servants, 
was very ready to aſſiſt me. 2 


In ſpeaking, they pronounce through the Noſe and 
Throat and title oe hore wenn a neareſt to the High- 
Dutch or German, of any I know in Europe; but is much 
more grace ful and dene. The Emperor Charles V. 
made almoſt the ſame Obſervation, when he ſaid, That 
if he were to ſpeak to his Horſe, it ſhould be in High- 


Dutch. 


Tux Curioſity and Impatience of my Maſter were ſo 
great, that he ipent many Hours of his Leiture to inſtruct 
me. He was convinced as he afterwa:ds told me) that! 
muſt be a Tahoc, but my Teac hableneſs, Civility ard Clean- 
line ſs aſtoniſned him; which were Qualities altogether ſo 

oppoſite 
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oppoſite to thoſe Animals. He was moſt perplexed about 
my Cloaths, reaſoning ſometimes with himſelf, whether 
they werea part of my Body ; for I never pulled them off 
till the Family were aſleep, and got them on before they 
waked in the Morning. My Maſter was eager to learn from 
whence I came, how I acquired thoſe Appearances of Rea- 
ſon, which I diſcovered in all my Actions, and to know 
my Story from my own Mouth, which he hoped he ſhould 
ſoon do by the great Proficiency I made in learning and 
pronouncing their Words and Sentences. To help my Me- 
mory; I formed all Hearned into the Engliſh Alphabet, and 
writ the Words down with the Tranſlations. This laſt; 
after ſome time, 1 ventured to do in my Maſter's Preſence. 
It coſt me much Trouble to explain to him what I was do- 
ing; for the Inhabitants have not the leaſt Idea of Books or 
Literature. 4 | 


I x about ten Weeks time I was able to underſtand moſt 
of his Queſtions, and in three Months could give him ſome 
tolerable Anſwers. He was extremely curious to know 
from what Part of the Country I came, and how I was 
taught to imirate a rational Creature, becauſe the Yahoo?, 
(whom he ſaw Iexactly reſembled in my Head, Hands and 
Face, that were only viſible,) with ſome appearance of 
Cunning, and the ſtrongeſt Diſpoſition to Miſchief, were 
obſerved to be the moſt-unteachable of all Brutes. I an- 
{wered, That I came over the Sea, from a far Place, with 
many others of my own Kind, in a great hollow Veſſel 
made of the Bodies of Trees. That my Companions for- 
ced me to land on this Coaſt, and then left me to ſhift for 
myſelt. It was with ſome Difficulty, and by the help of 
many Signs, that I brought him to underſtand me. He re- 
plied, that I muſt needs be miſtaken, orthat I ſaid the thing 
which was not. (For they have no Word in their Language 
to expreſs Lying or Falſehood.) He knew it was impoſſi- 
ble that there could be a Country beyond the Sea, or that a 
parcel ot Brutes could move a wooden Veſſel whither they 
pleaſed upon Water; He was ſure no Houyhnhnm alive could 
makeſucha Veſſel; nor would truſt Yahoos to manage it. 


PanrlV, © =: Tus 
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Tur Word Hoayhnhum, in their Tongue, ſignifies a * 
Horſe, and in its kiymolog the Perfection of Nature. 1 . 
told my Maſter, that I was at a loſs for Expreſſion, but ? 
would improve as faſt as I could; and hoped in a ſhort time 
I ſhould be able to tell him Wonders: He was pleaſed to di- al 


rect his own Mare, his Colt and Fole, and the Servants of 
the Family to take all Opportunities of inſtructing me, and 

every Day for two or three Hours, he was at the ſame Pain 
himſelt: Several Horſes and Maresof Quality in the Neigh- 
bourhood came often to our Houſe upon the Report {| 

of a wonder ful Yahoo, that could {peak like a 
and ſeemed in his Words and Actions to diſcover ſome 
Glimmerings of Reaſon. Theſe delighted to converſe 
with me; they put many Queſtions, and received ſuch 
Anſwers, as I wasable to return. By all theſe Ad 
T made ſo great a Progreſs, that in five Months from my 
Arrival, I underſtood whatever was ſpoke, and could ex- 


oy — - 


preſs myſelt tolerably well. 
Tur Helaba, who came to viſit my Maſter, out 


of a Deſigu of ſeein and talking with me, could hardly 
believe me to bea right Yahoo, becauſe my Body had a dit- 
feregt Covering from others of my Kind. They were a- 
Roniſhed ta obſerve me without the uſual Hair or Skin, ex 
cept on my Head, Face and Hands; but I diſcovered that 
Secret to my Maſter, upon an Accident, which happened 
about a Fortnight before. © " 


I Have already told the Reader, that every Night when 
the Family were gone to Bed, it was my Cuſtom, to ſtrip 
and cover myiclt with my Cloaths: It happened one Mor- 
ning early, that my Maſter ſent for me, by the Sorrel Nag, 
who was his Valet; when he came, I was faſt aſleep, my 
Cioaths fallen off on one fide, and my Shirt above my Waſte. 
] awakedat the Noiſe he made, and obſerved him to deli- 
ver his Meſſage in ſome Diſorder; after which he went to 
my Mafter, and in a great Fright gave him a very<onfuſed 
A<ccountof what he had ſeen: This I preſently diſepyercd; , 
far going as ſoon as I was dreſſed, to pay my Attendance 

pon 
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upon his Honour, he asked me the meaning of what 
bis Servant had reported, that I was nat the ſame Thing 
whey | flept as | appeared to be at other times; that his Va- 
let aGured him, ſome part of me was White, fame Yellow, 
atleaſt not ſo White, and fame Brown. 


Inas hitherto concealed the Secret of my Dreſs, in or- 
der todiſtinguiſh myſelf as much as poſſible, from that 
curſed Race of Yahoos3 but now I found it in vain to do fo 
any longer. Beſides, | conſidered that my Cloaths and 
Shoes would ſoon wear out, which already were in a decli- 
ning Condition, and muſt be ſupplied by ſome Contrivance 
from the Hides of Yahoos or other Brutes; whereby the 
whole Secret would be known: I therefore told my Ma- 
ſter, That in the Country from whence I came, thoſe of 
my kind always covered their Bodies with the Hairs of cer- 
tain Animals prepared by Art, as well for Decency, as to 
avoid the Inclemencies of Air both hot and cold; of which, 
as to my own Perſon I would give him immediate Con- 
viction, if hepleaſed to command me; only deſiring his 
Excuſe, it I did not expoſe thoſe Parts, that Nature taught 
us to conceal, He ſaid my difcourſe was all very ſtrange, 
but eſpecially the laft part; he could not underſtand why 
Nature houll teach us to conceal what Nature had given. 
That neither himſelf nor Family were aſhamed of any 
Parts ot their Bodies; but however I might do as I plea- 
ſed. Whereupon, I firſt unbuttoned my Coat, and pulled 
it off, I did the ſame with my Waſte- coat; I drew off my 
Shoes, Stockings and Breeches. Ilet my Shirt down to 
my Waſte, and drew up the Bottom, faſtning it like a Gir- 
dle about my middle to hide my Nakedneſs. 


My Maſter obſerved the whole Performance with t 
Signs of Curioſity and Admiration. He took up + go 

ths in his Paſtern, one Piece after anorher, and exam:- 
ned them diligently; he then ſtroaked my Body very gent- 
ly, and looked round me ſeveral times, af er which he 
ſaid, it was plain I muſt be a perfect Yahoo; but that I dif- 
fered very much from the reſt ot my Species, in the Soft- 


neſs, and Whiteneſs, and Smoothneſs ot my Skin, my 
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want of Hair in ſeveral Parts of my Body, the ſhape and 

ſhortneſs of my Claws behind and before, and my affecta- 
tion of walking continually on my two Hinder-fcet. He 

deſired to ſee no more, and gave me leave to put on my 
Qoaths again, for I was ſnhuddering with Cold. 


I EXPRESSED my uneaſineſs at his giving me ſo often the 
Appellation of Yahoo, an odious Animal, for which I had 
ſo utter an Hatred and Contempt, I begged he would for- 
bear applying that Word to me, and take the ſame Order in 
his Family, and among his Friends whom he ſuffered to 
ſee me. Irequeſted likewiſe, that the Secret of having a 
falſe Covering ro my Body might be known to none bh 
himſelf, atieaſt as long as my preſent Cloathing ſhould laſt ; 
for, as to what the Sorrel Nag his Valet had obſerved, his 
Honour might command him to conceal it, 


ALL This my Maſter very graciouſly conſented to, and 
thus the Secret was kept tillmy Cloaths began to wear out, 
which I was forced to ſupply by ſeveral Contrivances, that 
ſhall hereafter be mentioned. In the mean time, he defir- 
ed | would go on with my utmoſt Diligence to learn their 
Language, becauſe he was more aſtoniſhed at my Capacity 
for Speech and Reaſon, than at the Figure of my Body, 
whether it were covered or no; adding, that he waited 
with ſome Impatience to hear the Wonders which I pro- 
miſed to tell him. n e 


From thencefor ward he doubled the Pains he had been at 
to inſtruct me; he brought me into all Company, and 
made them treat me with Civility, becauſe, as he told them 
privately, this would put me into good Humour, and make 
me more diverting. "to e er 


Every Day when I waited on him, beſides the Trouble 
he wasat in teaching, he would ask me ſeveral Queſtions 
concerning my ſelf, which I anſwered as well as I could; 
and by theſe means he had already received ſome genera! 
Ideas, though very imperfect. It would be tedious to re- 
late the ſeveral Steps, by which I advanced to a more ay, * 
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lar Converſation : But the firſt Account I gave of myſalt 
in any Order and Length, was to this purpoſe: + 


Taar I came from a very far Country, as I already had 
attempted to tell him, with about fifty more of my on 
Species; that we travelled upon the Seas, in a great hollow 
Veſſelmade of Wood, and larger than his Honour's Houſe. 
I deſcribed the Ship to him in the beſt terms 1 could, and 
explained by the help of my Handkerchicf diſplayed, how 
it was driven forward bythe Wind. That upon a Quarrel 
among us, I was {et on ſhore on this Coaſt, where I walk- 
ed forward without knowing whither, till he delivered me 
from the Perſecution of thoſe execrable Yahoos. He asked 
me, Who made the Ship, and how it was poſſible that the 
Houybnhnms of my Country would leave it to the Manage - 
ment of Brutes ? My Anſwer was, That I durſt proceed 
no farther in my Relation, unleſs he would give me his 
Word and Honour that he would not be offended, and then 
I would tell him the Wonders I had fo often promiſed, He 
agreed; and I went on by aſſuring him, that the Ship was 
made by Creatures like myſelf, who in all the Countries I 
had travelled, as well as in my own, were the only gover- 
ning, rational Animals; and that upon my Arrival hither, 
I wasas much aſtoniſhed to ſee the Houyhnhnms act like 
rational Beings, ashe or his Friends could be in finding ſome 
Marks of Reaſonin a Creature he was pleaſed to call a Ta- 
hoo, to which I owned my Reſemblance in every Part, but 
could not account for their degenerate and brutal Nature. 


I ſaid farther, That if good Fortune ever reſtored me to 


my native Country, to relate my Travels hither, as I re- 
ſolved todo, every body would believe that I ſaid the Thing 
which was not; that I invented the Story out of my own 
Head; and with all poſſible reſpect to Himſelf, his Family, 
and Friends, and under his Promiſe of not being offended, 
our Countrymen would hardly think it probable, that a 


* Howyhnhnm ſhould be the preſiding Creature of a Nation, 


and a Tahoothe Brute, * 
CHAP. 
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CHAP. Iv. 


The Houybnhms Notion of Truth and Falſhoo8. The Au- 
thor's Diſcourſe diſapproved by his Maſter. The Author 
gives a more particular Account of himſelf, and the Acci- 
dents of hisVoyage. 


| Y Maſter heard me with great Appearances of Un- 
M eaſineſt in his Countenance, becauſe Douòting or not 
believing, are ſo little known in this Country, that the In- 
habitants cannot tell how to behave themſelves under ſuch 
Circumſtances. And I remember in frequent Diſcourſes 

withmy Maſter concerning the Nature of Manhood, in o- 
ther Parts of the World, having occaſion to talk of Lying, 
and falſe Repreſentation, it was with much Difficulty that 
he comprehended what I meant, although he hadotherwiſc 
a moſt acute judgment. For he argued thus; That the 
Uſe of 8 was to make us underſtand one another, 
and to receive Information of Facts; now if any one ſaid 
the Thing which was not, theſe Ends were defeated; becauſe 
IJ cannot properly be ſaid to underſtand him, and I am fo far 
from receiving Information, that he leaves me worſe than 
in Ignorance, for I am led to believe a Thing Black when it 
is White, and Short when it is Lang. And theſe were all the 
Notions he had concerning that Faculty of Lying, ſo per- 
fectly well underſtood among human Creatures. 


To return from this Digreſſion; when ] aſſerted that the 
| Yoho0s were the only governing Animals in my Country, 
which my Maſter ſaid was altogether paſt his Conception, 
he defired to know, whether we had Houyhnhnms ameng 
Us, and what was their Employment: I told him, we had 
great Numbers, that in Summer they grazed in the — 
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and in Winter were kept in Houſes, with Hay and Oats, 


when Tabon-Servants were employed to rub their Skins 


ſmooth, comb their Manes, pick their Feet, ſerve them 


with Food, and make their Beds. I underſtand you well, 


faid my Maſter, it is now very plain, from all you have ſpo- 
t whatever Share of Reaſon the Yahoos pretend to, 
the Howyhnhnms are your Maſters ; I heartily wiſh our Ta- 
hoes would be ſo tractable. I begged his Honour would 
pleaſe to excuſe me from proceeding any farther, becauſe I 
was very certain that the Account he expected from me 
would be — But he inſiſted in command- 
ing me to let him know the beſt and the worſt : Ttold him, 
he Mould be obeyed. I owned, that the Howyhnhnms a- 


us, whom we called Horſes, were the moſt ous * 


and comely Animal we had, that they excelled in Strength 
and Swiftneſs; and when ny emer om to Perſons of Qua- 
lity, employed in Travelling, Racing, or drawing Chariots, 
they werztreated with much Kindneſs and Care, till they 
fell into Diſeaſes, or became foundred in the Feet; and then 
they were ſold, and uſed to all Kind of Drudgery till they 
died; otter which their Skins were ſtripped and fold for 
what they were worth, and their Bodies Jef to be devoured 
4 Birds of Prey. But the common Race of Hor» 
ſes had not ſd Fortune, being kept by Farmers and 
Carriers and other mean People, put them to 2 
Labour, and fed them worſe. I deſcribed as well as I could, 
our way of Riding, the Shape and Uſe of a Bridle, a Sad- 
die, a Spur, anda Whip, of Harneſs and Wheels. I added, 
that wefeſtned Plates of a certain hard Subſtance called Iron 
at the Bottotn of their Feet, to preferve their Hoofs from 
being broken by the ſtony Wayson which weoften travelled. 


My Mafter, after foe Expreſſions of great gene 
mmm 


wondred how we dared to venture upon 4 Ho $ 
Back, for he was fare, that the meaneſt Servant in his Houſe 
would be able to ſhake off the ſtrongeſt Yahoo, or by lying 
down, and rouling on his Back, ſqueeze the Brute to 
Death. I anſwrered, That our Horfes were trained up from 
three of four Years old to the ſeveral Uſes we intended 
them for; That if apy of them proved intolerably vicious — 

: they 
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they were employed for Carriages; that they were ſeverely 
beaten while they were young, for any miſchievous Tricks: 
That the Males, deſigned for common Ule of Riding or 
Draught, were generally caſtrated about two Years after 
their: Birth, to take down their Spirits, and make them 
more tame and gentle; that they were indeed ſenſible of 
Rewards and Puniſhments ; but his Honour would pleaſe to 
conſider, that they had not the leaſt Tincture of Reaſon 
any more than the Tahoos in this Country. 


Ir put me to the Pains of many Circumlocutions to give 
my Maſter a right Idea ot what I ſpoke; for their Language 
doth not abound in Variety of Words, becauſe their Wants 
and Paſſions are fewer than among us. But it is impoſſible 
to repreſent his noble Reſentment at our ſavage Treatment 
of the Houyhnhnm Race, particularly after I had explained 
the Manner and Uſe of Caſtrating Horſes among us, to 
hinder them from propagating their Kind, and to render 
them more ſervile. He ſaid, it it were poſſible there could 
be any Country where Yahoos alone were endued with Rea- 
ſon, they certainly muſt be the governing Animal, becauſe 
Reaſon will in Time always prevail againſt Brutal Strength. 
But, conſidering the Frame of our Bodies, and eſpecially 
of ms he thought no Creature of equal Bulk was ſo ill 
contrived, for employing that Reaſon in the common Of- 
fice of Life ; whereupon he defired to know whether thoſe 
among whom I lived, reſembled me or the Yahoos of his 
Country. Iaſſured him, that | was as well ſhaped as moſt 
of my Age: But the younger and the Females were much 
more ſoft and tender, and the Skins of the latter generally 
as white as Milk. He faid, I differed indeed from other 
Tahoos, being much more cleanly, and not altogether ſo de- 
formed, but in point of real Advantage, he thought I diffe- 
red forthe worſe. That my Nails were of no Uſe either 
to my Fore or Hinder-Feet; as to my Fore- feet he could 
not properly call them by that Name, for he never obſerved 
me to walk upon them; that they were too ſoft to bear the 
Ground: that I generally went with them uncovered, nei- 
ther was the Covering I ſometimes wore on them, of the 


ſame Shape, or ſo ſtrong as that on my Feet behind. That 
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could not walk with any Security, for if eitker of my 
Hinder -Feet ſlipped. l muſt ine v itably fall. He then began 
to find fault with other Parts of my Body, the Flatneis of 
my Face, the Prominence ot my Noſe, mine Eyes placed 
directly in Front, ſo that I could not look on either Side 
without turning my Head: That I was not able to feed my 
ſelf, without lifting my Fore· feet to my Mouth: And there- 
fore Nature had placed thoſe Joynts to anſwer that Neceſſi- 
ty. He knew not what could be the Uſe of thoſe ſeveral 
Clefts and Diviſions in my Feet behind, that theſe were too 
fott to bear the Hardneſs and Sharpneſs of Stones without 
a Covering made from the Skin of ſome other Brute; that 
4 whole Bedy wanted a Fence againſt Heat and Cold. 
which I was foreed to put on and off every Day with Tedi- 
ouſneſs and Trouble. And laſtly, that he obſerved every 
Animal in this Country naturally to abhor the Ta hoos, v hom 
the Weaker avoided, and the Stronger drove from them. 
So that ſuppoſing us to have the Gift of Reaſon, he could 
not ſee how it were poſſible to cure that natural Antipathy 
which every Creature diſcovered againſt us; nor conſe- 
quently, how he could tame and render them ſerviceable; 
However, he would (as he ſaid) debate the Matter no far- 
ther, becauſe he was more deſirous to know my own Sto- 
ry, the Country where I was born, and the ſeveral Action 
and Events of my Life before I came hither. | 


I aſſured him, how extremely defirous I was that he 
ſhould be ſatisfied in every Point; but I doubted much, 
whether it would be poſſible for me to explain my ſelf on 
ſeveral Subjects whereof his Honour could have no Con- 
ception, becauſcl ſaw nothing in his Country to which [ 
could reſemble them. That however, I would do my belt, 
and ſtrive to expreſs my ſelf by Similitudes, humbly deſi- 
ring his Aſſiſtance when I wanted proper Words; which 


he was pleated to promiſe me. l 


I ſaid, my Birth was of honeſt Parents, in an Iſland cal- 
led England, which was remote from this Country, as ma- 
ny Days Journey as the ſtrongeſt of his Honour's Servant 
could travel in the Annua! Courſe of the Sun. That I was 
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bred 2 Surgeon, whoſe Trade is to eure Wounds and Hurts 
in the Body. got by Accident or Violence; that my Coun- 
try was governed by à Female Man, whom we called 
Queen. That 1 left it to get Riches, whereby I might 
m intain my ſelf and Family when ſhould return. That 
in my laſt Voyage, I was Commander of the Ship, and 
had about fifty Yahoos under me, many of which died at 
Sea, and I was forced to ſupply them by others picked out 
from ſeveral Nations. That our Ship was twice in Dan- 
ger of being ſunk; the firſt time by a great Storm, and 
the ſecond, by ſtriking againſt a Rock. Here my Maſter 
interpoſed, by asking me, How I could perſuade Strangers 
out of different Countries to venture with me, after the 
Loſſes I had ſuſtained, and the Hazards J had run. I ſaid, 
they were Fellows of deſperate Fortunes forced to fly from 
the Places of their Birth, on Account of their Poverty or 
their Crimes. Some were undone by Law-ſuits; others 
ſpent all they had in Drinking, Whoring and Gaming; 
others fled for Treaſon; many for Murder, Theft, Poy- 
ſoning, Robbery, Perjury, Forgery, Coining falſe Mo- 
ney, for committing Rapes or Sodomy, for flying from 
their Colours, or deſerting to the Enemy, and moſt of 
them had broken Priſon; none of theſe durſt return to 
their Native Countries for fear' of being hanged, or of 
ſtarving in a Jail; and therefore were under a Neceſſity of 
ſceking a Livelihood in other Places. 1 


Dverixs this Diſcourſe, my Maſter was pleaſed to in- 
terrupt me ſeveral Times; I had tac made uſe of many 
Circumlocutions in deſcribing to him the Nature of the 
ſeveral Crimes, for which moſt of our Crew had been 
forced to fly their Country. This Labour took up ſevera! 
Days Converſation before be was able to comprehend me. 
He was wholly at a Lois to know what could be the Uſc 
or Neceſſity of Practiſing thoſe Vices. To clear up which 
I endgavoured to give him {ome Ideas of the Deſire of 
Power and Riches, of the terrible Effects of Luſt, In- 
temperance, Malice and Envy. All this I was forced to 
define and deſcribe by putting of Caſes, and making of 
Suppoſitions. After which, like one whoſe Imagination 
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was ſtruck with ſomething never ſeen or heard of before, 
he would litt up his Eyes with Amazement and Indignation. 
Power, Government, War, Law, Puniſhment, and a 
Thouſand other Things had no Terms, wherein that Lav- 
guage could expreſs them, which made the Difficuity al- 
moſt inſuperable to give my Maſter any Concepric1. of 
what I meant, But being ot an excellent Underſtandiug, 
much improved by Contemplation and Converſe, he aclalt 
arrived ata competent Knowledge of what Human Na- 
ture in our Parts of the World is capable to per form, and 
deſired I would give him ſome particular Account of tat 
Land, which we call Europe, but eſpecially ot my own 
Country. | | 
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CHAP. V. 


The Author at his Maſter's Commands mforms him of the 
Stare of England. The Cauſes of War among the Prince: 
of Europe. The Author begins to explain the Engliſh 
Conſtitution. 5 


T HE Reader may pleaſe to obſer ve, that the following 

Extract of many Converſations I had with my Ma- 
ſer, contains a Summary of the moſt material Points, ol 
which were diſcourſed at ſeveral times for above two 
Years; his Honour often deſiring fuller Satisfaction as 1 
farther improved inthe Howyhnhnm Tongue, I laid betore 
him, as well as I could, the whole State of Europe; I diſ- 
courſed of. Trade and Manufactures, of Arts and Sciences; 
and the Anſwers J gave to all the Queſtions he made, as 
they aroſe upon ſeveral Subjects, were a Fund of Cohverſa- 
tion nor to be exhauſted. But l ſhall here only ſetdbwn the 
Subſtance of what paſſed between us concerning my own 
Country, reducing it into Order as well as I can, without any 
Regard to Time or other Circumſtances, while I ſtrictly 
adhere to Truth. My only Concern is, that I ſhall hard] 
be able todo Juſtice to my Maſter's Arguments and Expreſ- 
ſions, which muſt needs ſuffer by my want of capacity, as 
well as by a Tranſlation into our barbarous Engliſb. 


In Obedience therefore to hir Honour's Commands, 1 
related to him the Revolution under the Prince of Orange, 
the long War with France entered into by the ſaid Prince, 
and renewed by his Succeſlor the preſent Queen, wherein 
the_greateſt Powers of Chriſtendom were engaged, and 
which ſtill continued: I computed at his Requeſt, that a- 
bout a Million of Tahoos might have been killed in the 1 2 
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Progrels of it, and perhaps a Hundred or more Cities taken, 
and thrice as many Ships burnt or ſunk. 


Hx asked me what were the uſual Cauſes or Motives that 
made one Country go to War with another. I anſwered 
they vere innumerable, but I ſhould only mention a few of 
the Chief. Sometimes the Ambition of Princes, who ne- 
ver think they have Land or People enough to govern: 
Sometimes the Corruption of Miniſters, who engage their 
Maſter in a War. in order to ſtifle or divert the Clamour of 
the Subjects againſt their evil Adminiſtration, Difference 
in Opinions hath coſt many Millions of Lives: For inſtance, 


whether Fleſh be Bread, or Bread be Fleſh; whether the 


jor of a certain Berry be Blood or Wine; whether Whiſtling 
ea Vice or a Virtue; whether it be better to kiſs 4 Poſt, or 
throw it into the Fire; what is the beſt Colour for a Coat, 
whether Black, White, Redor Gray; and whether it ſhould 
be long or ſhort, narrow or wide, dirty or clean, with many 
more. Neither are any Wars ſo furious and bloody, or of 
ſolong Continuance, as thoſe occaſioned by Difference in 
Opinion, eſpecially it it be in things indifferent. 


SOMETIMEs the Quarrel between two Princes ts to decide 
which ot them ſhall diſpoſſeſs a Third of his Dominions, 
where neither ot them pretend to any Right. Sometimes 
one Prince quarrelleth with another, tor fear the other 
ſhould quarrel with him. Sometimes a War is entered up- 
on, becauſe the Enemy is too ſtrong, and ſometimes becauſe 
he is too weak, Sometimes our Neighbours want the Things 
which we have. or have the Things which we want; and 
we both fight, till they take ours or give us theirs. It is a 
very dene Cauſe of War to invade a Country after the 
People have been waſted by Famine, deſtroyed by Peſtilence, 
or embroiled by Factions amongſt themſelves. It is juſtifi- 
able to enter into War againſt our neareſt Ally, when one ot 
his Towns lies convenient for us, or a Territory of Land, 
that would render our Dominions round and compleat. If 
a Prince ſends Forces into a Nation, where the People are 
poor and ignorant, he may lawfully put half of them to 
Death, and make Slaves ot the reſt, in order to civilize and 
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reduce them from their barbarous Way of Living. It is a 
very kingly, honourable, and frequent Practice, when one 
Prince deſires the Aſſiſtance of another to ſecure him a- 
gainſt an Invaſion, that the Aſſiſtant, when he hath driven 
out the Invader, ſnould ſeize on the Dominions himſelf, 
and kill, impriſon or baniſh the Prince he came to relieve. 
Allyance by Blood or Marriage, is a frequent Cauſe of War 
between Princes, and the nearer the Kindred is, the grea- 
ter is their Diſpoſition to m__ Poor Nations are hungry, 
and rich Nations are proud, and Pride and Hunger will ever 
be at Variance. For thoſe Reaſons, the Trade of a Soldier 
is held the moſt honourable of all others: Becauſe a Soldier 
is a Tahoo hired to kill in cold Blood as many of his own 
Species, who have never oftended him, as poſſibly he can. 


THERE are likewiſe another Kind of Princes in Europe, 
not able to make War by themſelves, who hire out their 
Troops to richer Nations, for ſo much a Day to each Man; 
of vrhich they keep three fourths to themſelves, and it is 
the beſt part of their Maintenance; ſuch are thoſe in many 
Northren Parts of Europe. 


Wnar you have told me, (ſaid my Maſter) upon the 
Subject ot War, does indeed diſcover moſt admirably the 
Effects of that Reaſon you pretend to: However it is hap- 
py that the Shame is greater than the Danger; and that Na- 
ture hath left you utterly uncapable of doing much Miſ- 
chief. | | 


For your Mouths lying flat with your Faces, you can 
hardly bite each other to any purpoſe, unleſsby Conſent, 
Then as to the Claws upon your Feet before and behind, 
they are ſo ſhort and tender, that one of our Yahoos would 
drive a dozen of yours before him. And therefore in re. 
counting the Numbers of thoſe who have been killed in 
Battle, I cannot but think that you have ſaid the Thing which 


I couLD not forbear ſhaking'my Head and ſmiling a lit- 
tle at his Ignorance, And being no Stranger to the Art of 
| War, 
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War, I gave him a Deſcription of Cannons, Culverins, 
Muskets, Carabines, Piſtols, Bullets, Powder, Swords, 
Bayonets, Sieges, Retreats, Attacks, Undermines, Coun- 
termines, Bombardments, Sea-fights ; Ships ſunk with a 
Thouſand Men, Twenty thouſand killed on each Side; dy- 
ing Groans, Limbs flying in the Air, Smoak, Noiſe, Con- 
fuſion, Trampling to Death under Horſes Feet; Flight, 
Purſuit, Victory; Fields ſtrewed with Carcaſes left for 
Food to Dogs, and Wolves, and Birds of Prey; Plundering, 
Stripping, Raviſhing, Burning and Deſtroying, And to 
ſet forth the Valour of my own dear Countrymen, I aſſu- 
red him, that I had ſeen them blow up a Hundred Enemies 
at once in a Siege, and as many in a Ship, and beheld the 
dead Bodies come down in pieces from the Clouds, to the 
great Diverſion ot the Spectators. 


I was going on to more Particulars, when my Maſter 
commanded me Silence, He ſaid, Whoever underſtood 
the Nature of Yahoos might eaſily believe it poſſible for fo 
vilean Animal, to be capable of every Action I had named, 
if their Strength and Cunning equalled their Malice. But 
25 my Diſcourſe had increaſed his Abhorrence of the whole 
Species, ſo he found it gave him a Diſturbance in his Mind, 
to which he was wholly a Stranger betore. He thought 


his Ears being uſed to ſuch abominable Words, might by 


Degrees admit them with leſs Deteſtation. That although 


he hated the Yahoos of this Country. yet he no more blamed 
them for their odious Gries than he did a Gnnayh (a 


Bird of Prey) for its Cruelty, or a ſharp Stone for cutting 


my Hoof. But when a Creature pretending to Reaſon, 
could be capable of ſuch Enormities, he dreaded leſt the 


Corruption of that Faculty might be worſe than Brutality 


itſelf. He ſeemed theretore confident, that inſtead of Rea- 
ſon, we were only poſſeſſed of ſome Quality fitted to en- 
creaſe our natural Vices; as the Reflection from a troubled 
Stream returns the Image of an ill ſhapen Body, not only 
larger, but more diſtorted. 1 


He added, That he bad heard too much upon the Subject 
of War, both in this, and ſome former Diſcourſes, There 
Was 
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was another Point which a little perplexed him at preſent, 
I had informed him, that ſome of our Crew left their Coun- 
try on account of being ruined by Law; that I had already 
explained the meaning of the Word ; but he was at a Loſs 
how it ſhould come to paſs, that the Law which was in- 
tended for every Man's Preſervation, ſhould be any Man's 
Ruin. Therefore he deſired to be farther ſatisfied what I 
meant by Law, and what ſort of Diſpenſers thereof it 
could be by whoſe Practices the Property of any Perſon 
could be loſt, inſtead of being preſerved. He added, he 
faw not what great Occaſion there could be for this Thing 
called Law, fince all the Intentions and Purpoſes of it may 
be fully an{wered by following the Dictates of Nature and 
Reaſon, which are ſufficient Guides for a Reaſonable Ani- 
mal, as we pretended to be, in ſhewing us what we ought 
to do, and what to avoid. 


I as$URED his Honour, that Law wasa Science wherein 
I had not much converſed, having little more Knowledge 
of it than what I had obtained by employing Advocates, in 
vain, upon ſome Injuſtices that had been done me, and by 
eonverſing with ſome others who by the ſame Method had 
firſt loſt their Subſtance and then left their own Country 
under the Mortification of ſuch Diſappointments, howe- 
ver I would give him all the Satisfaction | was able. 


I sa1D that thoſe who made profeſſion of this Science 
were exceedingly multiplied, being almoſt equal tothe Ca- 
terpillars in Number; that they were of diverſe Degrees, 
Diſtinctions and Denominations. The Numerouſneſs ot 
thoſe that dedicated themſelves to this Proteſſion wereſuch 
that the fair and juſtifiable Advantage and Income of the 
Profeſſion was not ſufficient for the decent and handſome 
Maintenance of Multitudes of thoſe who followed it. Hence 
it came to paſs that it was found ne edtul to ſupply thatb 
Artifice and Cunning, which could not be procured by ju 
and honeſt Methods: The better to bring whichabout, ve- 
ry many Men among us werebred up trom their Youth in 
the Art of proving by Words multiplied tor the Purpoſe 
that ¶ bite is Black, and Black is White, according as they 
5 | are 
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are paid. The Greatneſs of theſe Mens Aſſurance and the 
Boldneſs of their Pretenſions gained upon the Opinion of 
the Vulgar, whom in a Manner they made Slaves of, and 
got into their Hands much che largeſt Share of the Practice 
of their Profeſſion. Theſe Practitioners were by Men of 
Diſcernment called Pettifoggers, (that is, Confounders, or 
rather, Deſtroyers of Right;) as it was my ill Hap as well as 
the Misfortune of my ſuffering Acquaintance to be engaged 
only with this Species ot the Profeſſion. I defired his 
Honour to underſtand the Deſcription I had to give, 
and the Ruin I had complained of to relate to theſe Secta- 
ries only, and how and by what means the Misfortunes we 
met with were brought upon us by the Management of 
theſe Men, might be more eaſily conceived by explaining 
to him their Method of Proceeding, which could not be 


better done than by giving him an Example; 


M y Neighbour, faid I, I will ſuppoſe, has a mind to 
my Cow, he hires one of theſe Advocates to prove that he 
ought to have my Cow from me. I muſt then hireanother 
of them to defend my Right, it being againſt ail Rules of 
Law that any Man ſhould be allowed to ſpeak for himſelf. 
Now inthiscaſe, I who am the Right Owner lie under two 

eat Diſadvantages.” Firſt, my Advocate, being as I ſaid 

fore practiſed almoſt from his Cradle in defending Falſ- 
hood, is quite out of his Element when he would argue for 
Right, whichas an Office unnatural heattempts with great 
Awkwardneſs, if not with an Il|-will. The Second Diſ- 
advantage is that my Advocate muſt proceed with great 
Caution; for, ſince the Maintenance of ſo many depend on 
the keeping upof Buſineſs, ſhould he proceed too ſumma- 
rily, if he does not incur the Diſpleaſure of his Superiors, 
he is ſure to gain the Ill- will and Hatred of his Brethren, as 
being by them eſteemed one that would leſſen the Practice 
of the Law. This being the Caſe, I have but two Methods 
topreferve my Cow. The firſt is, to gain over my Adver- 
fary's Advocate with a double Fee, from the Manner and 
Deſign of whoſe Education before mentioned it is eaſy to 
expect he will be induced to drop his Client and let the Bal- 
lance fall on my Side, The Second Way is for my Advo- 

Part IV. F cate 


34 AVozagetotheHourununns. 


catenot to inſiſt on the Juſtice ot my Cauſe, by allowing 
the Cow to belong to my Adverſar y; and this if it be dexte- 
rouſly and skilfully done will go a Way towards ob- 

ining a favourable Verdict, it having been found, from a 
careful Obſervation of Iffues and Events, that the wrong 
Side, under the Management of ſuch Practitioners, has the 
fairer Chance for Succeſs, and this more eſpecially if it 
happens, as it did in mine and my Friend's Caſe, and ma 
have done fince, that the Perſon appointed to decide al 
Controverſies of y as well as for the Tryal of Cri- 
minals, who ſhould be taken out of the moſt knowing and 
Wiſe of his Profeſiton, is by the Recommendation ot a great 
Favourite, or Court-Miſtrefs choſen out of the Sect before 
mentioned, and fo, having been under a ſtrong Biaſs all bis 
Lite againſt 
fatal Neceſſity ot favouring, ſhifting, double dealing and 
Oppreſſion, and beſides rough Age, Infirmity, and Di- 
ſtempers grovyn lazy, un&tive, and inattentive, and there- 
dy almoſt incapacitated from doing any thing becoming the 
Nature of his Imployment, and the Duty of his Office. In 
ſuch Caſes, the Deciſions and Determinations of Men ſo 
bred, and ſo qualified, may with Reaſon be expected onthe 
wrong {ide of the Cauſe, fince thoſe who can take Ha- 
rangue and Noiſe, (if purſued with Warmth, and crawn 
out into a Length,)tor Reaſoning, arc not much to bewon- 
deredat, if Bey infer the weight ot the Argument from 
the heavineſs ot the Pleading. 


IT is a Maxim among theſe Men, That whatever has 
been done before may legally be done again: And therefore 
they take ſpecial Care to record all the Deciſions formerly 
made, even thoſe which have through Ignorance or Cor- 
ruption contradicted the Rules of common Juſtice and the 

general Reaſonof Mankind. Theſe, under the Name of 
Precedents, they produce as Authorities, and thereby en- 
deavour to juſtify the moſt iniquitous Opinions; and they 
are ſo lucky in this Practice, that it rarely tails of Decrees 
anſwerable to their Intent and Expectation. 
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In pleading, they ſtudiouſly avoid entring into the Me- 
rits of the Cauſe; but are loud, violent and tedious in dwe!- 
ling upon all Circumſtances which are not to the Purpoſe. 
For Inſtance, in the Caſe already mentioned; They never 
deſire to know what Claim or Title my Adverſary hath to 
my Cow, but whether the {aid Cow were Red or Black, her 
Horns long or ſhort ; whether the Field I graze her in be 
round or ſquare, whether ſhe was milked at home or abroad, 
what Diſeaſes he is ſubject to, and the like; after which 
they conſult Precedents, adjourn the Cauſe trom Time to 
—_ and in Ten, Twenty, or Thirty Years come to an 
ue. 


Ir is likewiſe to be obſerved that this Society hath a pe- 
culiar Cant and jargon of their own, that no other Mortal 
can underſtand, and wherein all their Laws arc written, 
which they take ſpecial Care to multiply; whereby they 
have gone near to contound the very Eflence of Truth and 
Falſhood, of Right and Wrong; ſo that it may take Thir- 
ty Years to decide whether the Field, left me by my An- 
ceſtors for {ix Generations, belongsto.me or to a Stranger 
three hundred Miles off, | 


Ix the Tryal of Perſons accuſed for Crimes againſt the 
State the Method is much more ſhort and commendable: 
For if thoſe in power, who know well how to chooſe In- 
ſtruments fit for their Purpoie, take care to recommend 
and promote out of this Clan a proper Perſon, his Method 
of Education and Practice makes it eaſy to him, when his 
Patrons Diſpoſition is underſtood, without Difficulty or 
Study either tocondemn or acquit the Criminal, and at the 
fame time ſtrictly preſerve all due Forms of Law. 


HERE my Maſter interpoſing ſaid it was a Pity, that 
Creatures endowed with ſuch prodigious Abilities ot Mind 
as theſe Advocates by the Deſcription | gave of them muſt 
certainly be, were not rather encouraged to be Inſtructors 
of others in Wiſdom and Knowledge. In aniwer to which 
I aflured his Honour that the Buſineſs and Study of their 
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own Calling and Profeſſion ſo took up all their Thoughts 


and that therefore, in all points out of their own Trade, ma- 
ny of them were of ſo great Ignorance and Stupidity, that 
it was hard to pick out of any Profeſſion a Generation of 
Men more deſpicable in common Converſation, or who 
were ſo much looked upon as avowed Enemies to all 
Knowledge and Learning, being equally diſpoſed to pervert 
the general reaſon of Mankind in every other Subject of 
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CHAP. VI. 


A Continuation of the State England, ſo well governed by 
4 Queen as to need no firſs Miniſter. The Character of 
ſuch an one in ſome European Courts. 


Y Maſter was yet wholly ata Loſs to underſtand 

what Motives could incite this Race of Lawyers to 

rplex, diſquiet, and weary themſelves, and e in a 
Coofederacy of Injuſtice, merely tor the Sake of injuring 
their Fellow-Animals; neither could he comprehend what 
I meant in ſaying they did it for Hire. Whereupon I was 
at much Pains to deſcribe to him the Uſe of Money, the Ma- 
terials it was made of, and the Value of the Metals; that 
when a Yahoo had got a great Store of this precious Sub- 
ſtance, he wasable to purchaſe whatever he had a mind to, 
the fineſt Cloathing, the nobleſt Houſes, great Tracts of Land, 
the moſt coſtly Meats and Drinks, and have his choice of 
the moſt beautiful Females. Therefore ſince Money alone, 
was able to perform all theſe Feats, our Yahoos thought, they 
could never have enough ot it to ſpend or to ſave, as they 
found themſelves inclined from their natural Bent either to 
Profuſion or Avarice. That the Rich Man enjoyed the 
Fruit of the Poor Man's Labour, and the latter were a thou- 
ſand to one in proportion to the former. That the Bulk of 
our People were forced to live miſerably, by labour ing eve- 
ry Day for ſmall Wages to make a few live plentifully, 1 
enlarged myſelf much on theſe and many other Particulars 
to the ſame purpoſe: But his Honour was ſtill to ſeek: For 
he went upon a ſuppoſition that all Animals had a Title to 
their ſhare in the Productions of the Earth, and eſpecially 
thoſe who preſided over the reſt. Therefore he deſired I 
would let him know, what theſe coſtly Meats were, 2 
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how afly of us happened to want them. Whereupon I e- 
numernted as many ſorts as came into my Head, with the 
various Methods of dreſſing them, which could not be done 
without ſending Veſſels by Sea to every part of the World, 
as well for Liquors to Drink, as for Sauces, and innumera- 
ble other Conveniencies. I aſſured him, that this whole 
Globe of Earth muſt be at leaſt three times gone round, be- 
fore one of our better Female Yahoos could get her Breakfaſt, 
or a Cup to put it in. He ſaid, That muſt needs be a miſe- 
rable Country which cannot tarniſh Food for its own In- 
Habitants. But what he chiefly wondered at was how ſuch 
vaſt Tracts of Ground as 1 deſcribed ſhould be wholly with- 
out Freſh-water, and the People put to the Neceſlity of 
{ending over the Sea for Drink. I replied, that Exgland 
_ (thedear Place of my Nativity) was computed to produce 
three times the quantity of Food, more than its Inhabitants 
are able to contatne, as well as Liquors extracted from 
Grain, or preſſed out of the Fruit of certain Trees, which 
made excellent Drink, and the fame Proportion in every o- 
ther Convenience of Life. But in order to feed the Luxury 
and Intemperance of the Males, and the Vanity of the Fe- 
males, we ſent away the greateſt Part of our neceſſary 
Things to other Coumries, from whence in return we 
brought the Materialsof Diſeaſes, Folly, and Vice, to ſpend 
— ourſelves. Hence it follows of Neceſſity, that 
vaſt Numbers of our People are compelled to ſeek their 
Livelibood by Begging, Robbing, Stealing, Cheating, Pim- 
ping, Forfwearing, Flattering, Suborning, Forging, Ga- 
ming, Lying, Fawning, Hectoring, Voting, Scribling, 
— oyſoning, Whoring, Canting, Libelling, Free- 
thinking, and the like Occupations : Every one of which 
Terms, I was at much Pains to make him underſtand. 


Tn at Wine was not imported among us from foreign 
Countries, to ſupply the want of Water or other Drinks, 
butbecauſe it was a ſort of a 75 which made us merry, 
by putting vs out of our Senfes; diverted all cha 
| ghts, begät wild extravagant Imaginations in the 
'Brain, raifed our Hopes, and baniſhed or Fears, ſuſpended 
every Office of Reaton for a Time, and deprived us of — 
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Uſe. of our Limbs, till we fell into a profound 3 al- 
though it muſt be confeſſed, that we always a lick 
and diſpirited, and that the Uſe of this Liquor filled us with 
Diſeaſes, which made our Lives uncomtortable and ſhort. 


Bu beſide all this, the Bulk of our People ſupported 
themſelves by furniſhing the Neceſſities and Conveniencies 
of Life to Rich, and to each other. For Inſtance, 
when I am at home and dreſſed as I ought to be, I carry on 
my Body the Workmanſhip of an Hundred Tradeſmen; 
the Building and Furniture of my Houle 98 
more and five times the Number to adorn my Wife. 


þ 


I Was going on to tell him of another ſort of People, 
who get their Livelihood by attending the Sick, having up- 
on ſome Occaſions informed his Honour that many ot my 
Crew had died of Diſeaſes. But here it was with the ut- 
moſt Difficulty, that I brought him to apprehend what 1 
meant. He could eaſily conceive, that a Hawybakam grew 
weak and heavy a few Days before his or by ſome 
Accident might hurt a Limb. But that Nature, who. works 


all Things to Perfection, ſhould ſuffer any Pains to breed in 


our Bodies, he thought it impoſſib e, and deſired to know 
the reaſon of ſo unaccountable an Evil. I told him, we 
fed on a thouſand Things which operated contrary to each 
other; that we eat when we were not hungry, and drank 
revs Fn gl. of . That hab =p er 
Nightsdrinki ng Liquors without cating a Bit,whi 

diſpoſed ustoSlath, —— Bodies, and precipitated 
or prevented Digeſtion. That proſtitute Fe Taheos ac- 
quired a certain Malady, which bred Rottenneſs in the Bones 
of thoſe, who fell into their Embraces ; That this and ma- 
ny other Diſeaſes, were propagated from Father to San, ſo 
that great Numbers comeinto the World with complicated 
Maladies upon them; thatit would be endleis to give him a 
Catalogue of all Diſeaſes incident to human Bodies; far 
they could not be fewer than five or fix hundred, ſpread o- 
ver every Limb, and Joynt; in ſhort, every Part, external 
and inteſtine, having Diſeaſes appropriated to them. To 


remedy which, there was a Sort of Pcople bred up 
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us, inthe Profeſſion or Pretence of curing the Sick. And 
becauſe I had ſome Skill in the Faculty, I would in Gratitude 
to his Honour, let him know the whole Myſtery and Me- 
thod by which they proceed. 


Tun EIR Fundamental is, That all Diſeaſes ariſe from 
jon, from whence they conclude, that a great Eva- 
cuationot the Body is neceſſary, either through the natural 
Paſſage, or upwards at the Mouth. Their next Buſineſs is, 
from Herbs, Minerals, Gums, Oyls, Shells, Salts, Juices, 
Sea-weed, Excrements, Barksof Trees, Serpents, Toads, 
Frogs, Spiders, dead Mens Fleſhand Bones, Beaſtsand Fiſh- 
es, to form a Compoſition for Smell and Taſte the moſtabo- 


minable, nauſeous and deteſtable, they can poſſibly contrive, 
which the Stomach immediately rejects with — and 
this they call a Vumit; or elſe trom the ſame Store-houſe, 
with ſome other poyſonous Additions, they command us 
to take in at the Orifice above or below, (juſt as the Phyſician 
then happens to be diſpoĩed) a Medicine equally annoying 
and diſguſtful to the Bowels, which relaxing the Belly, drives 
down all before it, and this they call a Purge, or a Glyſter, 
For Nature (as the Phyſicians alledge) having intended the 
ſuperior anterior Orifice only for the intromiſſion of Solids 
and gs and the inferior for Eje&ion, theſe Artiſts in- 
geniouſly conſidering that in all Diſeaſes Nature is forced 
out of her Seat; therefore to replace her in it, the Body 
muſt be treated in a manner directly contrary, by inter- 
changing the Uſe of each Orifice, forcing Solids and 
N in at the Anus, and making Evacuations at the 
Mouth. | 


Bur, beſides real Diſeaſes, we are ſubje& to many that 
are only imaginary, for which the Phyſicians have invented 
imaginary Cures; theſe have their ſeveral Names, and ſo 
have the Drugs that are proper for them, and with theſe 
our Female Yahoosarc always infeſted, 


One great Excellency in this Tribe is their Skill at Prog- 
noſticks, wherein they ſeldom fail; their Predictions in real 
. Diſeaſes, when they riſe to any Degree of Malignity, Ml 
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nerally portending Death, which is always in their Power, 
when Recovery is not: And therefore, upon any unexpect- 
ed Signs ot Amendment, after they have pronounced their 
Sentence, rather than be accuſed as falſe Prophets, they 
know how to approve their Sagacity to the World by a ſea- 
ſonable Doſe, | 


Tuer are likewiſe of ſpecial Uſe to Husbandsand Wives, 
who are grown weary of their Mates, to eldeſt Sons, to 
great Miniſters of State, and often to Princes. 


l ua formerly upon occaſion diſcourſed with my Ma- 
ſter upon the Nature of Government in general, — par- 
ticularly of our own excellent —— deſer vedly the 

| orld. But having here 
accidentally mentioned a Miniſter of State; he commanded 
me ſome time after to inform him, what Species of Yahoo 
I particularly meant by that Appellation. 


I ToLD him, that our She Governor or Queen having 
ho Ambition to gratify, no Inclination to ſatisfy of — 
ing her Power to the Injury ot her Neighbours, or the Pre- 
judice of her own Subjects, was therefore ſo far from need - 
ing a — Miniſtry to carry on or cover any ſiniſter De- 
figns, that She not only directs her own Actions to the Good 
of her People, conduct them by the Direction, and re- 
ſtrains them within the Limitation of the Laws of her own 
Country, but ſubmits the Behaviour and Acts of thoſe She 
intruſts with the Adminiſtration of her Affairs to the Exa- 
mination of Her great Council, and ſubjects them to the 
Penalties of the Law; and therefore never puts any ſuch 
Confidence in any of her Subjects as to entruſt them with 
the whole and entire Adminiſtration of her Affairs: But I 
added, that in ſome former Reigns here, and in many other 
Courts of Exrope now, where Princes grew indolent and 
careleſs of their own Affairs through a conſtant Love and 


* Purſuit of Pleaſure, they made uſe of ſuch an Adminiſtra- 


tor, as I had mentioned, under the Title of 5ſt or chief Mi- 

niſter of State, the Deſcription of which, as far as it may b e 

collected not only from chair Actions, but from the Letters, 
Parr IV. G Me- 
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Memoirs, and 4 by themſelves, the Truth 5 De 
of which has not yet been diſputed, may be allowed to be 
as follows: That he is a Perſon wholly exempt from Joy ons 
and Grief, Love and Hatred, Pity and Anger; at leaſt m akes 3 1 
uſe of no other Paſſions but a violent Defire ot Wealth, | * 
Power, and Titles; That he applies his Words to all Uſes, wy 
except to the Indication of his Mind; That he never tells a he 


Truth, but with an Intent that you ſhould take it for a Lye; 
nor a Lye, but with a Deſign that you ſhould take it for a 
Truth; That thoſe he ſpeaks wor ſt of behind their Backs, 
are in the ſureſt Way to Preferment ; and whenever he be- 
ins to praiſe you to others or to youſelf, you are from that 
ay forlorn. The worſt Mark you can receive isa Promiſe, 
eſpecially when it is confirmed with an Oath; atter which 
every wiſe Man retires, and gives over all Hopes. 


Tux are three Methods by which a Man may riſe to be 
chief Miniſter, The firſt is, by knowing with Prudence 
to diſpoſe ot a Wife, a Daughter, or a Siſter : The ſecond, 
by betraying or undermining his Predeceſſor: And the third 
is, bya furious Zeal in publick Aſſemblies againſt the Cor- 
ruptions of the Court. But a wiſe Prince would rather 
chooſe to employ thoſe who practice the laſt of theſe Me- 

;thods; bees {uch Zealots prove always the moſt obſe- 
quious and ſubſervient to the Wiiland Paſſions of their Ma- 
ſter. That theſe Miniſters having all Employments at their 
Diſpoſal, preſerve themſelves in Power by bribing the Ma- 
zority of a Senate or great Council; and at laſt by an Act of 
Indemnity (whereof I deſcribed the Nature to him) they 
ſecured themſelves from after Reckonings,andretired from 
the Publick, laden with the Spoilsof the Nation. 


Tux Palace of a Chief Miniſter, is a Seminary to breed 
up others in his own Trade : The Pages, Lacquies, and 
Porter, by imitating their Maſter, become Miniſters of State 
in their ſeveral Diſtricts, and learn to excel in the three prin- 
cipal Ingredients, of Inſolence, Lying, and Bribery, Ac- 
cordingly, they have a Subaltern Court paid to them by 
Perſons of the beſt Rank, and ſometimes by the * 
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Dexterity and Impudence, arrive through ſeveral Gradati- 
ons to be Succeſſors to their Lord. 


He is uſually governed by a decayed Wench or favourite 


Footman, who are the Tunnels through which all Graces | 


are conveyed, and may properly be called, in the laſt Reſort, 
the Governors of the Kingdom. 


Oxx Day in Diſcourſe my Maſter, having heard me 
mention the Nobility of my Country, was pleaſed to make 
mea Compliment which I could not pretend to deſerve: 
That he was ſure, I muſt have been born of ſome Noble 
Family, becauſel far exceeded in Shape, Colour, and Clean- 
lineſs, all the Yahoos of his Nation, although I ſeemed to 
tail in Strength, and Agility, which muſt be imputed to 
my different Way of Living from thoſe other Prutes, and 
belides, I was not only endowed with the Faculty of Speech, 


but likewiſe with ſome Rudiments of Reaſon, to a Degree, 


wat with all his Acquaintancel paſſed for a Prodigy. 


He made me obſerve, that among the Houyhnhnms, the 
White, the Sorrel, and the Iron- grey, were not ſo exactly 
ſhaped as the Bay, the Dapple-grey, and the Black; nor born 
with equal Talents of the Mind, or a Capacity to improve 
them; and therefore continued always in the Condition of 
Servants, without ever aſpiring to match out of their own 
Race, which inthat Country would be reckoned monſtrous 
and unnatural, | 


I MADE his Honour my moſt humble Acknowledgments 
for the good Opinion he was pleaſed to conceive of me; 
but aſſured him at the ſame time, that my Birth was of the 
lower Sort, having been born of plain honeſt Parents, who 
were juſt able to give me a tolerable Education: That No- 
bility among us wasaltogether adifferent Thing from the I- 
dea he had of it; That our young Noblemen are bred from 
their Childhood in Idienef! aud Luxury; that as ſoon as 
Years will permit, they conſume their Vigour, and con- 
tract odious Diſeaſes among lewd Females; and when their 
Fortunes are almoſt ruined, they marry ſome Woman of 
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mean Birth, diſagreeable Perſon, and unſound Conſtituti- 
on, merely for the Sake of Money, whom they hate and 
deſpiſe. That the Productions of ſuch Marriages are ge- 
nerally ſcrophulous, ricketty, or deformed Children, by 
which means the Family ſeldom continues above Three 
Generations, unleſs the Wife takescare to provide a health 
Father among her Neighbours, or Acquaintance, in order 
to improve and continue the Breed. That a weak diſeaſed 
Body, a meager Countenance, and ſallow Complexion, are 
nouncommon Marks of a Great Man; and a healthy robuſt 
Appearance is ſo far diſgraceful in a Man of Quality, that 
the World is apt to conclude his real Father to have beenone 
of the Inferiors of the 8 eſpeeially when it is ſeen 
that the Imperfections ot his Mind run parallel with thoſe 
of his Body and are little elſe than a Compoſition of Spleen, 
Dulneſs, Ignorance, Caprice, Senſuality, and Pride. 


CHAP. 


AP, 
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CHAP VII. 


1 The Author's great Love of his Native Country. His Ma- 


ſter's Obſert ations upon the Conſtitution and Adminiſtra- 
tion of England, as deſcribed by the Author, with parallel 
Caſes and Compariſons, His Maſter's Obſervations upon 
Human Nature. | 


T HE Reader may be diſpoſed to wonder how I could 
prevail on myſelf to give ſo free a Repreſentation 
of my own Species, among a Race of Mortals who were 
already too apt to conceive the vileſt Opinion of Human 

Kind from that entire Congruity betwixt me and their Ya- 
hoos. But I muſt freely conteſs, that the many Virtues of 
thoſe excellent Quadrupeds placed in oppoſite View to hu- 


man Corruptions, had ſo far opened my Eyes and enligh- 


3 tened my Underſtanding, that | began to view the Actions 


and Paſſions of Man in a very different Light, and to think 
the Honour of myown Kind not worth managing ; which, 
beſides, it was impoſſible for me to do before a Perſon of fo 
acutea Judgment as my Maſter, who daily convinced me 
of athouſand Faults in myſelt, whereof | had not the leaſt 
Perception before, and which among us would never be 
numbered even among human Infirmities, ! had likewiſe 
learned from his Example an utter Deteſtation of all Talſe- 
hood or Diſguiſe; and Truth appeared ſo amiable to me, 
that | determined upon ſacrificing every thing to it. 


LET me deal ſo candidly with the Reader, as to confeſs, 
that there was yet a much ſtronger Motive for the Freedom 
I took in my Repreſentation ot Things. | had not been a 
Year in this Country, before | contracted ſuch a Love and 
Veneration for the Inhabitants, that I entered on a firm 
| | | Reſolution 
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Reſolution never toreturn to human Kind, but to paſs the 
reſt of my Life among theſe admirable Houyhnhnms in the 
Contemplation and Practice of every Virtue ; where 1 
could have no Example or Incitement to Vice. But it was 
decreed by Fortune, my perpetual Enemy, that ſo great a 
Felicity ſhould not fall to my ſhare. However, it is now 
ſome Comfort to reflect, that in what I ſaid of my Coun- 
trymen, Iextenuated their Faults as much as I durſt betore 
fo ſtrict an Examiner, and upon every Article, gave as fa. 
vourable a Turn as the Matter would bear. For, indeed, 
whois there alive that will not be ſwayed by his Byaſs and 
Partiality to the Place of his Birth. 


Inavercated the Subſtance of ſeveral Converſations 
I had with my Maſter, during the greateſt part of the Time 
J had the Honour to be in his Service, but have indeed for 
Brevity ſake omitted much more than is here ſet down, 


Wuen Ihadanſweredall his Queſtions, and his Curi- 
oſity ſeemed to be fully ſatisfied ; he ſent for me one Morn- 

ing early, and commanding me to fit down at ſome di- 

ſtance, (an Honour which he had never before conferred 

upon me) he ſaid, He had been very ſeriouſly conſidering 

my whole Story, as far as itrelated both to myſelf and my 

Country: That he looked upon us asa ſort of Animals to 

whoſe Share, by what Accident he could not conjecture, 

ſome ſmall Pittance of Reaſon had fallen, whereot we made 

no other Uſe than by its Aſſiſtance to aggravate our atu- 

ral Corruptiens, and to acquire new ones which Nature 

had not given us. That we diſarmed ourſelves of the few 

Abilities ſhe hadbeſtowed, had been very ſucceſsful in mul- 

tiplying our original Wants, and ſeemed to ſpend our whole 
Lives in vain Endeavours to ſupply them by our own In- 

ventions. That as to myſelf, it was manifeſt I had neither 
the Strength or Agility of a common Yahoo, that I walked 

infirmly on my hinder Feer, had found out a Contrivance 
to make my Claws of no Ule or Deferice, and to remove 
the Hair from my Chin, which was intended as a ſhelter 
fromthe Sun and the Weather, Laſtly, That 1 could net- 

© | . cher 
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ther run with Speed, nor climb Trees like my Brethren (as 


| he called them) the Yahoos in this Country. 


THa x our Inſtitutions of Government and Law were 
plainly owing to our groſs Detects in Reaſon, and by con- 
ſequence, in Fertue; becauſe Reaſon alone is ſufficient to 
govern a Rational Creature; which was therefore a Cha- 
rater we had no Pretence to challenge, even from the Ac- 
count I had given of my own People, although he mani- 
teſtly perceived, that in order to favour them, I had con- 


cealed many Particulars, and often ſaid the Thing which was 


not. 


He was the more confirmed in this Opinion, becauſe 
he obſerved, that as I agreed in every Feature ot my Body 
with other Yahoos, except where it was to my real Diſad- 
vantage in point of Strength, Speed and Activity, the 
ſhortneſs of my Claws, and ſomeother Particulars where 
Nature had no Part; ſo from the Reprelentation I had gi- 
ven him of our Lives, our Manners, and our Actions, he 
found as near a Reſemblance in the Diſpoſitions ot our 
Minds. He ſaid the Yahoos were known to hate one ano- 
ther more than they did any different Species of Animals ; 
and the Reaſon uſually aſſigned, was, the Odiouſneſs of 
their own Shapes, which all could ſee in the reſt, but not 
in themſelves. He had therefore begun to think it not un- 
wiſe in us to cover our Bodies, and by that Invention, con- 
ceal many of our own Deformities from each other, which 
would elſe be hardly ſupportable. But, he now found he 
had been miſtaken, and that the Diſſentions of thoſe Brutes 
in his Country were owing to the ſame Cauſe with ours, 
as I had deſcribed them. For, if (ſaid he) you throw a- 
mong Five Yahoos as much Food as would be ſufficient for 
Fifty, they will, inſte ad of eating peaceably, fall together 
by the Ears, each ſingle one impatient to have all to itſelf; 
and therefore a Servant was uſually employed to ſtand by 
while they were feeding abroad, and thoſe kept at home 
were tied at a Diſtance from each other; that if a Cow died 
of Age or Accident, before a Howuyhnhnm could ſecure it 
for his own Tahoos, thoſe in the. Neighbourhood would 


come 
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come in Herds toſeize it, and then would enſue ſuch a Bat- 
tleas I haddeſcribed, with terrible Wounds made by their 
Claws on both Sides, p_—_ they ſeldom were able to 
kill one another, for want of ſuch convenient Inſtruments 
of Death as we had invented. At other times the like Bat- 
tles have been fought between the Tahoos of ſeveral Neigh- 
bourhoods without any viſible Cauſe: Thoſe of one Di- 
ſtri& watching all Opportunities to ſurprize the next before 
they are prepared. But if they find their Project hath miſ- 
carried, they return home, and for want of Bnemies, en- 
gage in what I call a Civil War among themſelves. 


Tuar in ſome Fields of his Country, there are certain 
ming Srones of ſeveral Colours, whereot the Yahoos are 
violently tond, and when Part of theſe Stones is fixed in the 
Earth, as it ſometimes happeneth, they will dig with 
their Claws for whole Days to get them out, then carry 
them away, and hide them by Heaps in their Kennels; but 
ſtill looking round with great Caution, tor tear their Com- 
rades ſhould find out their Treaſure. My Maſter ſaid, he 
could never diſcover the Reaſon of this unnatural Appetite, 
or how theſe Stones could be of any Uſe to a Taboo; but 
now he believed it might proceed from the ſame Principle 
of Awvarice, which I had aſcribed to Mankind; that he had 
once, by way of Experiment, privately removed a Heap of 
theſe Stone: from the Place where one of his Yahoos had bu- 
riedit: Wh n, the ſordid Animal miſſing his Trea- 
ſure, by his loud lamenting brought the whole Herd to the 
Place, there miſerably howled, then fell to biting and tear- 
ing the reſt, began to pine away, would neither cat, nor 
ſleep, nor work, till he ordered a Servant privately to con- 
the Stones into the ſame Hole, and hide them as before; 
which when his Yahoo had found, he preſently recovered 
his Spirits and good Humour, but took care to remove them 
to a better hiding- place, and hath ever ſince been a very ſer- 
viceable Brute. | 


Mx Maſter farther aſſured me, which I alſo obſerved 
myſelf, That in che Fields where theſe ſbining _ - 
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bound, the fierceſt and moſt frequent Battles are fought, 
occaſioned by perpetual Inroads of the Neighbouring Ta- 


2005, 


He ſaid, it was common when two Yahoos diſcovered 
ſuch a Stone in a Field. and were contending which of them 
ſhould be the Proprietor, a third would takethe Advantage, 
and carry it away from them both; which my Maſter would 


needs contend to have ſome kind of Reſemblance with our 


Suits at Law; wherein I thought it for our Credit not to 
undeceive him; fince the Deciſion he mentioned was much 
more equitable than many Decrees among us : Becauſe the 
Plaintift and Defendant there loſt nothing beſide the Stone 
they contended for, whereas our Courts of Equity, would 
ſeldom have diſmiſſed the Cauſe while either of them had 
any thing left, 


My Maſter continuing his Diſcourſe, ſaid, There was 
nothing that rendered the Yahoos moreodious, than their 
undiſtinguiſhing Appetite to devour every Thing that came 
in their way, whether Herbs, Roots, Berries, the corrup- 
ted Fleſhof Animals, or all mingled together: And it was 
peculiar in their Temper, that they were fonder of what 
they could get by Rapine of Stealth at a greater diſtance, 
than much better Food provided for them at home, If their 
Prey held out, they would eat tillthey were ready to burſt, 
after which Nature had pointed out to them a certain Rost 
that gave them a general Evacuation. | 


Tuxnx was alſo another kind of Root very juicy, but 
ſomewhat rare and difficult to be found, which the Yahoos 
ſought for with much r and would ſuck it with 
_ Delight; and it produced the ſame Effects that Wine 

ath upon us. It would make them ſometimes hug, 
ſometimes tear one another, they would howl and grin, 
and chatter, and tumble, and then fall afleep in the Dirt. 


I pid indeed obſerve, that the Yahoos were the only A- 
nimals in this Country ſubject to any Diſeaſes; which how- 
ever, were much fewer than Horſes have among us, and 
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contracted not by any ill Treatment they meet with, but 


by the Naſtineſs, and Greedineſs ot that ſordid Brute. Nei- 


ther has their Languageany more thana general Appellation 
for thoſe Maladies, whichis borrowed trom the Name of 
the Beaſt, and called Hnea-Yahoo or the Yahoo's-Evil, and 
the Cure preſcribed is a Mixture of their own Dung and U- 
rine forcibly put down the Yahoo's Throat. This I have 
ſince often taken myſelf, and do freely recommend it tomy 
Country-men, for the publick Good, as an admirable Spe- 
cifick againſt all Diſeaſes produced by Repletion. 


As to Learning, Government, Arts, Manufactures, and 
the like, my Maſter confeſſed he could find little or no Re- 
ſemblance between the Yahoos of that Country and thoſe in 


ours. For, he only meant to obſerve what Parity there was 


in our Natures. He had heard indeed ſome curious Howuy- 
hnhnms obſer ve, that in moſt Herds there was a ſort of ru- 
ling Yahoo, (asamong us thereis generally ſome leading or 
principal Stag in a Park) who was always more deformedin 
Body, and miſchievous in Diſpoſition, than any of the reſt, 
That this Leader had uſually a Favourite as like himſelf as he 
could get, whoſe Employment was to lick his Maſter's Feet 
and Poſteriors, and drive the Female Yahoos to his Kennel; 
for which he was now and then rewarded with a = of 
Aſs's Fleſh. This Favou ite is hated by the whole Herd, 
and therefore to protect himſelf, keeps always near the Per- 
ſon of his Leader, He uſually continues in Office till a worſe 
can be found; but the very Moment he is diſcarded, his 
Succeſſor, at the Head of all the Yahoos in that Diſtrict, 
Youngand Old, Mile and Frmale, come in a Body, and diſ- 
charge their Excrements upon him from Head to Foot. 
But how far this might be applicable to our Courts and Fa- 
vourites, and Miniſters of State, my Maſter ſaid I could beſt 
determine. 


I pursT make no return to this malicious Inſinuation, 


which debaſed human Underſtanding below the _— of 


a common Hound. io has Judgmentenough todiſtinguiſh 
and follow the Cry of the ableſt Dog in the Pack, without 
being ever miſtaken, 


Mr 
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My Maſter told me, there were ſome Qualities remark- 
able in the Yahoos, which he had not obſerved me to men- 
tion, or at leaſt very A in the Accounts I had given 
him of human Kind; he ſaid. Thoſe Animals, like other 
Brutes, had their Females in common; but inthis they dif- 
fered, that the She-Yahoo would admit the Male, while ſhe 
waspregnant, andthat the Hees would quarrel and fight 
with Females as fiercely as with each other. Both which 
Practices were ſuch Degrees of Brutality, that noother ſen- 
ſitive Creature ever arrived at. 


AnoTHER thing he wondred at in the Yahoos, was their 
ſtrange Diſpoſition to Naſtineſs and Dirt, whereas there 
appears to be a natural Love of Cleanlineſs in all other Ani- 
mals. As to the two former Accuſations, I was glad to let 
them paſs without any Reply, becauſe 1 had not a Word to 
offer upon them in Defence ot my Species, which other- 
wiſe I certainly had done from my own Inclinations. But 
I could have eaſily vindicated Human Kind from the Impu- 
tation of Singularity upon the Article, if there had been 
any Swine inthat Country, (as unluckily for me there were 
not) which although it may be a fweeter ages than 
a Yahoo, cannot I humbly conceive in Juſtice pretend to 
more Cleanlineſs: and ſo his Honour himſelf muſt have 
owned, it he had ſeen their filthy way of feeding, and their 
Cuſtom of wallowing and ſleeping 1n the Mud. 


My Maſter likewiſe mentioned another Quality which 
his Servants had diſcovered in ſeveral Yahoos, and to him 
was wholly unaccountable. He faid, a Fancy would ſome- 
times take a Yahoo, to retire into a Corner, to lie down and 
how!, and groan, and ſpurn away all that came near him, 
although he were young and fat, wanted neither Food nor 
Water; nor could the Servants imagine what could poſſibly 
ail him. And the only Remedy they found was to ſer him 
to hard Work, after which he would infallibly come to him- 
ſelf. To this I was filent out of Partiality to my own 
Kind; yet here I could diſcover the true Seeds of Spleen, 


which only ſeizeth on the Lazy, the Luxurious, and the 
: H 2 Rich; 
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Rich; who, if they were forced to undergo the ſame Re- 
gimen, I would undertake for the Cure. 


His Honour had farther obſerved, that a Female-Yahog 
would often ſtand behind a Bank or a Buſh, to gaze on the 
young Males paſſing by, and then appear, and hide, uſing 
many antick Geſtures and Grimaces, at which time it was 


obſerved, that ſhe had a moſt offenſive Smell; and when any 


of the Males advanced, would {lowly retire, looking often 
back, and with a counterfeit ſhew of Fear, run off into 
ſome convenient Place where ſhe knew the Male would 
follow her. : 


Ar other times if a Female Stranger came among them, 
Three or Four of her own Sex would get about her, and 
Rare and chatter, and grin, and ſmell her all over, and then 
turn off with Geſtures that ſeemed to expreſs Contempt 
and Diſdain, 3 


Pxxhars my Maſter might refine a little in theſe Specu- 
lations, which he had drawn from what he obſerved him- 
ſelf, or had been told him by others: however, I could not 
reflect without ſome Amazement, and much Sorrow, that 
the Rudiments of Lewdzeſs, Coquetry, Cenſure, and Scan- 
dal, ſhould have place by Inſtinct in Woman-kind. 


I exeecTeD every Moment that my Maſter would ac- 
eule the Tahoos of thoſe unnatural Appetites in both Sexes, 
ſo common among us. But Nature it ſeems hath not been 
ſo expert a School · miſtreſs; and theſe politer Pleaſures are 
entirely the Productions of Art and Reaſon, on our ſide of 
the Globe. — PAS 1 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. VIII, 


The Author relates ſeveral Particulars of the Yahoos. The 
great Virtues of the Houyhnhnms. The Education and 
Exerciſe of their Youth. Their general Aſſembly. 


S Iought to have underſtood Human Nature much 
A better than I ſuppoſed it poſſible for my Maſter to do, 
ſoit was eaſy to apply the Character he gave of the Yahoos 
to my ſelf and my Countrymen, and I believed I could yet 
make farther Diſcoveries from my own Obſervation. I 
therefore often begged bis Favour to let me goamong the 
Herds of Yahoos in the Neighbourhood, to which he always 
very graciouſly conſented, being perfectly convinced that 
the Hatred I bore thoſe Brutes would never ſuffer me to be 
corrupted by them; and his Honour ordered one of his Ser- 
vants, aſtrong Sorrel Nag, very honeſt and good-natured, 
to be my Guard, without whole Protection I durſt not un- 
dertake ſuch Adventures. For have already told the Rea- 
der how much I was peſtered by thoſe odious Animals upon 
my firſt Arrival, And I afterwards failed very narrowly 
three or four times of falling into their Clutches, when I 
happened to _—_— any Diſtance without my Hanger. And 
I havercaſon to believe they bad ſome Imagination that I 
was of their own Species, which Toften aſſiſted my ſelf, by 
ſtripping up my Sleeves, and ſhewing mynaked Arms and 
Breaſt in their Sight, when my Protector was with me. At 
which times they would approach as near as they durſt, and 
imitate my Actions after the mannerof Monkeys, but ever 
with great Signs of Hatred, asa tame Fack-Daw with Cap 
and Stockings, isalways perſecuted by the wild ones, when 
he happens to be got among them, | 


THEY 
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Trey are prodigiouſly nimble from their Infancy ; how. 
ever, I once caug tayoung Male of three Years old, and 
endeavoured by all Marks of Tenderneſs to make it quiet; 
but the little Imp fell a ſqualling, and ſcratching, and biting 
vwith ſuch Violence, that I was forced to let it go, and it 
was high time, for a whole Troop of old ones came about 
us at the Noiſe, but finding the Cub was ſafe, (for away it 
ran) and my Sorrel Nag being by, they durſt not venture 
near us. | obſerved the young Animal's Fleſh to ſmell v 
rank, and the Stink was ſomewhat between a Weaſel and a 
Fox, but much more diſagreeable. I forgot another Cir- 
cumſtance (and perhaps I might have the Reader's Pardon, 
if it were wholly omitted) that while I held the odious 
Vermin in my Hands, it voided its filthy Excrements of a 
Yellow liquid Subſtance, all over my Cloaths; but by good 
Fortune there was a ſmall Brook hard by, where I waſhed 
my ſelf as clean as I could, although Idurſt not come into 
my Maſter's Preſence, until I were ſufficiently aired, 


By what I could diſcover, the Yahoos appear to be the 
moſt unteachable of all Animals, their Capacities never 
reaching higher than to draw or carry Burthens. Yet I am 
of Opinion, this Defect ariſeth chiefly from a perverſe, re- 
ſtive Diſpoſition. For they are cunning, malicious, trea- 
cherous and revengeful. They are ſtrong and hardy, but 
of acowardly Spirit, and by conſequence, inſolent, abject, 
and cruel. It is obſerved, that the Red-haired of both Sexes 
are more libidinous and miſchievous than the reſt, whom 
yet they much exceed in Strength and Activity. 


Tux Houyhnhmms keeps the Yahoos for preſent uſe in Huts 
not tar from the Houſe; but the reſt are ſent abroad to cer- 
tain Fields, where they dig up Roots, eat ſeveral kinds of 
Herbs, and ſcratch about for Carrion, or ſometimes catch 
Weaſels and Luhimuhs (a ſort of wild Rat) which they 
greedily devour. Nature hath taught them to dig deep 
Holes with their Nails on the fide of a riſing Ground, where- 
in they lie by themſelves, only the Kennels of the Females 
are larger, ſufficient to hold two or three Cubs, 
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Tux ſwim from their Intancy like Frogs, and are able 
to continue long under Water, where they often take Fiſh, 
which the Femalescarry home to their Young. And upon 
this Occaſion, I hopethe Reader will pardon my relating an 
odd Adventure. | 


Brix one Day abroad with my Protector the Sorrel 
Nag, and the Weather exceeding hot, I entreated him to 
let me bathe in a River that was near. He eonſented, and 


immediately ſtripped my ſelf ſtark naked, and went down 


ſoftly into the Stream. It happened that a young Female 


Taboo ſtanding behind a Bank, ſaw the whole proceeding, 


and enflamed by Deſire, as the Nag and I conjectured, 
came running with all ſpeed, and leaped into the Water 
within five Yards of the Place wherel bathed. I was ne- 
ver in my Life ſo terribly frighted ; the Nag was grazing at 
ſome diſtance, not ſuſpecting any Harm. She embraced 
me after a moſt fulſome manner; I roared as loud as I 
could, and the Nag came galloping towards me, where- 
upon ſhe quitted her Graſp, with the utmoſt Reluctancy, 
and leaped upon the oppoſite Bank, where ſhe ſtood gazing 
and howling all the time I was putting on my Cloaths, 


Tunis was Matter of Diverſion to my Maſter and his Fa- 
mily, as well as of Mortification to my ſelt. For now I 
could no longer deny, that I was a real Yahoo, in every Limb 
and Feature, ſince the Females had a natural Propenſity to 
me as one of their own Species: Neither was the Hair of 
this Brute of a Red Colour, (which might have been ſome 
Excuſe for an Appetite alittle irregular) but Black as a Sloe, 
and her Countenance did not make an Appearance altoge- 
ther ſo hideous as the reſt of the Kind; for, Ithink, ſhe 
could not be above eleven Years old. 

HavinG lived three Years in this Country, the Reader I 
ſuppoſe will expect, that I ſhould, like other Travellers, 
give him ſome Account of the Manners and Cuſtoms of 
5 Inhabitants, which it was indeed my principal Study to 
earn. 

| As 
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As theſe Noble Howyhnhnms ave endowed by Nature 
with a general Difpoſition to all Virtues, and have no Con- 
ceptions or Ideas of what is Evil in a rational Creature, {6 
their grand Maxim is, to cultivate Reaſon, and to be whol- 
ly governed by it. Neither is Reaſon among them a Point 
Problematical as with us, where Men can argue with Play. 
fibility on both ſides ot a Queſtion; but Rrikes you with 
immediate Conviction ; as it muſt needs do where it is not 
mingled, obſcured, or ditcoloured by Paſſion and Intereſt. 
I remember it was with extreme Difficulty that I could 
bring my Maſter to underſtand the meaning of the Word 
Opinion, or how a Point could be difputable; becauſe Rea- 
on tavght us to affirm ot deny only where we are certain; 
and beyond our Knowledge we cannot do either. So that 
Controverſies, wranglings, Diſputes, and Poſitiveneſs in 
falſe or dubious Propotitions are Evils unknown among the 
Honyhnhnms. In the like manner, when J uſed to explain 
to him our ſeveral Syſtems of Natural Philoſophy, he would 
laugh that a Creature pretending to Reaſon, ſhould value | 


it ſelf upon the Knowledge ot other People's Conjectures, In 
and in Things, where that Knowledge, it it were certain, Colo 
could be of no Uſe. Wherein he agreed entirely with the Breec 
Sentiments of Sosrates, as Plato delivers them; which! neſs i 


mention as the higheft Honour I can do that Prince of Phi- — 


loſophers. I have often ſince reflected what Deſtruction app 
ſuch a Doctrine would make in the Libraries of Europe, gard 
and how many Paths to Fame would be then ſhut up in tt Settle 
Learned World. | | whe! 

| Couf 
FRiExDSsHI and Benevolence are the two principal Vir- term 


tues among the Houybnhnums, and theſe not confined to ſee de 
particular Objects, but univerſal to the whole Race. For ceſſai 
a Stranget from the remoteſt Part is equally treated with Marr 
the neareſt Neighbour, and wherever he goes, looks upon And 
himſelf as at home. They preſerve Decency and Civility in ſhip, 
the higheſt Degrees, but are altogether ignorant of Cere- the 1 
- mony. They have no Fondneſs for their Colts or Foles, but louſy 

the Care they take in educating them proceeds entirely 
from the Dictates of Reaſon, And J obſerved my Maſter Pa 
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Y to ſhew the fame Affection to his Neighbour's Iſſue that he 
bad for his own. They will have it that Nature teaches 
them to love the whole Species, and it is Reaſon only that 
maketh a Diſtinction of Perſons, where there is a ſuperior 


Degreeof Virtue. 


Wurr the Matron Houyhnhnms have produced one of 

ach Sex, they no longer accompany with their Conſorts, 

¶ except they loſe one ot their Ifſue by ſome Caſualty, which 
very ſeldom happens: But in ſucha Caſe they meet again, 


N 
* 


or when the like Accident betals a Perſon, whoſe Wife is 


¶ paſt bearing, ſome other Couple beſtow on him one of their 
JJ own Colts, and then go together again till the Mother 15 
pregnant. This Caution is neceſſary to prevent the Coun- 
try from being overburthened with Numbers. But the 
Race of inferior Nouyhnimms bred up to be Servants is not 
ſo ſtrictly limited upon this Article; Theſe are allowed to 
— three of each Sex, to be Domeſticks in the Noble 
amilies. | * 


Ix their Marriages they are exactly careful to chooſe ſuch 
Colours as will not make any diſagrecable Mixture in the 
Breed. Strength is chiefly valued in the Male, and Comeli- 
neſs in the Female, not upon the Account of Love, but to 
—— the Race from degenerating; for where a Female 

appens to excel in Strength, a Conſort is choſen with re- 
gard to Comelineſi. Courtſhip, Love, Preſents, Joyntures, 
Settlements, have no place in their Thoughts; or Terms 
whereby to expreſs them in their Language. The young 
Couple meet and are joyned, meerly becauſe it is the De- 
termination of their Parents and Friends: It is what they 
ſee done every Day, and they look upon it as one of the ne- 
ceſſary Actions of a Rational Being. But the Violation of 
Marriage, or any other Unchaſtity, was never heard of: 
And the married Pair paſstheir Lives with the ſame Friend- 
ſhip, and mutual Benevolence that they bear to all others of 
the ſame Species, who come in their way; without Jea- 
louſy, Fondneſs, Quarrelling, or Diſcontent. 
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In eduening the Youth of both Sexes, their Mathod is 


admirable, Ager deſerves our Imitation. Theſe are 
not ſuffered to taſte a Grain of Oafs, except upon certain 


Days, till Eighteen Years old ; nor Milk, but very rarely; 
and in Summer they graze two Hours in the Morning, and 
as long in the Evening, which their Parents likewiſe ob- 
— the Ser vants are not allowed above half that time, 
and a great Part of their Graſs is brought home, which 
they eat at the moſt convenievt Hours, when they can be 
beſt ſpared from Wark. 


T2MPERANEE, dane. Exereiſe and Cleanlineſs, are the 
Leſſons equally enjoyned to the young ones of both Sexes; 
And my Maſter thought it monſtrous in us to give the Fe- 
males a different kind of Education from the Males, except 
in ſome Articles of Domeſtick Management; whereby as 
he truly obſerved, ane balf of our Natiyes were for 
nothing but bringing Children into the World: And to truſt 
the Care of our Children to ſuch uſeleis Animals, he ſaid 


was yet a greater Inſtance of Brutality. 
Buy the Hauybubums train up their Youth to Strength, 


Speed, and Hardinels, byexerciling them in running Races 


up and down ſteop Hilla, and over hard and ſtony Grounds, 
and when they are all in a Sweat, they are ordered to leap 
over Head and Ears, into s Pond or a River. Four times a 
Vear the Vouth ofa certain Diſtrict meet to ſhew their Pro- 
ficiency in Running. and Leaping, and other Feats ot 

hand Agility, where the Victor is rewarded, with 
a Song made in his or her Praiſe, On this Feſtival the Ser- 
vants drive a Herd of Tah, into the Field, laden with Hay, 
and Oats, and Milk for a Repaſt to the Howylaubnms ; after 
which, theſo Brutes were immediately driven back again, 
for fearpf being noiſome to the Aſſembly. 


Evany fourth Year at the Vernal Equinox, there is a Re- 
preſentative Couneil of the whole Nation, which meets 
1n a Plain about twenty Miles trom our Houſe, and conti- 
nues about five or {ix Days. Here they enquire into the 

| | State 
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State and Condition of the ſeveral Diſtricts, Whether they 


abound or be deficient in Hay or Oats, or Cows or ? 
And whetever there is any Want (which is but ſeldom) it 
is imtnediately ſupplitd by unanimous Conſent and Contri- 
bution. Here likewiſe the Regulation of Children is ſet- 
tled : As for Inſtance, if a Howyhnhnm hath two Males, he 
changeth one of them with another that hath two Females: 
And when a Child hath been loſt by any Caſualty, where 


the Mother is paſt breeding, it is determined what Family 
y the Lo. 


ſhall breed another to ſupp 


12 SHA x. 
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CHAP. IX. 


A grand Debate at the General Aſſembly of the Houyhnhums, 
and how it was determined. The Learning of the 
Houybnhums. Their Buildings. Their manner of Bu- 
rials. The Defefiveneſs of their Language. 


about three Months before my Departure, whither 

my Maſter went as the Repreſentative of our Di- 
ſtrict. In this Council was, reſumed their old Debate, and 
indeed, the only Debate that ever happened in that Country 
whereot my Maſter after his Return gave me a very pari- 
ticular Account. 


| O N E of theſe Grand Aſſemblies was held in my time, 


THe Queſtion to be debated, was, Whether the Yahoos 
ſhould be exterminated from the Face of the Earth. One 
of the Members for the Affirmative offered ſeveral Argu- 
ments ot great Strength and Weight, alledging, That as 
the Yahoos were the molt filthy, noiſome, anddetormed 
Animal which Nature ever produced, ſo they were the 
molt reſtive and indocible, miſchievous and malicious: 
They would privately ſuck the Teats of the Houyhnhnms 
Cows, kill and devour their Cats, trample downtheir Oats 
and Graſs, it they were not continually watched, and com- 
mit a thouſand other Extravagancies. He took notice of a 

neral Tradition, That Yahoos had not been always in that 

ountry: but, that many Ages ago, two of theſe Brutes 
appeared together upon a Mountain, whether produced by 
Heat of the Sun upon corrupted Mud and Slime, or from 
the Ooze or Froth of the Sea, was never known. That theſe 
Tahoos engendered, and their Brood in a ſhort time ew 
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ſo numerous as to over-run and infeſt the whole Nation. 
That the Houyhnhnms to get rid of this Evil, made a gene- 
ral Hunting, and at laſt encloſed the whole Herd, and de- 
ſtroying the old Ones, every Howyhnhnm kept two 
young, Ones in a Kennel, and brought them to ſuch 
a degree of Tameneſs, as an Animal ſo ſavage by Nature 
can be capable of acquiring uſing them for Draught and 
Carriage. That there ſeemed to be much Truth in this 
Tradition, and that thoſe Creatures could not be Vnhniam- 
ſhy (or Aborigines of the Land) becauſe of the violent Ha- 
tred the Howyhnhnms,as well as all other Animals, bore them; 
which althoug| their evil Diſpoſition ſufficiently deſerved, 
could never have arrived at ſo high a Degree, if they had 
been Ab origines, or elſe they would have long ſince been 


- rooted out. That the Inhabitants taking a Fancy to uſe the 


Service of the Yahoos, had very imprudently neglected to 
cultivate the Breed ot Aſſes, which were a comely Animal, 
eaſily kept, more tame and orderly, without any offenſive 
Smell, ſtrong enough tor Labour, although they yield to 
the other in Agility of Body; and if their Braying be no 
agreeable Sound, it is far preferable to the horrible Howlings 
of the Yahoos. $a 
SEvERaTLothersdeclared their Sentiments to the ſame 
purpoſe, when my Maſter propoſed an expedient to the Aſ- 
ſembly, whereof he had indeed borrowed the Hint from 
me. He approved of the Tradition, mentioned by the 
Honour able Member, who ſpoke before, and affir med, that 
the Two Yahoos {aid to be firſt ſeen among them had been 
dtiventhither over the Sea; that coming to Land, and being 
forſaken by their Companions, they retired to the Moun- 
tains, and degenerating by degrees, became in proceſs of 
time, much more ſavage than thoſe of their own Species 
in the Country from whence theſe two Originals came. 
The reaſon of his Aſſertion was, that he had now in his 
Poſſeſſion, a certain wonderful Yahoo, (meaning mien 
which moſt of them had heard of, and many of them h 


. ſeen, He then related to them, how he firſt found me, that 
my Body was all covered with an artificial Compoſure of 
"the Skins and Hairs of other Animals: That | had a Lan- 
guage of my own, and had thoroughly learned theirs: 


That 


82: APyapetorhe Hourunnnns. 
That I had related to him the Accidents which brought nie 
thither: That when he ſaw me without my Covering, I 
das an exact Yahoo in every Part, only ot a whiter Colour, 
leſs hairy, and with ſhorter Claws. He added, how I had 
endeavoured to perſuade him, that in my own and other 
Countries the Yahoos ated as the governing, Rational Ani- 
mal, and held the Howyhnhnms in Servitude : That he ob- 
ſerved in me all the Qualities of à Yahoo, only a little more 
civilized by ſome Tincture of Reaſon, which however 
was in a degree as far interior to the Howyhnhnm Race, as 
the Taboo of their Country were to me: That, among o- 
ther things, I mentioned a Cuſtom we had of Caſtrating 
Howyhnhnms when they were young, in order to render 
them tame; that the Operation was caſy and fate; that it 
was no Shame to learn Wiſdom trom Brutes; as Induſtry is 
taught by the Ant, and Building by the Swallow, (For ſo 
TI tranſlate the Word Lyhannh, although it be a much larger 
Fowl) That this Invention might be practiced upon the 
ounger Tabs here, which, belidesrendring them tracta- 
le and fitter for Uſe, would in an Age put an end to the 
Whole Species without deſtroying Life. That, in the mean 
time the Howyhnhnms ſhould be ehrt od to cultivate the 


Breed of Aſſes, which as they are in all reſpe&s more valua- 


ble Brutes, ſo they have this Advantage, to be fit tor Service 
at five Yearsold, which the others are not till twelve. 


| Tals was all my Maſter thought fit to tell me at that 
time, of what paſſed in the Grand Council, But he was 


| pleaſedtoconcealone Particular, which related perſonally | 


to myſelt, whereof I ſoon felt the unhappy Eſſect, as the 
Reader will know in its proper Place, and from whence I 
date all the ſucceeding Misfortunes of my Lite. 


Taz hnhnms have no Letters, and conſequently, 
- their — is all Traditional. But there __— 
| few Events of any Moment among a People ſo well united, 
naturally diſpoſed to every Virtue, wholly governed by Rea- 
_ fon, atid cutoff from all Commerce with other Nations, 
the Hiſtorical Part is eaſily preſerved without burthening 
e. Tharealready ob ved thatthey aro uh; 
| | : ; 
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ject to no Diſeaſes, and therefore can have no need of Phy- 
ficians, However, they have excellent Medicinescompo- 
ſed of Herbs, to cure accidental Bruiſes and Cuts in the Pa» 
ſtern or Frog of the Foot by ſharp Stones, as well as other 
Maims and Hurts in the ſeveral Parts of the Body. 


Tu Ex calculate the Year by the Revolution of the Sun 
aud the Moon, but uſe no Subdiviſions into Weeks. They 
are well enough acquainted with the Motions of thoſe tw o 
Luminaries, and underſtand the Nature of Eclipfes ; and 
this is the utmoſt Progrets of their Aſtronomy, 


I Poetry they muſt be allowed to excel al other Mortals, 
wherein the Juſtneſs of their Similies, and the Minuteneſs, 


as well as Kxactneſs ot their Deſcriptions, are indeed ini- 


mitable. Their Verſes abound very much in both of theſe, 
and uſually contain either ſome exalted Notions of Friend- 
ſhip aud Benevolence, or the Praiſes of thoſe who were 
Victors in Races, and other bodily Exerciſes. Their Build- 
ings, although very rude and imple, are not inconvenient, 
but well contrived tadefend them fror all Injuries of Cold 
and Heat. They have a kind of Tree, which at Forty Years 
old looſens in the Root, and falls with the firſt Storm; they 
grow very (trait, and being painted like Stakes with a ſharp 
Stone, (for the H s know. not the Uſe of Iron) 
they ſtick them erect in the Ground about ten laches aſun- 
der, and then weave in Oat- ſtraw. or ſometimes Wattles 
betwixt them. The Roof is made after the ſame manner, 
and ſo are the Doors. ty, 


Tu Heuyhuhams uſe the hollow Part between the Pa> 
ſtern and the Hoot of their Fare-teet, as we do our Hands, 
aud this with greater Nexterity, than I could at firſt ima- 
gine. I haveicena White Mare of our Family thread a 
Needle (which L lent her on purpoſe) with that Joynt. T 

milk their Cows, reap their Oats, and do all the Work which 
requires Hands, in the ſame manner. They have a kind of 
bad Flints, which by grinding againſt other Stones, they 


zor m into Inſtruments, that ſerve inſtead ot Wedges, Axes, 
- and Hammers. With Tools made of theſe Flints, they 


like- 
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likewiſe cut their Hay, and reap their Oats, which there 
groweth naturally in ſeveral Fields: The Yahoos draw home 
the Sheaves in Carriages, and the Servants tread them in fe- 
veral covered Hutts, to get out the Grain, which is kept in 
Stores. They make a rude kind of carthen and wooden 
Veſſels, and bake the farmer in the Sun. 


Ir they can avoid Caſualties, they die only of Old-Age, 
and are buried in the obſeureſt Places that can be found, 
their Friends and Relations expreſſing neither Joy nor Grief 
at their Departure; nor does the dying Perſon diſcover the 
leaſt Regret that he is leaving the World, any more than it 
he were upon returning home from a Viſit to one of his 
Neighbours; I remember my Maſter having once made an 
Appointment with a Friend and his Family to come to his 
Houſe upon ſome Affair of Importance, on the Day fixed, 
the Miſtreſs and her two Children came very late; ſhe made 
two Excuſes, firſt for her Husband, who, as ſhe ſaid, hap- 
— that very Morning to Shnuwnh. The Word is ſtrong- 
y expreſſive in their Language, but not eaſily rendred into 
m_— it ſignifies, to retire to his firſt Mother, Her Ex- 
cuſe for not coming ſooner, was, that her Husband dying 
late in the Morning, ſhe was a good while conſulting her 
Servants about a convenient Place where his Body ſhould be 
laid; and | obſerved ſhe behaved herſelf at our Houſe, as 
chearfully as the reſt, and died about three Months after, 


TRE V live generally to Seventy or Seventy-five Years, 
very ſeldom to Fourſcore: Some Weeks before their Death 
they feel a gradual Decay, but without Pain. During this 
time they are much viſited by their Friends, becauſe they 
cannot go abroad, with their uſual Eaſe and Satisfaction. 
However, about ten Days before their Death, which they 
ſeldom fail in computing, they return the Viſits that have 
been made them by thoſe who are neareſt in the Neighbour- 
hood, being carried in a convenient Sledge drawn by Yahoos, 

vrhich Vehicle they uſe, not only upon this Occation, but 
when they grow old, upon long Journeys, or when they 
are lamed by any Accident. And therefore when 
the dying Houyhnhnms return thoſe Viſits they take a ſo- 
lemn leave of their Friends, as if they were going to ſome 


re- Pp 
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remote Part of the Country, where they deſigned to paſs 
the reſt of their Lives. | Fi 


I x x ow not whether it may be worth bbſerving, that 
the Houyhnimms have no Word in their Language to expreſs 
any thing that is Evil, except what they borrow from the 
Deformities or ill Qualities of the Tahoos. Thus they de- 
note the Folly of a Servant, an Omiſſion ot a Child, a Stone 
that cut their Feet, a continuance of foul or unſeaſonatle 
Weather, and the like, by adding to each the Epithet of Ya- 
hoo. For Inſtance, hhnm Lahoo, Whhnaholm Tahoo, 
Tulhmudwihlma Yahoo, and an ill contrived Houſe, Daholm- 
hnmrohluw Yahoo. | | | 
 IcovLD with greatPleaſureenlarge farther upon the Man- 
ners and Virtues of this excellent People; but intending in 
a ſhort time to publiſh a Volume by itſelf expreſsly upon 


| thatSubjett, I refer the Reader thither, And in the mean 


time, proceed to relate my own fad Cataſtrophe, 


Parr IV. F CHAP; 
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CHAP. X. | 
The Author's Oeconomy and happy Life among the Houy- 


hnhnms. His great Improvement in Virtue, by conver- 
ſang with them. Their Converſations. The Author bas 
Notice given him by his Maſter that he muſt depart from 
the Country. He falls into a Swoon for Grief, but ſubmits. 
He contrives and finiſhes a Canoo, by the Help of a Fellow- 
Servant, and puts to Sea at a venture. 5 


HAD ſettled my little Oeconomy to my own Heart's 
Content. My Maſter had ordered a Room for me after 
their Manner, about ſix Vards from the Houſe, the Sides 
and Floors of which I plaiſtered with Clay, and covered 
with Ruſh Matts of my own contriving; I had beaten 
Hemp, which there grows wild, and made of it a ſort of 
Ticking : This I filled with the Feathers of ſeveral Birds I 
had taken with Springes made of Yahoos Hairs, and were 
excellent Food. I had worked two Chairs with my Knife, 
the Sorrel Nag helping me in the groſſer and more laborious 
Part. When my Cloaths were worn to Rags, | made my 
ſelf others with the Skins of Rabbets, and of a certain 
beautiful Animal of the ſame Size, called Nuuhnoh, the 
Skin of which is covered with a fine Down. Of theſe 
made very tolerable Stockings. I ſoaled my Shoes with 
Wood which I cut trom a Tree, and fitted to the up- 
Leather, and when this was worn out, I ſupplied it 
with the Skinsof Yahoos dried inthe Sun. I often got Ho- 
ney out of hollow Trees, which I mingled with Water, or 
eat with my Bread. No Man could more verify the Truth 
of theſe two Maxims, That Nature is very eaſily ſatisfied; 
and, That Neceſſity is the Mother of Invention. | enjoyed 
perfect Health of Body and Tranquillity of Mind; I did not 
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find the Treachery and Inconſtancy of a Friend, nor the 
Injuries of a ſecret or open Enemy. I had no occaſion of 
bribing, flattering or pimping, to procure the Favour of 
any great Manor of his Minion. I wanted no Fence againſt 
Fraud or Oppreſſion; here was neither Phyſician to deſtroy 
my Body, nor Lawyer to ruin my Fortune; no Informer 
to watch my Words, and Actions, or forge Accuſations a- 


gainſt me for Hire: Here were noGibers, Cenſurers, Back- 


biters, Pick-pockets, Highwaymen, Houſe-breakers, At- 
torneys, Bawds, Buffoons, Gameſters, Politicians, Wits, 
ſplenetick redious Talkers, Controvertiſts, Raviſhers, Mur- 
derers, Robbers, Virtuoſo's, no Leaders or Followers of 
Party and Faction; no Encouragers to Vice, by Seduce- 


ment or Examples: No Dungeon, Axes, Gibbets, Whip- 


ing-poſts, or Pillories: No cheating Shop-keepers or Me- 
— No Pride, Vanity or AﬀeRation * No Fops, 
Bullies, Drunkards, ſtrolling Whores, or Poxes: No rant- 
ing, lewd, expenſive Wives: No ſtupid, proud Pedants: 
No importunate, over-bearing, quarrelſome, noiſy, roar- 
ing, empty, conceited, ſwearing Companions: No Scoun- 
drels, raiſed from the Duſt for the ſake of their Vices, or 
Nobility thrown into it on Account of their Virtues: No 
Lords, Fidlers, Judges or Dancing-Maſters, | 


I had the favour of being admitted to ſeveral Howyhnhnms, 
who came to viſit or dine with my Maſter, where his Ho- 
nour graciouſly ſuffered me to wait in the Room, and liſten * 
to their Diſcourſe. Both heand his Company wouldoften 
deſcend toask meQueſtions, and receive my Anſwers. I 
had alſo ſometimes the Honour of attending my Maſtir in 
his Viſits to others. I never preſumed to ſpeak, except in 
anſwer to a Queſtion, and then l did it with inward Re- 
gret, becauſe it was a Loſs of ſo much Time for improving 
my ſelf: But I was infinitely delighted, with the Station of 
an bumble Auditor in ſuch Converſations, where nothing 


paſſed but what was uſeful, expreſſed in the feweſt and moſt 


ſignificant Words: Where the greateſt Decency was obſer- 
ved, without the leaſt Degree of Ceremony; where no 
Perſon {poke without being pleaſed himſelf, and pleaſing 


his Companions: Where there was no Interruption, Te- 


K 2 diouſneſs, 
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diouſneſs, Heat, or Difference of Sentiments. They have 
a Notion, 'That when People are met together, a ſhort Si- 
lence doth much improve Converſation : This | found to 
be true; for during thoſe little Intermiſſions of Talk, new 
Ideas would ariſe in the Thoughts, which very much en- 
livencd their Diſcourſe. Their Subjects are generally on 
Friendſhip and Benevolence, on Order and Oeconomy, 
ſometimes upon the viſible Operations of Nature, or anci- 
ent Traditions, upon the Bounds and Limits of Virtue, 
upon the unerring Rules of Reaſon, or upon ſome Deter- 
minations, to be taken at the next great Aſſembly; and of- 
ten upon the various Excellencies of Poetry. I may add 
without Vanity, that my Preſence often gave them ſuffi- 
cient Matter for Diſcourſe, becauſe it — my Maſter an 
Occaſion ot letting his Friends into the Hiſtory ot me and 
my Country, upon which they were all pleaſed to deſcant 
in a manner not very advantageous to Human Kind; and 
for that Reaſon I ſhall not repeat what they ſaid: Only 1 
may be allowed to obſerve, I hat his Honour, to my great 
Admiration, appeared to underſtand the Nature of Yahoos 
in all Countries, much better than my ſelf. He went through 
all our Vices and Follies, and diſcovered many which I had 
never mentioned to him, by only ſuppoſing what Qualities 
a Tahooot their Country, with a ſmall Proportion ot Rea- 
Jon,” might be capable of exerting; and concluded, with 
too much Probability, how vile as well as miſerable ſuch a 
E (Creature mult be. p 5 | 


I freely conteſs, that all the little Knowledge I have of 
any value, was acquired by the Lectures I received from 
my Maſter, and from hearing the Diſcourſes of him and 
his Friends; to which I ſhould be prouder to liſten, than 
to dictate to the greateſt and wiſeſt Aſſembly in Europe. 1 
admired the Strength, Comelineſs, and Speed of the Inha- 
bitants; and ſuch a Conſtellation of Virtues in ſuch amiable 
| Perſons, produced in me the higheſt Veneration. At firſt, 
indeed, I did not feel that natural Awe which the Yahoos 
and all other Animals bear towards them, but it grew upon 
me by Degrees, much ſooner than 1 imagined, and was 
mingled with a reſpecttul Love and Gratitude, that = 
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would condeſcend to diſtinguiſh me from the reſt of my 
Species, 


Wren I thought of my Family, my Friends, and my 
Countrymen, or Human Race in general, I confidered 
them as they really were, Yahoos in Shape and Diſpoſition, 
only a little civilized, and qualified with the Gitt ot Speech, 
bit making no other uſe of Reaſon, than to improve and 
multiply thoſe Vices, whereof their Brethern in this Coun- 
try had only the Share that Nature allotted them, When I 
happened to behold the Reflection of my own Form in a 
Lake or a Fountain, I turned away my Face in Horror and 
Deteſtation of my ſelf, and could better endure the Sight of 
a common Yahoo, than of my own Perſon. By converſing 
with the Hourhnhnms, and looking upon them with De- 
light, I telltg imitate their Gate and Geſture, which is now 
grown into an Habit, and my Friends often tell me in a 
blunt way, that I trot like a Horſe; which, however, Itake 
for a great Compliment: Neither ſhall I diſown, that in 
Speaking I am apt to fall into the Voice and Manner of the 
Houyhnhnms, and hear my ſelf ridiculed on that Account 
without the leaſt Mortification, 


Ix the midſt of all this Happineſs, and when I looked 
upon my ſelf to be fully ſettled tor Lite, my Maſter ſent for 
me one Morning a little earlier than his uſual Hour, I ob- 
ſerved by his Countenance that he was in ſom Perplexity, 
and at a Loſs how to begin what he had to ſpeak. After a 
ſhort Silence, he told me, He did not Fnow how I would 
take what he was going to ſay; that in the laſt general Aſ- 
ſembly, when the Affair of the Yahoos was entred upon, 
the Repreſentatives had taken Offence at his keeping a Ya- 
hoo (meaning my ſelt) in his Family morelikea Houyhnhnm, 
than a Brute Animal. That he was known frequently to 
converſe with me, as if he could receive ſome Advantage 
or Pleaſure in my Company: That ſuch a Practice was not 


agrecable to Reaſon or Nature, nor a thing ever heard of 


before among them. The Aſſembly did therefore exhort 
him, either to employ me like the reſt of my Species, or 
command me to ſwim back to the Place from whence I 

| | came. 
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came. That the firſt of theſe Expedients was utterly re- 
jected by all the Houyhnimms, who had ever ſeen me at his 
Houſe or their own For they alledged, Thatbecauſe I had 
ſome Rudiments of Reaſon, added to the natural Pravity 
of thoſe Animals, it was tobe feared, I might be able to 
{educe them into the woody and mountainous Parts of the 
Country, and bring them in Troops by Night to deſtroy the 
Houyhnimms Cattle, as being naturally of the ravenous 
Kind, and averſe from Labour. | 


M y Maſter added, That he was daily preſſed by the 
Houyhnhnms of the Neighbourhood to have the Aflembly's 
Exhortation executed, which he could not put off much 
longer. He doubted it would be impoſſible for me to ſwim 
toanother Country, and therefore wiſhed I wouid contrive 
ſome ſort of Vehicle reſembling thoſe I had deſcribed to 
him, that might cacry me on the Sea, in which Work | 
ſhould have : Aſſiſtance of his own Servants, as well as 
thoſe of his Neighbours. He concluded, That for his own 
Part he could have been content to keep me in his Service 
as long as lived, becauſe he found I had cured myſelf of 
ſome bad Habits and Diſpoſitions by endeavouring, as far 
as my inferior Nature was capable, to imitate the Howy- 
hnhnms, TORE 


I sHouLD here obſerve to the Reader, That a Decree of 
the general Aſſembly in this Country, is expreſſed by the 
Word Hzuhloayn, which ſignifies an Exortation; as near as 


I can render it: For they have no Conception how a Rati- 


onal Creature can be compelled, but only adviſed, or exhort- 
ed, becauſe no Perſon can diſobey Reaſon, without giving 
up his Claim to be a Rational Creature. 


_ Twasftruck with the utmoſt Grief and Deſpair at my 
Maſters Diſcourſe, and being unable to ſupport the Ago- 
ries I was under, I fell into a Swoon at his Feet; when I 
came to myſelf, he told me, that he concluded I had been 
dead. (For theſe People are ſubject to no ſuch Imbecillities 
of Nature) anſwered, ina faint Voice, That Death would 


have been too great an Happineſs; that although I could 
| not 
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not blame the Aſſembly's Exhortation, or the Urgency of 
his Friends; yet in my weak and corrupt Judgment I 
thought it might confiſt with Reaſon to have been leſs ri- 
gorous. That I could not ſwim a League, and probably 
the neareſt Land to theirs might be diſtant above an hun- 
dred: That many Materials, neceſſary for making a ſmall 
Veſſel tocarry me off, were wholly wanting in this Coun- 
try, which however, I would attempt in Obedience and 
Gratitudeto his Honour, although I concluded the Thing 
to be impoſſible, and therefore looked on myſelf as already 
devoted to Deſtruction. That the certain Proſpect of un- 
natural Death, was the leaſt of my Evils: For, ſuppoſing 
I ſhould eſcape with Life by ſome ſtrange Adventure, how 
could I think with Temper, of paſſing my Days amon 

Yahoos, and relapſing into my old Corruptions, for want o 

Examples to lead and keep me within the Paths of Vir. 
tue. That I knew too well upon what ſalid Reaſons all the 


Determinations of the wiſe Houyhmumms were founded, 


not to be ſhaken by Arguments of mine, a miſerable Lahoo; 
and theretoreafter preſenting him with my humble Thanks 
for the Offer of his Servants Aſſiſtance in making a Veſſel. 
and deſiring a reaſonable Time for fo difficult a Work, I 
told him I would endeavour to preſerve a wretched Being; 
and, if ever I returned to England, was not without Hopes 
of being uſeful to my own Species, by celebrating the Prai- 
ſes of the renowned Houyhmimms, and propofing their Vir- 
tues to the Imitation of Mankind. | 


My Maſterina few Words made me a very gracious 


| Reply, allowed me the ſpace of two Months to finiſh my 


Boat; and ordered the Sorrel Nag, my Fellow- Servant, 
(for ſo at this diſtance may preſume to call him) to follow 
my Inſtructions, becauſel told my Maſter, that his Help 
would be ſufficient, and I knew he had a Tenderneſs for 
Me. ü | | ; 


In his Company my firſt Buſineſs was to go to that Part 
of the Coaſt, where my rebellious Crew had ordered me to 
be ſet on Shore. I got upon a Height, and looking on eve- 
ry ſide into the Sea, fancied I ſaw a ſmall Iſland, —_— 
f | e 
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the North-Eaſt: I took out my Pocket-glaſs, and could 
then clearly diſtinguiſh it about five Leaguesoff, as I com- 
puted ; but it appeared to the Sorrel Nag to be only a blue 
Cloud: For, as he had no Conception ot any Country be- 
fide his own, ſo he could not be as expert in diſtinguiſhing 
remote Obje&sat Sea, as we who ſo much converſe in 


that Element. ä 


AFTER I had diſcovered this Iſland, I conſidered no 
farther; but reſolved, it ſhouid, if poſſible, be the firſt 
Place of my Baniſhment, leaving the Conſequence to 
Fortune. . 54 


I xETUrNeD home, and conſulting with the Sorrel Nag, 
we went into a Copſe at ſome diſtance, where F with m 
Knite, and he with a ſharp Fliat'faſtened"vety artificially, 
after their manner, to a wooden Handle, tat down ſeve- 
ral Oak Wattles about the Thickneſs of 4 Walking · ſtaff, 
and ſome larger Pieces. But I ſhall not trouble the Reader 
with a particular Deſcription of my own Mechanicks; let 
it ſuffice to ſay, that in fix Weeks time, with the Help of 
the Sorrel Nag, who performed the Parts that required 
moſt Labour, I finiſhed a fort of Indian Canoo, but much 
larger, covering it with the Skins of Yahoos well ſtiched 
together, with hempen Threads of my own making. M 
Sall was likewiſe compoſed of the Skins of the ſame Ani- 
mal; but I made uſe ot the youngeſt I could get, the older 
being tootoughand thick, and I likewiſe provided my ſelf 
with tour Paddles. I laid in a Stock of boiled Fleſh, of 
Rabbets and Fowls, and took with me two Veſlels, one fil- 
led with Milk, and theother with Water. 


I TRIED my Canoo in a large Pond near my Maſter's 
Houſe, and then corrected in it what was amiſs ; ſtopping 
all the Chinks with Yahoos Tallow, till I found it ftanch, 
and able to bear me, and my Freight. And when it was as 
compleat as I could Py make it, I had it drawn on a 
Carriage very gently by Yahoos, to the Sea - ſide, under the 

Conduct of the Sorrel-· Nag, and another Servant. 
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Wurm all was ready, and the Day came for my Depar- 
ture, I took leave of my Maſter and Lady, and the whole 
amily, mine Eyes flowing with Tears, and my Heart quite 
ſunk with Grief. But his Honour, out of Curiolity,. and 
perhaps (if I may ſpeak it without Vanity, partly out of 
Kindneſs, was determined to ſee me in my Canoo, and got 
ſeveral of his neigh! ouring Friends toaccompany him. I 
was forced to wait above an Hour fer the Tide, and then 
obſerving the Wind very fortunately bearing towards the 
Illand, to which I intended to ſteer my Courſe, I took a ſe- 
cond Leave ot my Maſter : Butas I was going to proſtrate 
myſelf to kits his Hoot, he did me the Honour to raiſe it 
gently to my Mouth. I am not ignorant how much I have 
been cenſured for mentioning this laſt Particular. For my 
Detractors are pleaſed to think it improbable, that fo Illuſs 
trious a Perſon ſhould deſcend to give ſo great a Mark of 
Diſtin&ion to a Creature ſo inferior as I. Neither have 1 
for got, how apt ſome Travellers are to boaſt of extraordi- 
nary Favours they have received. But if theſe Cenſurers 
were better acquaitited with the noble and courteous Diſs 
poſition of the Howyhnhnms, they would ſoonchange their 
Opinion. 1 Wer WEY: 
Trait my reſpects to the reſt of the Houyhnhnms in his 
Honour's Company; then getting into my Canoo, I puſn⸗ 
ed off from Shoar. ö 
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CHAP. XL 


The Author's dangerous F oyage. He arrives at New-Hol- 
land, hoping to ſettle there. Is wounded with an Arrow 
by one of the Natives. | Is ſeized and carried by Force into 


. & Portugueſe Ship. The great Civilities of the Captain. 
Ihe Author arrives at England. 3 


[ BEGAN thisdeſperate Voyage on February 15, 17 12 
at 90 Clock in the Morning. The Wind was very fa- 
vourable; however, I made ue at firſt only of my Paddles, 
but conſidering I ſhould ſoon be weary, and that the Wind 
might chop about, I ventured to ſet up my little Sail; and 
thus, with the help of the Tide, I went at the rate of a 
League and a half an Hour, as near as I could gueſs. M 

Maſter and his Friends continued on the Shoar, till I was al- 
moſt out of fight; and 1 often heard the Sorrel Nag {who 
alwaysloved me) crying out, Hnuy illa nyha majah Yahoo, 
Take care of thyſelf, gentle Yahoo. 


M Deſign was, if poſſible, to diſcover ſome ſmall 
Iſland uninhabited, yet ſufficient by my Labour to furniſh 
me with the Neceſlarieg of, Lite, which 1 would have 
thought a greater Happinelx than to be firſt Miniſter in the 
Politeſt Court of Europe ſd hofxible was the Idea I con- 
ccived of returning to live m'the Society and under the 
Government of Tahoos. For in ſuch a Solitude as I deſired, 
| could at leaſt enjoy my'own Thoughts, and reflect with 
Delight on the Virtues of thoſe immitable Houyhnhnms, 
without any Opportunity of degenerating into the Vices 
and Corruptions of my own Species. 
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TAE Reader may remember what I related when my 
Crew conſpired againſt me, and confined me to my Cabbin. 
How I continued there ſeveral Weeks, without knowing 
what Courſe we took, and when I was put a Shoar in the 
Long- boat, how the Sailors told me with Oaths, whether 
true or falſe, that they knew not in what Part of the World 
we were. However, I did then believe us to be about ten 
Degrees Southward of the Cape of Good- Hope, or about 45 
Degrecs Southern Latitude, as I gathered from ſome gene- 
ral Words I overheard among them, being ] ſuppoſed to the 
South-Eaſt in their intended Voyage to Madagaſcar. And 
although this were but little better than Conjecture, yet I 
reſolved ro ſteer my Courſe Eaſtward, hoping to reach the 
South-Weſt Coaſt of New-Holland, and perhaps ſome ſuch 
Iſland as 1 deſired, lying Weſtwardof it. The Wind was 
full Feſt, and by fix in the Evening I computed I had gone 
Eaſt ward atleaſt eighteen Leagues, when | ſpieda very {mall 
Iſland about half a League off, which 1 ſoon reached. It 
was nothing but a Rock with one Creck naturallyarched by 
the force of Tempeſts. Here I put in my Canoo, andclim- 
bing up a part of the Rock, I could plainly diſcover Land 
to the Ea, extending trom South to North, I lay all Night 
in my Canoo, and repeating my Voyageearly in the Morn- 
ing, I arrived in ſeven Hours to the South Eaſt Point of News 
Holland. This confirmed me in the opinion I have long en- 
tertained, that the Maps and Charts place this Country at 
leaſt three Degrees more to the Eaſt than it really is; which 
Thought I communicated many Vears ago to my worthy 
Friend Mr. Herman Moll, and gave him my Reaſons for it, 
although he hath rather choſen to follow other Authors. 


Is aw no Inhabitants in the Place where I landed, and 
being unarmed, I was afraid of venturing tar into the Coun- 
try. I found ſome Shell-fiſ on the Shore, and eat them 
raw, not daring to kindle a Fire, tor fear of being diſco- 
vered by the Natives. I continued three Days fceding on 
Oyſters and Limpits, to fave my own Proviſions, and ] for- 
tunately found a Brook of excellent Water, which gave me 
great Relief. | | 


L 3 On 
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On the fourth Day, venturing out early a little too far, 
I aw twenty or thirty Natives upon a Height, not above 
five hundred Yards from me. They were ſtark naked, Men, 
Women, and Children round a Fire, as I could diſcover by 
theSmoak. Oneof them ſpied me, and gave noticeto the 
reſt; five of them advanced towards me leaving the Wo- 
men and Children at the Fire. 1 made what haſte 1 could 
to the Shore, and getting into my Canoo, ſhoved off: The 
Savages obſerving me retreat, ran after me; and before I 
could get far enough into the Sea, diſcharged an Arrow, 
which wounded me deeply on the inſide of my left Knee 
(I ſhall carry the Mark to my Grave.) I apprehended the 
Arrow might be poiſoned, and paddling out of thereach of 
their Darts (being a calm Day) I made a ſhift to ſuck the 
Wound, and dreſs > | 


I was ata Loſs what to do, for I durſt not return to the 
ſame Landing- lace, but ſtood to the North, and was forced 
to paddle; for the Wind though very gentle was againſt me, 
blowing North-Weſt. As I was looking about for a ſecure 
Landing- place, I ifaw a Sail to the North North-Eaſt, which 
aring every Minute more viſible. I was in ſome Doubt, 
whether I ſhould wait for them or no, but atlaſt my De- 
teſtation of the Yahoo Race prevailed, and turning my Ca- 
noo, I failed and paddled together to the South, and got in- 
to the Bs reel from whence I ſet out in the Morning, 
chooſing rather to truſt myſelt among theſe Barbarians, 
than live wn Freed mex I crew up my Canoo as 
cloſe as I could to the Shore, and hid myſelf behind a Stone 
by the little Brook, which, as I have already faid, was ex- 
Z N 


Puk Ship came within half a League of this Creek, 
and ſeut out her Long-Boat with Veſſels to take in freſh 
Water {for the Place it ſeems was very well known) but I 
dich not obſer ve it till the Boat was almolt on Shore, and it 
was too late to ſeek another Hiding- place. The Seamen 
at their landing obſt i ved my Canoo, and rummaging it all 
ober, eaſily conjectured that the Owner could not be 2 oft. 
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Four ef them we harmed ſearched every Cranny and Lurk- 

ing-hole, till at laſt they tound me flat on my Face behind 

the Stone. They gazed a while in admiration at my ſtrange 

uncouth Dreis, my Coat made ot Skins, my wooden ſoal- 

ed Shoes, and my turred A trom whence, how- 

ever, they concluded | was not a Native of the Place, who 

all go naked. One of the Seamen in Portugyezebid me riſe. 

and asked who I was. I underſtood that Language very 

well, and getting upon my Feet, ſaid, I was a poor Yahoo, 

baniſhed from the Houyhnhnms, and deſired they would 
pleaſe tolet me depart. They admired to hear me anſwer 

them in their own Tongue, andſaw by my Complexion | 

muſt be an European; but were ata loſs to know what 1 

meant by Yahoos and Houyhnhnms, andat the ſame time fell 

a laughing at my ſtrange Tone in ſpeaking, which reſem- 

bled t Naighing of a Horſe. I trembled all the while be- 

twixt Fear and Hatred: Iagain deſired leave to depart, and 

was gently moving to my Canoo; but they laid hold on me, 

defiring to know, What Country I was of ? whence I came? 

with many other Queſtions. I told them, I was born in 

England, from whence I came about five Years ago, and 

then their Country and ours were at Peace. Itherefore 

hoped they would not treat me as an Enemy, finceI meant 

them no harm, but was a poor Yahoo, ſeeeking ſome deſo- 
late Place where to paſs the Remainder of his unfortunate 
Life, erty 


Wur they began to talk, Ithought I never heard or 
ſaw any thing ſo unnatural; for it appeared to me as mon- 
ſtrous as if a Dog or a Cow ſhould ipeak in England, as a 
Yahoo in Howyhnhnm-land. The honeſt Portugnexe were 
equally amazed at my ſtrange Dreſs, and the odd manner of 
delivering my Words, which however they underſtood 
very well. They ſpoke to me with great Humanity, and 
ſaid they were ſure their Captain would carry me gratis to 
Lisbon, trom whence I might return to my own Country 
that twoof the Seamen would go back tothe Ship, inform 
the Captain of what they had ſeen, and receive his Orders; 
in the mean time, unleſs I Would give my ſolemn Oath not 
to fly, they Would ſecure me by Force. I thought it beſt 

to 
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to comply with their Propoſal. They were very curious 
to know my Story, but | gave them very little Satisfaction; 
and they all conjectured, that my Mistortunes had impair- 
ed my Reaſon. In two Hours the Boat, which went loaden 
with Veſſels of Water, returned with the Captain's Com- 
mands to tetch me on Board. I tell on my Knees to pre- 
ſerve my Liberty; but all was in vain, and the Men having 
tied me with Cords, heaved me into the Boat, from whence 
] was taken into the Ship, and from thence into the Cap- 


tain's Cabbin. 


His Name was Pedro de Mendex, he was a very courte- 
ous and generous Perſon; he entreated me to give ſome 
Account of my ſelf, and deſired to know what I would eat 
or drink; ſaid, I ſhould be uied as well as himſelf, and ſpoke 
ſo many obliging things, that I wondered to find ſuch Ci- 
vilities from a Yahoo. However, I remained ſilent and ſul- 
len; I was ready to faint at thevery Smell of him and his 
Men. At laſtI defired ſomething to eat out of my own 
Canoo; but he ordered mea Chicken and ſome excellent 
Wine, and then directed that I ſhould be put to Bed in a 
very clean Cabbin. I would not undreſs my ſelf, but lay 
on the Bed-cloaths, and in half an Hour ſtole out, when [ 
thought the Crew wasat Dinner, and getting to the fide of 
the Ship was going to leap into the Sea, and ſwim for my 
Life, rather than continue among Yahoos. Butone of the 
Seamen prevented me, and having informed the Captain, 


I was chained to my Cabbin. 


ArTer Dinner Dan Pedro came to me, and deſired to 
know my Reaſon for ſo deſperate an Attempt: Aſſured me 
he only meant to do me allthe Service he was able, and 
ſpoke ſo very movingly, that at laſt I deſcended to treat him 
like an Animal which had ſome little Portion of Reaſon. I 
gave him a very ſhort Relation ot my Voyage, of the Con- 
{piracy againſt me by my own Men, of the Country where 
they ſet me on Shore, and of my three Years Reſidence 
there. All which he looked upon as if it were a Dream or 
a Viſion; whereat I took great Offence; for I had quite 
forgot the Faculty of Lying, ſo peguliar to Yahoos in all 

Countries 
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Countries where they preſide, and conſequently ie Diſpo- 
ſition of ſuſpecting Truth in others of thexown Species. 
I asked him, Whether it were the Cuſtory(in his Country 
to ſay the Thing that was not ? I aſſured him I had almoſt 
forgot what he meant by Falſchood, and if I had liveda 
thouſand Years in Howyhnhnmland, I ſhould never have 
heard a Lye from the meaneſt Servant; that | was altoge- 
ther indifferent whether he believed me or no; but howe- 
ver, in Return for his Favours, I would give ſo much Al- 
lowanceto the Corruption of his Nature, as to anſwer any 
Objection he would picaſe to make, and then he might ea- 
ſily diſcover the Truth. 


Tux Captain, a wiſe Man, after many Endeavours to 
catch me tripping in ſome Part of my Story, at laſt began 
to have a better Opinion of my Veracity, and the —— 
cauſe he conieſſed, he met with a Dutch Skipper, who pre- 
tended to have landed with Five others of his Crew upon a 
certain Iſland or Continent South of New-Holland, where 
they went for freſh Water, and obſerved a Horſe driving be- 
fore him ſeveral Animals exactly reſembling thoſe I deſcri- 
bed under the Name of Yahoos,with ſome other Particulars, 
which the Captain ſaid he had forgot; becauſe he then con- 
cluded them all to be Lies. But he added, that ſince I pro- 
feſſed ſo inviolable an Attachment to Truth, I muſt give 
him my Word of Honour to bear him Company in this 
Voyage without attempting any thing againſt my Life, or 
elſe he would continue me a Priioner till we arrived at Lis- 
bon. I gave him the Promiſe he required; but at the ſame 
time proteſted that I would ſuffer the greateſt Hardſhips ra- 
ther than return to live among Yahoos, | 


Our Voyage paſſed without any conſiderable Accident. 
In Gratitude to the Captain I ſometimes fate with him at 
his earneſt Requeſt, and ſtrove to conceal my Antipathy to 
human Kind, although it often broke our, which he ſuffe- 
red to paſs without Obſervation. . But the greateſt Part of 
the Day, I confined my felt to my Cabbin, toavoid ſeeing 


any of the Crew, The Captain had often entreated me to 


ſtrip my ſelf of my ſavage Dreſs, and offered to lend me 
0 the 
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the beſt Suit of Cloaths he had. This I would not be pre- 
vailed on to accept, abhorring to cover my ſelf with any 


thing that had been on the Back of a Yahoo. I only deſired 


he would lend me two clean Shirts, which having been 
walhed ſince he wore them, I believed would not ſo much 
defile me, Theſe I changed every ſecond Day, and waſhed 
them my ſelf. 


Ws arrived at Lisbon, Nov. 5. 1715, At our landing 
the Captain forced me to cover my ſelt with his Cloak, to 
prevent the Rabble from crouding about me. I was con- 
veyed to his own Houle, and at my earneſt Requeſt, he led 
me up to the higheſt Room backwards. I conjured him 
to conceal from all Perſons what I had told him of the 
Houylmhnms, becauſe the leaſt Hint ot ſuch a Story would 
not only draw Numbers of People to ice me, but probably, 
put me in Danger ot being impritoned, or burnt by the In- 
quiſtion. The Captain pertuaded me to accept a Suit of 
Cloaths newly made, but I would not ſuffer the Taylor to 
take my Meaſure; however, Don Pedro being almoſt of m 
Size, they fitted me well enough. He accoutred me wit 
other Neceſſaries all new, which I aired for twenty-four 
Hours before I would uſe them. 


Tux Captain had no Wife, nor above three Servants, 
none of which were {uffered to attend at Meals, and his 
whole Deportment was fo obliging, added to very good 
human Underſtanding, bat I really began to tolerate his 
Company. He gained fo far upon me, that I ventured to 
look our of the back Window, By degrees | was brought 
into another Room, from whence I peeped into the Street, 
but drew my Head back in a Fright. In a Week's time he 
ſeduced me down to the Door. I found my Terror gradu- 
ally leſſened, but my Hatred and Contempt ſeemed to en- 
creaſe. I was at la ſt bold enough to walk the Street in his 
Company, but kept my Noſe well ſtopped with Rue, or 
ſometimes with Tobacco. 


In ten Days Don Pedro, to whom I had given ſome Ac- 
count of my Domeſtick Affairs, put it upon me as — 
O 
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of Honour and Conſcience, that l ought to return to my 
native Country, andlive at home with my Wite and Chit- 
dien. He told me, there was an Engliſh Ship in the Port 
juſt ready to fail, and he would furniſh me with all things 
neceſſary. It would te tedious to repeat his Arguments, 
and my Contradictions. He ſaid it wasaltogether impoſſi- 
Ve to find ſuch a ſolitary 'fland as I had deſired to live in; 
bur I might command in my own Houſe, and paſs my time 
in a manner as recluſe as I pleaſed. 


l complied at laſt, finding I could not do better. I left 
Lisbon the 24th Day of November, in an Engliſh Merchant- 
Man, but who was the Maſter I never enquired. Don Pe- 
dro accompanied me tothe Ship, andlent me Twenty Pounds. 
He took kind leave of me, and embraced me at parting, 
which I bore as well as I could. During the laſt Voyage I 
had no Commerce with the Maſter or any of his Men, but 
pretending I was ſick kept cloſe in my Cabbin. On the 
Fifth of December, 1715. we caſt Anchor in the Downs a- 
bout Nine in the Morning, and at Three in the Afternoon I 
got ſafe to my Houlc at Rot herhith. | 


Mr W ite and Family received me with great Surprize and 
Joy, becauſe they concluded me certainly dead; but I muſt 
treely confeſs the Sight of them filled me only with Hatred, 
Diſguſt and Contempt, and the moſt by reflecting on the 
near Alliance I bad to them. For, although fince my un- 
fortunate Exile from the Houyhnhnm Country, 1 had com- 
pelled my ſelf to tolerate the Sight of the Yahoos, and to 
converſe with Don Pedro de Mendez; yet my Memory and 
Imaginations were perpetually filled with the Virtues and 
Ideas of thoſe exalted Honyhnhnms. And when I began to 
conſider, that by copulating with one of the Yahoo-Species 
I became a Parent of more, it ſtruck me with the utmoſt 
Shame, Confufton and Horror. 


As foon asTentered the Houſe, my Wite took me in her 
Arms, and kiſſed me, at which having not been uſed to 
the Touch of that odious Animal for fo many Years, I fell 
in a Swoon for almoſt an Hour. AttheTime Iam writing 
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it is Five Years ſince my laſt Return to England: During 


the firſt YearI could not endure my Wife and Children in — 
my Preſence, the very Smell of them was intolerable, much D 
leſs could I ſuffer them to eat in the ame Room. To this ba 
Hour they dare not preſume to touch my Bread, ordrink G: 
out of the ſame Cup, neither was lever able to let one of * 
them take me by the Hand. The firſt Money I laid out was wh 
to buy two young Stone-Horſes which I keep in a good 
Stable, and next to them the Groom is my greateſt Favou- 
rite; for I fee] my Spirits revived by the Smell he contracts T 
in the Stable. My Horſes underſtand me tolerably well; I 1 
converſe with them at leaſt four Hours every Day. They EE 
areStrangers to Bridle or Saddle, they live in great Amity be 
with me, and Friendſhip to cach other. ge 
th 
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CH AP, XII. an 
m 
The Author's Veracity. His Deſign in publiſhing this Work. 4 
His Cenſure ofthoſs Travellers who ſwerve from the Truth. C1 
The Author clears himſelf from any ſiniſter Ends in writing. fic 
An Objection anſwered. The Method of planting Colonies. de 
His Native Country commended. The Right of the Crown pe 
to thoſe Countries deſcribed by the Author is juſtiſied. The th 
Difficulty of conquering them. The Author takes his la be 
leave of the Reader : propoſeth his Manner of Living for re 
tze future, gives good Advice, and concludes . - 
HUS, Gentle Reader, I have given thee a faithful 
Hiſtory of my Travels for Sixteen Years, and above 
Seven Months, wherein [ have not been ſo ſtudious of Or- 
nament as Truth. I could perhaps like others have aſtoni- 
ſhed thee with ſtrange improbable Tales; but I rather choſe 
to relate plain Matter of Fact in the ſimpleſt Manner and . V 
Style, becauſe my principal Delign was to inform, and not in 
to amuſe thee. eh | — 
Ir iseaſy for us who travel into remote Countries, which ar 


are m 
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are ſeldom viſited by Engliſhmen or other Europeans, to form 
Deſcriptions of wonderful Animals both at Sea and Land. 
Whereasa Traveller's chief Aim ſhould be to make Men 
wiſer and better, and to improve their Minds by the bad as 
well as good Example of what they deliver concerning fo- 
reign Places. | 


coup heartily wiſh a Law was enacted, that every 
Travellerbefore he were permitted to publiſh his Voyages, 
ſhould be obliged to make Oathbefore the Lord High Chan- 
cello that all he intended to print was abſolutely true to the 
beſt of his Knowledge; for then the World would no lon- 
ger bedeceived as it uſually is, while ſome Writers, to make 
their Works paſs the better upon the Publick, impoſe the 
groſſeſt Falſities on theunwary Reader. I have peruſed ſe - 
veral Books of Travels with great Delight in my younger 
Days; but having ſince gone over moſt Parts of the Globe, 


and been able to contradict many fabulous Accounts from 


my own Obſervation, it hath given me a great Diſguſt a- 
gainſt this Part of Reading, and ſome Indignation to ſee the 
Credulity of Mankind ſo impudently abuſed. Therefore 
fiace my Acquaintance were pleaſed to think my poor En- 
deavours might not be unacceptable to my Country, I im- 
poſed on my ſelf as a Maxim, never to be ſwerved from, 
that I would ſtrictly adhere to Truth; neither indeed can I 
be ever under the leaſt temptationsto vary from it, while I 
retain in my Mind the Le&turesand Example of my Noble 
Maſter, and the other Illuſtrious Horyhnhnms, of whom I 
had ſo long the Honour to be an humble Hearer. 


Nec ſi miſerum Fortuna Sinonem 
Finxit, vanum etiam, mendacemque improba finget. 


I xnow very well how little Reputation is to be got by 
Writings which require neither Genius nor Learning, nor 
indeed any other Talent, except a good Memory, or an ex- 
act Fournal, I know likewiſe, that Writers of Travels, 
like Dictionary · Makers, are ſunk into Oblivion by the Weight 
and Bulk of thoſe who come after, and therefore lie upper- 
moſt, And it is highly probable, that ſuch Travellers who 
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be able to find Matter tor exerciling their Talents. 
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ſhall hereafter viſit the Countries deſcribed in this Work of 
mine, may by detecting my Errors, (it there be any) and 
adding many new Diſcoveries of their own, juſtle me out 
of Vogue, and ſtand in my Place, making the Wor d forget 
that I was ever an Author. This indeed would be too great 
a Mortification it 1 wrote for Fame : But, as my ſole Inten- 
tion was the PUBLick Goop, I cannot be altogether diſap- 

inted. For who can read of the Virtues I bave mention- 
ed in the Glorious Houyhnhums, without being aſhamed of 
his own Vices, when he conſiders himſelf as the reaſoning, 
governing Animal of his Country? I ſhall ſay nothing of 
thoſe remote Nations where Yahoosprelide, amongſt which 
the leaſt corrupted are the Brobdingnagians, whoſe wiſe 
Maxims in Morality and Government, it would be our Hap- 
pineſs to obſerve. But I forbear deicanting farther, and ra- 


ther leave the, judicious Reader to his on Remar Ks and 


Applications. 


IA nota litt e pleaſed that this Work of mine can poſ- 


ſibly meet with no Cenſurers: For what Objections can be 
made againſt a Writer who relates only plain Facts that hap- 


ned in ſuch diſtant Countries, where we have not the lcaſt 


Intereſt with Reſpect either to Trade or Negotiations? 1 


have carefully avoided every Fault with which common 


Writers ot Travels are oſten too juſt y charged. Beſides, I 


meddle not with any Party, but write without Paſſion, Pre- 
judice, or III-will againit any Man or Number of Men 
whatioever. I write jor the nobleſt End, to inform and 
inſtruct Mankind, over whom I may, without Breach of 
Modeſty, pretend to ſome Superiority from the Advantages 
I received by converſing 10 ſong among the molt accom- 


pliſned tion hnhums. I write without any View towards 


Profit or Praiſe. I never ſuffer a Word to paſs that may look 


like Reflection, or poſſibly give the leaſt Offence even to 


thoſe who are moſt ready to take it. So that! hope I may 


- with Juſtice pronounce my ſcit an Author perfectly blame- 


le(s, againſt whom the Tribes of Antwerers, Conliderers, 
Oviervers, Neflecters, Detecters, Remarkers will never 
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I coxFess, it was whiſpered to me, that I was bound in 
Duty as a Subject ot England, to have given in a Memoria! 
to a Secretary of State, at my firſt coming over; becauſe, 
whatever Lands are diſcovered by a Subject belong to the 
Crown, But I doubt whether our Conqueſts in the Coun- 
tries I treat of, would be as eaſy as thoſe of Ferdinando Cor- 
tex over the naked Americans. The Lilliputians I think, 
are hardly worth the Charge of a Fleet and Army to reduce 
them, and ] queſtion whether it might be prudent or fate to 
attempt the Brobdingnagians. Or whether an Engliſh Ar- 
my wouid be much at their eaſe with the Flying Iſland over 
their Heads, The Honyhnhnms, indeed, appear not to be 
ſo well prepared for War, a Science to which they are perfect 
Strangers, and eſpecially againſt miſſive Weapons. How- 
ever, ſuppoſing myſelf to be a Miniſter ot State, I could 
never give my Advice tor invading them. Their Prudence, 


. Unanimity, Unacquaintedneſs with Fear, and their Love 


of their Country would amply ſupply all Defe&s in the Mi- 
litary Art. Imagine 1'wenty thouſand of them breaking 
into the midſt of an European Army, confounding the 
Ranks, overturning the Carriages, battering the Warriors 
Faces into Mummy, by terrible Yerks trom their hinder 
Hoofs. For they would well deſerve the Character given 
to Auguſtus; Recalcitrat undique tutus. But inſtead of 
Propoſals for conquering that magnanimous Nation, I ra- 
ther wiſh they were ina Capacity or Diſpoſition to ſend a 
ſufficient Number of their Inhabitants for civilizing Europe, 
by teaching us the firſt Principles of Honour, Juſtice, Truth, 
Temperance, Publick Spirit, Fortitude, Chaſtity, Friend- 
ſhip, Benevolence, and Fidelity. The Names of all which 
Virtuesare ſtil retained among us in moſt Languages, and 
areto be met with in ſome modern as well as ancient Au- 
thors; which I am able toaſſert from my ownimallReading. 


Pur I had another Reaſon which made me leſs forward 
to enlarge his Majeſty's Dominions by my Diſcovery. To 
fay the truth, I had conceived a tew Scruples with relation 
to the Diſtributive Juſtice of Princes upon thoſe Occaſions, 
For inſtancc, a Crew of Pyratesare drivenby a Storm they 

know 
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know not whither, at length a Boy diſcovers Land from the 
Top-maſt, they go on Shoar to Roband Plunder; they ſee 
an harmleſs People, areentertained with Kindneſs, they give 
the Country anew Name, they take formal Poſſeſſion of it 
for their King, theyet up a rotten Plank or a Stone for a 
Memorial, they murder two or three Dozen of the Natives, 
bring awaya Couple more by Force for a Sample, return 
home, and get their Pardon. Here commences anew Do- 
minion acquired witha Title by Divine Right. Ships are 
ſent with the firſt Opportunity, the Natives driven out or 
deſtroyed, their Princes tortured to diſcover their Gold; a 
tree Licence given to all Acts of Inhumanity and Luft, the 
Earth reeking with the Biood of its Inhabitants: And this 
execrable Crew of Butchersemployed in fo pious an Expe- 
dition, is a modern Colonyſent to convert and civilizean ido- 
latrous and barbarous People. | 


Bur this Deſcription, I confeſs, doth by no means affect 
the Britzſh Nation, who may be an Example to the whole 
World for their Wiſdom, Care, and Juſtice in Planting Co- 
lonies ; their liberal Endowments forthe Advancement of 
Religion and Learning; their Choice of devout and able 
Paſtors to propagate Chriſtianity, their Caution in ſtocking 
their Provinces with People of fober Lives and Converſa- 
tions from this the Mother Kingdom; their ſtrict regard 
to the Diſtribution of Juſtice, in ſupplying the Civil Admi- 
ſtration through all their Colonies with Officers of the 
greateſ1 Abilities, utter Strangers to Corruption; and to 
crown all, by ſending the moſt Vigilant and Virtuous Go- 
vernors, who have no other Views than the Happineſs of 
the People over whom they preſide, and the Honour of the 
King their Maſter. | 


Bur, as thoſe Countries which I havedeſcribed, do not 
appear to have a Deſire of being conquered, and enſlaved, 
murdered or driven out by Colonies, nor abound either in 
Gold, Silver, Sugar or Tobacco; I did humbly conceive 
they were by no means proper Objects of our Zeal, our 
Valour, or our Intereſt. However, if thoſe whom it may 
concern, think fit tobe of dnother Opinion, Iam ready to 
| depole, 
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depoſe, when I ſhall be lawfully called, That no European 
did ever viſit theſe Countries before me. I mean, if the 
Inhabitants ought to be believed ; unleſ> a Diſpute may ariſe 
about the two Yahoos, ſaid to have been ſeen many Ages ago 
on a Mountain in Houyhnhnmland, from whence the Opi- 
nion is, that the Race of thoſe Brutes hath deſcended ; and 
theſe, for any thing I know, may have been Engliſh,which 
indeed I was apt to ſuſpect from the Lineaments of their 
Poſterity's Countenances, although very much defaced. 
But, how tar that will go to make outa Title, I leave to 
the Learned in Colony-Law. 


Bur as to the Formality of taking Poſſeſſion in my So- 
vereign's Name, itnever came onceinto my Thoughts; and 
if it had, yet as my Affairs then ſtood, I ſhould perhaps in 
point of Prudence and ſelt- preſervation, have put it off to 
a better Opportunity. | 


Havixs thus anſwered the only objection that can ever 
be raiſed againſt me as a Travellar, I here take a final Leave 
of all my Courteous Readers, and return to enjoy my own 
Speculations in my little Garden at Reddriff, to apply thoſe 
excellent Leſſonsof Virtue which I learned among the 
Houyhnhnms, to inſtruct the Yahoos of my own Family as 
far as | ſhall find them docible Animals, to behold my Fi- 

reoften in a Glaſs, and thus if poſſible habituate myſelf 
by tina to tolerate the ſight of a human Creature: To la- 
ment the Brutality of Howyhnhnms in my own Country, 
but always treat their Perſons with Reipect, for the ſake of 
my noble Maſter, his Family, his Fricnds, and the whole 
Honuyhnhnm Race, whom theſe of ours have the Honour 
to reſemble in all their Lineaments, however their Intellec- 
tuals came to degenerate. ear 


I BEGAN laſt Week to permit my Wite to fit at Dinner 
with me, at the fartheſt End of a long Table, and to anſwer 
(but with the utmoſt brevity) the few Queſtions I asked 
her. Vet the ſmell of a Yahoo continuing very offenſive, 
I always keep my Noſe well ſtopt with Rue, Lavender, or 
Tobacco-leaves, And although it be hard for a Man late in 


life 
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life to remove oll Habits, I am not a together out ot Hopes 
in ſome time to ſuffer a Neighbour Ya/oo in my Company 
without the Apprehenſions I am yet under of his Teeth or 


his Claws. 


Mx Reconcilement to the Yahoo-kind in general might 
not be ſo difficult it they would be content with thote Vi- 
ces and Folhes only, which Nature hath intitled them to. 
I am not in the leaſt provoked at the Sight of a Lawyer, a 
Pick-pocket, a Colonel, a Fool, a Lord, 2 Gameſter, a Poli- 
tician, a Whore-maſter, Phyſician, an Evidence, a Subor- 
ner, an Attorney, a Traitor, or thelike: This is all accor- 
ding tothe due Courſe of Things: But when I behold a 
Lump of Deformity, and Diſeaſes both in Body and Mind, 
ſmitten with Pride, it immediately breaks all the Meaſures 
of my Patience; neither ſhall I beever able to comprehend 
how ſuch an Animal and ſuch a Vice could tally together. 
The wiſe and virtuous Houyhnhnms, who abound in all Ex- 
cellencies that can adorn a Rational Creature, have no 
Name for this Vice in their Language, which hath no 
Terms to expreſs any thing that is evil, except thoſe where- 
dy they deſcribe the deteſtable Qualities ot their Yahoos, a- 

which they were not able to diſtinguiſn this of Pride, 
tor want of thoroughly underſtanding Human Nature, as 
it ſhewetlvittelf in other Countries, where that Animal 
preſides. But I, who had more Experience could plainly - 
obſerve ſome Rudimentsof it among the wild Tahoos, 


Bur the Howyhnhnms, who lived under the Government 
of Reaſon, are no more proud of the good Qualities they 
poſſeſs, than l ſhould be for not wanting a Leg or an Arm, 
which no Man in his Wits would boaſt of, although he 
muſt be miſerable without them. I dwell the longer upon 
this Subject from the Deſire ] have to make the Society of 
anEngliſh Taboo by any means not inſupportable, and there- 
fore I here entreat thoſe who have any Tincture of this ab- 
turd Vice, that they will not preſume to come in my Sight. 


